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Johnny lived on a farm.  
 
Every day, he chased the  
 
chickens, brushed the horse, and  
 
fed the cows sweet grass. 



 

 



 

  

Johnny loved animals.  
 
He spoke to them as though they  
were his friends.  
 
When the cow tossed her head or  
 
the chickens all scratched at  
 
once, he laughed so hard that  
 
Mother would ask him, “what's  
the joke, Johnny?” 
 



 

 



 

  

One day, Mom came into the  
yard. 
 
 “John,” she called, “put  
down that chicken feed.  
 
We've got to get ready for your 
birthday!” 
 
“My birthday?” Johnny asked.  
 
“Of course!” Mom said. 
 
 “Today, you are six  years old!” 
 
Johnny had never been six  
before.  
 
“Wow!” he shouted. 
This was a special event! 



 

 

 



 

  

“You know what that means?” 
Mom asked as she bundled 
Johnny into his best clothes. 
 
“What?” Johnny asked, his voice 
muffled by a shirt. 
 
“This fall, instead of helping 
your dad with the corn, you're 
going to school!” 
 
“School!” 
 
“You'll be in first grade!” 
 
“Woohoo!” Johnny jumped for 
joy, forgetting that his shoes 
were still untied. 
 
 



 

 

 
 Crash! 
 
“Whoops,” said Mom, “looks 
like you've got a lot to learn!” 



 

  



 

 

On the way to Grandma's house, 
Johnny had a lot of questions.  
 
“Why do they call it 'first 
grade'?” 
“Because it's the first of many, 
Johnny.” 
 
“How many?” 
 
“Twelve.” 
 
“What happens then?” 
 
“You graduate!” 
 
“And then?” 
 
 
 



 

  

 
“Johnny!” Mom laughed. 
“You're so full of questions, you 
sound like a student already!” 
 
“I'm going to first grade!” 
Johnny sang out joyfully.  



 

 



 

  

When they finally got to 
Grandma's house, there was a 
big banner hanging on the front 
porch. 
 
 “HAPPY BIRTHDAY, FIRST 
GRADER!” 
 
Grandma and Grandpa were 
even more excited about first 
grade than Johnny was! 
 
 They had cooked a great, big 
birthday dinner.  
 
Everyone Johnny knew came. 



 

 



 

  

 
Alice Hodgson brought a 
notebook. 
 
 “It's from when I was in first 
grade last year,” she told Johnny. 
 
Billy Freihoffer was in high 
school, so he didn't really use his 
crayons much anymore. 
“Actually, I never opened them 
at all,” he admitted, “but you'll 
probably use them in art class!” 
 
Little Tina and her mom 
Amanda brought a big gift: a 
brand-new game of Trouble.  
 
Johnny loved playing Trouble 
when Amanda babysat him.  
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