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Glossary

ARs—The 4Rs Program (Reading, Writing, Respect, and Resolution)
ABC—Academic and Bebavioral Competencies Program
ADHD—attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
CDC—=Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
combined-program—all seven programs together
CR—Child Report

CSP—Competence Support Program

DIR—Decision Information Resources, Inc., a subcontractor to Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. (MPR),
the contractor selected to do the independent evaluation of the SACD programs

ES—effect size

HHS—U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

HLM-—hierarchical linear model

ICC—intraclass correlation

IES—Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education

LBW—Love In a Big World

leavers—students who left schools that were participating in the study before the study was completed
MANOVA—multivariate analysis of variance

MDES—minimum detectable effect size

middle childhood—the developmental period from 6 to 12 years of age

MPR—Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., the contractor selected to do the independent evaluation of the
SACD programs

multiprogram evaluation—the evaluation of the impact of the seven SACD programs on students’ social and
character development. The evaluation looked at the average impact of all seven SACD programs combined
and the average impact of each SACD program individually.

named activities—activities carried out in the context of a named SACD program to support students’ social
and character development

named program—a specific SACD program
new entrants—students who entered schools participating in the study after the study had begun

outcome domain—a set of outcomes grouped together because they measure a similar school activity, teacher
instructional behavior, or student behavior
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Glossary

outcomes—what the SACD programs were expected to change regarding school activities, teacher
instructional behavior, or student behavior

PA—DPositive Action

PATHS—Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies

PCR—Primary Caregiver Report

SACD—social and character development

SACD activities—activities to support students’ social and character development

SACD goals—six specific goals defined by the SACD Research Program and promoted through the use of
SACD activities to support students’ social and character development. The goals are (1) violence prevention
and peace promotion, (2) social and emotional development, (3) character education, (4) tolerance and
diversity, (5) risk prevention and health promotion, and (6) civic responsibility and community service.

SACD program—a specific program that has the purpose of improving the social and character development
of students

SACD Research Consortium—the researchers responsible for the SACD Research Program. These include
staff at the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) in the U.S. Department of Education; the Division of
Violence Prevention in the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC); and Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. (MPR), the contractor, selected to do the
independent evaluation of the SACD programs; as well as the seven research teams that received funding
under cooperative agreements to evaluate one SACD program of their choosing under an experimental

design.

SACD Research Program—a collaboration between the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) in the U.S.
Department of Education and the Division of Violence Prevention in the National Center for Injury
Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Its purpose is to evaluate
multiple universal, elementary school-based programs that target student social development and behavior
outcomes.

SACD training—professional development for teachers on instructional methods to promote student social
and character development

school-based program—a program delivered in a school setting

site—the set of schools, both treatment and control, specific to each individual SACD program evaluation
SS—Second Step

stayers—students who were in schools participating in the study for the entire study

targeted school-based programs—programs that are designed to address the needs of a subset of the children
in a school

TRCS—Teacher Report on Classroom and School
TRS—Teacher Report on Student
universal programs—programs that are designed to address the needs of all children in a school

WWC—the What Works Clearinghouse
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