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@ 7HE UN/VERSAHAL UNDRESS/NG @

/(D/’O&W

I OPEN MY EYES. Blink... blink again. / look around, my senses laken awash with, Uie
arone of a hatrabryer and counlless parents on Uicir phones tnstead of walching tieir children
swim laps al Uic local poot.,

/ Too arm quilly of real-lge neglect, pullling my eyes b Uic laplop screen al Uie expense of
withessing my kids’ progress all backstroks. And Dien — in a swreal instant echoing whal
priends of a distanl yesteryear used lo say lo me — / Yink amidst Vie dozens of colored
Clristnas cards hanging over my bali head, "7THAT'S 7HE THING /",

THEHTE THE THING: Ve abilily lo choose your disbactions. For Uic longest lime, /
Dought distaction's core was Ve essenlial slement driving Ui psyche, onlly lo bearn thal some
people do nol possess Uie Uoowry of ladlored distraclions. Nope, some people are loo busy
2z §f not grom starvalion, lack of waler, or prevenlable diseases, Uieyre dying b be
noliced in a world Dia has no use gor bhem olier Diar disposable economic ulilily.

7his lype of realily is called Cottrinttly. The opposi s called Zecotoriallly,

Apart grom Vi gact Uiis book gorms part of a wiversidly cowrse requirement, & buce
origins bz with Uic birth of modern economic hislory, which, gor all practical puwposes,
started with Uie prolgeration of a mercanlile capllalist economy via Western Ewropear
seaboard nalions give hunaredplus years ago. World history has subsequently blickricged
Drough vicious machinalions. At Vic present end of Diall black rainbow cragled from money,



Dcory, dealh, and hope sis loday s obgeclive reallily, Uic nalure of which shouls #stacton””
while staping you in Ve gace with ublgudlous incqualilyy.

Budlt on give hundred years of et G Dwiress-cspue hislory, Yis book aims b
reglect e bives of pegple who, lUihe me, are starling lo understand how vicious and congused
tumandly car. be. [ nol Val owr species’ appelile for destuclion was ever in doubl — ie
economic lerm pllyeer 2bsolescence & as polile a cuphemism lo describe Diis as possible — bul
cynicism can be uswped if will exists, and Diis book... well, Diis book és a verdable shrine lo
HILL,

Hadling grom around Ui worli, Diis book s conlrébuors have laken lims oul of Yhetr busy
schedules and lives To reglect on Dose busy schedules and lives. Having eddher volunteered,
Wea/ D, or been /Mafﬁf coerced inlo a//z/m grassrools voices on what 60&/11&1@ ad
Decolonialily mean lo Yhem and e commundlics Uicy share, Uiese brave people have been
opfered an open mandatt T reglect on how Colonialily/ Decolonialily influences treir daily
bves. [ goes wihoul saying Diall / m incpressibly Dankgul lo each of Dhem gor Dicir ove,
cowrage, and desire lo arliculal versions of amore inclusive, beller world gor everyore.

This book's layoul &s designed To work grom Uic local To Die inlernalional. Following Uie
book's introducttion (it & Zecottruinllyy?), Vic first aticls (penned by 2017 Ernest Cole
Award for Pholography wimner Daylin Paull) discusses Dic effects of Coloniallly in a
South Agricar conlext. Each succeeding arlicle branches oul lo include the Apricar colorial
condilion as experienced by people biving in Ve Soublern and Northern hemispheres. 7his was
done intentionally o lustrate Dial Colonialily (and hence, Zecotorintlyy) is a global issus
requiring global solidions (stermming grom collaboradive Diinking and implementadion) that
can be implemented grom a grassroots level Drough b Dhe highest liers of sociely.

As Uie book s edillor, / have spent subslantial lime with, each conlibulor, edbher tn persorn or
ontins. /¢ goes withoul saying Uic same holis gor whal malerial Dicy submilled. Concerning Uie
book's content, / Jelt & essential Dall each conlrébudlor s Dioughts made & o Dis page according
b Yhetr individuall conlexts, all of which were ingormed by Yietr respective lge experiences
along with ingormadion / provided o bring Uiis lfe-agpirming profectl o print.

As much as Yie book production process was shared democraldically belveen tie arlicle
contributors and me, Decolonial Diought requires tiat ALL participants (which in Diis case
means YOU) taks an active roe in sustaining whatever momentum resulls. This is enabled in
a swipace-level sense by me offering Guestions, gor Roftectine al Ve end of each arlicle, Uie



puwpose being b stoke lalent or aclive Doughts inlo aclionable context. / wge you lo Take
supppicient lime when considering Ve scope of each picce and b do so equally when weighing
wp Wu/%wqélfs' aya('/zsl‘%z: questions ard how @ﬁ&&dﬁ; L your conlexl.,

And with Vi, please foin us gor a journsy inlo Uie bt gf Liphteess. May owr shared
Inp — starling with s book and growing it whalever must resull — be ons of sharing,
blearning, growing, and the birth of much aclionable hope.

- Wicholas Pansegrouw, January 2022
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Whiatt is Decoloniallty?

By Nicholas Parsegrouw
(South Aprica — Taiwan)



Edior's nots:

A writer and Leacher curvently bying in Taiwan, Nicholas Pansegrouw & Ve edilor of Uiis book. Having
bearned aboutt Decolonialily as part of his Unisa (Universily of South Africa) studics, ke has since
assembled a group of amazing people o contribuite whait Decolonialily-oriented articles gorm iis book s
conlenl,

IN IT'S CURRENT FORM, ow globalizing world iés arquably s product of
colonially-catalyzed gorces, Yie swn of which have coalesced lo creale whal Peraviar
sociologist Antbal Qusiano has lermed Die coltvie mais of tower. The core inlentlion of Uiis

socto-sconomic supersbuctire is I protect and propagate Die Euwro-Amerdcarn modernilly we

cuwrrently bive enmeshed wibhn.

Aecording o renownsd Argentine semivlician Waller Mignolo, Yie coltviied meadry of

Jower began gatning signgpicant global braclion when laller figleenth-cenivy Ewrgpe was

Dranspormed by heavy commercial aclivdlics, Uie sum of which gashioned Uie sbuctre of
Western Chyistendom post- Roman Empire inlo Ve idea of modern Ewrgpe.” When thal
centiury cubminaled in Ve discovery and congquest of America,” Uie possibilily of massive

explodation of tabor and lands via coloniall conquestprovided countrics like Spatn, Porlugal,

Hollard, France, and England with wnrivaled commercial oplions. Capping all of Viis, Vie

Euwrgpear mercantile economy bansgormed inlo a mercantiile capriteldst economy wiin bul a

pJew short decades, and in doing so, gormulaled Yie core sbuclre for hegemonic Euwro-

Five hundred years laler, & s clear b sec Uie significance of adding capitellsl To

weercandlte ccomomy, n Diall meercandltte cgtiliedel ccomomy defines Dhe enduring conomic

eppicacy of colonialism. With the New World having been putl under tie heel of Ewropear

seaboard powers, & became obvious Dal Uie growth of colonizers’ power, ingluence, and
economizs worked proportionally lo how much gorce Uicy were willing lo use. Colonizers

understood Dl more could be gained from long-lerm cogperalion with local populations Diar

grom commiling wholesale  genocide.  Aecordngly, Uieological (e.q., religion) and
philosophical softpower cloments (e.g., Descartes’ Rationalism) were decmed necessary &

Jusligy' violentt behavior when approprialing goreign lands and subjugailing local populations.

And & &s now Uiese clements — instilled as socio-polilical cornerstones — Uial have and
conlinue o drive colonial cullive ever gorward.
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Returning lo now, ow world is sticken with division, uncertainty, and insquallly. By
elevailing certain indiyiduals and groups of people b posdions of sociv-economic statis (and
hence a&&ﬁ;j over oliers, Dhe cotomial waabry A, /ﬂ/ﬂz/'éas evolyed o include and exclude
acco/%}q L whai, bropagales s core lnels, Ui main one éa}q O retan and wlilize . Joner on
behallf of Dhose whom Uic system bensfils most.

Despite Coloniallly being a worldwide phenomenon, s dl effects are most evident in Uie
Aeveloping worlh, which &s syronymous with e conlinent of Aprica. Having been carved up
ke a cake’ and shared between colorial powers tn tie earty cighleenth cenliry, Aprica has
wndoubledly rebounded, albed as a bruised and bealen enlily Dial remains subservient o
accommodaling — elther Dirough workjorce, cullrall appropriation, or resowrcss — tie wille
and whims of capllalist markels the worlid over. Being al Ve bollom of Ve pite, Uic only way
s wp, and Arica — as an avalar gor all Diose downlbodden and forgolin — is gast realizing
& ungathomable polential.

As Uie counterpornt o Coloriallly, Decoloniallly is a pivolal cog in recognizing tie need
por amore accommodaling worli, both in lerms of social and existential recognilion and what
malirial nesds should be mel lo maximize Ve polindial of cveryons sharing Uiis planel.
7hrough a process of delinking grom Uie insidious and invisible processes dictaling owr lyes,
thumankind — along with wisdom, lechnology, and Ve wish gor a gatrer, beller gulive — can
come logether and deliver on Uie love, gpen-mindeaness, and sense of commundly we are
porced o bury b ascend Ve colonial mabix of power ladder.
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The falb/u'aﬁﬁ/ Crisis

By Daylin Pal
(South Arica)
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Edior's nots:

Daylin Paul is ar award-winning South Apricar pholographer, aubhor, and envirormenlalist dedicaled &
Jighling for juslice, whebher & be on an individual, commundly, social, or climals level, His amazing body of
work can be viewed al hifjps ./ www.daylinpaul.com/.

LI5S - -
B, S ~ D
— - V— - 4 -‘7’ ~ '

Broken Land, Daylin Paul

THE FIRST PHOTOGRAPH #my book Brmkern Lo [ (gm 2009) és 0/ Vie ruins
of a galeway inlo a demolished Naebele vitlage. This long-abardonsd placs, & people
relocated b modern government housing many kilomelers away, was sacrigiced lo maks way
por a coal mine. The mine dumps now loom omngpresent tn Vs background of tiis shallered
w%ﬁ, a atzce—&?/z@ /&cz WhoSEe étls'l‘a/% wi, wid, /e:o/& ﬁc&/@ wih Dherr conneclion & Yie
land Disy once occupicd) is now broken.

When Ve idea of making a pholo book aboul coal mining in my nalive South Arica first
occurred lo me, my inlerest was indlially on Uie environmenial and climale change aspects of
ndustics Diall extract and buwrn coal bo generate electricdy gor a power-desperale developing
nadion. However, / soon realized Diak coloniabism, capdalism, and power were inexlicably
Unked and involyed in the PVOCESS.,

In Ve colonial-capdalist worldicw, land, waler, Uress, animals, and people are only
valuable gor tier economic worth. Or, simply pud, as conomodilies. Land s valuable only in
lerms of whal can be budls, produced, or extracted from bensalh &, Waler means irrigalion or
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a dumping. spot gor pollulion and sewage, Uress equal limber, animals are lyestock or hunling
ﬁ'o/éiss, and, /ao/& are reduced 1o babor or, more //'gcz.'s's@, consunter - iers.

/nmany ways, Soulh Arica is Uie pergect example of how colonialism and capdalism —
left o Dhetr own devices — can change Uic bageclorics of enlire civilizalions. Consider tial, in
Uic case of Ewropean powers desperats To reach Indian spices, Uie Cape of Good Hope (as
Cape Town was first caled) was established by v Duteh East tndia Company as a vital
haljway house. fts Company Gardens (which stll stand today,) were meant T provide fresh
produce gor sadlors rounding Uie Cape lo reach Asin. Staves, mostly grom other Duleh East
India ‘oulposte” in Malaysia and other istand nalions, were brought o Aprica to lend Diese
gardens and provid Ve necessary labor nesded o sustain Uie company s enlerpprises.

7he discovery of diamonds in Kimberley and the gold in Ve Witwaitersrand rapidly
changed Ve shalegic importance of South Aprica. Whal resulled was lwvo wars beliveen Uie
British and the Boers (Ewopeans from the Nethertands, Germany, and France who had
pormed a new nalionall ideniily in Africa as Aprianers”). tn subsequent efforts T mend
lngering mistust belveen Uiese groups gollowing Uie cessallion of hostililies, tie Union of
Soulth Aprica was crealed, whose economic and social policies helped Brdish and Algrdeancrs
porm anew idenilily known as "Eurgpeans " in Africa.

7hese pollicics were al Uie expense of Ui indigenous Black populalion and e descendanits
of Ve Malaysiar staves and ndian indertiured baborers who had been imported inlo Uic east
coastprovince of Natal lo work sugar canc plardalions. Black people supfered most, Dough,
and amongst Die most insidious of pre-apartheid policics was ial of the i Jar, which
porced Black people T find jobs (mostly in Uhe mines) within the colonial system ©o pay bevics
por homes and land Diey had hitherlo lived on peacefully for tundreds of years.

/£ was via Uiis colonial systm (uwidergirded by gorced tabor,) Diat re nation-state of
South Aprica was gormed, The South Arican project was designed o benefdl Ewopears,
abbell ogf Vie babor of non-Ewropeans lving second-class lves. Thus, & &s hardly swprising
Val, afler Ve Second Worltd War and with Uie Brdlish Empire s power waning, right-wing
WNationalists won polilical power by eleclionsering on Uic promise of a new system designed o
enlrench hyper colonial-caplabism system gurtier. This would bragically come o lfe in Uie
porm of e ieir

1 is within is conlexl Dial / was born, in /985, dwing ke last State of Emergency
enacled by Ue crumbling Aparticid regime. The descendant of /ndian indenitired laborers
who had given up Uicir counlry, poamilics, and even Yieir religion and idenlilizs To become

14



Anglicar "Briish-Indians” in Arica. Growing wp tn e segregaled /ndiar lownshgp of
Chalsworth, my carlizst memorics are of being swrounded by Dose who looked, spoke, and
ale as / did. / was uwnaware of any other realily wilil / started school. /n Uic carly 90s, Uie
South, Agrican government opened schools Yal had previousty been Whites-onty’ gor all
chilwren. /¢ was on my school playground and in &s classrooms where / was first made &
geel ‘digferent’, ‘olher, " and perhaps mostprogoundly, tess”.

W Decoloninlily begins anywhere, & starls tn Ue minds of colonized pegple. A quote by
Steve Biko has always served as a guiding light in dark limes

"Being black is not a maller of pigmentation, bul being black és a reglection of a menial allilid.

Blacks are Dose who are by law or Ladilion polilically, economically, and socially discriminated
agatnst as a group tn. Soulth, Algrican socicly and idenligying emselves as a uwnd in Uie sbuggle

lowards Vi reallizallion. of Uietr aspiralions.”

My work as apholographer has allowed me lo bravel lo many parts of Vs wortd, Most of
Uiese places exist on ‘develpping” (ic., previousty colonized) counbrizs, where incqually,
poverly, and suffering are rige. In recent years, /ve come lo specialize in environmental and
climalz justice. More oglin tan not, / have gound Visse causes overlpp with social jusitice. / is
10 accident Val Ve same gorces pushing humandy lo Die brink of extinclion Dirough climale
CW belizve ﬁiy e aﬁm /w%//g wrong and Vhall Dietr industrialized vision o/ Yie wortd
will bring. rogress” and “development” o Ve world ot targe.

Decoloniallly s an inlegrall aspecl of Vs gight gor survival, Witk i comes respect gor
dpperent culbires and gorms of knowledge, specificaly indigenous knowledge Diall s
tnextricably linked To Ve lands producing Diem. The world is more connscled now than ever,
yel owr conneclion with Ve world és undeniably broken. / belicve Decolonialily's mission is T
reconnect Uhal which colorialism and cg&zﬁz&'sm have broken.: owr /'.s&ﬂa/zs%{& wilh /ao/& and
e planel over Die Uileral and figuralive poison Diall is progis.

Questions for Reflection:

Rptecttrng ove mhinl 2aplte wv o, ab you bellire yov possess Hie enppalie cqpacdy b Gty
gtrecial He #pveare comallione P By Tk, / rreeare. Frvvigh Dayplle 5 abscrypliore of Soudk
Apican fusitry avid fow s meoldbn He fresent, cart yon wndessitrnd mhy so miuick
treguallly eislé or Soudk A tin, and iy d dcenpranchisa tegpl ab whaltver Fey con b
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L besTachiEvE Soct-Ecoromtls bty aned al et & Gje resenebling sometivng words
totg?
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7rom Gralilude lo Decolonialily

3¢ 74/}255’ Hoels
(South Africa- Taiwan)
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