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PREFACE 
 

efoƌe Ǉou ďegiŶ ƌeadiŶg the ďook, I ǁould like to tell 

Ǉou soŵethiŶg. ThaŶk Ǉou foƌ ďuǇiŶg the ďook aŶd 

takiŶg Ǉouƌ pƌeĐious tiŵe to go thƌough this. SiŶĐe 

Đhildhood, I used to get fasĐiŶated ďǇ the stoƌies I used to 

ƌead aŶd the ŵoǀies I used to ǁatĐh. MǇ iŶspiƌatioŶ foƌ 

stoƌǇtelliŶg Đaŵe fƌoŵ the ďook "TƌojaŶ Waƌ" ǁhiĐh I ƌead 

iŶ sĐhool. I hope that Ǉou ǁill like this ďook aŶd giǀe Ǉouƌ 

suppoƌt foƌ ŵǇ futuƌe ďooks also. 

I ǁould like to thaŶk ŵǇ gƌaŶdpaƌeŶts aŶd paƌeŶts 

foƌ theiƌ Ŷeǀeƌ-eŶdiŶg suppoƌt aŶd tƌust iŶ ŵe. I 

appƌeĐiate aŶd hope I ĐaŶ giǀe the saŵe loǀe theǇ 

shoǁeƌed upoŶ ŵe. These people ǁho I aŵ aďout to saǇ 

aƌe the ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt oŶes ǁho helped ŵe iŶ the 

pƌoĐess of ŵakiŶg this ďook. Without theŵ, this ďook 

ǁould Ŷot haǀe ďeeŶ Đoŵpleted. MǇ ďƌotheƌ NagaƌjuŶa 

MuthǇala, ŵǇ fƌieŶd ChaŶdu Rao, aŶd ŵǇ editoƌ-Đuŵ-
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Đoǀeƌ illustƌatoƌ FƌeddǇ Toƌƌes Vega, these people listeŶ 

patieŶtlǇ to ŵǇ Ŷeǀeƌ-eŶdiŶg stoƌies aŶd giǀe theiƌ 

geŶuiŶe feedďaĐk. I like to thaŶk FƌeddǇ oŶĐe agaiŶ aŶd 

Faeƌie foƌ iŶtƌoduĐiŶg ŵe to the liteƌaƌǇ ǁoƌld thƌough 

theiƌ "DigitIŶk MagaziŶe" authoƌ lauŶĐh pƌogƌaŵ. I aŵ 

gƌateful foƌ all the fƌieŶds ǁho suppoƌted ŵe fƌoŵ the 

tiŵe I said I ǁaŶted to ďeĐoŵe aŶ authoƌ to the tiŵe of 

ĐoŵpletioŶ of this ďook. 

This fiƌst ďook fƌoŵ the thƌee-paƌt seƌies 

Đaŵe fƌoŵ aŶ idea of telliŶg a stoƌǇ fƌoŵ the 

ǀieǁpoiŶt of aŶ aŶti-heƌo. I alǁaǇs ǁaŶted to kŶoǁ 

ǁhat these people thiŶk aŶd ǁhat goes oŶ iŶ theiƌ 

ŵiŶds. Not all of theŵ ǁill haǀe saŵe thoughts, aŶd 

Ŷot all of theŵ ǁill ďe ďad fƌoŵ the poiŶt of theiƌ 

ďiƌth. Soŵetiŵes people go thƌough tough tiŵes aŶd 

ďeĐoŵe the people ǁho ǁe Ŷeǀeƌ iŵagiŶed. This 

ďook tells Ǉou aďout the life of Mike aŶd JohŶ, ƌight 

fƌoŵ theiƌ Đhildhood. EǆpeƌieŶĐe theiƌ ǁoƌld thƌough 

theiƌ eǇes. HappǇ ƌeadiŶg. 

 



 

PROLOGUE 
 

e ǁeƌe tƌaǀelliŶg iŶ the Foƌd MustaŶg, the Đaƌ I 

haǀe alǁaǇs dƌeaŵed of haǀiŶg. "This is it," ŵǇ 

ŵiŶd told ŵe. The souŶdless dƌizzle of ƌaiŶ fell oŶ ŵǇ faĐe 

ǁhile the ǁoŶdeƌful petƌiĐhoƌ hǇpŶotised ŵe. I ǁas 

ƌestiŶg ŵǇ head oŶ heƌ lap aŶd lookiŶg at heƌ diŵples 

ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe plaǇiŶg hide aŶd seek ǁith heƌ haiƌ. It ǁas aŶ 

iŵpƌessiǀe sight to the ŵoƌtals. "I aŵ ill aŶd Ǉet Ǉou guǇs 

aƌe ŵakiŶg ŵe dƌiǀe aŶd haǀiŶg fuŶ at the ďaĐk. I hope all 

ouƌ pƌoďleŵs Đoŵe to aŶ eŶd ǁith the ŵoŶeǇ ǁe haǀe," 

JohŶ said ǁith a sigh aŶd sŵiled ǁhile dƌiǀiŶg the Đaƌ. "I 

hope so, aŶd I also ǁish Ŷot to get stƌuĐk ďǇ lightŶiŶg oŶ 

ouƌ path," Maŵta said iŶ a ǁittǇ ǁaǇ. 

I ĐouldŶ't ďelieǀe that ǁe ǁeƌe fiŶallǇ ŵoǀiŶg to 

ouƌ destiŶatioŶ. Ouƌ ŵiŶds ǁeƌe full of peaĐe, aŶd ǁe 

ǁeƌe leaǀiŶg ouƌ aŶgeƌ aŶd stƌuggles ďehiŶd us. We ǁeƌe 

ĐeleďƌatiŶg aŶd ŵoǀiŶg ouƌ ďodies to the tuŶes of pop 
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soŶgs iŶ the Đaƌ, aŶd that's ǁheŶ "Wake up, ďaďǇ" soŶg 

staƌted plaǇiŶg. I ǁas ďaffled aŶd asked JohŶ, "Wheƌe did 

Ǉou get this soŶg? I doŶ't haǀe it oŶ ŵǇ plaǇlist." "What 

soŶg?" he ƌeplied uŶkŶoǁiŶglǇ. I looked at the Đaƌ steƌeo 

foƌ the Ŷaŵe of the soŶg, to ŵǇ suƌpƌise, it ǁas a diffeƌeŶt 

soŶg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 AM 
 

ȋContinued from the prologueȌ 

WAKE UP, BABY. WAKE UP, BABY;  "WhǇ aŵ I 
keep oŶ heaƌiŶg this soŶg?" I said to ŵǇself. I ĐouldŶ't 
figuƌe it out foƌ a ŵoŵeŶt. I ǁoke up suddeŶlǇ aŶd 
ƌealised that the soŶg ǁhiĐh ǁas plaǇiŶg, ǁas ŵǇ phoŶe's 
alaƌŵ. Foƌ a seĐoŶd, I felt like DiCapƌio iŶ 'IŶĐeptioŶ' 
ŵoǀie. At a paƌtiĐulaƌ stage iŶ sleep, ouƌ seŶses ĐaƌƌǇ 
ŵessages to the ďƌaiŶ aŶd ŵeƌge ǁith iŶǀoluŶtaƌǇ 
iŵagiŶatioŶs. It ǁas a pleasaŶt dƌeaŵ, aŶd I ǁaŶted it to 
Đoŵe ƌeal. 

"Let ŵe sleep foƌ ϭ ŵoƌe houƌ, daddǇ," Maŵta said 

ǁhile she ǁas still iŶ sleep. ͞She still feels that she is iŶ heƌ 

hoŵe,͟ I said to ŵǇself. I Đaŵe out of the ƌooŵ aŶd 

ŶotiĐed that JohŶ ǁas Ŷot theƌe iŶ the house. I Đalled his 

Ŷuŵďeƌ a Đouple of tiŵes, ďut he did Ŷot piĐk up.  

"That idiot ŵight ďe still at ouƌ fƌieŶds' house," I 

said to ŵǇself. I didŶ't ǁaŶt to ǁake heƌ up, so I left a Ŷote 



oŶ the taďle Ŷeaƌ the ďed laŵp saǇiŶg that, "Hello loǀe, 

good ŵoƌŶiŶg. JohŶ isŶ't liftiŶg the Đall, so I aŵ goiŶg out 

to ďƌiŶg hiŵ hoŵe. I ǁill ďe ďaĐk ďefoƌe ϳ A.M.  BǇe." 

I took ŵǇ ďike, as ouƌ fƌieŶds' house ǁas ϭϬ ŵiles 

aǁaǇ fƌoŵ ouƌ house. OŶĐe I ƌeaĐhed, I paƌked ŵǇ ďike. I 

ƌaŶg the dooƌďell tǁiĐe, ďut ŶoďodǇ opeŶed the dooƌ. The 

dooƌ got opeŶed as I pushed it a little. The ƌooŵ ǁas filled 

ǁith full of alĐohol sŵell. All ouƌ fƌieŶds aloŶg ǁith JohŶ 

ǁeƌe sleepiŶg iŶ the hall. The ƌooŵ ǁas ŵessǇ, aŶd eaĐh 

oŶe of theŵ ǁas asleep iŶ uŶusual sleepiŶg positioŶs. 

Pizzas ǁeƌe haŶgiŶg oŶ the ǁall, aŶd the ǁalls ǁeƌe so 

diƌtǇ ǁith all the Đheese aŶd pieĐes of Đƌushed ǀegetaďles. 

I ǁeŶt Ŷeaƌ JohŶ aŶd tƌied to ǁake hiŵ up. But he 

ǁas dƌuŶk as hell. I didŶ't kŶoǁ that he dƌiŶks too. I 

slapped hiŵ tǁo tiŵes aŶd said, "JohŶ! Wake up; ǁe aƌe 

gettiŶg late." I took a ǁateƌ ďottle fƌoŵ the ƌefƌigeƌatoƌ 

aŶd pouƌed soŵe ǁateƌ oŶ his faĐe.  

Afteƌ Ϯ ŵiŶutes, he slightlǇ opeŶed his eǇes aŶd 

said, "Hi Mike, soƌƌǇ foƌ ĐoŵiŶg late." 

"No JohŶ, Ǉou didŶ't Đoŵe. You aƌe still at ouƌ 

fƌieŶds' house. Noǁ get up, ǁe haǀe got ǁoƌk to do," I 

said. 



"Oh! TheŶ soƌƌǇ agaiŶ, Mike. Pull ŵe up, aŶd take 

that ďag ǁhiĐh is oŶ the taďle," he said.  

I Đaŵe out of the house ǁith JohŶ aŶd Đlosed the 

dooƌ sloǁlǇ. I ŵade hiŵ sit oŶ the ďike aŶd kept the ďag 

oŶ the fƌoŶt. He fell asleep agaiŶ oŶ the ǁaǇ. We ƌeaĐhed 

ouƌ hoŵe ďǇ ϲ.ϯϬ A.M. I plaĐed hiŵ oŶ the ĐouĐh, iŶ t he 

hall aŶd deĐided to let hiŵ sleep up to soŵe tiŵe, as he 

ǁas still iŶ the haŶgoǀeƌ. 

I opeŶed the ďag ǁhiĐh JohŶ told ŵe to ďƌiŶg. I ǁas 

shoĐked to see guŶs iŶ it. "GuŶs! Fƌoŵ ǁheƌe did JohŶ get 

theŵ? But, ǁhǇ do ǁe Ŷeed guŶs to do a ƌoďďeƌǇ, ǁheŶ I 

haǀe the poǁeƌ?" I said to ŵǇself. I ǁaŶted to ask hiŵ, ďut 

I deĐided to ǁait uŶtil he ǁakes up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
THE TROUBLED 

CHILDHOOD AND THE 
FIRST MEETING: 

 

My father, Danny Bradac  aŶd I used to liǀe iŶ aŶ opeŶ 

ĐouŶtƌǇside of a plaĐe Đalled Agaaƌa. It ǁas aŶ eǆƋuisite plaĐe to 

liǀe ǁhiĐh had a sea oŶ oŶe eŶd aŶd lush gƌeeŶ foƌest oŶ the 

otheƌ. I ǁas ϳ-Ǉeaƌs-old, aŶd it ǁas a Chƌistŵas Ŷight. The ǁhole 

stƌeets ǁeƌe filled ǁith ĐhildƌeŶ's plaǇful sĐƌeaŵs aŶd laughteƌ. I 

ǁas pouƌiŶg ǁiŶe iŶto ŵǇ fatheƌ's glass, aŶd ŵǇ haŶds ǁeƌe 

tƌeŵďliŶg ǁith feaƌ. I lost ŵǇ gƌip, aŶd the ďottle pluŵŵeted to 

the gƌouŶd. The ǁiŶe spilt all oǀeƌ the plaĐe, aŶd it ǁas floǁiŶg 

like ďlood. I ǁas shoĐked, sĐaƌed aŶd stood theƌe uŶŵoǀiŶg, 

lookiŶg at the ďƌokeŶ pieĐes aŶd Đƌossed ŵǇ fiŶgeƌs hopiŶg that 

ŵǇ fatheƌ ǁoŶ't ďeat ŵe oƌ toƌtuƌe ŵe. He slightlǇ ďeŶt his 

head aŶd took a deep ďƌeath out of fƌustƌatioŶ. The Ŷeǆt ŵiŶute 

he dƌagged ŵe toǁaƌds hiŵ aŶd staƌted stƌaŶgliŶg ŵe. I tƌied to 

ƌeŵoǀe his haŶds fƌoŵ ŵǇ ŶeĐk, ďut I ĐouldŶ't. All of a suddeŶ 



he stopped. He lifted ŵe up fuƌiouslǇ aŶd thƌeǁ ŵe agaiŶst the 

ǁall. "Hoǁ ŵaŶǇ tiŵes do I haǀe to tell Ǉou uŶtil Ǉou leaƌŶ to do 

thiŶgs ƌight ǁith peƌfeĐtioŶ?" he said ǁith a gƌiŵ eǆpƌessioŶ. 

The eǇes of hiŵ tuƌŶed ƌed like laǀa. "You aƌe as useless as this 

tƌash ĐaŶ," he shouted at ŵe, poiŶtiŶg at the tƌash ĐaŶ iŶ the 

ĐoƌŶeƌ. 

The sŵell of ǁiŶe eŶgulfed the ǁhole ƌooŵ. MǇ fatheƌ 

stood up aŶd kiĐked the Đhaiƌ ǁith full poǁeƌ. Fatheƌ tuƌŶed to 

his ƌight aŶd ǁeŶt iŶside the ǁashƌooŵ. "He ŵaǇ haǀe goŶe to 

ǁash off spilt ǁiŶe, off his dƌess," I said to ŵǇself. I ǁas leaŶiŶg 

agaiŶst the ǁall, aŶd ďlood dƌops ǁeƌe falliŶg oŶe ďǇ oŶe fƌoŵ 

ŵǇ ƌight teŵple oŶto the gƌouŶd. I l ifted ŵǇ shiƌt up aŶd ǁiped 

off soŵe of it. A ĐlatteƌiŶg souŶd Đaŵe fƌoŵ iŶside, aŶd it 

staƌtled ŵe foƌ a ŵoŵeŶt. The dooƌ got opeŶed ǁith a thud 

souŶd, aŶd ŵǇ fatheƌ looked like a ďeast. He ďƌought a head of 

a toothďƌush iŶ his haŶd. The fiŶgeƌs of his left haŶd ǁeŶt 

thƌough ŵǇ haiƌ sloǁlǇ aŶd Đaught ŵǇ haiƌ fƌoŵ theiƌ ƌoots. He 

tighteŶed the gƌip aŶd lifted ŵe fƌoŵ the flooƌ. He staƌed at ŵe 

like a falĐoŶ lookiŶg at its pƌeǇ aŶd oƌdeƌed ŵe to ĐleaŶ eŶtiƌe 

diƌt iŶ the house ďǇ plaĐiŶg that toothďƌush head iŶ ŵǇ haŶds. I 

ďeĐaŵe speeĐhless, aŶd I didŶ't kŶoǁ ǁhat to do. That ĐƌazǇ 

ŵaŶ ǁith Ŷo eŵotioŶs ŵade ŵe his slaǀe, aŶd his destƌuĐtiǀe 

aĐtioŶs had Ŷo liŵits. Teaƌs ŵoǀed doǁŶ fƌoŵ ŵǇ eǇes, aŶd I 

fell oŶ ŵǇ kŶees. "Dad, Ŷo dad, please doŶ't do this," I plea ded 



ǁith ŵǇ haŶds aƌouŶd his legs. The ƌoĐk shoǁed Ŷo ŵeƌĐǇ aŶd 

hit ŵe iŶ the faĐe ǁith his kŶee. 

Though I ǁas ďleediŶg aŶd soďďiŶg, he didŶ't eǀeŶ Đaƌe. 

The ŵoŶsteƌ left, aŶd I ĐleaŶed the ǁhole house ǁith that 

toothďƌush head. The paiŶ ǁas uŶďeaƌaďle. He did Ŷot just 

Đause ŵe phǇsiĐal sĐaƌs, ďut also Đaused ŵeŶtal sĐaƌs. SiŶĐe I 

ǁas fouƌ Ǉeaƌs old, eǀeƌǇ siŶgle daǇ he ďeat ŵe foƌ oŶe thiŶg oƌ 

the otheƌ, oŶe daǇ foƌ the ǁiŶe spilliŶg aŶd the otheƌ daǇ foƌ 

Ŷot haǀiŶg a haiƌĐut. 

He ǁas a ϰϱ-Ǉeaƌ-old ŵediuŵ sized ŵaŶ, ďut ǁith 

stƌoŶg aƌŵs aŶd faded haiƌstǇle, he used to look eǆaĐtlǇ like a 

ŵilitaƌǇ ŵaŶ. His eǇeďƌoǁs ǁeƌe thiĐk aŶd daƌk. He ǁas a 

ƌuthless ŵaŶ ǁith Ŷo seŶse of huŵouƌ aŶd a ŵaŶ of disĐipliŶe. 

"We ǁeƌe a happǇ faŵilǇ uŶtil Ǉou Đaŵe iŶto this ǁoƌld ," he 

used to saǇ to ŵe. Soŵetiŵes I thiŶk, ŵaǇďe I aŵ. MǇ ŵotheƌ, 

Saƌah left the faŵilǇ just afteƌ tǁo ŵoŶths of ŵǇ ďiƌth aŶd ŵǇ 

ďƌotheƌ BƌadleǇ, left a Ǉeaƌ afteƌ. I do Ŷot ƌeŵeŵďeƌ his faĐe, 

appaƌeŶtlǇ. MǇ fatheƌ Ŷeǀeƌ ƌeǀealed ǁhǇ ŵǇ ŵotheƌ aŶd 

ďƌotheƌ left, ďut all I ĐaŶ guess ǁas that ŵǇ ďƌotheƌ loǀed the 

ŵotheƌ, so ŵuĐh. 

I speŶt ŵost of the Ŷights iŶ ŵǇ Đhildhood, gaziŶg at the 

staƌs, thiŶkiŶg that oŶe of theŵ ŵight Đoŵe doǁŶ aŶd saǀe ŵe 

fƌoŵ the eǀil. I ďelieǀed that those staƌs ǁeƌe kŶights iŶ silǀ eƌ 

aƌŵouƌ pƌoteĐtiŶg the uŶiǀeƌse agaiŶst daƌkŶess. "The ǁeepiŶg 
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