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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Introduction

Within the pages of this eBook is the evidence that the account that our
Lord gave in Matthew’s Gospel that is commonly called “The Lord’s
Prayer” is actually “The Model Prayer.” The elements of the Model
Prayer are given in the first chapter. The Model Prayer is then re-
examined in the final chapter to compare just how much applied and
what did not apply to Jesus prayer in John 17, which is the real Lord’s
Prayer.

This was originally presented to the Mayfield Drive Baptist Church during
the Wednesday Evening Bible Study by the author. It was promised to
the congregation that the presentations would be put in an eBook. This
is fulfilment of that promise.

If someone desires a printed copy, please email International Missionary
Baptist Publications at director@imbmpodcasts.com for costs. The cost
is only what is needed to print a copy.

Joseph F. Roberts, ThD, PhD

Director

International Missionary Baptist Ministries
Chief Editor

International Missionary Baptist Publications
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The Model Prayer

TEXT: Matthew 6:9-15 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11
Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors.13 And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

Introduction: Prayer is one of the most powerful weapons that a
child of God has at his disposal, yet it is one of the most unused and
misused tool as well. We have to be taught how to pray. We do
not know automatically how to pray just because we are saved.
This is the reason Jesus included in His Sermon on the Mount
instructions on how to pray. This is the “Model Prayer” not the
“Lord’s Prayer” as many call it, and | will say more about that in just
a moment. The aim of this message is to present to you the need
to be taught how to pray and how the Lord taught His disciples.

. THE APPROACH.

Luke’s account prefaces the Model Prayer with the record of a
disciple’s request of the Lord to teach them to pray, Luke 11:1. And
it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when
he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to
pray, as John also taught his disciples.

s
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Jesus had set the example in prayer and that encouraged His
disciples. They were conscious of the need for training in this area.
It is sad to realize this type of training is greatly overlooked today.
Some say, “Just pray what is on your heart.” However, prayer
should be as God’s Word teaches. That is what the Model Prayer
is all about.

The Model Prayer is often is used in violation of the Lord’s
admonition against vain repetitions. Some feel there is value in
reciting it over and over in prayer. This is certainly odd, in view of
the fact only one verse separates the admonition and the Model
Prayer.

The Model Prayer is commonly called the Lord’s Prayer, but the
Lord’s Prayer is found in John 17. The Model Prayer is for believer’s
instruction. The Lord committed no sins; therefore, He could not
pray the Model Prayer. The Model Prayer teaches believers how
to pray.

After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. (Matthew 6:9) The Way Jesus
taught is direct. No device is needed to get God’s attention. There
is no need to go through someone else to talk to Him. He is the
saint’s spiritual Father. He is the Father-God, to Whom each
believer may go directly.

Prayer is reverent. Hallowed be thy name indicates we need an
attitude of reverence toward God in prayer. This takes prayer out
of the realm of begging and places it on the level of worship.

Il. THE SUBMISSION.
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One who genuinely prays should be submissive to the Lord and His
will. This is what Christ taught in the Model Prayer. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it in heaven, Matthew 6:10.
This removes prayer from the area of self to God and His cause.
True prayer is unselfish. Many cannot pray in this manner, because
they have no concern or involvement in the Lord’s work. Thy
kingdom come emphasizes that sphere over which the Lord reigns.
The fact is there are still many who do not want Him to reign over
them.

The believer’s major concern in prayerful petition should be God’s
work. Before praying about other matters, we should pray for
God’s cause. Christ needs to reign in hearts, lives, homes,
churches, and governments. That should be one’s great concern.

One day He shall reign in and over all things on earth as KING OF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, Revelation 19:16. In the meantime,
God’s people should pray for His reign to be over more than it is
now. Thisis even a problem in many churches. Not every member
accepts the reign of Christ over his life. Consequently, the Lord
asks, And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which
I say? (Luke 6:46). In other words, many are not willing to pray
about God’s work, because they are not willing to work in it. Thy
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven is a glorious prospect. In
Heaven God’s directive will is done perfectly, but that is not true on
earth. Therefore, there is always a need for more praying along
this line. Also, we cannot expect much progress in this area until
we are willing first for God’s will to be done in our lives.

lll. THE NEEDS.
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After prayerful petition regarding God’s work, we may petition God
for personal needs. The Lord taught His disciples to pray for daily
necessities. Give us this day our daily bread, Matthew 6:11. This
places our life in the very hands of God to provide needs. It does
not set aside the obligation to work for a living, but it does teach
the saved to have faith in God to provide. It is clear Paul believed
that. But my God shall supply your need according to his riches in
glory by Christ Jesus, Philippians 4:19.

There is also the personal need of forgiveness. Jesus taught His
people to pray for forgiveness.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, Matthew
6:12. To forgive means to erase or to wipe the slate clean. Debts
refer to failures or sins. When God forgives, He erases the debt.
He regards it paid. He forgives and forgets. If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness, | John 1:9.

There is the personal need of deliverance from evil. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen, Matthew
6:13. This is a caution and a safeguard against future sins. It heads
off things before there is a need for forgiveness. Deliverance is
available. There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it, | Corinthians
10:13.

The majestic conclusion of the Model Prayer ascribes all power and
glory to God to rule over His kingdom.
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IV. THE EXPLANATION.

At the close of the Model Prayer, the Lord explained one part of it,
the matter of forgiving others. For if ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly father will also forgive you: but if ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses, Matthew 6:14, 15. Itis apparent by His comment
the spirit of forgiveness is a characteristic of a child of God. Perhaps
the Lord explained this one petition, because there tends to be a
weakness toward an unforgiving spirit. The Lord taught Peter a
believer should forgive as often as necessary.

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother
sin against me, and | forgive him? Till seven times? Jesus saith
unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy
times seven, Matthew 18:21, 22. Then the Lord illustrated the
principle of forgiveness in a parable found in the same chapter,
verses 23-35. Also, forgiveness should be ...even as God for Christ’s
sake hath forgiven you, Ephesians 4:32. It should be ...even as
Christ forgave, so also do ye, Colossians 3:13. That places the spirit
of a believer’s forgiveness on a high level. After all, the Sermon on
the Mount is a call to a higher level of ethical and moral conduct.

Conclusion: A vital part of the Lord’s explanation of the principle
of forgiveness of daily sins depends much upon his attitude of
forgiveness toward others. Eternal forgiveness or salvation of the
soul is not in question. Fellowship with God is.

What is your attitude toward forgiveness? Do you have a forgiving
spirit? If not, you should get your heart right with God now, not
later.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Part 1

Text: John 17:1 1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes
to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that
thy Son also may glorify thee:

INTRODUCTION: In previous messages, we have learned that what
is commonly call the Lord’s Prayer is not really what is the Lord’s
Prayer. It is the Model Prayer.

It is called such by those who understand the Scriptures because
Jesus was giving the pattern by which we should pray.

Now that we understand that, we need to examine what the real
Lord’s Prayer really says and what does it mean.

Let us first get the setting of John 17.

Jesus and the disciples had just finished the Passover Supper and
He had instituted His Supper, the Lord’s supper. They had finished
with the supper and had left the upper room in Jerusalem where
they had met. They had proceeded out of the city and were going
to the Garden of Gethsemane which was one of Jesus’ favorite
places to pray.

Their proceeding to the Garden adds much to the interest of this
prayer in that it was in the stillness of the night, in the open air, and
in the peculiarly tender circumstances in which Jesus and the
disciples were.
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It is the longest prayer recorded in the New Testament. It was
offered on the most tender and solemn occasion that has ever
occurred in our world.

It is perhaps the most sublime composition to be found anywhere.
Jesus was about to die!

Having expressed His love to His disciples, and made known to
them His last desires, He now commends them to the protection
and blessing of the God the Father.

This prayer is an excellent example of the manner of His
intercession and shows the intense interest that He felt in behalf of
all who should become His followers in all ages of the world.

Now, let us begin our study of the Lord’s Prayer!

Sources: Albert Barns’ New Testament Commentary and Garner’s PowerBible CD.

John 17:1 KJV 1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that
thy Son also may glorify thee:

We find revealed to us in this verse the most common attitude, and
position, of pray in that day and time. We do not know with this
prayer if He was kneeling or standing. The verse does not reveal
that.

Later when we find him in the Garden, He was kneeling. If we run
a comparison of other Scriptures, we find that it is not uncommon
for a person that is praying, either in public or private, to lift up
his/her eyes up toward heaven. By way of contrast, let’s take a look
at Luke 18:13.
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Luke 18:13 KJV 13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast,
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

This verse relates to us that the Publican was under so much
conviction that he didn’t even feel that he was worthy to even
assume the common attitude of prayer. He simply asked God to
save him. The very mention of this informs us that this was a
common attitude of prayer.

You will notice that Jesus starts out His prayer by addressing the
Father. Since Jesus is the example for everything that we should
do, then we should also begin our prayers with “Father.”

Even more appropriately would be, “Our Father in heaven,”
“Heavenly Father,” or some combination of this that addresses God
as the Father and where He is located. We are to pray to no other.
Not Jesus, the Holy Spirit, Mary, etc., only God the Father.

We find no example anywhere in Scripture that we are to pray to
anyone but God the Father. Anything else and He is under no
obligation to answer any prayer that we pray.

If we want our prayers to be heard, then let us be correct in the

beginning.

We find in this verse that Jesus acknowledges that the time has
come for Him to die for all mankind. This was why He came to this
earth. His arrest was just minutes away.

He would be found in the Garden by those who had been led there
by Judas Iscariot. This was the beginning of the end.

11
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We could properly say that it was the beginning of the beginning.
It was the beginning of our redemption. It was the beginning of the
way for us to serve Him. It really wasn’t the end, but the beginning!

In the words Jesus spake concerning God glorifying Him, the Son,
we find that He is requesting that the Father demonstrate to the
world that He was indeed His Son.

This was what the multitude would not believe about Him.

They believed He was of the lineage of King David. That could be
established, and someone probably did establish it as fact.

We are not told that that did happen but as much as the Jews
refused to believe other things about Him and attacked Him on so
many things but not this probably that it had been verified by
someone in authority.

To me, that is just common sense that it would have been done,
especially with the claims that Jesus made. He is asking for the
Father to sustain Him thereby manifesting God’s power in His
death, resurrection and ascension as absolute proof that He was
the Son of God.

In the last phrase of this verse, Jesus asks that the Father glorify
Himself that He may glorify God the Father.

Albert Barns states in his New Testament Commentary that this
clearly refers to the manifestation of the honor of God which would
be made by the spread of the Gospel.

Jesus prayed that God would so honor Him in His death that striking
proof might be furnished that He was the Messiah, and thereby
men would be brought to honor God the Father.

12
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By His death the law, the truth and the mercy of God the Father
would be honored.

By the spread of the gospel and the salvation of the lost, by all that
Jesus had done and would do, now that He is glorified, to spread
the gospel, God the Father would be honored.

Conclusion: We have learned from this verse that Jesus set the
example for us in how to pray. We also learned that He was very
much aware that the cross was looming even closer. Let us pray as
Jesus did.

13
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Part 2

TEXT: John 17:2-4 2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4 | have glorified thee
on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

Introduction: In the last message we learned from verse one that
Jesus was the example that we are to follow in everything that we
do. Let us see what we can learn from verses 2-4!

2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.

In this verse Jesus reveals to us that God had given Him power, or
authority. It was on the grounds of this power given to Christ that
the apostles were commanded to go and teach all nations. If we
would but look, we would see that Jesus extended this commission
to the church to go into all the world.

The verse goes on to say that he was given this authority over all
flesh, meaning all men. This authority also meant that He could
give eternal life to anyone that He so desired.

We know that His desire was for all men to be saved.

Jesus then mentions that He was given the authority to give this
eternal to as many as God had given Him. What does this mean “to
as many as God had given Him”?

14
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It means to all on whom God the Father has purposed to bestow
the blessings of redemption through His Son. God has a planin all
He does, extending to men as well as to other objects.

One part of His plan was that the atonement of Christ should not
be in vain.

Hence he promised him that he should see of the travail of his soul
and should be satisfied (Isaiah 53:11); and hence the Saviour had
the assurance that the Father had given him a portion of the human
family, and would apply this great work to them.

It is to be observed here that the Saviour in this prayer makes an
important distinction between "all flesh" and those who were
"given him."

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he
shall bear their iniquities. (KJV)

He has power overall. He can control, direct, restrain them.

Wicked men are so far under His universal dominion, and so far
restrained by His power, that they will not be able to prevent His
bestowing redemption on those were given Him--that is, all who
will believe on Him.

Long ago, if they had been able, they would have banished religion
from the world; but they are under the power of Christ, and it is His
purpose that there shall be "a seed to serve Him," and that "the
gates of hell shall not prevail" against His church.

15
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Men who oppose the gospel should therefore feel that they cannot
prevent the salvation of Christians and should be alarmed lest they
be found "fighting against God."

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. (KJV)

This is the source of eternal life; or it is in this manner that it is to
be obtained. The knowledge of God and His Son Jesus Christ is itself
a source of unspeakable and eternal joy.

The word know as used in this verse, as in other places, expresses
more than a mere speculative acquaintance with the character and
perfections of God.

It includes all the impressions on the mind and life which a just view
of God and of the Saviour is fitted to produce. Itincludes, of course,
love, reverence, obedience, honor and gratitude.

To know God as He is, is to know and regard Him as a Lawgiver, a
Sovereign, a Parent and a Friend. It is to yield the whole soul to
Him, and strive to obey His law.

Jesus used the phrase “the only true God.” The only God, in
opposition to all false gods. God has never said that there were no
other gods. He simply told the Israelites to have no other gods
before Him. It is also said of Him that He is the only true and living
God.

Jesus continues in this verse to name Himself. To know Jesus Christ
is to have a practical impression of Him as He is to suffer His
character and work to make their due impression on our hearts and
lives.
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