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Foreword

Scriptural Apologetics 101 serves as an excellent book for
studying the basic Bible Doctrines. They are set forth in a
simple and easily understandable way. Bible Teacher John
Scott Roesch is a very knowledgeable teacher of the Bible.
Each reader would do well by learning from this book.

Joseph F. Roberts, ThD, PhD.

Director

International Missionary Baptist Ministries
Editor

International Missionary Baptist Ministries Publishing
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Apologetics is a word that some people are scared of
for really no reason at all. Put in the simplest terms, it is
knowing why you believe something.

Children that believe in Santa Claus will tell you that
they believe because someone (many times the parents) told
them about him. They might mention that there are a lot of
television specials about him as well.

That is the foundation of their faith in their belief.
Their honest trust in the people who told them this doesn’t
make Santa any more real.

Just because someone tells you something; just
because you’ve heard it all your life; in fact, just because
you’ve heard something in a sermon doesn’t mean it was
right. Unchecked but trusted facts can lead to heresy;
Scripture even tells us to try the spirits.

This book contains scripture to back up our beliefs,
and is the first in a series of books to equip anyone with the
facts to prove or disprove their beliefs.

This purpose of this isn’t to insult anyone; its sole
intention is to explain what the Bible teaches in a kind but
straightforward way.

These are not Baptist beliefs, they are Biblical
beliefs, told in a non-complicated (we hope) way.

Thank you, and God bless.

John Roesch
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All Scripture is From the King James Version of the Holy
Bible
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The Facts About the Rapture

What we believe concerning the rapture can have
many different effects on us as believers. I live in Florida,
and on more than one occasion, we’ve experienced strong
hurricanes. When we’re warned of one of these, we make
preparations; we stock up on non-perishable food (in case
the power goes out); water, in case our water supply
becomes non-purified and we can’t boil it because our stoves
are electric.

We buy enough batteries for anything that uses them,
including flashlights and radios, among other things.

It is only because we are warned of the storm that
allows us to prepare for it. If earthquakes had early warning,
five or six days in advance, those warnings, | am sure, would
not go unheeded.

We all know and have witnessed to those unsaved
around us, and many times this witnessing involves the
return of Jesus. Those who believe in the pre-tribulation
rapture probably tell how the next event on God’s calendar
is the rapture of the saved, and how bad the world would be
afterwards, warning them that they don’t want to be here
when that happens.

If they have the timing of the rapture wrong, when
these events in Revelation come to pass, two things will be
different. First, they are wondering why they are still here,
and that (they believe) the Bible was wrong, and if that’s the
case, what else was it wrong concerning? They can end up
with a broken spirit.
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Second, those that they witnessed to will have no
reason to believe anything they were told about the Bible
because this one thing that they are part of, these events,
show that they were lied to about the Bible, and this can
harden a heart.

Without any preparation, living in these times would
be even more difficult than it should be; it’s already expected
to be demanding.

In this study, we want you to see why a pre-
tribulation rapture is a heresy, and the mid-tribulation belief
stands up to scripture.

We will look first at the prophesy of the 70 weeks,
giving us the timeframe of these events.
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70 Weeks of Daniel

The seventieth week of Daniel is quickly
approaching, for those wanting a refresher course, or simply
to see our perspective on it, let us go into a little detail at this
point.

Daniel chapter 9 contains what is arguably the most
important prophecy recorded, for it shows the timetable of
God’s plan of redemption.

Daniel 9

24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy
people and upon thy holy city, to finish the
transgression, and to make an end of sins,
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to
anoint the most Holy. 25 Know therefore
and understand, that from the going forth of
the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and
two weeks: the street shall be built again,
and the wall, even in troublous times. 26
And after threescore and two weeks shall
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and
the people of the prince that shall come shall
destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto
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the end of the war desolations are
determined. 27 And he shall confirm the
covenant with many for one week: and in
the midst of the week he shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for
the overspreading of abominations he shall
make it desolate, even until the
consummation, and that determined shall
be poured upon the desolate.

The first word in the Hebrew of Daniel 9:24 is 92w
(8a-bu-‘im) or weeks: literally a collection of sevens; but
these are not weeks of days but weeks of years.

A year has different lengths based on the calendar it
is derived from. A Gregorian or Julian year is either 365 or
366 days, depending on if it is a leap year or not.

A Jewish year will have either 353, 354, 355, 383
,384, or 385 days, because they use leap months, not days,
as well as add or subtract a day to prevent Rosh Hoshana
from falling on certain days of the week. A Hebrew (civil)
year begins on Tishrei 1, but the Jewish (religious) year
begins on Nisan 1.

The Hindi and Chinese calendars are similar to the
Hebrew, but the length of the years doesn’t coincide, so they
are the same length, but not at the same time.

So how long is the year recorded in Daniel 9?
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These years are commonly called prophetic years,
and are not based on any man-made calendar, as most, if not
all, our calendars are solar based (Gregorian, Mayan, and
similar) or lunar based (Jewish, Hindi, and such).

A prophetic year is 360 days, and this isn’t a number
we’ve pulled out of a hat, we see this timing explained in the
book of Revelation, the 12" chapter starting at verse 6, Israel
goes into hiding for 1,260 days.

When we get to verse 14, it is called “a time, and
times, and half a time”. 1 +2 + 1/2 = 3 1/2, and just a little
reasoning would indicate that a time is a year here, making
3 1/2 years as 1,260 days, and a year, or a time as 360 days.

So how long is 70 weeks? A week (of years) would
be 2,520 days; multiply that times 70 and you have 176,400
days in this prophesy. If that prophecy began when it was
given (circa 530 BC), it would have ended before Jesus had
been born. Since that isn’t the case, let’s see if we can find
the beginning of the count.

Luckily the prophecy indicates when it began “from
the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks,
and threescore and two weeks”.

Here we see two events as well as two times; the
command to rebuild Jerusalem with its walls and the arrival
of Messiah the Prince. Rebuilding Jerusalem would take 49
years, and Jesus would reveal Himself as the Messiah
156,240 days or 434 years after Jerusalem was completed.
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We can pinpoint when this was all set in motion
thanks to both how the Jewish calendar is based as well as
the writing of Nehemiah, who recorded when this event
occurred. In Artaxerxes’ twentieth year, narrowed down by
the Hebrew month of Nisan having just begun. As every
Hebrew month begins with the thinnest crescent moon being
seen, that would place the date of the decree as between
March 5 and 8, 444 BC.

17,640 days later, Jerusalem and its streets and walls
were complete, and the countdown to the next part of the
prophecy began: Palm Sunday. Messiah the Prince would
present Himself to the people as their rightful King, only to
be rejected.

However, that is only 69 weeks; the seven to rebuild
Jerusalem, and the sixty-two until the Messiah reveals
Himself. What happened to that seventieth week?

The rejection of Jesus as Messiah wasn’t a surprise
to God, so he had a timeout built in. We are inside that
timeout right now, and God has never said how long that
timeout is to last.

It is referred to as the church age, the time of the
gentiles, the age of grace, and sometimes even simply the
great timeout. So, when is this timeout over? Scripture tells
us in Daniel 9:27.

The prince that shall come is not the Prince recorded
in verse 25. Jesus is the Prince of that verse, and a different
prince is spoken of after that. Verse 26 speaks of ‘the people
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of the prince that shall come’, but isn’t speaking of him
specifically. Jerusalem was trodden in AD 70. That wasn’t
the beginning of the 70th week either.

The event that ends the timeout is the one-week
covenant, commonly called the seven-year peace treaty. The
world goes quickly downhill after that.
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