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INTRODUCTION

The topic of money is a touchy subject when it comes to Christians. This is
because the majority of people don’t understand money. In addition, the
majority of Christians don’t understand what God says about money. This is
amazing because money and possessions are the second most talked about
thing in the Bible. That mean, if people don’t understand what God says about
money then they must not be reading their Bibles.

This is a very sad realization. But wait, it gets even sadder. The average
American household owns four Bibles, yet only one-fifth of Americans regularly
read their Bible. This is why people don’t understand money. God talks a lot
about money and provides many clear instructions on what we are to do with it
and how we are to feel about it.

There is a common belief among Christians that money is a bad thing and that
if you have a lot of money you must be bad. This is absolutely crazy! In fact, it is
practically the opposite. Money is something that God wants us to have. He
wants us to live comfortable lives. Think about it. If Christians believe that
being rich is bad then who will get rich? The non-Christians. Do you really want
the non-Christians to have all the money? | certainly don’t!

Money provides the means to accomplish a lot of things, good or evil. If
Christians have the majority of the money think of all the good that can be
done. However, if non-Christians have all the money think of the things they
could do with it. Therefore, it is your duty to learn about money and what God
wants you to do with it. You are to be diligent. The Bible says the diligent
prosper.

Make it your ambition to increase your wealth in a Godly way. Learn how to
handle money God’s way and start doing good with the money you have.
Money flows from the hands the foolish to the hands of the wise. Remember
that a fool and his money are quickly parted. Do you want to be a fool? | hope
not. Therefore, become wise with your money. Read this study in addition to
your Bible and dedicate the time to learn what God wants you to learn.



This study has been divided up into 14 short lessons that you can read and then
discuss with a group of people so that you can all begin to understand money.
The lessons are designed to be quick and simple and get you to think. In
addition, | encourage you to take the time to reflect on the content and look
up the verses mentioned. Really dig deep and examine the scriptures.

Take the effort to educate yourself and discuss this information with those
around you. Don’t simply read it and do nothing. Read it and engage with
others so you can all help each other out. You will gain much more knowledge
by reading the lessons and the accompanying verses and talking about them
than if you only read the lessons.

How quickly you move through this devotional is up to you. You can choose to
complete one lesson each day and have it done in two weeks or you can use it
as an excellent group study topic and complete one lesson each time you meet,
which will stretch the course of the study over weeks or months. It is entirely
up to you. As long as you take the time to truly understand what is going on
then this study will be a success.



LESSON 1

HANDLE MONEY GOD’S WAY

Money and possessions are the second most talked-about thing in the Bible.
Therefore, they are important. God is spending a lot of time telling you about
money, so you need to listen to Him. The Bible is the ultimate financial guide.
You need to be wise with your money and listen to what God tells you to do
with it. A fool and his money are soon parted; therefore, be wise. God wants
you to have a plan for your money. Be sure you know the condition of your
flocks, give careful attention to your herds (Proverbs 27:23). You probably don’t
have flocks and herds. However, flocks and herds were assets in Bible times,
and you certainly have assets. You are to not only know the condition of your
assets, but you are to pay careful attention to them. That means you need to
know where they are and what they are doing at all times. Your money needs
to be budgeted, whether in your mind or on paper, every cent accounted for.
Your possessions need to have a place and be well maintained. Nothing is lost.
God doesn’t lose anything, neither should you. Follow God’s plan. He certainly
has one.



STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship means to be a steward, and a steward is someone who manages
the wealth and assets of another. God calls you to be a good steward, to
practice good stewardship. That means that you are a manager of the things
you own. You are a steward of the Lord, and everything that you have belongs
to Him. He has provided it for you to manage and take care of. You are to
manage it wisely and to follow His instructions. That means that the first 10
percent of everything He gives you must go back to God. In addition,
everything you have must be used to glorify Him by blessing others. Each of
you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms (1 Peter 4:10). Keep in mind that
everything you have belongs to God. You are simply a steward, a manager, of
His wealth. If you adopt that mentality, it will also be easier to bless others by
giving away your money. It is easier to spend other people’s money than your
own. Remember that it is all God’s and you are to do with it as He commands.



FIRST 10 PERCENT TO GOD

Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops
(Proverbs 3:9). The Bible tells you to give God the first of all your wealth.
Although you may not grow crops, you do earn money, and all that money
comes from the Lord. But how much do you give Him? Deuteronomy 14:22 says,
Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. You are to
give God 10 percent of all your income. This tenth of what you earn is to come
off the top of your pay. That means God must be your first payment out of your
check. As an example, let’s say you make one thousand dollars. You take that
cash and give five hundred to the mortgage company, two hundred to the
grocery store, one hundred to the car dealer, and one hundred to church. You
gave one hundred to church, and that is 10 percent, which is good. However,
you gave God’s 10 percent to the mortgage company. Proverbs 3:9 is very clear
that you must give first to God. Then you may do what you please with the rest.
There are no exceptions to this. Out of every paycheck, give first to God and
then to everyone else.



TITHING TO TEST GOD

You’ve probably been taught not to test God. Growing up you might have
learned of the time when Jesus was tempted and He quoted scripture to the
devil to beat the temptations. One of these scriptures was Matthew 4:7, which
says, Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.”” This scripture was used in reference to an Old Testament passage
from Deuteronomy 6:16, which says, Do not put the LORD your God to the test
as you did at Massah. Both of these show the importance of respecting God’s
authority and not testing Him. However, in one action, you are permitted to
test God. In fact, He commands it. “Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty,
“and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it” (Malachi 3:10).
Therefore, you are asked directly by God to test Him by bringing your whole
tithe to the storehouse. Bring a tenth of your income to your local church and
give it back to God; He tells you what will happen if you do this. What are you
waiting for?



UNDER A CURSE

You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me
(Malachi 3:9). God is telling this to His people when discussing the tithe. He told
them that they are robbing Him of the tithe, which is to be returned to God.
When Adam and Eve were in the garden, they were given one rule. Don’t eat of
this one tree. They ate of the tree and, as a result, became cursed with the
knowledge of good and evil. They now knew right from wrong and were
shamed. They took something that wasn’t theirs to take, and they placed
themselves under a curse. In the same way, when it comes to your income, you
have one rule. Tithe the first tenth back to God. Be sure to set aside a tenth of
all that your fields produce each year (Deuteronomy 14:22). You can choose
whether or not you follow this rule. It is really simple. The Bible tells you exactly
what to do with the first tenth of your income in Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. That means you
must bring it to God’s house, your church. Don’t keep what’s not yours to have.



ROBBING THE LORD

If you are not tithing, then you are keeping what is not yours to have. You are
engaging in the act of greed. According to the Bible, there are only two things
you can do with a tithe. You can either bring it back to the Lord (Malachi 3:10).
Or you can keep it for yourself and rob God. “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet
you rob me. But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ In tithes and offerings”
(Malachi 3:8). The tithe belongs to the Lord. Everything you have belongs to
the Lord. God is simply asking you to thank Him for His provisions by returning
10 percent of what He has given you (Deuteronomy 14:22). It is all His anyway,
so why not give your tithe back to Him to show your appreciation. If you do, He
will reward you (Malachi 3:10). If you don’t, then you will be placing yourself
under a curse. You will be robbing God, and in so doing, you are robbing
yourself of a blessing from God. Therefore, you are placing yourself under a
curse (Malachi 3:9). It is your choice. You can be cursed or be blessed.
Personally I’d rather be blessed.



GIVING IS DIFFERENT THAN TITHING

Giving to those in need is a wonderful way to show your devotion to God. Jesus
tells others many times to give to those in need. Jesus said it is more blessed to
give than to receive (Acts 20:35). However, many people confuse this giving
with tithing. People believe that giving and tithing are the same thing. However,
they are not. Tithing is to come from the first of your income. This is the first 10
percent of everything you earn (Proverbs 3:9). Giving is done in addition to
tithing. It is an additional act of charity done with leftover income. Tithes are to
go to your local church, the storehouse (Malachi 3:10). Giving is done to
charities, or to those in need. The dynamic and order is something like this:
When you receive income, you are to tithe with the first tenth, then you are to
pay your bills, then invest and ensure you leave an inheritance for your family
(Proverbs 13:22); and then, any other leftover money is yours to do with as you
please. You may save it, spend it, or give it. It would be best to practice a
combination of the three.



LESSON 8

GIVING IN SECRET

In the first part of Matthew 6, there are great instructions on how you are to
give to the poor. You are not to announce your giving or to tell others about it
(Matthew 6:2). This is something that is between you and God. Your reward
will not be from other people, so don’t even tell them. The Lord knows exactly
what you are giving. Matthew 6:3-4 says, But when giving to the needy, do not
let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may
be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
This means tell no one. Do not even let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing! Your giving must be done in secret, or you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven. This means you must be humble. It’s okay if
someone sees you, but don’t make a spectacle of it. Perform your giving, and if
praised by someone, simply be polite and move on. The point is not to
intentionally solicit attention and praise for your giving.



BE A CHEERFUL GIVER

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians
9:7). God wants you to decide ahead of time what you are going to give. Then
He wants you to give it freely and willingly and be cheerful about giving it. You
are not to feel obligated; you are to feel privileged. Privileged in that you have
the means to give. Remember, giving is different than tithing. Tithing comes
off the top of your income and is a fixed amount. Whereas giving comes off the
bottom of your income and can vary depending on how much you have. That is
why God wants you to decide in your heart what you are going to give. If you
have money left over this month and decide to put it toward savings, then you
are not going to give it away. Maybe you decide to give a certain percentage of
your remaining money and then save or spend the rest. Either way, God is
telling you to have a plan for your money. God loves plans, and if you want to
be like God, then you need to plan as well.



LESSON 10

SLAVE TO THE LENDER

The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender (Proverbs
22:7). If you follow God’s plan for your money, then you will learn to hate debt.
The borrower is slave to the lender. Do you want to be a slave? | don’t think so.
Your debt supports the companies to which you are indebted. Your income is
becoming outgone and is going to those who are wiser than you. You need to
follow God and get out of debt. Think of the good your money could do if it
were going where God wants instead of going to those companies. Whoever
has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not
have, even what they have will be taken from them (Matthew 13:12). Look at
how perfectly this applies to the world today. The loan companies that are
loaded with money are collecting tons of money from people like you who
have nothing compared to them. Money flows from the hands of fools to the
hands of the wise. Work to make sure that you are wisely handling your money.
Income is yours. You worked hard for your money, why not keep it.



LESSON 11

OKAY TO BE RICH

Do not be ashamed of becoming wealthy. God wants you to be rich and very
well-off. In fact, several of God’s followers were very wealthy. Consider
Abraham, the father of nations. He was a very rich man who had all kinds of
land, livestock, workers, and servants. He was a great follower of God. In
addition, Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, was very rich and was a
good friend of Jesus. How about Joseph of Arimathea? Of course he was rich.
He had a tomb and requested to put Jesus in there after his death. Not only did
Joseph place Jesus in his own tomb, but he also prepared the body for burial.
This was a very expensive process. All the perfumes and spices that went on a
body were very costly. And don’t forget Job. Job was arguably the most
devout follower of God of all time. Job was very blessed and very rich. Then he
was literally put through hell by Satan. Yet he still remained faithful to God.
Once Satan was through, God blessed Job even more than He blessed him
before. God wants to bless you. If you follow Him, you can be very rich indeed.



LESSON 12

INVEST GOD’S WAY

Money is one of the most widely mentioned topics in the Bible. God spends so
much time discussing money because it is very important. In order to go
through life on earth, you need money. God wants to provide you with lots of
money so you have an enjoyable life on earth (1 Timothy 6:19). You need to
follow Him, and He will bless you. He has a foolproof guide for you to follow
when it comes to money. He provides you with instructions and wants you to
have a plan for your money (Proverbs 13:16). In Ecclesiastes 11:2, He says, Invest
in seven ventures, yes, in eight; you do not know what disaster may come upon
the land. That means you need to invest your money. Not only in long-term
investments such as retirement, but also in many things. Invest in seven
ventures—yes, in eight. God wants you to diversify your money because you
do not know what may happen. If you put all your eggs in one basket and the
fox comes, you’ll be out of eggs. Listen to God, diversify your assets, and be
prepared for anything that may happen.



Thank You for previewing this eBook

You can read the full version of this eBook in different formats:

» HTML (Free /Available to everyone)

» PDF /TXT (Available to V.I.P. members. Free Standard members can
access up to 5 PDF/TXT eBooks per month each month)

» Epub & Mobipocket (Exclusive to V.I.P. members)

To download this full book, simply select the format you desire below

N\~
Ej Free-Ebooks.net


http://www.free-ebooks.net/

