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Wearing the same sandals I use when I portray Jesus in my
one-man play, Road to Bethany, I walked the Stations of the Cross,
collecting the same dirt from Jerusalem in my toes that Jesus did,
then trudged up Mt. Olive. In the summer of 1991, I visited Israel
intent on experiencing place-locations for my play. I went where
He went, from the Dead Sea north to the shores of Galilee and
beyond to the source of the Jordan River. After this visit it came
to me that I should write about His last year on earth, because
the gospels tell us where he went and what He did, but almost
nothing of the “why.” Accompany Him now, via these gospels,
on this, His final journey, beginning with the feeding of the
“5000,” and leading inexorably to His crucifixion, death and
resurrection. On the way I will attempt to explain why He did
what He did and why He went where He did. Think of Jesus:
The Final Journey as a mystery story, not so much as a
“whodunit,” but rather a “whydunit.” Shall we go?

ROBERT E. MACKLIN, a graduate of West Point, retired from
the army and became an actor. His play, Road to Bethany,
performed over three hundred times, and one of four one-man
plays he has written captures the passion of the crucifixion.
This play on the life of Jesus formed the germ of an idea for
writing his first book, Jesus: The Final Journey.
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INTRODUCTION

Why did I write this book?
I am not a Theologian nor am I learned in the ways of

religion and scripture.
Why?
Because I am an actor and a writer who has been greatly

blessed to portray the most beloved man of all
time,.Jesus…Jesus of Nazareth for over twenty years. I have
lived the role of Jesus more than three hundred times, while
appearing in my one-man play, ROAD TO BETHANY.

During these portrayals I have rubbed elbows with Jesus,
worn his clothing and walked in his sandals. At all times
before the presentations and during I call upon the Spirit of
Jesus Christ to come to me and He has graciously answered
my call. There have been times during performances where
thoughts emotions and actions have taken place that did not
feel as though they were mine.

For example, once, prior to exiting the stage, I felt this
electricity surge through me. Not a great electrical shock, a
subdued one, nonetheless evident…a tingling sensation. I
realized that I was being shown, physically to a small
degree, the feeling that Jesus experienced, and how he
would notice the draining of “power” in his body when the
woman touched his garment (Luke 8:43-46)
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…LUKE 8:43-46…And a woman who had a
hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be healed
by anyone, came up behind Him, and touched the
fringe of His cloak; and immediately her hemorrhage
stopped. And Jesus said, “Who is the one who
touched me?”…”Peter said, “Master, the multitudes
are crowding and pressing uponYou.” But Jesus
said, “Someone did touch Me, for I was aware that
power had gone out of Me.”

The play, ROAD TO BETHANY, is rather straight-
forward in its presentation, with some exceptions. But it is
these exceptions that make the play memorable.

The audience meets Jesus outside Jericho on the road to
Bethany on his final journey to Jerusalem and subsequent
trials. The introduction to the play allows the audience to go
back into the past and join a large “unseen” audience, so that
everything that takes place occurs at that moment…”real
time”. The audience experiences the presence of Jesus in
characteristic action for over thirty minutes.

In his conversation with both the seen and “unseen”
audience the entire life of Jesus is revealed, from birth
through the resurrection. That makes the play interesting
and enlightening, but the drama comes when he receives
revelations of what is to occur in the coming trial. When that
happens he goes into a trance-like state and does and says
what is revealed to him. He actually ascends the cross in
view of the audience.

I wrote this play to bring to the people of today a small
idea, dramatically, of what Jesus experienced at his
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