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INTRODUCTION 
Give thanks to the LORD for He is good, His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

Give thanks to the Uncreated Creator of all gods; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

Give thanks to the Mightiest of all lords; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

He alone performs great wonders; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

Out of His deep knowledge He made the heavens; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

He constructed the earth upon the deep waters; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

He created the Sun, Moon and Stars; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

He did not forsake us when we are down and in need of Him; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

He freed us from our powerful enemies; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 

He provided all that is needed for every living creature; His Love and Mercy are everlasting.  

Give praise to the Uncreated Creator of all things both visible and invisible; His Love and Mercy are 

everlasting. 

Give thanks to the God of heaven and earth; His Love and Mercy are everlasting. 
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CHAPTER 1 

THE LOVE OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

For God loved the world so much that He gave His only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not die 

but have eternal life. (John 3:16 TEV) 
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WHAT IS LOVE? 

Love means different things to different people. Love is an emotion of strong affection and personal 

attachment (Oxford illustrated American Dictionary 1998 & Merriam Webster Collegiate Dictionary) 

In philosophical context, love is a virtue representing all human kindness, compassion and affection. 

Love is central to many religion as in the Christian phrase, “God is love” or Agape in the canonical gospel 

(Deus Caritas Est, Roman Catholic encyclical by Pope Benedict XVI). 

Love may also be described as actions towards others (or oneself) based on Compassion. From Eric, “The 

Art of Loving”, Harper Perennial (1956), Original English Version, ISBN 978-0060958282. 

The word “Love” can refer to a variety of different feelings, states, and attitudes, ranging from generic 

pleasure, for example (I loved that meal) to intense interpersonal attraction (I love my partner). Love 

can also refer specifically to the passionate desire and intimacy of romantic love, to the sexual love of 

Eros (cf. Greek words for love), to the emotional closeness of familial love, or to the platonic love that 

defines friendship, to the profound oneness or devotion of religious love. 

 

KINDS OF LOVE 

Love could be divided into four types namely: Charitable Love, Friendship Love, Erotic Love and 

Unconditional Love. 

Charitable Love:  

It is sometimes referred to as security love. This love is the love that everybody needs to survive. It is 

that feeling of being cared for and nurtured. We express this love when giving money, food, help, etc to 

people in need. It means showing kindness and sympathy towards others. 

Friendship Love: 

Friendship love or brotherly love or platonic love is derived from the Greek word Philia which means 

love between you and someone who is totally honest, open and comfortable. It is affection free of 

sexual feelings. 

Erotic Love: 

Erotic love is derived from the Greek word Eros which means sexual desire or feeling. It is when you see 

a person for the first time and he/she makes your knees go weak or gives you butterflies in your 

stomach i.e. “Love at first sight”. Many people don’t even love the person they think they are in love 

with. They fall in love with the idea of being in love. This is more of a lustful kind of love; it wears off 

after a while and sometimes leads to deep hatred.   
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Unconditional Love: 

This is the real, true or sincere love, the love that lasts forever. Nothing can destroy unconditional love. 

To love someone unconditionally means that you love the person exactly as he/she is, exactly as he/she 

was before and exactly as he/she will be in the future because people change all the time. If you love a 

person unconditionally, you will love them even if they become something you disagree with. 

Unconditional love is self-sacrificing, unconditional love is more of a spiritual thing. It’s not bound by 

physical things, like blood relations and the desire to procreate. It has nothing whatsoever to do with 

sex. 

Unconditional love could be called Agape, a Greek word which means Love, the love of God. Paulo 

Coelho defines it as “the love that consumes” i.e. the highest and purest form of love, one that 

surpasses all other types of affection.  

 

GOD’S LOVE 

Agape is love which is of and from God, His very nature is love itself. Saint John the Apostle affirms this 

in 1John 4:8 thus: 

But if a person isn’t loving and kind, it shows that he doesn’t know God – for God is love. 

God does not only love, He is love itself. Everything God does flows from His love. But it is worthy to 

note that God’s love is not a sappy, sentimental love such as we often hear portrayed. God loves 

because that is His very nature and the extreme expression of His being. 

God loves us so much, even sinners, not because we deserve to be loved, but because it is His very 

nature to do so and He must be true to His nature and behavior. God’s love is displayed most clearly on 

the cross at mount Calvary, where Jesus Christ the Son of God, a King and a Priest died for the unworthy 

creatures of the world who were dead spiritually and in sins. See Ephesians 2:1-10 and Romans 5:6-8. 

The object of Agape love never does anything to merit His love. We are the undeserving recipients upon 

whom He generously gives that love. His love was demonstrated when He sent His Son into the world to 

“seek and save those who were lost” (Luke 19:10), and to provide eternal life to those He sought and 

saved. He paid the ultimate sacrifice for those He loves. 

One may ask: “does God love everyone or just Christians?” The word of God gives the answer thus: 

For God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may 

not die but have eternal life. (John 3:16 TEV) 

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

(1John 2:2 NIV) 
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In the above sense, God loves everyone in the whole world. This love is not conditional – it is based only 

on the fact that God is a God of love, see 1John 4:8 and 16. God’s love for the whole world results in the 

fact that God shows His mercy by not immediately punishing mankind for their sins. Romans 3:23 and 

6:23 explain thus: 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

For the wages of sin is death;  but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

God’s love for the whole world is manifested in the fact that He gives people the opportunity to repent: 

The Lord is not slow to do what He has promised, as some think. Instead, He is patient with you, 

because He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants all to turn away from their sins. (2Peter 

3:9 TEV) 

However, God’s love for the whole world does not mean He will ignore sin. Mind you, God is also a God 

of justice. Sin can not go unpunished forever. 2Thessalonians 1:6 and Romans 3:25-26 explains better: 

While at the same time He is preparing judgment and punishment for those who are hurting you. 

For God sent Christ Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to end all God’s anger against us. He 

used Christ’s blood and our faith as the means of saving us from His wrath. In this way, He was being 

entirely fair, even though He did not punish those who sinned in former times. For He was looking 

forward to the time when Christ would come and take away those sins, and now in these days also He 

can receive sinners in this same way, because Jesus took away their sins. 

But isn’t this unfair for God to let criminals go unpunished and say that they are innocent? No, for He 

does it on the basis of their trust in Jesus who took away their sins. 

The most loving act of eternity is described in Romans 5:8. Anyone who ignores God’s love, who rejects 

Christ Jesus as saviour, who denies the Saviour who bought him/her will be subject to God’s wrath for 

eternity. See 2Peter 2:1 and Romans 1:18-19 for further explanation. 

 

GOD IS LOVING AND CARING 

What a loving and caring God we have. If only we knew how much He loves us and cares for us, we 

would rest in His love and cast all our cares on Him. 

When God created the world, He made all that was required; there was nothing He didn’t create which 

should have been created. 

God’s loving and caring plan for man before the fall was that He made man to live forever, He made us 

in His image and likeness meaning that we were made members of His family, a royal people i.e. princes 

and princesses and the Angels were to serve us and provide for our other needs. See Romans 8:17.  

 We were created to always be in His presence, not bordering ourselves to work much because all had 

been provided for. When you feel hungry, you go to any tree of your choice and eat. The trees were 
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created to work out our food and serves as healing from aging. See 2Esdras 7:123, Revelation 22:2 and 

Ezekiel 47:12. 

Do you know that God created vehicles for various means of transportation for man? 

The vehicles God created for transportation was the horse, ox, donkey, camel, ostrich, etc. See Job 

39:18-24; Numbers 22:22; Genesis 24:61; Exodus 4:20; Zechariah 9:9. They were created perfectly to the 

extent that you hardly have any accident and if at all there is an accident, you won’t die.  

For flight, we have the Angels, Chariots of fire, etc. See Psalm 91:11-12, 2King 2:11 and Acts 8:26-40. For 

Sailing, we could construct an Ark, Ship, etc, according to God’s specifications. We could make the sea 

water to create a passage by forming a wall of water at the left and at the right and then ride through on 

dry grounds or better still walk or ride on the water. See Genesis 6:14-16, Exodus 14:21-22, 2Kings 2:8 

and Matthew 14:25-31. 

That was part of how God lovingly planned the world. He was to be our King and we are to be a royal 

member of His family. But man disobeyed and power and authority over the earth moved from man to 

satan.  Initially, we had the power and authority to do the above; we were given control over the world 

until when we fell. Ever since then, it had been one problem to another. Read Genesis 1:28. 

Today, satan is using science and technology in disguise as a means to further take us away from all that 

the good Lord had already provided for. 

It is true that science and technology had some good, but let’s tell ourselves the truth. Is science and 

technology perfect? The answer is obviously no because science and technology have in the course of 

trial and error; destroyed so many things in the world, knowingly and unknowingly. Remember, what 

seems good is not good but what is good is good. 

Science and technology invented vehicles with engines, air plane, ship, guns, train, nuclear weapons, 

bombs, drugs, etc. But truly, at the long run have all these benefited man and the world at large? It has 

not because the carbon monoxide emitting from these engines is destroying the ozone layer and it is 

also poisonous to ones health when inhaled and which could lead to death. Some drugs have bad side 

effects that could lead to complications. We have even lost our loved ones to car crash, plane crash, 

train accidents, bomb explosions and so on and so forth. 

Since we have found ourselves in this mess, the best we could do is to dedicate all we have unto the 

Lord for His blessings, for His blessing is perfect and causes no sorrow. 

I was amazed when I discovered that a 15 years old girl in America does not know Jesus Christ. I was on 

yahoo messenger one faithful night, trying to chat with someone. I clicked on a particular name I saw in 

a chat room so we could chat but to my greatest surprise it was a 15 years old girl. I never expected it, I 

asked myself; “what will I discuss with this small girl?” Then, a thought came to me that I should discuss 

Jesus with her. 

Could you believe that this girl from America (USA) does not know Jesus Christ? She asked me who He 

was; after telling her, she told me that science is what she believes in and that there is no God. She sees 
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Jesus Christ as just a man and not a God. We didn’t chat for long though then she left. Imagine how 

many of her kind would there be in America today. 

If science and technology claims to be all or feels she could challenge the wisdom of God, she should 

create man using the earth without cloning or making use of sperms. She should pay a visit to the sun 

and walk on it; she should give life back to a dead man, etc. Science and technology is not perfect but 

God is. Please read Job 38, 39, 40, 41 and 42:2-3. 

Science and technology should be focused on the things that are of great favour and benefit to all the 

creatures and created things of the world and not on things that causes pains and sorrows. 

God is so loving and caring to the extent that He knows you by your name. He knows you, He knows me, 

He knows everybody by name and He has good plans for us all. See Jeremiah 1:5 and 29:11-13, Isaiah 

45:3-4, 49:1. 

God never abandoned us despite our sins; He forgives, forgives and forgives even to the point of laying 

His life to redeem us. The only thing He wants from us in return is to give Him our hearts and do His will 

and by so doing, we will see His goodness.  

My son, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways. (Proverbs 23:26 NIV)      

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him. (Psalm 34:8 NIV) 

Finally, God loves everyone unconditionally in that He shows mercy to everyone by not destroying us 

immediately because of sin. At the same time, God only has “covenant love” for those who place their 

faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not have life, but will 

remain under God’s punishment. (John 3:36 TEV)  

Only those who believe in Jesus Christ as their LORD and Saviour will experience God’s love for eternity. 

Does God love everyone? Yes. 

Does God love Christians more than He loves non-Christians? No. 

Does God love Christians to a different extent than He loves non-Christians? Yes. 

 

God loves everyone equally in that He is merciful to all. God only loves Christians because Christians are 

the only ones that have His eternal grace and mercy and the promise of His forever love in heaven. The 

unconditional love God has for everyone should bring us to faith in Him, receiving in thankfulness the 

great conditional love He grants all those who receive Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
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HOW WE SHOULD LOVE 

Israel, remember this! The LORD – and the LORD alone – is our God. Love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5 TEV) 

This is the first of the two greatest commandments which is to love the Lord with all our heart, with all 

our soul, with our entire mind and with all our strength. What does it mean to love the Lord with all our 

heart, soul, mind and strength? 

The above bible quote is known as the shema, it is taken from the first word “Hear” in Hebrew. Modern 

Jews consider the recital of the shema both evening and morning to be one of their most sacred duties. 

It was cited by Jesus as the “greatest commandment in the law”. See Matthew 22:34-40. 

 This command seems to be impossible to obey. That is because in the natural state of man, it is 

impossible without the Spirit of God. There is no greater evidence of the inability of man to obey God’s 

law than this one commandment. No human being with a fallen nature can possibly love God with all his 

heart, soul and strength 24 hours a day. It’s humanly impossible. But to disobey any commandment of 

God is sin. Therefore, even without considering the sins we commit daily, we are all guilty by our 

inability to fulfill this one commandment. This is the reason Jesus continually reminded the Pharisees of 

their inability to keep the law of God. He was trying to get them to see their utter spiritual bankruptcy 

and their need for a saviour. Without the cleansing of sin that He provides, and the empowering 

presence of the Holy Spirit who lives in the hearts of the redeemed, loving God to any degree is 

impossible. 

But as Christians, we have been cleansed from sin and we do have the Spirit of God. So how do we begin 

to love God the way we should? Just as the man in Mark 9:24 asked God to help him overcome his 

unbelief, so too we can ask God to help us in areas where we don’t love Him with all our heart, soul, 

mind and strength. It is the power of God that we need to do the impossible and we begin by seeking 

and accepting that power. 

In most cases, our love and affection for God grows more intense as time goes. Certainly, young 

Christians newly saved are very much aware of the love of God and their love for Him. But it is through 

the witnessing of God’s faithfulness during times of struggle and trial that a deep love for God grows and 

grows. Over time, we witness His compassion, mercy, grace and love for us, as well as His hatred for sin, 

His holiness and righteousness. We cannot love someone we don’t know, so knowing Him should be our 

first priority. Those who pursue God and His righteousness, who take seriously the command to love  

Him above all else, are those who are consumed with the things of God. They are eager to study God’s 

word, eager to pray, eager to obey and honour God in all things, and eager to share Jesus Christ with 

others. It is through these spiritual disciplines that the love for God grows and matures to the glory of 

God. 

And now I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. (John 13:34 TEV) 
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This is the second of the two greatest commandments given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ. He loved us 

sacrificially, even to the point of death, death on the cross at mount Calvary. There He paid our debt by 

sacrificing His life to enable us gain everlasting live through Him. 

In the same way, we are to love others sacrificially. Jesus gave the parable of the Good Samaritan as an 

example of sacrifice for the sake of others, even for those who may care nothing at all for us or even 

hate us, as the Jews did the Samaritans. Sacrificial love is not based on a feeling, but a determined act of 

the will, a joyful resolve to put the welfare of others above our own. Paying tithe which is used to care 

for the priest, strangers, orphans and widows is another way of sacrificial love. See Deuteronomy 14:28-

29. But this type of love does not come naturally to humans. Because of our fallen nature, we are 

incapable of producing such a love. If we are to love as Jesus loves; that love – that agape – can only 

come from its true source. This is the love which has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit given to us when we become His children. See Romans 5:5. 

When we become children of God, He pours His love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Because 

that love is now in our hearts, we can obey Jesus who said in John 13:34-35 thus: 

A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 

this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 

This commandment involves loving one another as He loved us sacrificially, even to the point of death. 

But again, it is clear that only God can generate within us this kind of self – sacrificing love which is the 

proof that we are His children. 

This is how we know what love is: Christ gave His life for us. We too, then, ought to give our lives for 

our brothers and sisters! (1John 3:16 TEV) 

From what we’ve had so far, we could deduce that: love is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, a supernatural gift 

from God which enables us to obey Him, trust in Him, hope in Him and to care over what He cared for as 

well as caring for one another even to the point of death. 

The above definition shows that love which is from God is the fruit of the Holy Spirit that helps us to 

keep God’s commandment which He gave to us through Moses and the prophets. 

All the other commandments and all the demands of the prophets stem from these two laws (love God 

with all your heart, with all your soul… and love your neighbour as you love yourself) and are fulfilled 

if you obey them. Keep only these and you will find that you are obeying all the others. (Matthew 

22:40 TLB) 

Let’s see how it works. The other commandments of God as was given to us through Moses are:  

1. You shall worship no other gods except God the uncreated creator of all things 

2. Do not make for yourself an idol in any form. You must not bow down to any idol or worship any idol 

3. You shall not use the name of Jehovah your God irreverently, nor use it to swear to a falsehood. If 

you do, you will not escape punishment. 
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4. Keep the Sabbath day holy. Six days a week are for your daily duties and your regular work, but the 

seventh day is a day of Sabbath rests before the Lord your God. 

5. Honour your father and your mother, that you may have a long good life on earth. 

6. You must not kill. 

7. You must not commit adultery. 

8. You must not steal. 

9. You must not lie against your neighbour. 

10. Do not covet your neighbour’s wife; do not covet your neighbour’s properties. See Exodus 20:3-17. 

We have all in one way or the other broken the above commandments of God either directly or 

indirectly, and the only way to overcome sin is to love the way our Lord Jesus Christ taught us. If we love 

God with all our heart, with our entire mind, with all our soul and with all our strength and also love our 

neighbour as we love ourselves then we will not hurt them or do those things that will get them 

offended. Relating it to the Ten Commandments, if we love God and our fellow man, we will not bow 

down or worship satan and his angels or make for ourselves any idol in the form of half man half beast, 

half man half fish or half man half bird. 

When we love God with all our heart, with our entire mind, with all our soul and with all our strength 

and also love our neighbour as we love ourselves, then we will not use the name of the LORD in vain, 

instead, we will use it to bless one another. When we love God and man, we will always remember to 

keep the Sabbath holy and also remind others to do the same, by resting from work and going to church, 

where we gather in fellowship onto God, bringing with us our love offering, thanksgiving offering and 

paying our tithes. 

Loving God and loving our neighbour as we love ourselves will enable us to please God by showing 

respect to our parents, not only to our parents but also our elders and young once. Also if we love God 

and love our neighbour, we will not kill or abuse anyone, we will not have sexual intercourse with 

someone’s wife or lust after someone’s wife or fornicate. We will not steal from others, we will not lie 

against anybody, we will not long for someone’s wife to be ours and we will not long for someone’s 

properties to be ours. 

Let’s reason the above this way: as much as you loved yourself, would you be pleased to disobey God 

and suffer in hell? Would you be happy if someone should do to you any or more of what God’s Ten 

Commandments says we shouldn’t do? Am very sure your answer would be “No” except if you hate 

yourself. 

As you have answered no, it therefore means that you should tell others to obey God because you love 

them and would not want them to spend the rest of eternity in hell. Also since you won’t be happy if 

someone commits any of the Ten Commandment against you, you should as well not commit any of the 

Ten Commandment against anyone too. Always remember the Golden rule which says thus: 

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the 

prophets. (Matthew 7:12 NIV) 

For further reading: Romans 12:9-21, 13:8-10, 1Corinthians 13, 1John 3:11-24 and 4:7-21. 
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The end of all things is near. You must be self – controlled and alert, to be able to pray. Above 

everything, love one another earnestly, because love covers over many sins. Open your homes to each 

other without complaining. Each one, as a good manager of God’s different gifts, must use for the 

good of others the special gift he has received from God. Whoever preaches must preach God’s 

messages; whoever serves must serve with the strength that God gives, so that in all things praise 

may be given to God through Jesus Christ, to whom belong glory and power forever and ever. Amen. 

(1Peter 4:7-11 TEV)  
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CHAPTER 2 

THE MERCY OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 

but according to His mercy He saved us, by the 

washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly through Jesus 

Christ our Saviour. (Titus 3:5-6 KJV) 
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WHAT IS MERCY? 

A common adage says that Grace gives what we do not deserve, i.e. Eternal life, while Mercy withholds 

what we do deserve, i.e. Eternal punishment, but mercy goes much deeper, in that it is the loving 

kindness of God. Mercy is not only the withholding of punishment, but it is also the act of giving help or 

having compassion on someone who is afflicted. 

Mercy and grace are often confused. While the terms have similar meanings, mercy and grace are not 

the same. To explain the difference: Mercy is God not punishing us as our sins deserve and grace is God 

blessing us despite the fact that we do not deserve it. Mercy is deliverance from judgment, while grace 

is the extension of kindness to the unworthy. 

We have all sinned and as a result of that sin, we all deserve death and eternal punishment in the lake of 

fire. With that in mind, every day we live is an act of God’s mercy. If God gave us all what we deserve as 

a result of our sins, we would all be, right now condemned for eternity. David cried out to God in Psalm 

51:1-2 thus: 

Be merciful to me, o God, because of your constant love. Because of your great mercy wipe away my 

sins! Wash away all my evil and make me clean from my sin!  

A plea to God for mercy is asking Him to withhold the punishment we deserve and instead grant to us 

the forgiveness we in no way have earned. God does not owe us anything. We don’t deserve anything 

from Him. Anything good that we experience is a result of the grace of God. Ephesians 2:4-5 explains 

thus: 

But God’s mercy is so abundant, and His love for us is so great, that while we were spiritually dead in 

our disobedience He brought us to life with Christ. It is by God’s grace that you have been saved.  

Grace is simply defined as undeserved favour. God favours or gives us good things that we do not 

deserve and could never earn. Rescued from punishment by God’s mercy, grace is anything and 

everything we receive beyond that mercy. See Romans 3:24. 

There are two types of grace namely: common grace and saving grace. 

Common grace refers to the sovereign grace which God gives to all mankind regardless of their spiritual 

level before Him. 

Saving grace is that special dispensation of grace whereby God sovereignty gives undeserved divine 

assistance upon His elect for their regeneration and sanctification. 

Mercy and grace are best illustrated in the salvation that is available through Jesus Christ. We deserve 

punishment, but if we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour, we receive mercy from God and we 

are delivered from punishment. Instead of punishment, we receive by grace salvation, forgiveness of 

sins, abundant life and an eternity in heaven. Our response now should be to fall on our knees in 

worship and thanksgiving offered to God for His Mercy and grace shown to us. 

Let us have confidence, then, and approach God’s throne, where there is grace. There we will receive 

mercy and find grace to help us just when we need it. (Hebrews 4:16 TEV) 
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GOD’s MERCY 

Shall we say, then, that God is unjust? Not at all. For He said to Moses, “I will have mercy on anyone I 

wish; I will take pity on anyone I wish.” So then, everything depends, not on what human beings want 

or do, but only on God’s mercy. (Romans 9:14-16 TEV) 

The mercy of God has its spring in the divine goodness. The first issue of God’s goodness is His kindness, 

by which He gives liberally to His creatures as creatures; thus has He given being and life to all things. 

The second issue of God’s goodness is His mercy, which denotes the ready inclination of God to relieve 

the misery of fallen creatures. Thus, “Mercy” presupposed sin.  

O, give thanks unto the LORD; for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. (Psalm 136:1 KJV) 

For this perfection of the divine character, God is greatly to be praised. Three times over in as many 

verses does the Psalmist call upon the saints to give thanks unto the Lord for this adorable attribute. 

And surely this is the least that can be asked for from those who have generously gained by it. When we 

contemplate the characteristics of this divine Excellency, we cannot do otherwise than worship and 

thank God for it. God’s mercy is “great” (1Kings 3:6) “abounding” (Psalm 86:5) “tender” (Luke 1:78), 

“abundant” (1Peter 1:3 KJV); it is “from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him.” (Psalm 

103:17 KJV) 

In endeavoring to study the mercy of God as it is set forth in the word, a threefold distinction needs to 

be made, if the word of truth is to be “rightly divided” there on. 

1. There is a general mercy of God, which is extended not only to all men, believers and unbelievers 

alike, but also to the entire creation: 

The LORD is good to all and His tender mercies are over all His works. (Psalm 145:9 KJV) 

2. There is a special mercy of God, which is exercised towards the children of men, helping and 

succoring them, notwithstanding their sins. To them also He communicates all the necessities of life: 

… For He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 

unjust. (Matthew 5:45 KJV) 

3. There is a sovereign mercy which is reserved for the heirs of salvation, which is communicated to 

them in a covenant way, through the Mediator (Jesus Christ) 

… “This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their 

hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” 

Then He adds: 

“Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” (Hebrews 10:16-17 NIV)  

Explaining further the difference between the second and the third distinctions pointed out above, it is 

necessary to note that the mercies which God gives to the wicked are solely of a temporal nature, that is 

to say, they are confined strictly to this present life. There will be no mercy given to them beyond the 
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