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PREFACE

Itis a great source OFJOH to be able to see a goal
achieved. I have wrestled with this boclg of work
for 3ears...just like Jacob wrestling with the angel.
There were dags felt like gving up-... that | couldn't
and shouldn't complcte this Par‘ticular unclertaking...
and the spirit within me would not let it rest. I'm glad
my hands were guide& to face what my liPs Promised
God years earlier... this would be my first fruits, as

a Poe’c, dedicated to Him.

| hoPe 3ou'” find insPiration in these writings and
read with an open mind... reﬂecting on the altruism's
of the sPirit... intrinsic to each and every one of us.
It is my version of a cornucopia... a Palet’ce of many
colors and flavors to sample, Provicling the feast from
two fish and a loaf of bread... comfort in a time peace
can feel so elusive and yet despera’celg needed. I would

like to thank everyone for their inPut and Patience.
I thank you... from the heart,

Russell D. Holder

Via con Dios



Guest Comment:

"Russell's writing has a vibrant immec]iacg that trulg
captures the reader's imagjnation coupled with the
unique ability to activate the reader's own tlﬁinking
processes to stimulate theorg, outlook and idea.
He has the true talent of all great artists to Paint
Pictures in your head as he cl@ctlg uses words like
brushes to cover the canvas of his ideas and beliefs."
Jenifer Whgte

| was waiting fora guest comment... to come froma

dear friend of mine in Scotland. As soon as | got the
comment above, | was cﬂeeplg humbled bg her graciouslg
kind words... as | respect her as one of my peers, being
a Poetess) as well as a darn fine Photographer... taking
most of her shots from around the Isle on which she lives.
She reminds me of "a Scottish Ansel Adams.” See i{gou
don't agree with me! You can find her work on red bubble
(www.redbubble.com) ...jus’c enter her name, on the to
right, once you get to the Home page for the website...
Jenifer Whgte. 159 the way, you can find me there also,
that is how | met my dear friend... whom I owe a deep
debt of gratitude to for her kindness shown. Thank

you, Jen!

Russell D. Holder
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Chap’cer I... AHand For F‘aith, Faith builder

"One morning I'll wake up“

Can we believe one day we'll

be in heaven...

of the glorg to be seen,

and the storg to be heard of
the difference we've made as
we walked upon the ear’thJ

to ac’cua”g meet someone who'll
remember what we did...

doing things as we should, as we
all should be doing now...
there will be the knowledge

and ]’"KZY‘C we PFOVC our worth

"Oasis of man"

The torrent of tears
bg mankind couldn't feel
more through the ages

than when Jesus wel:)t.



"Alwags there"

My life
is as a bird
in my Father's hands
when I'm down
He lifts me up
tnrough the s’crengt]ﬁ
ofa gentlc breeze
when troubles are about
He guides my Path
through ghct of fl ignt
well within ease
He lets me soar
and ﬂg S0 nign
but when carried away
He brings me down
to stand on eartnly feet
with a firm understanding

He's alwags there



" Light the window eternal”

I have no time

to bother with doubt,
I have no time

to dash after worry,
for 1 know it's time

to clean my window.

il stoP no moment
to hesitate on love,
il stoP no moment
to falter from hol:xzJ
for|seeit's time

to clean my window.

Remember... light is eternal,
when darkness surrounds you,
but you have the power

to brush it aside forever,

stay cheerful and bright..,

from night comes a new dag,

From ﬂlgl"lt comes a NneEw day

Let me so pause

to comfort the Iost,
let me so pause

to restore the Faith,
for | feel it's time

to clean my window.



" Light the window eternal” cont.

I shall not lull

my time to waste,

I shall not lull

my life undone,

for the time has come

to clean my window.

Remember-.. light is eternal,
when darkness surrounds you,
but you have the power

to brush it aside forever,

stay cheerful and bright..,

from night comes a new dag,

From ﬂlgl"lt comes a NneEw dag

"Showing hope"

Love doesn't show itself as a

harsh word from the liP,

and never snaps at People) even

on the worst of clags,

love wouldn't think onumPing to quick
off the line of any race,

which just goes to show all involved
that aﬁ involved should learn to pace,
love hasn't come into being to cleng
certain People over any other,

and the truth of the matter is

that we're Familg to one ano’cher,



“Showing hopc" cont.

love has sPoke these same words

and shall come to Proclaim it again,
which goes to share with all concerned
there is one way for man to win,

love is the way that SI’]OWS hopc

"Gifted bg grace'

He who has a ghct,
Knowing it is a giFt,
Shouldn't ever say that
He has earned it, which
Is exactlg the way

We need to aPProach
The ghct of grace,

Provided bﬂ LOFCI Jesus.

"Our little shoulders

When you give up hope
is when you need not li{:e,
for there's nothing to hold

onto but a constant strhce,
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