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Devotions From the Pen of Dr. W. A. Dillard
A HOLE IN YOUR BUCKET???

"Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways. Ye have sown
much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not
filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages
earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes.” Haggai 1:5,6.

The scripture reference is addressed to God’s covenant people who had
deserted the house of God and His ways in favor of materialism. However, rereading
the verse today causes one to see the ills of the modern world, especially America,
but the Lord’s churches in particular. As church attendance continues to decline,
dissatisfaction in material things mounts as they fail. More material things satisfies
less while such demands continue to increase. To be sure, there are holes in the
bucket of those who prefer material things to the fellowship of God and His cause.

But to be precise in what is conveyed here, industriousness is not cast in a
negative light, only its misuse. There is a considerable amount of negative, even
outright condemnatory statements in the Holy Word about the lazy, sluggard, and
“will not work” attitude. On the other hand, Solomon said, “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” Ecc. 9:10. What God has given to
each one in life by which life is sustained and material things provided, should by all
means be used skillfully. The sin is in the misuse of time and talents for selfish
consumption.

Wise ones will remember that it is God who gives life, health, strength,
opportunities for advancement, etc. To forsake Him and His cause for what must soon
be left behind forever is nothing short of idiocy run amuck! Do you work hard, but
can’t make ends meet? Do you worry about your daily needs? Listen to Jesus.
“"Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:)
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.” But seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness,; and all these things shall be
added unto you.” Matt. 6:31-33. Isn’tit time to plug the holes in your bucket?

FOR THOUGHT:Is there a hole in the bucket of your life? Are you tired of seeing expectations
disappear through that hole? How are you going to plug the hole? God does not desire any of His
people to be lazy, but all should be industrious while trusting and serving. Please read the last
paragraph of this article again.



A KISS FOR A KEY

“All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an holy kiss.” | Corinthians 16:20.

Several decades ago, | was traveling from the college in Oklahoma to Northeast
Oklahoma to represent it in a meeting. My good friend and fellow worker, the late James
Croswell was with me as he was on many occasions. It was late evening as we made our way
through Tulsa. It was pouring down rain, and we were both hungry.

Finding a Casa Bonita in a shopping center, we pulled off the Interstate Highway to eat.
But, the rain kept pelting down. We decided to make a run for the shelter of the restaurant, so
we quickly exited the car and ran. As we finished our delicious dinner, | picked up the ticket and
reached for my wallet which had been locked in the car along with the car keys. James did not
have his wallet either, so what to do?

The cashier agreed that my face was at least half-way honest, and agreed to wait for
payment until | could retrieve my wallet. In this rain, a locksmith was out of the question, but
what to do? It was then that a revival a year earlier came to mind. The pastor, Charles Beam
had been studying to be a locksmith, and he made an extra key and taped it to the heater hose
of my car. | hoped it was still there. In those days the hood could be released from the outside,
but the incessant rain . . . | did not bring a change of clothes. What to do?

Outside, two little aged ladies came down the sidewalk with a large umbrella. | was
desperate, so | asked if | could please borrow their umbrella for three minutes to retrieve the key
to my car? | don’t know if | scared them, or if they were touched by my plight, but they agreed.
Opening the hood of my car, | breathed an audible “Thank you” as that key was spotted. In a
flash, it was retrieved, the car door unlocked, my wallet retrieved, and the umbrella returned to
the kind ladies who were amused at it all by this time.

Oh, no! The story does not end here. A few weeks later, a statewide meeting of the
churches in Oklahoma found me and that locksmith pastor in close proximity. Without my
mentioning to him what had happened, | raced up and kissed him on the cheek. | thought he
would faint as he sputtered at an attempt to ask what in the world was going on! As | explained
the story to him, we both had a great laugh, and he laughingly swore he would be most careful
for whom he made the next key!

The fellowship among the brethren was precious in those days, as it was in most places
outside Arkansas. It is not that the fellowship is bad in Arkansas, rather it is so much less.
Preachers would go a long way in other states to visit a fellow minister for a few hours, and
many still do. However in Arkansas, most preachers cannot be found very quickly, and a large
portion of them are not interested in interrupting their plans for the day to spend some hours
with one from out of town. This is not meant to be mean, just so! Soon the day is coming when
all things will be sublimated to the joy of the presence of one another in the Lord, and what a
day that will be!

FOR THOUGHT: Do you treasure the company of fellow believers? It is an evidence of the
presence of salvation according to the epistle of John. Do you know that one day believers will
be privileged to sit down in the kingdom with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?



A MILLION $ FOR YOUR THOUGHTS!

Wow! Inflation is worse than figured! Not long ago it was a penny for your thoughts! So
how could thoughts be worth a million dollars? First, thoughts have to be forwarded into action,
so, think with me and | will show you how it can happen.

I have asked several groups of people if they knew the exacted price from those who run
over a chicken in Germany. None knew. The answer is: the guilty party not only pays for the
chicken, but also for all the eggs it may have laid over its lifetime. That is considered the value
of the chicken. This principle applies across the board of life.

When anyone places a dollar in the offering plates at church, he not only gives up the
dollar, but also the interest it would have earned over his lifetime. That is the value of a dollar.
So suppose one tithes his income, or more, for a lifetime. Also consider that each dollar given
might have earned an average of six percent annually over his years. If those tithes are $50,
$100, $200 per week, and that was begun in early to midlife, just do the math. It becomes
astronomical. Now consider that Jesus said that whatever one gives up (houses, lands, etc.) he
will receive a hundredfold, Matt 19:29. Now multiply your astronomical number by 100. The
world has never offered such an investment return, and material things even as fine as His, are
the very least of the Lord’s offerings.

Two things must combine here: first, one’s heart, then his treasure. Jesus taught us that
where one’s treasure is, there will his heart be also, Luke 12:34. Some complain that they
cannot afford to give such amounts. That indicates a heart problem. Everyone must remember
that the gold and silver; the cattle of a thousand hills; yes, the earth itself, and all therein; the
money, too, belongs to the Lord, Psm. 50:10, 24:1, Hag. 2:8, | Cor. 10:26. He who demanded
the tithe under the Mosaic Law provides opportunity for us all under grace to exceed that in
church support, benevolence, mission work, and reaching out to others in need. Such are
opportunities rather than obligations, and the cheerful giver who seizes upon them is indeed
wise. He is accumulating great treasure in heaven which is both secure and eternal. Put into
proper action a million dollars may be a pittance for your thoughts!

FOR THOUGHT: So does a million dollars for your thoughts make you a millionaire? Please
consider that a millionaire may be a pauper compared to the value of eternal things one may
have as the result of a life well lived for the Lord Jesus Christ. Are you doing this?



A PENNY, NO, A FORTUNE FOR YOUR THOUGHTS

The annals of history provide peepholes into the spectrum of man’s environment from
his best to his worst. Most encouraging are those that show spiritual and moral triumph under
adverse conditions. Such was the case in the days of the prophet Malachi. His generation would
be the last to have the comfort of communication from God, embarking upon the 400 years of
silence between the Old and New Testaments.

So soon had the Jewish society forgotten the lesson of Babylonian captivity. Their
conduct toward God, and toward one another was atrocious and despicable. In that day, and
through the last of Old Testament spokesmen, God sent a strong message of great clarity. He
began by reaffirming His great love for the sons of Jacob. Next He points out the great sins of
the nation in their disrespect for God, His Word. and His service, including their dog eat dog
relationships with one another. It is so applicable to society today, but God is to be praised that
it does not permeate His true churches as it has religion in general.

Through Malachi, God gave prophetic promises of great comfort to those who had ears
to hear. God’s messenger would visit His people. Elijah (John the Baptist) would return to set
the hearts of children to their parents and parents to their children.

It was then that “ . .they that feared the Lord often one to another: and the Lord
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that
feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of
hosts, in that day when | make up my jewels; and | will spare them, as a man spareth his own
son that serveth him.” 3:16-17.

Let us all learn that training our thoughts on the Lord and His Word is profitable for life
here and now. Additionally, it is nothing short of the pathway to eternal riches. It is written in
Jeremiah 29:11, “For | know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end,”

A penny for your thoughts? No, no! Cheapskate! God says, properly directed, they are
worth a fortune, eternally!

FOR THOUGHT: Do you know that your thoughts have great value? They are leading you to
pursue righteousness or they are leading you into destruction. Either way, they are powerful.
Since each person may control his thoughts ( note Philippians 4:8), what are you doing with
your thoughts? What do you choose to think about?



A QUESTION OF WALLS

“ .. and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God, having the glory of God.. . . And had a wall great and high, . . .” Revelation 21:10-12.

Much is heard these days regarding a wall, particularly along the southern border of the
United States and Mexico. It is a politically hot topic fraught with side issues that separate
Democratic/Republican parties specifically, and conservative, progressive liberals in the general
population. The flood of people migrating into the USA are in sufficient numbers to threaten the
stability of the county. lllegal drugs flowing through that southern border wreak havoc on a large
segment of people who are willing to drop out of productivity and become dependent on an ever
shrinking workforce.

At issue over the proposed walled border is whether or not such a wall would work. Some
say the very idea of a wall is archaic and reeks of medieval times. Others say differently. The
crux of the matter of a wall is not whether it will work. In reality, walls by their very nature are not
active. Walls either are, or they are not. They stand or they are broken down. So if there is a wall,
it is not active, but static, and its very presence fulfils the purpose of
containment/restraint/defense.

It is interesting to note that the word “Wall” is used in the Bible well over 200 times. Most
usages are literal, but several are metaphorical. One of the most impressive is revealed in the
children of Israel crossing the Red Sea in their exodus from Egypt. Entrapped by a pursuing
Egyptian army, there was no place to go but into the sea. However, God created an intangible
wall between the Egyptians and the Hebrews; a wall of darkness to the Egyptians that was a wall
of light to the Hebrews. Then He caused a strong wind to create a wide swath of dry land through
the breath of the sea. The water was a wall on their left hand and their right hand, allowing them
to cross over dry shod. Exodus 14:29

Additionally, walls about ancient cities were sufficient to intimidate the Hebrews from
entering the Promised Land. Num. 13:28. Jerusalem was built with massive walls about it, and
their reconstruction under the prophet Nehemiah caused considerable political problems, but God
allowed it to happen. In fact, a city of any size without walls was almost inconceivable, and its
possibility gave force to proverbs. Solomon said, “He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a
city that is broken down, and without walls.” Prov. 25:28.

It is also interesting to note that in the final heaven age the glory bride of the Lord will live
in New Jerusalem, the magnificent city of gold and precious gems, which will also be a city with
massive walls. Rev. 21. Common sense dictates that if walls fulfilled their purpose then, it really
is hard to argue that they fail to fulfill their purpose now. But, these days, common sense is not
so common. | like walls! they enhance control, defense, and containment.

FOR THOUGHT: Think of some walls that are most effective. Now think of some walls that are
bad such as social walls people build between themselves. How do you feel about these walls?



A SUPPOSED CONTRADICTION

To some, there is a contradiction in scriptures from the content of Genesis 2:4, 4:26, and
Exodus 6:3. A close look at those contents will cause the supposed contradiction to dissipate.
God emphasized to Moses that His name is Jehovah in Exodus 6:3. He went on to say, “And God
spake unto Moses, and said unto him, | am the LORD: And | appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac,
and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was | not known to
them.” Exodus 6:2-3.

Now, consider that God introduced this name as a compound with Elohim in Genesis 2:4
where it appears in Hebrew as “Jehovah-elohim” “LORD God”. Now, fast forward to Genesis 4:26,
“And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to
call upon the name of the LORD.” “LORD” in all caps in English Bibles distinguishes it as the
Hebrew word “Jehovah.”

“Ah-ha” says the skeptic. There it is a clear contradiction.” No, not so fast, for the following
reasons: 1) the name “Jehovah” has specific revelatory connotations and denotations. Those
connotations...and... denotations associated with that name expose the God Who progressively
reveals Himself to His people, and they were about to take on graphic meaning in the contest with
Egypt’s gods; indeed, in the entire episodes of the exodus, wilderness wanderings of Israel, and
conquest of the Promised Land. No one had previously seen or dared to imagine the seemingly
endless string of miraculous displays of power by God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as
He revealed Himself as Jehovah to the Hebrew nation. 2) The term “know or known” must be
understood. Sometimes in the Bible that term may indicate a conjugal relationship between a man
and his wife, or illicitly between an unwed couple. In some contexts, it indicates an approved or
disapproved relationship in human and spiritual affairs (as the case may be) yet in other contexts,
it means to thoroughly know and understand certain bits of knowledge, or negatively to fail to
understand. It is in this last definition that application beckons. While men may have called upon
the name of Jehovah as early as Genesis 4:26, there simply was no understanding in their minds
of the proper associations indigenous to that name. Those were reserved for the exodus: a special
benefit to the Hebrews, and to us upon whom the ends of the world have come.

Finally, the context of Exodus 6:3 refers to its antecedents Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
not to those antediluvians who lived one millennium or more before those patriarchs. It is clear
that the conditions of the antediluvian world were such as would hasten the discard of any
significant bits of knowledge about God from those very early days of Genesis 4.

So where is the supposed contradiction? It is just that, a supposed one which must fall in
the light of correlated truth from the infallible Word of God.

FOR THOUGHT: Now do you appreciate the task of proper, but different translations of the
same word according to the context in which it is used? Do you see that such various usages
have precedent within the bible itself, as well as in everyday life? What are some words
common to your vocabulary that mean different things in different contexts?



AIDS OF THE AGE(D)

Death was introduced to, and inducted into the human species at its fountain head in
Eden. English translations of Holy Writ convey death first as “Surely die” (Gen. 2:17). It was the
penalty of eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. The ancient language uses
participial action, and literally translated, it reads “Dying, thou shalt die.” This conveyance is
proper, denoting death as a working process that culminates in removal from the earth, and
ultimately eternal death in hell (conscious existence apart from the Creator and His blessings).
So it was then; so it is now.

Length of days has varied over the vicissitudes of time, but aging (dying) always
continued. At the molecular level science shows that billions of body cells die, and are replaced
every cycle of seven years. As they reproduce themselves each ensuing one is affected by free
radicals, making it less perfect; hence, the aging (dying) process.

It is this very process which Solomon so eloquently wrote about in Ecc. 12. It is noted as
a failure in delight; vision diminished; gloominess and depression increased; teeth (grinders)
become few; bending down becomes burdensome and painful; fear of falling and of heights
generally dominate; even the grasshopper becomes a burden. Sleeplessness prevails, and the
end of it all is the silver cord is loosed, and the golden bowl broken. It is then that the dust
(body) shall return to the earth as it was, and the spirit of man will return to God Who gave it. It
is a predictable process which cannot be stopped as long as people are in the natural, sinful
state of life. Medical science is indeed vaunted in the 215 Century, but it has neither improved
upon, nor negated the truth of Psalm 90:10.

However, the progress of man, blessed of God, allows the aged of the age to live a more
palatial life. Aids are indeed a blessing from God! No, not the disease, but the devices. Happy
indeed are many of us who are the beneficiaries of them all. We have CPAP machines that
allow us to get six to seven hours of sleep most every night, maintaining a level of health for
productivity to continue. Furthermore, we are blessed with the aid of glasses to correct vision to
20/20, and now the removal of cataracts which allows good vision without glasses. Additionally,
hearing aids allow fuller interaction in conversation. With them, it is amazing what one hears,
but some things not heard would be a blessing, too.

With all the aids of the age(d), life continues in a largely unabated force, but the cellular
breakdown continues, and soon we must all go the way of all the earth. The good news is that
there is a marvelous light at the end of that tunnel of death for those who know the Lord Jesus
Christ personally. It is none other than Him Who welcomes us into the eternal realm where life is
always at its zenith, and aids do not exist. Who could entertain missing that future?

FOR THOUGHT: If you are not now blessed with the aids of the aged, hang on, you will be in

time. Aside from these blessings, do you realize that you are, in fact, in the process of dying?

Do you know there is something better than an aid for that? It is replacement of death with the
fullness of life in Christ. Have you crowned Him king in the throne room of your heart?



AIN’'T GONNA STUDY WAR NO MORE!

Some noted person has said, “War is hell!” Of course, it isn’t but it may be as close to it
as one will encounter in earthly life. War! It is the story of evil versus good. The very first war
was fought in heaven between the aggressive insurrection of Lucifer and the righteous forces of
the Creator. The very last war will also pit these forces at the end of the millennium. In the
ensuing millenniums between, it has been wars, wars, and rumors of wars! Think about it!

The Old Testament is cocked full of accounts of war. From the war of Abraham against
five confederated kings to the conquest of the Promised Land, and the countless wars against
God’s people once they were settled in the Promised Land. The history of mankind is written in
red, blood red with wars and more wars!

Through these wars, forced by evil, God’s plan with man persevered to its predestined
goal. Sinful men made righteous by the once-for-offering of God’s Lamb received the fullness of
heaven’s instructions; followed them as the ultimate spiritual guide, and finally were in the
position of mature sons in the spiritual realm.

But it would not be their lot to avoid war either. But, the warfare of the church is not
against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers, against spiritual wickedness in
high places, Eph. 6:12. Moreover, it would be a personal warfare deep within each disciple as
the flesh wars against the spirit and vice versa. Rom. 7.

The genre was set in the very first war after the Hebrews were liberated from Egypt, and
the Amalekites brought battle to them. God instructed Moses to put this in the book for, said He,
there will war with Amalek (the flesh) perpetually from generation to generation. 2 Corinthians
10:4 teaches us “(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strong holds;)” Thus did Paul admonish Timothy to “ . . war a good warfare” |
Tim. 1:18

In the war of influence, the church is being marginalized. It is foretold! Of antichrist it is
said that it was given to him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them. Dan. 7:21;
Rev. 13:7. But that is not the last chapter. God’s people will be the final victors in Christ, and
our Promised Land will be so much more than a land flowing with milk and honey . . . forever!
Rev. 22. At last, we will study war no more!

FOR THOUGHT: Do you see that the conflict of the ages is the conflict of sin vs righteousness?
Where is that conflict carried out if not in the life of every person who accepts Christ Jesus as
his personal Savior? Do you have such conflict in your life? Please know that such conflicts
handled well through the grace of God has rich, eternal reward.



ANCIENT LESSONS FOR MODERN TIMES

In the heat of political races, many become distraught and feel there is no way out of the
gloom and doom drumbeat of a Christ-denying world. Perhaps all who experience such
frustration and depressing prospects would do well to become better acquainted with the hope
of Holy Writ. | write specifically of ancient lessons for modern times.

God is the author of the family, human government, and His church: the three most
important institutions on earth. He put design in each of them as well as in all of them combined.
Moreover, a predetermined end for them, as well as all things, was set long ago , and will not be
deterred. Think about it!

Ancient Nebuchadnezzar ruled the first human empire. The hanging gardens of the
magnificent city of Babylon remain one of the wonders of the ancient world. But the king was
lifted up in pride, and took credit for building the empire himself. It was then that God allowed
him to be driven from men; to run with the beast of the field until he learned that the Most High
God ruled in the governments of men, and brought to power whom He would. Nothing about
that principle has changed.

The empires of Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome rose and fell right on schedule. Quite
soon, the stone cut out without hands will smite the human empire, fill the earth, and rule in
righteousness even as ancient Daniel saw it in a vision from God.

Furthermore, the last chapter of Holy Writ is still just as true as the first chapter was and
is. Then let the people of God rejoice. These things that are happening should evoke the
uplook of life. Let every head and heart of faith be looking up for redemption draweth nigh, and
there is no power in the universe to stop it, delay it, or thwart it to an alternate purpose. Thus “on
Christ the solid rock | stand, all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand!”
God still appeals to His people as He did through Jeremiah 6:16, “Thus saith the Lord, . . . ask
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

FOR THOUGHT: Could there be a more appropriate time to seek wise ways in life than today?
When you do all you can do to honor God and live safely, do you find comfort in trusting God to
do for you what you cannot do for yourself? What do you think of ancient lessons mentioned
here, and their application to modern times?



AND THEN SHALL COME THE END

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men
shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will | pour
out my spirit. And | will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and terrible day of the LORD come.” Joel 2:28-31.

From the halls of history echo the profound words of the prophet Joel, who spoke of the
“‘Landmarks” of the church age. Hundreds of years later the apostle Peter, inspired by the same
Holy Spirit that rested upon Joel took up these very words, quoting him thus, “But this is that
which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, |
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my servants
and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And
I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and
vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and notable day of the Lord come:” Acts 2:16-20.

The markers of the church age which Joel spoke and Peter quoted are of the entire age.
The indicators are given for both the beginning and the ending of the age. The former signs
were accomplished at Pentecost. The latter signs involving the sun, moon, stars, etc.have not
been seen as yet, but will mark the close of the age. This is verified in Revelation Chapter Six at
the opening of the sixth seal. The apostle John wrote: "And | beheld when he had opened the
sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of
hair, and the moon became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig
tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven departed
as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their
places.” Rev. 6:12-14.

In dealing with prophecy, one must be alert to the fact that often great spans of time are
covered in a few words without any indicators of a time break. One must be well versed in the
scriptures to “rightly divide the word of truth.” 2 Tim 2:15. Then comparing scripture with
scripture one finds the unity and harmony of the entire Word. Such coalescing of the precious
Word of God brings unparalleled joy to the Bible student. It is nothing short of what Solomon
described in Proverbs 25:2, “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is
to search out a matter.” If your joy has not been full, it just may be that you are not searching
out the things of God that will give you both wisdom and great joy! Divide it correctly!

FOR THOUGHT: Have you considered that one of Jesus’ harsh criticism of religious hypocrites
was their failure to discern the time of their visitation? Matt. 16:3, Luke 12:56. Paul told the
Thessalonians that God’s people are not children of the night that that day should overtake
them as a thief. Are you watching and discerning the time of the end of the age?



ANOTHER FOREMAN'’S FABLE

“Jesus saith unto him, If | will that he tarry till | come, what is that to thee? follow thou
me.” John 21:22

The appearances and effects of sin in human life are myriad. In fact, Every bad thing in
the universe of mankind is attributable directly or indirectly to sin. This is apparent in domestic
disputes and their ultimate fruitions. Such is also the cause of unkind words and deeds directed
toward brethren of the same faith and practice. (Biting and devouring is how the Bible puts it.)

Addressing this issue in another of his classes: Ministerial Practicalities, Dr. L. D.
Foreman, former President of Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock, Arkansas shared yet
another of his well thought out and grounded fables for his students to seriously consider. He
said, “Students, all of you have witnessed a big dog trotting down the street. The dog has a
destination in mind and continues steadily toward it. However, as he progresses down the
street, every little dog on the block will come out to bark at him. Now if the big dog is distracted
enough to stop and bark back at every little dog that barks at him, he will never reach his
destination. Consequently, he ignores the little dogs, and their barking, and continues his
journey.”

Foreman went on to make practical applications which by this time had become obvious.
Any devoted follower of Jesus will not be treated better than Jesus in His ministry. He will be
controversial on the basis of Bible convictions, and he will attract the attention of a number of
“little dogs” who come out to bark. Like the literal big dog, the minister must know who he is,
what he is about, and where he is going. With those things settled in place, it is very unwise to
stop and bark back at those who cast objections, however frivolous those objections may be.
The object is not to debate one another, but to serve the Master by carrying out his holy Will for
your life.

Of course, it remains that there are those whose thrill of life, and apparent calling (not of
God) is to object to everything, however holy, that may rub against their self-imposed comfort
zone. Because this is true, one must determine early on to be on a mission, or to bark at
everyone else who is.

FOR THOUGHT: How does Foreman’s fable apply to your life? Is not the principle applicable to
everyone who seeks to be productive?



ANSWER; DO NOT ANSWER

There are times when those who search the Holy Word with evil intent find an apparent
example of their wish to discredit it. One such instance is found in Proverbs 26:4-5: “Answer not
a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own conceit.” Thinking to have found that elusive contradiction, they delight
in becoming as the subject of those verses: a fool. Let’s think about it!

In such instances when literal words appear contradictory, the idea being conveyed
depends heavily upon the all important context. The nuance of any language allows the same
terms to be used contextually to convey quite different ideas. A parent finalizing warnings to a
child before exercising imminent punishment might say, “Do that just one more time!” Of course
the idea quickly understood is “You had better not do that one more time.” Here, the import of the
message is quickly understood by inflection of voice and/or body language, both of which are
absent in the written word, underscoring even more the importance of context (that which is to be
read or understood as being with the text). If this is making the reader a little tired, hang on
because now we are ready to deal with the specific verses of scripture at hand. Proverbs 26:4 is
understood to convey this meaning: Do not answer, or even pretend to be in agreement with the
frivolous comments of a close-minded fool placating him in his folly, lest you will be like him. The
next verse, 26:5 conveys the proper interaction with one who is a fool. Answer, setting forth
corrections to the erroneous statements of a fool according to his folly, otherwise he will be wise
in his own eyes, believing you agree with him.

These verses of scripture, far from being contradictory are complementary in detailing
proper interactions that are sure to become a part of everyone’'s experience. Truth cannot
contradict itself, and remain. Two plus two equals four. and is an unerring truth. If at any time the
formula allows a different (contradictory) product, it has fallen from truth to become a lie.

The concept under consideration here is often hard for some to employ, being sensitive
to the feelings of others. But one must be true to the truth and wisdom given him from above or
become the enablement to a lie. Men would do well to recall the words of Solomon as he said.
“Open rebuke is better than secret love, (Prov. 27:5), and “Faithful are the wounds of a friend . .
.” Proverbs. 27:6. Thus, in wise discernment one does well to answer or to not answer.

FOR THOUGHT: How many times have you answered someone, then later wished you had
answered differently? Does this not underscore the need to be especially thoughtful in
answering a fool or an antagonist person? Such is the employment of wisdom.



ANTICHRIST IS HERE!!

Our dearly beloved apostle, John wrote: “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye
have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know
that it is the last time.” | John 2:18. Now, hold on just a minute! What is he saying? What does
he mean? Think with me!

Since “...man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.” Luke 4:4, it is
imperative that every word of God be thoroughly understood to achieve correct theology and
proper discipleship. Therefore we understand that "antichrist” is a compound word. “Anti” is a
prefix meaning “against,” “Opposite,” “In the negative.” “Anti” in this case does not necessitate
harshness, but simply a mild twisting of the truth into error, and propagating it as truth.
Moreover, “Christ” is a Greek term transliterated into English. It means “anointed.” So, the
apostle John is telling us that there are many who are anti-(the)anointed in the world already in
his time. Of course, that number has been multiplied exponentially over the last two thousand
years.

Now a proper application of the compound term that is totally in harmony with all the rest
of the Word of God must be understood. Greeks would use the term “Christ” while Hebrews
would use the term “Messiah.” Hence, the meaning of these terms go deep into Hebrew history.
The anointing of a new king or high priest was accomplished with a public ceremony wherein olil
was poured over the head of the designated person. Qil is consistently symbolic of the Holy
Spirit. Upon the anointing, the Holy Spirit empowered the anointed one with sufficient wisdom
and power to properly fulfill the office for which he was being installed.

In the New Testament, only two entities were anointed with the Holy Spirit, imparting to
them the power to fulfill their designated role. Those two are the head of the body and the body
of the head. Specifically, these are Jesus, the head of His body, the church, at His baptism and
His body, the church, on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2. The Head of the body, and the body of
the Head stand for the same principles. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life while the church
is the pillar and ground of the truth,and it is the propagator of the faith once delivered to the
saints by and through the Head.

Finally, if every word of God is important, and true (which it is), and if the anointed body
of Jesus is heaven’s agency on earth standing for, and propagating that word of truth, then it
follows that every institution and person on earth seeking to pervert, deny, and twist that word of
truth out of its context to make it seem to say something it does not, is indeed antichrist. Indeed
many antichrists are here, and they will play a significant role in propelling THE COMING MAN
OF SIN into international prominence. Therefore while it is today, call on the name of the Lord in
repentance from sin, placing faith in Christ instead of one of the many antichrists.

FOR THOUGHT: Does this article promote different ideas of antichrist in your mind? If not, why
not? If so, what have you done, or what are you going to do to correctly position yourself in the
will of God? What you accept at truth, and what you do with it matters.



AS WITH PHARAOH, SO NOW!

Students of Hebrew grammar soon discover a number of joyous gems of truth in the
scriptures that otherwise lie mostly hidden. No, these discoveries are not earth shattering,
certainly not contradictory to the JKV English edition, but enlightening.

Consider the incidents in Egypt as Moses repeatedly asked Pharaoh to let the Hebrews
go. In Exodus 5:1, 7:16, 8:1, 8:20, 21; 9:1,13; 10:3, 4. The request or demand is repeatedly
made, “Let my people go.” In those instances in which Pharaoh initially agreed, he changed his
mind when the plague was removed, one wonders why he was so adamant in his refusal. The
answer, of course, lies in Exodus 10:1. God told Moses, “For | have hardened his heart, and the
heart of his servants, that | might shew these my signs before him.” So, God hardened his
heart.

Now, enter information from Hebrew grammar. In parsing the stems of a Hebrew verb
varying degrees of intensity are conveyed: simple, intensive, causative, reflexive. Take a verb
as “Kill” This would be read: “He killed” (simple); “He killed, poisoned, shot, and crushed”
(intensive); “He caused to kill” (causative). “He killed himself’ (reflexive). Since most folks
have forgotten their exposure to grammar, the point will be no longer labored, but concluded.
The verb “hardened” referencing the heart of Pharaoh is in the intensive degree and may be
understood to mean God made adamant, turned to stone reinforced with steel, so that no other
option was then exercisable. God would get glory from Pharaoh and His servants in this
manner.

A similar matter is related in Deuteronomy 2:30 as Moses spoke of “Sihon, king of
Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his
heart obstinate, that He might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.”

Understanding how God dealt with the forces of evil in men in history gives one insight
as to how he may deal with them again in the future, as they more adamantly reject truth in the
end of this age.

It is to this that the Apostle Paul pens the sobering information about those who receive
not the love of the truth as recorded in 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12, “And for this cause God shall
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness..”

When God sends obstinacy or delusion, there is no turning from it. With the exception of
tiny pockets of New Covenant believers here and there, the world does not hear, nor does it
want to hear the truth of God’s Word. Could it be that we are seeing people under that strong
delusion already? If so, the time of great revivals is over, and God’s people need to intensify
their study of the Word and their fellowship with one another.

FOR THOUGHT: Does the viewpoint of this article help you to understand what is happening in
the world today? Do you see that just before God moves to accomplish His great goals, He
underscores the fruit of the determined actions of unbelievers?



BE FRUITFUL: AN IMPORTANT BIBLE “BE”

From earliest times, God has commanded fruitfulness. Think with me about it!

To living organisms of earth, God commanded: “ . . Be, fruitful and multiply, and fill the
waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.” Genesis 1:22. To mankind God said, “ . .
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: . . .” Genesis 1:28. One only
needs to search a good concordance to see that this has been a consistent command that
continued through Noah, Abraham, and his physical and spiritual offspring, so that the earth is
indeed filled with all the various organisms of life.

However, It is spiritual fruit that God is looking for in individuals and corporately in His
church. Paul explained it this way to the Church of Colossi, 1:10, “That ye might walk worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of
God;”

Accordingly, one will find no few references to the importance of His people being
fruitful. The parable of the sower, Matthew 13, is a typical example. But perhaps the most
underscored example would be that of John 15: His lesson on the vine and the branches. The
branches (His people) are to bring forth fruit, but they can do so only as they abide (live in,
remain attached to, follow the guidance of) the vine, and the vine is the Lord Jesus Himself, in
the narrow path of life. Otherwise, the branches would bear no acceptable fruit and would be
subject to being cut off, bundled and burned. Contrary to what some may infer from this, it is not
the loss of spiritual salvation, but the loss of the reward of life at the Judgment Seat of Christ
where every child of God will one day stand. Note 2 Cor. 5:10; | Cor. 3:9-16.

So, abiding in Christ is the underscored idea. Such abiding must be done His way, and
not man’s way! It is here that one will do well to realize that “Christ” is a Greek word. In English
it means “anointed.” In New Testament times only two entities have been anointed: the head of
the body, and the body of the head. The head, Jesus, was anointed at His baptism. The body of
the head, His church, was anointed by the same Holy Spirit on Pentecost. It is plain beyond
argument.

It follows then that to abide in Jesus is to abide in His body, the pillar and ground of the
truth. This denotes genuine membership in His body, but it also means an ongoing process of
growth in grace and knowledge. It is as Paul told the church at Colossi, and also Timothy, to
whom he said of God, “Who will have all men saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.”
| Timothy 2:4. Friends, that is the fruit God looks for in His disciples, so be fruitful. It is an
important Bible “Be”

FOR THOUGHT: Have you ever seriously considered that it is not the purpose of a branch to
worry about the production of fruit, but to allow the vine to produce fruit through it? How does
that compare with people seeking to produce spiritual fruit by their own religious activities in
conflict with the Word? Do you see that submission to God through a good working knowledge
of His Word will allow God to accomplish what He pleases through you?
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