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In The Name Of Allah, The Most Merciful,

The Bestower Of Mercy

       

      

      

O you enveloped in garments! Arise and warn! And magnify

your Lord! And purify your garments! And keep away from

the idols! And give not a thing in order to have more. And be

patient for the sake of your Lord! [74:1-7]

Preface

The is a humble effort to capture the da’wah principles and

methodology as practised by the prophetsu, sahabaf and

their true followers throughout the ages. The primary sources

of this compilationareQur’an, Hadith andSeerahaselucidated

by various well-known ulama of da’wah, in particular, Maulana

Muhammad IlyasKhandlawi?, MaulanaMuhammadYusufKha-

ndlawi? and Maulana Muhammad Umar Palanpuri?.
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1
.

There is no god but AllahI

Allah I is our creator. He is the supreme creator & sustainer of the whole
universe and everything inside it, whether we see it or not. Bringing eman
in AllahI entails belief in Him with all His names and attributes.

Allah I was not dependent on any other being to create this universe or
any creation within it. He did not consult anybody for this to come into
existence and it didn’t tire Him in any way. He gave life & nobody-else can
give life. AllahI is fully aware of the needs of all His creations, He guides
them, and He is the only one who sustains them.

Creations are finite in space and time - they are dependant on Allah I for
their coming into existence, sustenance & demise. Human beings and jinns
are no different, except that theywill face theDay of Judgement after their
temporal life in this world and then divided into eternal dwellers of Jannah
or Jahannam. In this worldly life Allah brings into existence their deeds,
good or bad, and they remain accountable for the intentions theymake and
the deeds they perform.

AllahI desires success for humans and jinns in this life as well as the next.
Thus He has bestowed on them all the means of guidance: soundness of
body &mind; ability to exert intellect & limited free will; good and bad con-
ditions to be grateful, patient & reflective; and thousands of prophets and
messengers. The most important of their messages is: اللهُّ الِاّ الَِهَ .لآ



Unlike other prophets and messengers, who were sent to a particular tribe
or locality, Muhammad r came as the final messenger of Allah - he r is the
universal messenger for all humans and jinns to come before the Day of
Judgement. Muhammad r came to complete the message:

اللهِّ رسَُوُل دٌ مُحَمَّ اللهُّ الِاّ الَِهَ لآ
There is no god but Allah and Muhammad r is the messenger

of Allah.

This statement is the foundation of Islam. It’s not a mere statement - a
firm eman & yaqin on this kalimawill unlock themeans to profoundly shape
the lives of individuals, communities and nations. This only occurs when its
deepest meanings are internalised. Thus sahabaf spent thirteen years in
Makkah, talking about it, listening about it, getting persecuted for bearing
it. They became the leaders in belief, worship, behaviour and perseverance
to such anextent thatAllah used them tobring eman, peace, security &hon-
our to many nations beyond Makkah. While some were raised for bearing
it, many other mighty nations were debased for opposing it!

Thus wemust understand its meaning the way sahabaf understood it and
go through the same struggle & sacrifice that they went through to take
benefit from this statement as they benefited and benefited others.

Allah I created us with weaknesses and needs. Our biggest weakness is
that, left alone with our own devices - our understanding of reality, the re-
ality of our existence, the reality of the cause and effects of events - is only
shaped by what is apparent to us.

Our perception of hearing, seeing, touch etc. are severely limited. Our
knowledge is limited and defective, whereas the knowledge of Allah is com-
plete and all-encompassing. We see a dynamic view of our surroundings in
incredible resolution as our brain recognise in real-time and interpret what
we see, yet we cannot see beyond a wall or behind our head. We hear,
recognise and recollect a vast array of sounds from a young age, and yet
fail to listen to several people at the same time.

Our senses have direct links to the heart. Any information that enters our
body through our senses or mind which provokes thoughts or gets inter-
preted - it leaves an experience and some eventually turn into beliefs which
can settle in the heart over time. This belief then drives the person.
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The belief resides at the centre of the heart - it then directs all actions of
the limbs just like the army general who commands the footsoldiers.
Rasulullah r said:

Beware! There is a piece of flesh in the body if it becomes good
(reformed) the whole body becomes good but if it gets spoilt the
whole body gets spoilt and that is the heart [3, 4].

The following anecdote illustrates this process of how yaqin or certainty of
the heart takes root:

A baby, seeing its mum feeding day in day out, will rely on mum for food.
Similarly, the mum, seeing her husband bringing food every day, will con-
sider him the provider. The husband, in turn, will have built the belief that
it’s the hard work, the job that is the provider. Here all three individuals are
seeing three different providers. This is the apparent system of the world
that everyone sees but this understanding is profoundly flawed.

Here all three individuals were developing corrupt beliefs upon means. In
reality:

• Allah created this apparent system for the sustenance of all three.
Had Allah not created the love between the child and parent, had
Allah not created the systemswithinmum to produce and delivermilk
of correct nutrients, tastes and temperature, had Allah not created
the capacity in the husband to work, had Allah not grown vegetation
beyond what farmers do, then none of them would have survived!
Further, it is Allah, by His power & permission that one digests and
takes benefit from the food and protects from its harm.

• Allah is the onewho sends the rain from the sky - how it is formed and
distributed? He is the one who brings gases to the plants and makes
them excrete. It is Allah who puts qualities into the plants 1 to grow
from seeds and produce pulses, vegetables and fruits etc.
Consider the growth of a single grain of rice, from germination toma-
turity, from green to formation of husk consisting of hard materials
like silica and lignin to protect the seed that matures and hardens in-
side. This process has been continuing from the first day Allah intro-
duced the plant in the world. Indeed, it is from the signs of Allah.
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• Their role was minimal. Did anyone perform research or planning or
resourcing todevelop say the love in themother, the rice plants, water
cycle etc.? There is no miniature factory behind each grain! No other
creatures or the plants themselves have been involved in developing
the system. In reality, these are from the hidden systems of Allah.

The three individualsmay not be aware of the fact that their convictions are
based on superficial observations! All three love the respective means (ie,
mum, husband, job), they feel the need of those means to fulfil their inter-
nal needs, they fear the loss of those means and their heart is naturally in-
clined to seek these means. It’s their environmentally-induced beliefs that
condition their hearts to approach themeans. Rather, it’s Allahwhose near-
ness they should have sought and appreciated - if only they knew that Allah
is behind their apparent source of enjoyment, hope, fear & love! Howmany
people Allah I sustains without mum, husband or job etc.? He sustained
the Children of Israel without any work:

عَيْنًا عَشْرَةَ اثْنَتَا مِنْهُ فَانْفَجَرتَْ ۖ الْحَجَرَ بعَِصَاكَ اضْربِْ فَقُلْنَا لقَِوْمِهِ مُوسَىٰ اسْتَسْقَىٰ اذِِٕ وَ

مُفْسِدِينَ الْأَرضِْ فيِ تَعْثَوْا وَلَا اللَّهِ رزِْقِ مِنْ وَاشْرَبُوا كُلُوا ۖ مَشْرَبَهُمْ أُنَاسٍ كُلُّ عَلِمَ قَدْ ۖ

And [recall] when Musa prayed for water for his people, so We
said, “Strike with your staff the stone.” And there gushed forth
from it twelve springs, andeverypeople knew itswateringplace.
“Eat and drink from the provision of Allah, and do not commit
abuse on the earth, spreading corruption.” [2:60]

وَنَزَّلْنَا الْأَيْمَنَ الطُّورِ جَانبَِ وَوَاعَدْنَاكُمْ كُمْ عَدُوِّ مِنْ أَنْجَيْنَاكُمْ قَدْ اسِْٕرَائيِلَ بَنِي يَا
لْوَىٰ وَالسَّ الْمَنَّ عَلَيْكُمُ

OChildren of Israel, We delivered you from your enemy, andWe
made an appointment with you at the right side of the mount,
and We sent down to you manna and quails. [20:80]

Thusman’s belief goes into theapparent systemand they remain aloof from
divinewill, even though it is Allahwho brings both the apparent and hidden
system into existence. They begin to talk about events happening because
of such and such a thing instead of saying that it happens by His will. One
feels that: “themore effort Imake in earningmoney themore I will fulfilmy
needs”. This is a trap that both Muslims and non-Muslims fall into - hence
da’wah & reminder is necessary for maintaining correct yaqeen.
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If the means fail to fulfil man’s needs, they feel depressed, they commit
suicide. This is because they do not realise that the need is not fulfilled by
the effort of man but by the qudrah of Allah I. Money does not fulfil the
needs of man, but Allah fulfils their needs with money or without money.
So if there is a delay in rizq, we should not turn to haram sources. We must
control our tongue and not say in one place (masjid) that “AllahI does” and
another place (outside the masjid) that, “money does”.

Allah is not dependant on means to fulfil their needs, it’s just His way. We
should leave means to fulfil the commands of Allah just as we approach
means to fulfil the commands of Allah. It is Allahwho commandedNoohu
tobuild thearkeven thoughAllah is not inneedof theark toprotectNoohu
and his followers. In the same way, Allah was not in need of Musau to hit
the sea with his staff to split the water.

What’s more, people begin to worship such objects and means, which they
consider sources of sustenance, fear & hope, benefit or harm etc. Thus peo-
ple worship fire, cows, jinns, mountains, money, power, fashion, influence
and systems. In this way, they make the environment the object of their
worship. Their hearts are saturated by the relations connected to that en-
vironment - because of the relentless reminders they receive about these
means andmaterials from childhood andwhich continues until they die, the
more reminders and themore effort theymake for these the stronger their
false belief becomes.

The demand of the deen is that whatever we see, eg. power, authority,
technology, are ultimately just deceptions, and so must be negated. Our
intellect informs us that our rizk is on earth but Allah informs us that it de-
scends from the sky:

توُعَدُونَ وَمَا رزِْقكُُمْ مَاءِ السَّ وَفيِ

And in the heaven is your provision and that which you are
promised. [51:22]

Those who rely on eyes, ears and intellect instead of revelation are de-
ceived, their faculties fail themagain and again. History is repletewith their
examples: Pharaoh, Qarun and Haman, to name but a few - none of them
failed to amass means but to no avail. Pharaoh was deceived by his own
power. The nation of Sabah was deceived by their gardens. Whether indi-
vidual or society, when deceived, they must get the result of it!
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In surah Kahaf Allahmentioned some beautiful stories which illustrate how
the reality can be totally opposite to what is apparent. What appears to be
a strength could be a weakness in reality and vice versa, and what appears
to be a calamity could be an opportunity and vice versa, and what appears
to be freedom could be slavery in reality and vice versa.

Hunger is not removed by the food but by Allah, thirst is not quenched by
water but by Allah. Sleep comes from the treasures of Allah and not from
the luxury mattress. We are not protected against the cold by the blankets
or warm clothes but by Allah. In the same way all means are incapable of
manifesting its qualities and achieving its goals to benefit or harm without
the permission of AllahI.

Sahabaf are the prime example in front of us when it comes to correctly
dealing with means. Their yaqin was not on means, rather on the creator
of means. When Rasulullah r called sahabaf to prepare for the Tabuk
expedition, the munafiqs begun to taunt and put fear into the hearts of
sahaba that this was going to deprive them of the harvest for which they
worked all year round. The sahabaf had the perfect reply to that, who
said, “We are leaving rizk and going to Razzak.”

In this manner whenever the command of Allah comes, we should sacrifice
whatever we are attached to. We get a training for this daily, we leave our
jobs, shops, sleep, relations etc. to pray, to assert that Allah is our sustainer,
,الرَّبّ that is the true tawheed ar-rububiyah. If we upholdwhatwe say in salat,

الْعَالَمِينَ“ ربَِّ للَِّهِ ,”الْحَمْدُ الْعَظِيمِ“ رَبِّيَ ”سُبْحَانَ and الأَعْلَى“ رَبِّيَ ”سُبْحَانَ in our life out-

side salat, only then we can hope to correctly answer the first question in
the grave, بُّکَ؟“ رَّ ”.مَنْ The more people sacrifice like this the more they will
progress towards sound yaqin and clean their hearts of taghut and false
belief.

Ibrahimu negated stars, sun, moon etc. Those who do not negate these
objectsor creationsbecomeworshippersof them. Everythingwill giveda’wah
to Allah, if we care to ponder. Eg. sun says, “Allah created me to shine.” So,
by witnessing: اللهُّ الِاّ الَِهَ ,لآ one negates all kinds of deity and at the same
time asserts that Allah is the doer of each and everything and only Allah
deserves all manners of worship.

The mushriks of Makkah believed that Allah is our creator and sustainer
even before Muhammad r started preaching. The greatest sin they were
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involved in was associating partners with Allah, in that they mademeans or
intermediaries a condition for Allah.

When eman is low, and yaqeen is corrupt, and no effort of their rectification
is made, then even Muslims will make means and intermediaries necessary
conditions for Allah to do anything just like the way mushriks of Makkah
made 360 idols intermediaries, each one to fulfil a particular need. These
sameMuslimswill alsobehave like themunafiqsofMadinawhowereputting
fear into the hearts of theMuslims about poverty before Tabuk expedition.

So,wenegatewhat is apparent, that is thefirst part of theabove statement,
الَِهَ .لآ To summarise:

• الَِهَ لآ negates our observations (mushahada). Only Allah I knows the
truly reality, thus we seek guidance from Him.

• الَِهَ negatesلآ any formof deification ofmeans, thereby freeing human-
ity from the servitude of creation.

Thiswitnessing is also incredibly empowering, as it builds afirm relationship
with AllahI by keeping our sight locked on the almighty Allah rather than
on the strength or weaknesses of our means. This is so because whatever
the status of the means it is still dependent on Allah to do anything.

When Allah I is with us then we are strong even if we lack all the means
but if we do not have AllahI with us then we are weak even if we have all
the apparent means.

Maulana Yusuf Kandhlawi? said:

Anything or any being other than Allah I that has an effect in
the heart (which must be taken out), AllahI will bring that un-
der the feet. The effect of other than Allah I , which is still in
the heart (eg. love fear of money, fame, property), AllahI will
enslave the person to that thing.

He also said:

Don’t make things the object of your worship, don’t place your
hope on things. Don’t get drawn to structure, they can’t do any-
thing. It happens by the master of all things, it happens by the
master of all structures. Learn about Him, know Him, obey Him.

… "…
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2
.

Muhammadr is the Final
Messenger of Allah
AllahI said in the Qur’an:

رَءُوفٌ باِلْمُؤْمِنِينَ عَلَيْكُمْ حَريِصٌ عَنِتُّمْ مَا عَلَيْهِ عَزيِزٌ أَنْفُسِكُمْ مِنْ رسَُولٌ جَاءَكُمْ لَقَدْ
رحَِيمٌ

Verily, therehas comeuntoyouamessenger fromamongst your-
selves. It grieves him that you should receive any injury or diffi-
culty. He is anxious over you for the believers (he is) full of pity,
kind, and merciful. [9:128]

اللَّهَ وَذَكَرَ الْاخِٓرَ وَالْيَوْمَ اللَّهَ يَرجُْو كَانَ لمَِنْ حَسَنَةٌ أُسْوَةٌ اللَّهِ رسَُولِ فيِ لَكُمْ كَانَ لَقَدْ
كَثِيرًا

Indeed in the messenger of Allah you have a good example to
follow for him who hopes in Allah and the Last Day and remem-
bers Allah much. [33:21]

Jews who settled in Madina have long been waiting for his arrival.
AllahI says in the Qur’an:

ۖ أَبْنَاءَهُمْ يَعْرفِوُنَ كَمَا يَعْرفِوُنَهُ الْكِتَابَ اتَٓيْنَاهُمُ الَّذِينَ

Those towhomWegave theScripture (JewsandChristians) recog-
nise him as they recognise their sons. [2:146]
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