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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION STUDY 

I wanted to give you a quick introduction to this Bible Study on the Book of Revelation. My name is Joshua Tapp 
from True Words Christian Church in the state of Kentucky within the United States. This book is based on the 
Book of Revelation Series of Sermons given at True Words Christian Church. 
 
The numbers in brackets you see before each verse refer to the Power Point slide number that can be 
downloaded from the website. You can find those files and download them from the website for each chapter in 
Revelation by going to this page: The Book of Revelation Series. 
 
You should be saved and know that you’ve received everlasting life before you attempt to study the Book of 
Revelation. If you’re not sure if you’re saved, please go to this page and spend about 20 minutes listening and 
understanding: How To Make It To Heaven. 
 
This detailed study of the Book of Revelation should take you about 40 hours to complete. You should read the 
Book of Revelation through directly before you begin this study, and you might repeat reading the entire Book of 
Revelation several times as you go through this study. You can read the Book of Revelation or listen to the Book of 
Revelation in about 1 hour 30 minutes. 
 
The King James Bible is used throughout this study, and I do not recommend ANY other Bible version in English. 
You should get a King James Bible and begin using it for all studies. It is the inspired and perfect word of God in 
English. 
 
Also, pray before, during, and after each Bible study. Ask God for wisdom and understanding. Use the Scriptures 
alone to prove the conclusions you draw from study. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. Email me any time at the email address below. 
 
May God Bless You Greatly, 
Joshua Tapp 
josh@truewordschristian.org 
TrueWordsChristian.org  

https://truewordschristian.org/
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SERMON: REVELATION CHAPTER 1 

[2] The title of the sermon today is: “REVELATION CHAPTER 1.” 

 

- We’re going to go through Revelation Chapter 1 verse by verse today. 

- Let’s start there in verse 1. 

 

[3] Revelation 1:1   The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things 

which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: 

 

- This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ which God the Father gave to Him. 

- The purpose of the Book of Revelation is to SHOW HIS SERVANTS things which are going to happen. 

- God sent this Revelation to His servant John by His angel. 

 

Is this book written to the saved or the unsaved? 

- Many churches will teach that Revelation is written to the unsaved people to warn them of what’s going 

to happen to them. 

- This is false teaching. 

- The first verse of Revelation tells us it is written to the saved people or God’s servants. 

- Revelation is written to the saved people to reveal things to His servants. 

 

This means God is revealing things to us, and it should not be difficult to understand. 

- It should be easy to understand. And yes, it takes work.  

- And that’s why we’re going through this line by line today. 

- If you don’t want to put the effort into it, God knows. He won’t reveal the truth to you. 

- If you want to work for it, God will reveal the truth to you. 

- - Turn to the very last verse in Revelation chapter 1. So turn to Revelation 1 verse 20. 

- Let’s read just the first half of that verse there: 

 

[4] Revelation 1:20a   The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden 

candlesticks. 

 

- So the Bible is telling us the seven stars and the seven golden candlesticks are a mystery. 

- You see: Most churches, most preachers, most teachers, most pastors, and most ministers WON’T TOUCH 

the book of Revelation. 

- They say it’s TOO HARD to understand. Or, it’s too difficult. Or, it’s too much of a mystery. 

- So, the first part of Revelation 1:20 tells us it’s a mystery. But, lets put some effort into this and study. 

- Let’s read the second half of verse 20. Too many people stop reading verses too early. 

 

[5] Revelation 1:20b  The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which 

thou sawest are the seven churches. 

 

- So God is revealing all of these mysteries to us in the Book of Revelation. 

- He doesn’t want this to be a mystery to us any more. This is no longer a mystery!!! 

https://truewordschristian.org/
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- The entire book of Revelation is not difficult to understand if you’ve accepted Jesus Christ as YOUR ONLY 

Savior. 

- Remember, it’s not about you and what you do. It’s 100% Jesus that saves you. 

- Simply believe on Him to save you, and you’re saved. 

- You now have the Holy Spirit within you that will guide you and teach you all things. 

- If you can’t understand what I’m teaching today, then hear the words of 1 Corinthians 2:14. 

 

[6] 1 Corinthians 2:14   But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 

unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 

- If you are born again and have the Spirit of God, you can understand the Book of Revelation easily. 

- All you have to do is put the work in, pray to God, ask Him to help you understand. 

- Hear this verse from the Book of John. 

 

[7] John 8:47   He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. 

 

- So, if you’re having a lot of trouble understanding what I teach today, you need to go back to the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ and understand that Gospel. 

- For many, many years I studied the Bible, and I couldn’t understand it. 

- Once I finally realized that all I had to do was trust Jesus Christ 100% to save me, I started to understand. 

 

The first step to being saved and receiving the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is to understand you’re a sinner and 

you need to be saved or you’re going to hell. 

- Understand that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the only one who can save you. 

- Believe that, and you’ll be able to understand all of the Bible much better. 

- It’s not going to be a miraculous, “Oh, now I understand EVERYTHING in the Bible!!!” 

- You need to study the Bible and work hard. Be a workman. God will reveal things to you. 

 

[8] 2 Timothy 2:15   Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 

- So, we’re going to go through the entire book of Revelation verse by verse. 

- We will work hard and understand the Book of Revelation completely. 

- We will get rid of any pre-conceived ideas from man. 

- If you can’t get rid of those (example is the pre-tribulation rapture which is false) and hear the words of 

God, then you’ll have trouble understanding the entire Bible including Revelation. 

- Let all of those man-made ideas and teachings go. Hear the words of God alone. 

- Let everything else go and hear God alone. 

- We won’t add anything to the word of God. You’ll see the truth. 

- Let’s allow this Book of Revelation to reveal to us the things which must shortly come to pass. 

- If you do that, you’ll be able to understand this book. 

 

[9] Revelation 1:1-3   The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things 

which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:  2 Who bare 

record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.  3 Blessed is he 
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that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: 

for the time is at hand. 

 

- So look what it says in Verse 3. 

- If you aren’t reading this book, you’re missing out on a blessing from God Himself. 

- God is saying the time is at hand. 

- The things that are written in this book could happen during your lifetime. 

- You need to know what’s going to happen, and you need to keep the words of this book. 

- So all the churches and all the people who have the wrong bibles and who won’t teach the Book of 

Revelation are missing out BIG TIME! 

- If you don’t have a King James Bible, STOP right here and get yourself a copy. 

 

[10] Revelation 1:4   John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him 

which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 

 

- So, here in Verse 4, John is writing to the 7 churches in Asia. 

- This fits in perfectly with what we learned earlier. This book is written to God’s saved people. 

- Revelation is not a warning to the unsaved. The unsaved don’t even care what Revelation says. 

- We must get those people saved first, and then they’ll care what Revelation says. 

- Religions and all of them around here that I know of will teach that we won’t even be here for most of the 

Book of Revelation because God will rapture us away before all of these things happen. 

- This is false teaching. Revelation disproves that teaching VERY easily. 

- They’ll tell you that you don’t need to know most of Revelation because you won’t be here. False. 

 

Why would God give us the book of Revelation with the purpose “to shew unto his servants things which must 

shortly come to pass?” 

- Yes, there are parts of Revelation in which we won’t be there because God is pouring out His wrath on the 

unsaved. 

- BUT there’s much of Revelation in which we’ll be right there in the middle of it IF it happens during our 

lifetime. 

- So again, this is being written to the 7 churches which are in Asia. Verse 11 tells us the seven churches. 

 

[11] Revelation 1:11   Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a 

book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto 

Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 

 

- These are 7 actual churches that existed in Asia at the time of this writing of the Book of Revelation. 

- Many false teachers and preachers will try to say these churches represent different things like different 

church ages. 

- This is made up and false. Some will say we’re living in the Laodicean church age. 

- Where do they get this stuff? The Bible is very clear. Look at the map. 

 

[12] 
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- So these 7 churches consisted of people who believed the Bible and these existed in what we call Asia 

Minor today and the modern day country of Turkey. 

- And then you see Patmos there on the map too and this is where John received the words for the Book of 

Revelation. 

- This is where he was located as you can see in verse 9. 

 

[13] Revelation 1:9   I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 

patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

- How do we know these 7 churches were actual churches? 

- Paul mentions, as an example, the Church of Laodicea 4 times within the book of Colossians. 

 

[14] Colossians 2:1   For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and 

for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; 

 

[15] Colossians 4:13   For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in Laodicea, and 

them in Hierapolis. 

 

[16] Colossians 4:15   Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his 

house. 

 

https://truewordschristian.org/
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[17] Colossians 4:16   And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the 

Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 

 

- Another example is the Church at Ephesus. 

- We have the entire book of Ephesians written to that Church so that’s obviously an actual and literal 

church. 

- All of these 7 churches in the Book of Revelation are congregations of believers. These are saved people. 

- John is writing this book to the 7 churches, and he’s sending them all a copy of this book. 

- He had to write it 7 times. They didn’t have computers, printers, and copy machines. 

- He wrote it 7 times and sent each church a copy. 

- He has a personalized message for each of the 7 churches which we’ll see in Chapters 2 and 3 of 

Revelation. 

- Why would he write to 7 different churches? 

- One of the possible reasons can be seen in Revelation 22, which has this warning. 

 

[18] Revelation 22:18-19   For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If 

any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  19 And 

if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the 

book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. 

 

- If you have 7 copies and someone changes one of the copies, you’ll know that those words have been 

changed. 

- You’ll know which one is the fraud. 

- If you have 500 baseball cards printed and 3 of the very rare cards have printing errors on them, you’ll 

know the frauds very quickly because 497 are correct and say the same thing. 

- The same thing goes for the entire Bible. There have been many attempts to corrupt and change the word 

of God. 

- So, why did John write to 7 different churches and send 7 copies, one to each church? 

- Here’s another possible reason in the Book of Psalms. 

 

[19] Psalm 12:6   The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven 

times. 

 

- Let’s continue in verse 4: 

 

[20] Revelation 1:4   John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him 

which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 

 

- What’s this mean about the writing being FROM the seven Spirits which are before His throne? 

- Let’s turn to Revelation 3:1 quickly. This is Jesus speaking here. 

 

[21] Revelation 3:1   And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven 

Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 

 

- Jesus is saying that He has the 7 Spirits of God. So, what are these 7 spirits? 

- The Bible tells us in Isaiah what these 7 spirits are that Jesus Christ Himself has. 
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[22] Isaiah 11:1-2   And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 

roots:  2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

 

[23] There are 7 Spirits listed there in Isaiah 11: 

 

1. Spirit of the Lord 

2. Spirit of Wisdom 

3. Spirit of Understanding 

4. Spirit of Counsel 

5. Spirit of Might 

6. Spirit of Knowledge 

7. Spirit of Fear of the Lord 

 

- In Verse 1 it also directly states this is talking about Jesus Christ and the 7 Spirits resting upon Him. 

- The rod that comes out of the stem of Jesse is Jesus Christ Himself. 

- Jesus comes out of the seed of David and David is the son of Jesse. 

 

[24] John 7:42   Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of 

Bethlehem, where David was? 

 

- Let’s continue in verse 5 of Revelation 1. 

 

[25] Revelation 1:5-6   And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and 

the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,  6 

And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

- These verses give us the Gospel of Jesus Christ right here. 

- Many “Christian” religions today will say that we can only reach heaven if we’re good people who do good 

things. 

- They say that we must live good lives to make it to heaven. This is what man says. In the Bible, God says: 

 

[26] Romans 3:10   As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

 

[27] Romans 3:23   For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

 

[28] Matthew 19:17a   And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, 

God: 

 

- Man says one thing and God says another. 

- God says the ONLY reason we can be made kings and priests unto God is because our sins have been 

washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ Himself. 

- That’s it. Nothing we do of ourselves is good enough to save us, and Revelation 1:5-6 is telling us that yet 

again. 
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[29] Ephesians 2:8-9   For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9 

Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

 

- Let’s look at the end of verse 6. 

 

[30] Revelation 1:6   And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

- When John uses the word Amen here, this means he is closing a thought and starting a new thought next.  

- The Bible does the same thing in many, many spots. 

- We do the same thing when we pray and say “Amen“ to close. 

- 24 of 27 New Testament books close with the word “Amen.” See the table. 

- Only the Book of Acts, James, and 3 John do not close with Amen.  

 

[31] 

Book End w/ Amen Book End w/ Amen Book End w/ Amen 

Matthew Yes Ephesians Yes Hebrews Yes 

Mark Yes Philippians Yes James No 

Luke Yes Colossians Yes 1 Peter Yes 

John Yes 1 Thessalonians Yes 2 Peter Yes 

Acts No 2 Thessalonians Yes 1 John Yes 

Romans Yes 1 Timothy Yes 2 John Yes 

1 Corinthians Yes 2 Timothy Yes 3 John No 

2 Corinthians Yes Titus Yes Jude Yes 

Galatians Yes Philemon Yes Revelation Yes 

 

- John is closing his thought in verse 6 and starting new in verse 7. 

- Verses 1 through 6 of Revelation are an introduction to the Book of Revelation. 

- The next verse, Verse 7, is the number ONE KEY verse in the entire book of Revelation so hear this now.  

 

[32] Revelation 1:7   Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 

him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

 

- NOTICE: There’s an AMEN right before verse 7 and an AMEN at the end of verse 7. 

- This MUST be a KEY VERSE, and we better pay attention to this verse. 

- This verse is telling us that the SECOND COMING of Jesus Christ is the FOCUS of the Book of Revelation 

and God’s Judgement upon the wicked is another major FOCUS of the Book of Revelation. 

- Notice where verse 7 says: 

 

[33] Revelation 1:7   Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 

him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

 

- Wailing means to cry out with pain, grief, anger, and anguish. 

- This verse is telling us that Jesus is coming and His judgement is coming upon the wicked.  
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[34] Matthew 13:42   And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

 

- Jesus Himself tells us in Matthew 13:42 that there will be wailing in hell. 

- Revelation 1:7, again, is telling us Jesus is coming with clouds at His second coming. 

- Every eye shall see Him, and judgement will be poured out on the wicked. 

- Understanding Revelation 1:7 completely is the way to understand the entire book of Revelation. 

- If you do not understand verse 7, you will not understand the entire Book of Revelation. 

- Really, it comes down to that. 

 

Let’s spend some time on Verse 7 so we fully understand it because it’s THAT important. 

- The Bible put an Amen before verse 7 and at the end of verse 7 so we’ll take that hint and spend some 

time on that verse. 

- GET THIS CLEAR: Verse 7 says HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS. 

- So, this obviously talking about JESUS COMING BACK. This is HIS SECOND COMING. 

- This is what all the saved people in this world want to see. We want to see Jesus come back. 

- The Book of Revelation is going to reveal many things about His Second Coming. 

- What about the first coming of Jesus Christ? When did this happen? 

- This happened when he was born in the manger of Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. 

- This is when He came to Earth the first time. 

 

[35] John 1:11-12   He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  12 But as many as received him, to 

them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

 

- Jesus was conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on the cross. 

- His soul went to hell because of our sin and not His own, He defeated death and hell. 

- He arose in His body, He appeared to over 500 witnesses at once in His body 

- Stayed on Earth for 40 days in His resurrected body. 

- And then He ascended into heaven to sit on the right hand of God the Father. 

- I want to look closely at Acts Chapter 1. Jesus is with his disciples in this Chapter. 

- I want to start in Verse 9 where Jesus is about to ascend into heaven to be with His Father. 

 

[36] Acts 1:9-10   And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 

received him out of their sight.  10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two 

men stood by them in white apparel; 

 

- His disciples watched Him very intently. They looked upon Him as He went up toward heaven. 

- Notice there are 2 men standing by them in white apparel as Jesus is ascending into heaven. 

- Notice what these 2 men in white apparel say to His disciples in verse 11. 

- Hear this as this is very important. 

 

[37] Acts 1:11   Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which 

is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

 

- Jesus will come in like manner just as He ascended towards heaven that day. 

- And remember that they were watching Him as He ascended towards heaven. 
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- For Christ’s second coming, people will be watching, people will see Him, and He will be coming back with 

clouds just as clouds received him out of their sight during His ascension into heaven. 

- Just as Revelation 1:7 tells us: “Every eye shall see Him” as He comes with clouds. 

- This will be the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

Let’s look at other parts of the Bible that mention Jesus coming with clouds. Let’s see what the Bible has to say.  

- Remember, this is very important to understand today. 

- We’re simply taking what God says in His Bible and understanding the Book of Revelation. 

- The HUGE majority of Christians today have Verse 7 wrong and most of Revelation and other books wrong 

too. 

- We’ll make sure we get this right today. Let’s turn to Matthew 24 verse 21: 

 

[38] Matthew 24:21   For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this 

time, no, nor ever shall be. 

 

- This is Jesus speaking here, and He’s talking about Great Tribulation. 

- The Book of Revelation talks about great tribulation. 

- And we’ll learn more about that later, but let’s keep going. Move down to verse 29 in Matthew 24. 

 

[39] Matthew 24:29   Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 

shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 

 

- So right there the Bible tells us about events that will happen IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TRIBULATION. 

- The sun shall be darkened, the moon shall not give her light, stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers 

of heaven shall be shaken. 

- These are ALL major events that will happen, and these same events show up throughout the Bible over 

and over and over again. 

- Here’s one example from the Book of Joel: 

 

[40] Joel 3:14-15   Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of 

decision.  15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 

 

- The Bible tells us in several places that the Day of the Lord is associated with the sun and moon being 

darkened. 

- Remember and keep in mind that the Day of the Lord occurs when the sun and moon are darkened. 

- Now let’s go back to Matthew 24 verse 30. 

 

[41] Matthew 24:30   And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 

the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

 

- Matthew 24 tells us that we will see the Great Tribulation first. 

- Then, the sun and moon is darkened. Next, we see the sign of the Son of man in heaven. 

- Jesus Christ is the Son of man as he calls Himself the Son of man over 80 times in the New Testament. 

- Then, all the tribes of the earth will mourn. 

- And finally in verse 30, we’re told “They shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 

power and great glory.” 
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- Let’s compare Matthew 24 with Revelation 1:7. 

 

[42] 

Revelation 1:7   Behold, he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced 
him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
him. Even so, Amen. 

Matthew 24:30   And then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. 

 

[43] Notice these similarities between verses and how they match up exactly: 

 

1. He is coming with clouds. 

2. Every eye shall see Him, and He will be seen. 

3. All kindreds and tribes shall wail and mourn. 

 

- Let’s go back to Matthew 24 verse 31: 

 

[44] Matthew 24:31   And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 

together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

 

- Do you see that? “They shall gather together His elect.” His elect refers to people who are saved. 

- Every time the Bible mentions “The Elect” it’s talking about people who are saved. 

- Here’s one example, but there are many more. 

 

[45] Titus 1:1   Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and 

the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 

 

- If you’re saved (anyone can be saved by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ), you’re part of the elect. 

- You’re part of God’s group of people. 

- It doesn’t matter if you’re Jew or Gentile. 

- You’re God’s elect if you’re saved through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

- The elect is NOT referring to the modern day nation of Israel which is a man-made nation not of God. 

- The nation of Israel consists mainly of the religion of Judaism, which HATES the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

[46] Here’s what happens in order: 

 

1. A trumpet will sound. 

2. Gathers up the saved who are the believers. 

 

- Now, let’s look at Mark Chapter 13. 

 

[47] Mark 13:24-27   But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not 

give her light,  25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.  26 And 

then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.  27 And then shall he send 

his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part of the earth to the 

uttermost part of heaven. 
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- So far, we should all be able to say that Revelation 1:7, Matthew 24, and Mark 13 are all talking about the 

same event. 

- Right? Do you see that? Jesus is coming in the clouds. People are wailing and mourning. 

- It’s the same event. It matches perfectly. 

- Now, let’s look at Luke 21. You should remember Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21. 

 

[48] Luke 21:25-28   And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth 

distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;  26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and 

for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.  27 And 

then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 And when these things 

begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. 

 

- Pay close attention to these verses. Their hearts are failing them for fear of things that are coming. 

- Then it says after this shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 

- In Matthew and Mark, it tells us that the saved will be gathered together and this is redemption for God’s 

saved people. 

- Luke tells us once these things come to pass, to look up, to lift your heads, for your redemption draweth 

near. 

- He’s saying you’re about to be gathered together. This is your redemption! 

 

So again, Revelation 1:7, Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 are all parallel passages. 

- These are very obvious, and you can go match the chapters up yourselves. 

- You’ll see how they match perfectly. Revelation 1:7 is speaking about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 

- This is so easy to see, but all the churches around here and all the religions around here believe in a Pre-

Tribulation Rapture. 

- This means they say God’s elect will be gathered together and taken off the earth BEFORE the tribulation! 

- If you’ve been listening so far today, how can they say this? It’s NOT Biblical at all. 

- And yes, I believed in the pre-tribulation rapture before and studied it very well. 

- 100% without a doubt it is a MAN-MADE teaching. It’s not from the Bible AT ALL. 

 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all say different when compared to the Pre-Tribulation Rapture (which is false). 

- Jesus repeats Himself 3 times in those books. Yet, we have false teaching everywhere! 

- The Bible says “AFTER THE TRIBULATION” then you will see the Son of man COMING in the clouds. 

- And Revelation Chapter 19 is NOT the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

- Revelation Chapter 19 doesn’t match Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 AT ALL. 

 

Everyone (or all churches and people I know) agree that 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4 is speaking about the rapture. 

- The rapture is the gathering of God’s elect in the clouds with Jesus Christ. 

- The entire PROBLEM we have is the Pre-Tribulation rapture group (which is all churches in this area) will 

say that the Rapture is NOT the second coming of Jesus Christ! 

- They will say that Revelation 1:7, Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21, and Acts 1 are all describing a different 

“COMING” of the Lord Jesus Christ than what you see in 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4. 

- They try to separate it FOR SOME REASON and say that the Rapture with Jesus “COMING” in the clouds 

doesn’t count as a “COMING” of Jesus Christ. 

- What??? See: they make those changes to match their false teaching. 
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- Instead, listen, hear, and see what the Bible says. Don’t change the Bible to match your lies. 

- The Bible is the truth. We don’t get to change the words in the Bible. 

 

Please remember this: 

- The Pre-Tribulation Rapture group (which is every church in this area) will say that 1 Thessalonians 

Chapter 4 does NOT describe the SECOND COMING of Jesus Christ. 

- So, let’s read 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4, and you can judge for yourself. 

- Is this really talking about some separate event that takes place BEFORE the tribulation? 

 

[49] 1 Thessalonians 4:13-15   But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 

asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  15 For this we say unto you by the word 

of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are 

asleep. 

 

- 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4 verse 15 is talking about the COMING OF THE LORD! 

- God Himself in HIS BIBLE using HIS WORDS calls this THE COMING OF THE LORD. 

- Make sure you see that. It’s right there. It’s called “THE COMING OF THE LORD.” 

- Yet, the Pre-Tribulation False Teachers (which is every church around here) will say that 1 Thessalonians is 

NOT talking about THE COMING OF THE LORD! 

- Obviously, the event in 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4 is talking about THE COMING OF THE LORD! 

 

Open up your eyes and your ears and let’s put a STOP to all this false teaching and heresy. 

- Don’t change God’s words, and don’t allow false preachers to change them either. 

- Don’t make them to be whatever you want them to be so they match your views. 

- And if you aren’t sure, then stop teaching others something you aren’t sure about. 

- This is what happens in Churches around here, and I’m sick of it. 

 

How can anyone who is saved read 1 Thessalonians 4:15 and teach others that this is NOT talking about the 

COMING OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST? 

- So, if this isn’t the second coming of the Lord as churches around here teach, then what is it? 

- Which coming of the Lord is it? The Bible calls it the coming of the Lord. 

- So which coming is it? Is it the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, coming 1.25, 1.5, 1.75, 2.5, 3.5? 

- That’s ridiculous, right? 

- They say it’s not a coming of the Lord and that it doesn’t count because the feet of Jesus do not make 

contact with the ground. 

- What??? Where do they get this stuff? From a man-made doctrine! It doesn’t come from God. 

 

[50] 1 Thessalonians 4:15   For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 

unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

 

- There is no getting out of this verse and these words. Is this the second coming of Jesus Christ or NOT?  

- These false churches and false teachers say NOT. Then, you’re going against what the Bible says. 

- Then, this tells me, you don’t believe what God says, which takes us back to John 8:47. 

 

[51] John 8:47   He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. 
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- Preachers and teachers and pastors and ministers want to play games with the word of God. 

- We don’t play games here at this church. What God says, goes. And He calls it a coming of the Lord! 

- Let’s continue with 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4: 

 

[52] 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18   For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  17 Then we which are alive and 

remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 

with the Lord.  18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

 

- So, the dead in Christ rise first. The bodies of all the dead whose souls are in heaven will rise first. 

- The newly resurrected bodies will meet the souls from heaven in the clouds with Jesus Christ. 

- Then, those who are alive and remain on earth will be caught up together with those newly resurrected 

bodies from the dead in Christ. 

- The ones who are alive will then have a new body as they are gathered together in the clouds. 

 

Why would verse 18 say: “Wherefore comfort one another with these words?” 

- This simply means that you’re going to see all of your loved ones who are saved in the clouds when we’re 

all caught up together!!! 

- This is comforting. Do you want to go to heaven and not know anyone? 

- Do you want to look around and not see anyone you know? 

- Be comforted because you will see the ones you’ve known who are saved. 

 

[53] So, in 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4, we have all of these things happening: 

 

1. Jesus Christ is coming. 

2. He’s coming in the clouds. 

3. Trumpet of God (Matthew 24:31). 

4. Gathering together of the Elect. 

 

Did ANY PART of Thessalonians Chapter 4 mention anything about this COMING of the Lord occurring before the 

tribulation as the false churches and false teachers will tell you? 

- NO. It does not. It doesn’t yet say anything about the timing of this event. 

- Let’s keep going in 1 Thessalonians. Verse 18 is the last verse in Chapter 4. 

- So let’s look at verse 1 in Chapter 5. 

- Remember, man input the chapters and the verses BUT they can’t change the words of God (God says He 

will preserve His words). 

- The first word in Chapter 5 verse 1 is “BUT” which happens to mean that we’re continuing from Chapter 4. 

 

[54] 1 Thessalonians 5:1   But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 

 

- Yes, we see that the timing was never given to us. But, let’s keep going. On to verse 2. 

 

[55] 1 Thessalonians 5:2   For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 

night. 
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- Obviously, the Day of the Lord is equivalent to the Rapture.  

- We just talked about the Rapture a few verses before this. And now we read about the Day of the Lord. 

- We don’t need to know the timing of the Rapture because we’re told that the Day of the Lord cometh as a 

thief in the night. 

- And we know the Day of the Lord is always characterized by the Sun and Moon being darkened! 

- The Bible tells us this over and over again. 

- So, you might ask: “Well, where’s the wailing and mourning?” Let’s continue reading in verse 3. 

 

[56] 1 Thessalonians 5:3   For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon 

them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 

 

- So it tells us they will have travail like a woman with child. 

- Travail means painful or laborious effort. 

- So this matches Revelation 1:7, Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. 

- But, these pre-tribulation rapture people will tell you: “DON’T WORRY BECAUSE YOU’LL BE LONG GONE 

BEFORE ANY OF THIS HAPPENS.” 

- Is that what the next verse says? Of course not. Let’s look. 

 

[57] 1 Thessalonians 5:4   But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 

 

- Does that say that you’re not going to be there? Does it imply that you won’t be there? 

- Does it say you’re already gone and have been raptured into heaven with Jesus? 

- NO! It doesn’t say that. This is what the Pre-Tribulation Rapture group will tell you. 

- It simply says that the Day of the Lord will not overtake you as a thief. 

- So remember, the Pre-Tribulation rapture group is saying the Rapture has already occurred and the Day of 

the Lord comes later. 

- They’re saying none of this is important for us to understand. This is completely false. 

- The rapture and the Day of the Lord happen on the same day! 

- Let’s continue in verse 5: 

 

[58] 1 Thessalonians 5:5-6   Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, 

nor of darkness.  6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 

 

- He’s telling us to watch and the day will not overtake you as a thief. 

- He’s telling as that we are the children of the light and that means we will understand His words, know 

when this is coming, and will not be overtaken as a thief. 

- We’ll see it coming! 

- Others who believe false teaching and the word of man over the word of God, will be overtaken as a thief 

when that day comes. 

- This simply means you will be there, but that day will not surprise you. You’ll see it coming. 

- Just like Luke 21:28 says: 

 

[59] Luke 21:28   And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 

redemption draweth nigh. 
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