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Authority in the Family 

God showed Adam a b ig garden, representative of the possibility of inheriting the whole world, if he handled it right. 
He said: I want you to dress it, keep it, cultivate it, so it becomes productive - be a watchman over it, guard that 
garden. You have to cultivate your wife, so she becomes a beautiful woman. Take her out, and buy her something 
nice, look after her; speak words to her.  

Headship is Male (1 of 5)  The source of all power and authority is God, who has entrusted it to 4 specific places on 
earth: Government, Church, Family, and Individuals. Spiritual authority in the home is Gods design, and a source of 
releasing power and blessing. Everything God established, the enemy has tried to destroy and curse. Rather than 
react out of your own opinions or experience, open your heart to God, our creator. See what God calls us to do, 
acknowledge it, learn how to co-operate with God, and enjoy the results.  

Headship and Responsibility (2 of 5)  God has set spiritual laws and natural laws in place - we can't shift them, 
they are upheld by His power. Our only response is to recognize them and align ourselves with them to flow under 
His blessing, or resist. Resisting the laws of God (even in ignorance) opens a legal doorway for demonic spirits to 
gain access to our lives and bring destruction. This teaching will help you become aware of your positioning and help 
you move forward.  

Guard that Garden (3 of 5)  In Genesis 3, God gave man a clear mandate (area of responsibility), with instructions 
to "dress it" and "keep it". How does this apply today? What does it mean? This session practically unpacks this - 
how to work it out in marriage? What happens if we don't? What am I responsible for and what am I not responsible 
for? How does it affect the spirit world? What are the broad principals? Is there room for personal initiative?  

Because of the Angels (4 of 5) The whole reason for divine order in the home is because of the reality of a highly 
structured spirit world, that recognizes chain of command. No-one should engage spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6) 
without being properly positioned (Ephesians 5). Modern society rages against divine principles, and has become 
increasingly demonized, as demons have access wherever God's laws are violated. To regain spiritual authority and 
blessing, we must come into agreement with God's order. We choose our positioning, the consequences follow.  

Loving Leadership (5 of 5) God never uses His power to get His way in our life, His loving-kindness attracts us to 
follow Him (Jeremiah 31:3). What does this look like in marriage? This very practical session unpacks 5 principles 
that will empower your leadership in marriage: Principle of Headship, Principle of Bonding, Principle of Partnership, 
Principle of Honour, Principle of Loving-kindness.  
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Headship is Male (1 of 5) 
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The source of all power and authority is God, who has entrusted it to 4 specific places on earth: Government, Church, 
Family, and Individuals. Spiritual authority in the home is Gods design, and a source of releasing power and blessing. 
Everything God established, the enemy has tried to destroy and curse. Rather than react out of your own opinions o r 
experience, open your heart to God, our creator. See what God calls us to do, acknowledge it, learn how to co -
operate with God, and enjoy the results. 

We've been sharing how to build and draw your marriage into unity, by turning the hearts, one towards a nother. We 
found that when hearts are directed towards one another, then there comes a tremendous flow in a marriage. 
Otherwise if the heart has got barriers, and walls, or defilements in it; you find that no matter what you try, you can't 
build that sense of unity. We shared a couple of weeks ago, about how people can be free from defilement, and many 
people were prayed for, and began to acknowledge things that come into their life, previous relationships, defiling 
thoughts. One of the things that happens so frequently, is that people find that their mind is troubled by memories or 
pictures, which are very powerful and very vivid. It's important to know what to do with those things. 

The first thing is to realise this, is that pictures and memories associated with previous relationships, we need to 
reject totally any hope of that relationship, any desire for that relationship. We need, within our heart, to totally reject 
that which we were a part of in the past, which was not right. Without that, you can neve r be properly free and 
separated from those things. The second thing is that breaking soul ties, or prayer ministry, can literally break the 
links in those relationships, and bring a great measure of freedom in the mind. However some people find they still  
struggle with thoughts and pictures that come back to them, pictures that re-invade the mind, even though they've 
turned their heart against it, and they've been prayed for. 

Let me give you then another key that will just help you, a very, very simple key. The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 
10, Verse 5, it tells us: we are to bring into captivity every thought into the obedience of Christ. So there's actually 
something we can do, and that is: take every thought captive; making it a prisoner of war. A pris oner of war is a 
soldier you captured and disarmed, so it says: thoughts which are ungodly thoughts or pictures, are like enemy 
soldiers that come against us to hurt us; and we must arise inside, and take them captive, or prisoner of war; and 
disarm them. Well of course how do you do that? Well it says this, it says: you take the thought captive into the 
obedience of Christ. There's something Jesus has done, there's an area where Jesus has been obedient; that you 
and I can take our thoughts, and make them s ubmit to what He has done. Now you say: how do I do that? That's 
what we really need to know, how do I actually make it work? I can share with you testimony of how it works. 

In my life, I have found things that from my past have come up at times; and they've been quite vivid pictures, that 
have been hard to displace. Whenever they come I used to fight them. Now of course as you fight them, they become 
more attractive. The sign that says 'don't touch the paint', of course you want to touch it straight away. If I put a box 
down the back, 'do not open this' it'd be sure to be opened more than a dozen times before the service is over. 
[Laughter] It's just how it is. When we see the law 'don't do it'; you feel you want to do it. Knowing you're not to do it 
never gives you any power, it just draws you to get more attracted, makes the sinner alive. So I've found that when 
you fight negative thoughts, you actually end up empowering them; so I found a very simple way of dealing with it - 
very powerful, it works very effectively. As the thought comes, I begin to identify the thought, I see it. Then I 
consciously just take another thought, the cross of Christ. I consciously meditate on the cross of Christ, and 
superimpose it over the picture that is coming to invade my m ind; and hold it there by faith, until what is beyond it, 
begins to just disappear. 

http://mikeconnellministries.com/Because-of-the-Angels-4-of-5/1298/mp3.aspx
http://mikeconnellministries.com/Loving-Leadership-5-of-5/1299/mp3.aspx
http://mikeconnellministries.com/Headship-is-Male-1-of-5/1295/mp3.aspx
https://www.createspace.com/4472926
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3a%2f%2fmikeconnellministries.com%2fsets%2f1300%2fAuthority-in-the-Family.aspx
http://mikeconnellministries.com/conference_sets.aspx
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=BQ4KNKH7RSNKC
http://www.smashwords.com/books/writereview/344876?ref=MikeConnellMinistries


I've found, if I have separated in my heart from all desire for that thing, and it is invading me as an unwanted thing; 
then if I will just see the thing for what it is, and lift the cross of Christ against it; so I'm looking through the cross at it, 
believing for that cross of Christ; His obedience to break it's power. I find within a short time I literally - the power of 
the thing is lost and it goes. Then I just redirect my thoughts somewhere else. But I have found sometimes just trying 
to redirect your thoughts, the thoughts keep invading, so I have found it very helpful to consciously meditate on the 
cross of Christ, His obedience on my behalf, and push it upon that troubling picture, until I see the thing vanish and 
go. I've found it to be very powerful, taking every thought captive, or prisoner of war, into the obedience of Christ; not 
to my obedience but His obedience. It's very simple. I've found it works, and I'd encourage you to try it if you're 
struggling. How many people struggle with these thoughts that invade them, they can't seem to get rid of them, they 
seem to push against them? How many people have experienced that? See, many. 

Well I encourage you, over this next week or so, to consciously do that. Instead of fighting the thought, just 
superimpose a picture of the cross of Christ, believing for that to destroy that image. I literally picture it, disintegrating 
and fading away, and then its power is broken. I've asked the Lord, over the years, to bring everything up to my mind 
that has still got resident power; and as it comes up, I bring the cross of Christ, and declare its power broken, and 
gradually watch it disappear. It's been very helpful - so that's just not my message today but, it'll be helpful because 
the difficulty is we know what the scripture says, we don't know how to do it. 

I want to share with you something else, 1 Corinthians, Chapter 11 and Verse 3. I want to move from where we're 
going, about building oneness; and I want to take a different tack. Now over the next three or four weeks I want to talk 
about "headship in the family"; and we're going to talk about God's order and government, and I want to open this 
area up. As we do it I want you to be very open to let God teach you something. The Bible says: he that has ears to 
hear, let him hear. Now when we listen to things, many times what happens is, we don't actually deny it; we just 
quietly lift our thoughts up against it, compare it with what we think, and then quietly go on our own way, and our 
thoughts remain unchallenged. The Bible calls that "hardening of heart". You can never grow, if you don't let the word 
of God into you, to transform you. Another reason that we resist being changed, is because when we hear the word 
of God, it requires something of us. We need to respond, and do something we didn't do before; and many times we 
just quietly nod our head: oh I wish so and so was here, this was a good message for them; and we don't actually let 
it get into our own heart. 

Now I want to talk over the next few weeks just about Headship in the Family, and some of the areas we're going to 
touch will rattle your cage a little, and I'm deliberately going to do that. Today's subject is Headship is Ma le. If you 
don't like it, I won't change it one little bit. Headship is Male, and we're going to push on this area, because if we get 
the men thinking right, then I think we can make some major changes. So we're going to focus our attention on the 
men, but also bring it together. Now I can't in one session answer every question. Clearly there are specific situations, 
such as: what happens when a couple separates; what happens if there's a single parent situation; what happens if a 
couple divorce, what happens? We can't answer them all just at the moment, but what I want to do is, rather than look 
at the exceptions, which seem many; and your particular situation; I want to lay out first of all the principles, because 
if we build our life around the principles , then we will find our life will begin to start to be empowered by God.  

If you want to try and build it into your life - the Bible says: unless the Lord builds the house, they labour in vain that 
build. In other words, you've got a heap of work, then and it doesn't get anywhere. You're frustrated and disappointed 
how little outcome you've got, but when the Lord builds our marriage - how does the Lord build your marriage or build 
your relationships? Why this: He lays out principles, He lays out ways of operating; and when I understand those 
ways, and come into agreement with them, His power's released, and things happen that I don't have to make 
happen. How many are tired of making your spouse change? [Laughter] Not very many, okay. [Laughter] You're still 
hardened in commitment to get them to change. You will never get them to change, I can tell you now, not by doing it 
that way. No, there's another way that we can influence our spouse powerfully, and we need to understand the 
principles of God in this area. 

I want you to have a look with me in 1 Corinthians 11, and if I don't answer all the questions you have, that's quite 
acceptable. Over two or three Sundays we will actually get into quite a few areas and they will help you. Now if you're 
a man; how many men have we got here today? We'll get all the men to stand up. [Applause begins] Okay, now this 
is it - no, don't clap them yet. I want you to say after me, right - is any man sitting down? Grab him by the scruff of the 
neck and pull him to his feet. [Laughter] Okay, we've got the men. Okay men, I want you to say after me, come on: 
headship is male. [Headship is male.] Headship is male. [Headship is male.] That means me! [That means me!] 
Good, okay, sit down. You've just come into agreement with God. Come on , let's give them a clap. [Applause] Then 
all the sisters pray for them hard, because we're going to get into them over the next two Sundays; get all the men 
standing up inside, not just standing up on the outside. 



But let's read in 1 Corinthians 11 verse 3: I would have you to know, that the head of every man is Christ - that 
produces a challenge straight away for the men, how you're getting on with God. Are you a man of prayer, or is your 
wife carrying the prayer? If your wife is carrying all the prayer load - you're irresponsible, and you need to actually get 
back into the place God has called you to be. The head of every man is Christ - now here it is - the head of the 
woman is the man. If you didn't get it before, the head of Christ is God. Now in Ephes ians 5 verse 23, it says: the 
husband is the head of the wife. Headship in the home, headship is male. If you are male, you are the head of your 
wife; and we'll talk about what that means. Now as we begin to go through this, of course the difficulty is, most people 
today do not recognise headship, or God's order and authority, or there's a tremendous attempt to overthrow it.  

We live in days, when people are trying to overthrow all truth, all authority, everything that God has set in place; over 
this last three decades it has been subtly undermined, through the education system. It has been subtly eroded 
through society, through media; until now people have got no idea, and there's this sort of thing where we're all equal 
or whatever. Now there are two extremes, that are a problem here; which we want to identify straight away. They are 
two complete opposites, and the truth lies somewhere between there; and that's what we want to focus on - what God 
has to say. Here's one extreme. One extreme is when a male is dominant, and abusive, and oppressive over a 
woman. This is an evil in God's eyes, and He will deal severely with that person who is like that. Many men are 
abusive, they are self-centred, they have unresolved conflicts from women in their background; and they 
misrepresent God, and they misuse and abuse what God has entrusted to them, in relationship to their wives and 
children. 

This area we want to deal with, we're going to look at areas like: headship and responsibility; what the responsibility 
is; and how you go about doing it. So that is one extreme, the other extreme is when men just give up all their 
responsibility, as a reaction to avoid God's order altogether. So the extreme on one side is male chauvinism, an 
attitude that comes from fallen, sinful men, of despising, belittling and hating women, and using or misusing their 
authority over them. This is godless, it's anti-christ, it produces tremendous spiritual problems in the home, and 
reaction, and hurt, and bitterness right through the family. But the other extreme has a similar result. It's exactly out at 
the other end. It's called feminism. It's where women who have been hurt, reject God's way, God's standard; and 
begin to try and rise up and equalise it, or even reverse it. Both extremes unleash s piritual powers into families, that 
cause immense harm, and immense destruction. Both, equally, are evils. 

Now what we want to understand is, we want to see how God put things together, and how I can co -operate with 
what God has set in place; because every time I agree with what God says, and I understand what He wants me to 
do, and I do it, I will get results. Not only that, the Bible, as we'll see in a moment, makes it very clear, that God 
upholds His order. The way He set things in place is actually sustained by His power; so everything that's out of 
God's order, you're fighting against the power of God - you'll never win. You can't win if you try and fight against God, 
it's like trying to overcome gravity by leaping up in the air. You'll just go so far, then you'll fall down, gravity will again 
master you. You can't get out of the hold of that law. Now I want to just talk before I get into headship is male, I want 
to look first of all at the order that God has set in place. Look in Colossians 1, and then we'll look in Romans 13. 

Colossians 1, I want you to see something that the Bible tells us. God is a God of order. He has constructed the 
universe clearly in an ordered kind of way. Everywhere you go, you meet God's order. You can't get away from it. 
You can pretend it's not there, you can pretend there's no God. It won't make any difference; He's still there, it's still 
ordered; and you will experience the result of ignoring His laws. Verse 16: for by Him - Jesus Christ - were all things 
created, those that are in heaven, and those on the earth. So He's saying now, there's some things in the realm of the 
spirit that God has created. They're invisible, you can't see, them but they're there. There's some things in the earth 
that God has created, they're visible, you see them. He's created them both; and it says here, whether they be visible 
or invisible - now He talks about what He's created. He's created positions of authority, or areas of influence and 
responsibility - thrones, dominions, principalities and powers. All of the things were created by Him, and for Him. 

So we understand now, that God has created certain realms of authority in the spirit world, which the church and 
Christian believers are called to arise and to fill. He's created also in the earth , certain structures and forms, and He's 
put it all together. It says not only that, that He created it, it was created by Him, it was created for Him, and it is 
upheld by Him; so that in Him, He will have the pre-eminence everywhere. Now when we look at the natural world, 
we see a thing like the law of gravity. Scientists cannot tell you why the law is there. They can't explain how the law 
operates. They can only describe the law. They can't really work out how come the thing works, but what they can do 
is describe what it does; and the Bible tells us that these natural laws are upheld by God's power. God is the power 
source that keeps it all working. He upholds it all. 

In the realm of the spirit there are laws and principles, and the power of God upholds them. You have to understand 
that, that the power of God upholds the thing. In other words, when I co-operate with it, work with it, the power of God 



is released in my life. If I try and go against it, it's like pushing water up hill; so I need to understan d the order that 
God has set. Now have a look in Romans 13, and it tells us about authority, whether it be natural, or whether it be in 
the spirit realm; it's source is the same - Verses 1 and 2: let every soul be subject unto the higher powers, for there is 
no power but of God; and the powers that be, or the powers that are in place, are ordered by God. Whoever therefore 
resists the power, resisted something God has put in place; and those that resist, shall receive judgement against 
themselves.  

Now let's just take it through piece by piece. The Bible tells us that there's an order in the human world, and in the 
realm of the spirit. Everywhere you go, you encounter an authority of some kind; like for example, if I just step off here 
now, I will encounter an authority, a law that operates, the law of gravity. If I go out on the road, there's road rules. If I 
break them, I encounter the law. I go and try and put something on the side of my house and build it, I come into a 
conflict with the authorities in the town. If I try and do various things, I come into conflict, or I find that there are 
authorities everywhere. Go to the school, I cannot just walk into a school, there are authorities established there. I 
might have my child in a class, I just can't walk in and interrupt the class, there are authorities there. Everywhere you 
go, there's order in society; and if that order is violated, or if the boundaries of it are violated, terrible problems take 
place. 

So the Bible tells us, that there is no authority except it comes from God; so that word there 'power' is the word 
exousia: a legal or delegated right to act or exert power. That word 'power' there means literally, in the original 
language: something delegated to you, that gives you a legal right to act. So if for example you buy a house, if you go 
to that house, you can do what you like with it. You can tear it down, you can renovate it, you can paint it, you can 
change it, you can add to it if you get the right permits, you can all kinds of things. Why can you do that? It's your 
house, you own it. You've got legal title to it - but if you went into someone else's house, and said: I don't like this 
house, it's been annoying me for a long time, I think I'll paint it a different colour. Now you would very soon find that 
now you are moving outside your authority. You're moving into someone else's area of authority, and they would be 
right to resist you very, very strongly. [Laughter] 

You could drive down the road, and you see a car, and you say: oh, I like that car. That's very nice, I've always 
wanted one like that. You get in and drive it away. After a little while, you get arrested. Why? Because you have 
violated an authority boundary; it does not belong to you, you have no right to act. But if someone said: he re's my car, 
borrow it, you could drive it and it would be alright - within reason. You understand that? You need to understand: 
what I am responsible for, I have authority over. What I am responsible for, I have authority. Now God has set in 
place four authority structures in the earth: one is civil government. This is what it says: all authority comes from God 
- here it is - all authority comes from God, the powers that be. So whenever you encounter authority, guess whose 
authority you're encountering? You're encountering [God's] God's authority. Now a lot of people say: Jesus is law; but 
friend, where the rubber meets the road, is the first time you come into conflict, or encounter an authority, then you'll 
find out whether He is Lord or not; because to resist, the Bible says: whoever resists the authority, is resisting what 
God put in place; and God will sort them out. 

When you go down the road, and you deliberately and wilfully violate the traffic laws, you are violating the authority of 
God; and He sends someone along to sort you out. [Laughs] You get a ticket, or a picture, smiley picture. [Laughter] 
There was always disagreement in our home over who was the one entitled to the picture. [Laughter] We would 
always get the picture, and then when it came, we'd put it on prominent display, so the criminal could be seen - pay 
the fine. So it tells us here four distinct structures, so one is government; and the Bible tells us that government has a 
certain role in society. It has some things it's given responsibility to do, to fulfil what God wants. As soon as it steps 
over that, it becomes oppressive, invasive, and we have a right then to resist. Understand that? Of course you pay 
the price if you do, but you still have a legal right to; and for example in the New Testament, we find that the apostles 
were gathered up before the religious leaders, who were also political leaders in their time. 

They said: don't preach about Jesus; and they spoke with a respectful attitude: well you can decide what you wish in 
this matter, but Jesus has clearly commanded us to take the gospel to nations, and we will continue to preach in His 
name. So a clear command in the Bible given to them could not be violated by authority over them. Authority has very 
strict limits on what it can do. The second area is the area of the church. Now the church is an authority structure God 
has set up; and it's not just a bunch of people, all equal in God's eyes. Each one is of equal value, you have to 
understand that. We have equal value, but we have different roles; and there is authority related to the responsibilities 
that God has given. Also there are areas in the family. The family is an authority structure God has set up. God 
ordered it, God set it in place. Guess what? God's power backs it. 

Whatever God set in place He stands behind it, His power; now you want to get the power of God released, you've 
got to find out how God ordered it, and then play your part in that order; and the power of God is released. A lot of 



people are striving and struggling to make things happen, because they don't understand how to align themselves 
with God's order, and then see and experience His power being released. So they're trying in their own effort to make 
something happen, instead of enjoying see the power of God flow, because they've aligned themselves, and just did 
what God said to do. We'll talk about what those things are. Finally, there's the authority of the individual. Every one 
of us has got personal authority. How do you know that? Because you have your own life you're responsible for; and 
therefore if you have your own life, you're responsible for, you have authority over your own life, you are directly 
accountable to God. You'll give account to God, not to me. 

So we understand that there are four principle authority structures God has set in place. Every one has something 
God told it to do. It is to function in a certain way, so God's order can be developed and built in the earth. When we 
pray: thy kingdom come, thy will be done - it happens through the structures God's set in place. God is an ordered 
God. You stay on the earth because He set a law of gravity in place, otherwise you'd fly off the earth. Everything in 
creation, natural and spiritual, is ordered. Now spiritual powers, the powers of darkness, are extremely limited in what 
they can do. They are limited in where they can operate. You know where they can operate? They can only operate 
outside the law of God, where it's dark; so their mode of operation is this: firstly they recognise authority structures, 
which God has set up. A couple goes and forms a new family, then the spirit world recognises: there's a new 
headship, there's a new unit, there's a new person in charge - the husband, the man. The Bible says it: the man is the 
head. 

The spirit realm will try then, to get that man either to: abuse what God has given Him; or to neglect what God has 
given him. Every authority structure that's set up, the spirit world must recognise it; so what we do on the earth - for 
example if on the earth, I acknowledge Jesus Christ is Lord, a new authority structure is set up in my life, and demons 
must acknowledge it. So what I do on the earth can cause things to happen in the spirit world. Now we understand 
that many of the problems that people have, is because of ignorance of the spirit world, and how it operates; so we 
just go our merry way doing our merry thing thinking it's right: well that was how I was brought up, I can't see what's 
wrong with that - and we have no power of God released. We've got tremendous demonic infestations in marriages, 
and families, and personal lives. 

Now this is what the Bible says. It says: ley every soul; how many are excluded under that? How many are excluded? 
[None.] That's every one of us - let every soul. It doesn't even talk about Christians there. Every soul is, every soul 
who's subject to the higher powers. That word 'higher' is literally one that has got a higher level, an increased 
authority; so in other words, every one of us, in our life, needs to discover where we fit in the piece of things. It says: 
let every soul be subject. That word 'subject' is a military term, it means to subordinate, or literally this: recognise your 
rank, and where you fit in the big picture, and acknowledge those who are over you in the right kind of way. For 
example, if I am a sergeant I look down, I am a sergeant. That means I've got to salute the captain, and the major, 
and the general, and I get commands that come this way. However, I've got people under me. I've got the corporal, 
and the lance corporal, and the privates; and they all look up, and they give me a salute. Do you understand that 
there is a chain of command? 

Now God will not violate His chain of command. You are directly responsible to God. The church is responsible to 
God. The family, the head of the family is responsible to God, and the government is responsible to God. Any time 
they start to go over their boundary lines; church cannot interfere within family, family cannot interfere with 
individuals, government cannot interfere with the church or family. When they do, great problems occur. Now let's just 
pick up the headship of the family, the man, and I'll just give you a couple of key points, then we'll finish here. So this 
is what the Bible tells us. Go back to 1 Corinthians 11 again, and we'll see why it is, that the husband is the head. Is it 
because he looks better? [Yes.] Is it because he's smarter? [Laughter] See, we have to tear down these wrong 
concepts. [Laughter] Is it because he's more gifted? We've got some real  male chauvinism here, I can see. [Laughter] 
Alright ladies, just come next week, and bring them along next week, because we'll be going into it a bit there.  

Is it because men are superior? [Laughter] I see we've got a lot of repentance to come. [Laughter ] Here it is, this is 
what the Bible says. It says this is why. It says - Verse 4 - gives four reasons why the man is the head, and they all 
point to one single reason. Here it is, number one, here's the first one. Now He's quoting the Old Testament, and H e's 
saying here: the man is the image, and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of the man. In other words, He's 
saying: God has made the man to reflect what He is like, in his government and leadership in the home; and the 
woman reflects what the man is like, in his government and leadership of the home. If the woman is depressed, 
defeated, down, neglected, rejected, looks plumb ugly => he has done a very poor job. [Laughter, applause] Blame 
him! 

So when we want to see how the man is really doing in his leadership, you don't look at him, you look at his wife. 
Does she look beautiful and radiant? Is she lifted up, because of his love, and his service, his honour and his value, 



his esteem, and his laying his life down for her? Or does she look as though she has to run around and do 
everything, she's burdened? [Laughter] You can tell whether he's doing his job or not. I think you're already getting 
the picture: love; and they're missing the mark altogether. Here it is, macho male, independent male, this kind of thing 
that's in our culture. We've got to get rid of that, and understand what it means to be the head. Okay, here it is, so the 
first thing is: the man is the image of God; but the woman's the glory of the man. Here it is, second reason: the man 
didn't come from the woman; but the woman came from the man. That's why the man is the head, because why? He 
is the one who God first made. Sorry, we can't change it, God made it that way.  

He made a man, and then said: he needs a woman; so he took part of him out. So the woman came out from the 
man, that's why the man is head. The man is the head, because he's the glory of God; and the woman is his glory. 
The man is the head, because he came first, and the woman came second. I can't help that, it's just how it happened. 
It's how the Bible says it. Come on now, it'll get better. [Laughter] Now look at this. Come on now - neither was the 
man created for the woman; but the woman was created for the man. That's why the man is the head. She was not 
created to run her own life, and have an independent life from his; she was created to be a helper for him. [Laughter] I 
know you're not going to like some of this stuff, but you've got to get the truth of God's word. 

See, this is the danger, is we'll go on in what we've been used to, and won't change; but if you can let God's word 
change your thinking. Today, an independent lifestyle is cultivated. You get two people together, haven't got a 
marriage, they just learn how to live together, but they haven't learnt for her to b ring her goals in life around so they 
are in harmony with his, and they work as a team. The woman was created for the man. That's why the man is the 
head. That's what the Bible's telling us here. Oh, I can see some of you are getting upset already. Remembe r we've 
got several weeks to work on this stuff. I'm sure our thinking will come around. Now here's the other reason, here's 
another one. Verse 10: now for this cause, ought the woman to have a covering on her head, as a sign she's under 
the power of her husband; because of the angels, or the spirit world. 

Now here's the other reason. This is why the husband's the head. This is why the woman needs to recognise it: 
because of the spirit world. Now a lot of women think: because they've been hurt, they can get away with all kinds of 
things. What you don't understand is, that's exactly what the spirit world wants you to think, in fact it came from there. 
It's a demonised idea, to bring you out of God's plan for your life, so the oppression can continue, and the bondage 
can continue in your life. That's what the Bible says: the husband is the head of the wife. Now I'll just explain in a 
moment what that means, and then we'll finish and develop it more next week. Here's the good part. You notice here 
it says: having stated God's order - He's making a statement. He's just saying see the sky? It's blue. See the man? 
He's the head. You can't make it be any different. Its how God set it up. God said: let there be blue sky, there's blue 
sky. God said: let the man be the head, he's the head. 

Now he never has to try to be the head. It just is. It just is that way. The Bible isn't saying: he's got to try and become 
something; the Bible just says: that's how God said it to be. You either agree with it, or disagree with it. Yo u either co-
operate with it, or you rebel against it; but you can't change it. It's like saying gravity is gravity, there it is, you can' t do 
anything about it. So the husband cannot make himself the head of the home, he is already. All that is needed, is that 
both he and his wife recognise it, and learn how to work with it. If he tries - well I've been to a men's convention, I'm 
going be the head of the home - he will mess it up very, very bad. She'll say: is that right! [Laughter] It won't work. No, 
I won't go there. [Laughs] It won't work. It won't work. You've got to realise, we either agree with what God has said; 
now headship is male. The man is the head of the woman. It doesn't say he's the head of the home, it says: he's the 
head of the woman. It has  to do with the relationship. What it means is, her life comes into harmony with his goals 
and purpose in life. That's why it says: Christ is the head of the man. He better be listening to God, so he's going in 
the right direction; not causing the one who's following his leadership, to feel grieved, burdened and oppressed.  

Headship - let me just describe it. Headship is a position of authority. Men, God has given you a position of authority. 
You need to learn how to exercise it, and you can stop demon attacks on your whole family. Secondly, headship is a 
position of responsibility. Men, because you are the head, you have a greater responsibility in the home, than your 
wife. You better not neglect it, because God requires more of those, to whom much has been  given. When the day 
comes to sort it all out, God will look to the man, He says: because you're in charge, the buck stops with you. If it ain't 
going well, you're the one I want to talk to.  

If something's going wrong in a business, you don't go talking to  the guy on the front desk. You go to the manager. 
When a firm is not going well and gets taken over, guess who they get rid of? The manager. In a home that's not 
going right, the one who needs to take the rap, and take the ownership, is the man. He's got to be responsible. 
Headship is a position of authority. Headship is a position of responsibility. Headship is a role of leadership, in 
relationship to his wife. It's a role of leadership. There needs to be a leader. Although you work as a team in 
partnership with one another, the man is called to give leadership in the home. We have a nation without leadership, 



we have homes without leadership, we have families without leadership. It's no wonder it's in such a mess. It's 
because we have men who do not know their role, or are unwilling to stand up, and fulfil the responsibility God has 
given to you. 

That is why our nation's in such a mess. That is why there are so many people in jail, so many drug addicts, so many 
problems. It is because, the heads of the home, are not in place. The heads are not functioning like they ought to. 
Finally understand this: that headship is male; simple as that. Now what God calls us to do, is acknowledge it, and 
learn how to function in it. God calls wives to recognise the role God has called your man to; and instead of criticising 
him, uphold him and lift him up in your prayers, that God would give him the wisdom to fulfil a role, he probably feels 
inadequate, and certainly not prepared to fulfil. 

Men, your wife should not be the key prayer in the family. You are called to be. How could Christ be your head? How 
could you say that He is head, the leader, the ruler over you; and you don't even talk to Him, and listen to any 
instruction? How unsafe it is, for all of those under you. Now you don't need to have a dramatic prayer life, or you 
don't need to actually have some great spiritual thing. You can be a very practical person who has a regular prayer 
life, and God will give you wisdom. In fact what I've discovered, God so honours this principle of headship, even an 
unsaved man will be given by God, wisdom for his family to protect them. Now we'll touch on that a little bit later. 
There's situations where the husband is unsaved, or the husband is struggling in his own Christian life, or the 
husband is not there at all; these are difficult situations, but God will give us wisdom how to handle it.  

Next week I want to talk about headship and responsibility. I want to talk what this means to the man, what it means 
you are called to do, what it is God gave you to do; and if you don't do it, there is a hole in the spirit realm, the 
demons come through. There's a gap in the umbrella; and your family, your wife, your children and loved ones, all are 
subject to difficulties and pressure. Friends, God wants us to accept this order, and come into harmony with it. Why 
don't we just bow our heads right now. I don't want you to be condemned, or feel guilty. If you're reacting to what I'm 
saying, there's some hurt, there's some unresolved concepts in your mind, that need to be worked out. I encourage 
you to stay open. 

Father, I pray that every man in this place; and every person, every male, that hears the tapes of this message, will 
be challenged to come before You and fulfil the responsibilities you've given us; that we might sense in our heart our 
fulfilment as a man, by being exactly what You wanted us to be. I pray for every man here, that you'll help us break 
out of the intimidation, of feeling inadequate, and the resistance to assuming responsibility; and that men in this 
church will arise and stand up, and be all the leaders that You've called us to be.  

Father, I pray for every woman in this place, particularly those who have suffered hurt, and heartache, and pain, 
because of abuse and neglect, and abandonment by a self-centred husband. I pray that they will arise, they will 
obtain Your grace to break out of those limiting hurts and wounds; and that Lord, You will bring them to recognise 
Your order in the home; that they would stand up and support Your order, and Lord, find the freedom and security 
that they've never known, that comes out of being in the order God called us to be. 

Father, I just pray for any person here today, that has never come to know Jesus Christ; that Lord today You put it in 
their heart, I want to become a Christian. Everyone said: [Amen.] Amen. If you've brought someone with you today 
that doesn't know Jesus, talk with them quietly and ask them if they'd like to know the Lord; invite them to come up 
and I'll talk with them, and share with them, and pray with them, to become a Christian.  

May the Lord bless you. I encourage you to think about and meditate on what I've shared. I'll give you some more 
next week and the week after. Let's get our thinking around what God wants us to be. If you're a single person this 
will help you. Single people, let me just say this, before I finish. Today the trend is for single people to leave home. 
When you leave home, you come out from under authority, and you're in a very vulnerable position and place. I have 
many young people come to me, and they're: oh, I believe so and so is the right person for me. I think this is just the 
most wonderful man, wonderful person, whatever. I ask one question, and you see all the stars go out: what does 
your father think of this relationship? You'd be amazed how many don't want to talk about it; and that tells me 
immediately, they're out of the order, and the blessing, and the protection that God could give them. We need to talk 
into these areas. We need to understand, there is a hostile spirit world, committed to destroying you; and God has 
provided roles and functions and connections. We find our place in those. When we play our part in them there is an 
immense security, and protection from demonic attack, comes. 

I believe that God going to; whether you're single, whether you're a parent, whether you're a solo parent; God is going 
to challenge you over these next few weeks. Be open to it, and let God re -order your ways. These are some of the 



most important concepts you could ever learn in your life. When you understand authority; and begin instead of 
reacting, rebelling and fearing it, find your place in it; you will exercise great authority over demon powers. You will 
see the power of God released around your life, in a way you've never known before; and you'll find the security 
inside, and a confidence: God will help me through every situation. Who wants that kind of thing to happen in their 
life? 

Summary Notes 
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HEADSHIP IS MALE 
 

1. DO YOU HAVE EARS TO HEAR? 
· Mk.4:23-24 If any man has ears to hear … more shall be given. 

· The Word of God is like a seed - it grows within and has power to change your life.  
· You must receive and respond (yield) to the Word of God for it to benefit you. 

· There is much confusion and emotion about issues of authority, government, submission. 
· God‟s Word sets out clearly the principles of authority and how we are to respond to it. 

· Rejection of truth is not always open - often it is a quiet resistance and holding your own thoughts. 
· Clinging to your own thoughts that resist God‟s truth make you unable to hear. 

· You must overcome the tendency to reject what you don‟t want to hear.  
· When you accept, embrace and agree to act on God‟s Word - the power of God is released. 

 
2. THE MAN IS THE HEAD OF THE WOMAN 

· 1 Cor. 11:3 The head of every man is Christ - the head of the woman is the man. 
· Eph. 5:23 The husband is the head of the wife - as Christ is the head of the church. 

· Questions arise: What is headship? How is this applied? What about …? 
 

a) The Problem Of Extreme 
· There are two equal but opposite extremes or errors related to this verse: 

i) Domination and oppression of women. 
ii) Denying or opposing the truth of headship. 

· Prayer understanding and applying this truth releases God‟s power and blessing. 
 

b) God is a God of Order 
· Col. 1:16 - 18 …visible and invisible… 

· God has constructed the universe to operate according to laws and principles. 
· God upholds or sustains these laws with His power.  

· The natural world operates according to laws and principles e.g. gravity, sowing and reaping.  
· The Spirit world operates according to laws and principles. 

· God has set authority structures in place in the natural world and in the spirit world. 
· All spirit beings (angels and demons) are required to recognise these structures.  

 
c) Authority originates from God  

Ro. 13:1-2 Let every soul be subject to the higher powers, there is no power but of God, the powers that be are ordered by God. 
· Power = exousia = legal or lawful right to act, delegated right to act. 

· Higher = one positioned above another or at a higher level. 
· The source of authority is God himself.  

· God has established four distinct authority structures in the earth. All exist by God‟s design to fulfill a purpose He has planned. 
i) Government (1Pet. 2:13-14) - this includes various levels of local authority. 

ii) The Church (Heb. 13:17) - This includes leadership and various ministries. 
iii) The Family (1 Cor. 11:3) - this involves authority of both husband and wife.  

iv) The Individual (Ro. 14:12) - this includes various gifts and talents entrusted.  
· Each of these authority structures have clear God given responsibilities. 

· They also have boundaries or limits beyond which they have no authority to act. 
· Each of these authority structures is recognised in the spirit realm and upheld by God. 

· The violation of one authority or the boundaries of another unleashes evil spiritual forces.  
 

Note: The word of God states our responsibilities in relating to authority: 
i) “ Every Soul” - God‟s laws of authority apply to every individual. 

ii) “Subject” - 5293 = Hupotasso = subordinate; arrange and position self underneath i.e. we are responsible to recognise and position ourselves into right 
relationship and attitude. 

iii) “Whoever resists” = 498 = Antitassomau = to arrange and position onesel f against.  
§ Whenever a person positions themselves to resist or oppose God‟s ordered authority they are resisting what God has set in place and are resisting God 

himself.  
§ God requires that we position ourselves with right attitude to this authority whether it is directed or delegat ed. 

§ Authorities themselves are accountable to God directly.  
 

d) Headship is a Role Relationship 
1Cor 11:3 “Christ is the head of the man, the man is the head of the woman” 

§ The Bible simply states the relationships that exist e.g. The sky is blue. 

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53152016/html/2000/HEADSHIP%20IS%20MALE.htm#notes


§ The Bible does not tell us to force this relationship into being – it reports the fact. 
§ God has established the order or role of the man in relationship to the woman. 

§ The order is unbreakable – either flow with it or rebel against it. 
§ The man does not have to try to become the head (results in a mess!) 

§ The man is the head of the woman i.e. he has a role in the relationship. 
§ Gods plan is for the woman‟s work and home management to be bought into line and harmony with the direction and course the husband is going (“ help 

meet”) 
 

 
e) Headship is Part of Gods Design in Creation 

 
1Cor 11:7 – 10 

 
i) Wrong concepts 

· Women are inferior (male chauvinism) - godly women extremely capable (Prov. 31). 
· Women are less spiritually gifted - men and women both gifted (Gal. 3:28). 

· Women are less valuable - each person is of equal value.  
· Society male dominated in the bible - this is not the reason for headship. 

 
ii) God created “ Headship is Male” 1 Cor. 11:7-10 

· Man is the head because God created it that way in the beginning. 
· God gave man clear responsibilities and authority in relation to his wife and family.  

· Greater authority - greater responsibilities - greater accountability. 
· The spirit realm recognises the authority structures God has set in place. 

 
iii) What Headship is: 

· It is a position of spiritual authority. 
· It is a position of responsibility 

· It is a role of leadership in relationship. 
· It is a manifestation of the headship of Christ.  

 
Response: Recognise and embrace.  

 

 

Headship and Responsibility (2 of 5) 
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God has set spiritual laws and natural laws in place - we can't shift them, they are upheld by His power. Our only 
response is to recognize them and align ourselves with them to flow under His blessing, or resist. Resisting the laws 
of God (even in ignorance) opens a legal doorway for demonic spirits to gain access to our lives and bring 
destruction. This teaching will help you become aware of your positioning and help you move forward. 

Romans 13: Let every soul be subject to the hard delegated authorities, for there is no authority but of God, He's the 
source of it. The powers that be, or the authorities that God has set in place, they are ordered or set in place by God; 
so whoever resists the authority, resists what God has ordered; and those who resist, receive for themselves His 
judgement. For rulers, or those in authority, are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Are you afraid of authority? Do 
what is good, and you'll have the praise of the same; for he is the minister of God to you, for good. But if you do that 
which is evil, you have every reason to be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain; he is the minister of God, to 
bring and to execute God's judgement upon all that do evil.  

Father, I'm asking that you'd bring divine order into homes and families, particularly today that you'd open our hearts 
to understanding of Your government, Your order; and You'd cause a willingness to come into  our hearts to respond 
to it, in Jesus' name. Everyone said [Amen.] Amen. 

Let every soul be subject to higher powers. The Bible makes it very clear, that every one of us has a choice, how we 
will respond to authority. The Bible tells us that the powers that be, whatever that means, are ordained or set or 
ordered by God. Now everyone loves to come to God like a great Santa Claus, and to receive blessing from Him; but 
God wants us to actually understand that He has set things in order in the spirit world, tha t operates by principle. The 
natural world operates by principles and laws, and God upholds what He has set in place. He's created an order in it 
all, and so the Bible tells us this. It says that the powers that be, or authorities - that word there is a lawful authority, or 
someone who has been delegated a legal right to exert power or influence. The Bible tells us, that wherever we go in 
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life, we will encounter authority. We encounter it in the physical realm and the natural laws. You cannot change those 
laws, you just accept that they're there and work with them. 

If you are driving a car fast, and you slam on the brakes, everything unattached will fly forward. You can't stop that. 
You just understand it happens. It's called the law of inertia. It's a law, God set it in place. If you step off that decking 
there, what will happen is, you'll fall down - the law of gravity operates. So in the spirit world, there are laws as well; 
and the Bible tells us that God has set some things in order. He says there are some authorities that God has 
established. An authority is someone with a lawful right to act, because they're given responsibility. Authority and 
responsibility always go hand in hand, so when God gives someone responsibility, He says: you've got the right to 
act. If it's not your responsibility, you've got no right to act. If that's your house, you've got the authority to change the 
colour of it; if it's not your house, you've got to leave it alone, you can't go painting. It's as simple as that. If that's your 
car, you've got the authority to  run it the way you like. If that's not your car, you keep your hands off it and leave it, it 's 
not your right to do that. 

So wherever you have responsibility, authority is closely attached. Authority is the legal, or la wful, right to be able to 
act, or exert power, or to run something. So the Bible tells us there are higher authorities. There are some that are 
different levels, they have a greater level of responsibility. You have lesser responsibility, lesser authority;  greater 
responsibility, greater authority; and the Bible tells us where the source of that is. The source of it is God, and it tells 
us how we are to respond, whenever we encounter this. You're going to encounter it everywhere you go in life. You 
go out on the roads, you'll encounter authority. You go into the tax department, you'll encounter authority. You get 
your rates demand, you're encountering authority. It may not all be good in the way it's done, or run, or we may 
disagree with how it operates, however the Bible says we're going to encounter it, and it's there to bring order into 
society. We found when we looked last week, there were four authority structures God has set up, that affect us 
directly. One is the authority of government. Government is given certain responsibilities, given certain authority. If it 
goes beyond its responsibilities, it becomes oppressive. 

We found also that God has set up the church. The church is given certain responsibilities, concerning the salvation 
of souls, and exerting influence in the spirit dimension, and touching the hearts and lives of people; so God gives us 
authority to do that job. The church is the only body of people that has authority over demons. Church is the only 
body of people that can deal with spiritual forces and influences. The Bible tells us also that there is set up the family. 
In the family there is a divine order, which we're looking at in this part of the series we're doing, and we found that in 
the family there is a certain authority structure that God has set in place, all related to the responsibilities. Then finally 
there is the individual; you have responsibility for your life. You can choose to spend a life serving God, you can 
choose to spend a life serving the devil, you can choose to spend a life serving yourself. You have authority to do 
that. 

God has given you responsibility for your life, therefore you have authority for your life as well. You can choose what 
you do with it. You can misuse your life, you can use it well. You can invest your life so it serves God; you can invest 
your life so you cause great havoc to the cause of godliness in the earth. You choose. You have authority because 
you have responsibility - but everyone gives account one day, everyone, no exceptions. Romans 14 tells us: every 
one of us, no one excepted, will one day give account of their life, and what they did, before the source of that 
authority. So if you've been given a lot of authority, you'll be required to give more account. If you have less, then 
you'll have less to give account for. It just works quite simply and quite straight forward. Now the Bible tells us: let 
every soul; turn to someone and say: that means you, talking about you right now. Let every soul be subject to the 
higher power; and then it says: for whoever resists the authority, resists what God has set in place. 

Now you have two choices whenever you face an authority. You have a choice of resisting, or a choice of subjecting 
yourself, it's as simple as that. So we've got the first one, resis ting. Whoever resists - that word is an interesting word 
in the original language. It means like this: it means to put yourself in a position, where you are opposed to, or 
against, that authority. So it says: if you put yourself in a position, where you are opposed to, or resisting, or standing 
against, what God has set in place - you are opposing God, simple as that. Whoever resists the authority, resists 
what God has set in place. Now of course, some authorities misuse and abuse their authority. You have to confront 
them. Sometimes you have to withdraw from them, for your own safety. There are situations, and the Bible says that. 
Jesus said: if they persecute you, flee to another city; so you don't have to stay. When you're being persecuted, you 
can get out of it. Not only that, sometimes we need to set a strong boundary where there's oppressive leadership, in 
order that we can be saved, or safe, from being hurt or wounded in some kind of way.  

So we have to understand that God has got some safeguards around this area, but remember we're just trying to find 
what the principle is, before we go looking at all the exceptions, and the misuses. So those who resist the authority 
find themselves fighting against God; now why is it that people resist? Basically, it's  one of usually three reasons: 



one, they're ignorant of what God has set in place, and because we're ignorant, we just fight against it. As soon as we 
use the word authority or submission, people have got great emotions rise up. Most people have very negat ive 
emotions. They have negative feelings, because they've never understood God's proper use of authority, how it 
works for protection and blessing and good; and the experiences they've had with people with authority, have been 
very negative and painful and hurtful. So whenever the word authority comes up, then we have negative feelings 
about this. Whenever the word submission comes up, we have negative feelings about that; and we're going to try 
and take away some of those things during this session, to help you understand that authority, rightly used, is for your 
blessing, benefit and to build you up, never to destroy you. That's how God has designed it. 

God's power is used to uphold things for our benefit, not to hurt us. All good things come from God. Th e Bible says 
you meet a person in authority, they are God's minister, on His behalf, for your good, not for your evil. So when God 
has a thinking, or He's thinking about authority, He's thinking about how He can have order, and release blessings 
upon people; and we'll see that rightfully used, any person who carries responsibility and has authority has ability to 
release blessing into that area he's responsible for, if he knows what to do, and how to do it. Men have a unique 
capacity to release the power and blessing of God into their marriages and family. They also have a unique ability to 
destroy and mess it up, so one reason that people resist God's authority, or resist God's ordering, is because of 
ignorance. If we don't know what God expects, then we wi ll find ourselves standing against Him in some kind of way. 
Now you can be a Christian, you can pray to God, and still never experience the blessing of God in your life, because 
you actually, inside yourself, are resisting and fighting against the order of God. 

So for example, now I'm not going to go here too far, but I just want to throw something out. When we think of giving, 
most people's concept, immediately, is one of resistance. They think someone's trying to take money away - there it 
is, the church is trying to get my money. But that's not the concept at all. You see the Bible teaches that we sow, and 
then we reap; so when you give, or sow, in faith, you are positioning yourself in harmony with God's purpose, so the 
blessing of God can be released. When you give reluctantly, or don't give at all, you're positioning yourself against 
God's way of blessing you, simple as that; then you can complain all you like, how come they're blessed and I'm not 
blessed? You've got to position yourself, so you can flow with the release of God's power. Whenever a person 
positions themself in harmony with God's order, they find the power of God will uphold them, and bring blessing and 
benefit far beyond what they could achieve themselves. That's why we want to get in the  place where you get 
blessed. 

The second reason people resist the order of God, is just by neglect. The person just fails to do what they know to do. 
This is one of the most common problems that is faced in marriages, and in families ,and throughout society - people 
neglect the responsibility. Today the cry is: what rights and privileges; everyone wants their rights, kiddie's rights, 
women's rights, this rights, that's rights, but the Bible speaks about responsibilities before it speaks about rights and 
privileges. Rights and privileges go with responsibilities. When you are responsible - every parent knows this - this is 
the big beef they have with their teenagers. As you show more responsibility, you get more privilege, you know that 
they go together. If you are irresponsible, you lose your privileges. This is how life works. Even life itself teaches you 
that principle, for example when a child is born, they have no responsibility for feeding themselves, for cleaning 
themselves, for anything. They have no privileges either. They just are there, are someone's looking after them. 

As they grew they learn to feed themselves. As they become more adult - adult means taking on more responsibility, 
they get more privileges. But if, as an adult, you break the law and lack responsibility, you lose your privileges, you're 
in a room, you're locked up, you can't even say when the light goes off. You lose all your privileges. Privileges and 
responsibility go hand in hand, so one of the reasons that people find themselves resisting, or positioning against, 
God, is by neglect. This is the most common one in our society today and the third is basically our thinking's wrong, 
we don't think the right way about God's order. We've got our own thoughts, thank you very much, and we' ll follow 
with what we're used to. We find ourselves in our thinking resisting God. I want to just turn that around, and we want 
to begin to find ourselves positioning ourselves, so we can come into blessing with God. It's so hard to make it all 
work without God's blessing. God wants to bring favour, blessing, help, grace, make it easy; so you put a little in, and 
get a heap out. 

The Bible says: unless the Lord builds the house, they labour in vain; you put a lot of sweat in, you don't get much 
result. How many know that's hard yakka, when you put a lot of work in, and get little results? It's true, so God wants 
us to flow in the principles of His blessing, and that comes firstly through relationship with Christ. When a person 
connects with Jesus Christ, receives Jesus Christ as their saviour, becomes connected and joined to God through a 
personal relationship with Christ, they are positioned where they can come to blessing. However, there is something 
else needed, and that is that we have to bring our life into harmony, or co-operation, or agreement with God, so that 
His blessing can flow. In other words, you can say all you like you're a Christian, but if you position yourself against 



what God has set in place, you're pushing water up hill. It won't work, and so you can't just pray for God to bless you, 
unless you're willing to bring your life into harmony with His way of doing things. That make sense? 

So we can choose to resist, or stand against, what God has set in place; or we can choose to submit, or subj ect, 
ourselves to that. Now let's look at that word there. Let every soul be subject to the higher powers, that's every 
Christian. You notice now, in that passage, it's not talking about men; it's talking about men and women, both, every 
person. Every one of us must learn to recognise the position that God has given to Jesus Christ, and bring ourself 
into harmony. It's your choice. You can either co-operate, and receive the blessing of God; you can position yourself 
against it, and you miss out; it's as simple as that. It's not as if God sort of is personally favouring this one, personally 
doesn't like this one. It's nothing to do with that. It's just, both people love the Lord, but those that actually bring thei r 
life into harmony with Him, find the release of blessings, it's very simple. So what does it mean to subject? The word 
to subject yourself means literally this, it's a similar kind of word to the one before. The other one was 'position 
yourself against', this one is: 'position yourself beneath'; so it says: you do it yourself. You position yourself in a place, 
where you recognise what authority God has put over you. 

Now that's a choice every person must make. The first time you ever do that, is when you recognise who Jesus Christ 
is, that He died on the cross, that He loves you, and that one day you'll give account to Him. When you subject 
yourself to the word of God, then you become born again, the power of God is released to your life. Every time you 
subject to the word, and order of God, the power of God is released. So the start point for our walk with God is 
recognising who Jesus is, and submitting to that. Now the word subject means literally this: it describes an order in a 
relationship. It does not mean that one is more superior to the other. It does not mean one is inferior to the other. It is 
actually: this is how you put it together; and it's put together like this, in order that as a team, you can accomplish a 
purpose. That's what it's about. This one subjects to the leadership and direction  of the other one, so together they 
can accomplish a great purpose. That's what 'subjecting yourself' is about. It's about team work. It's about knowing 
where you fit. It's about accepting your placement in God's purpose and structure of things, and out of being an equal 
person, you take your role; and your role is, you look to the one above you, for leadership and direction. That's how it 
works. 

So when the Bible is talking about this, it has in mind team work; and I'm going to show you the illustration of  this in a 
moment, very powerful illustration. Now to be subject, you can be obedient without being subject, but you can never 
be subject without obedience being a part of it. Why? Because I can do what you want me to do, but inside I'm 
saying: no way, no way! I'm going to go slow, reluctant resistance. If I'm subject, I actually recognise the right that you 
have to give leadership direction, and I co-operate with it. So to be subject means these kinds of things. It means to 
have respect, or to honour, or to value the role that person has in my life. It means to listen to their directions in my 
life. It means to co-operate with them, in the purpose they have, which is God's purpose for me.  

So when the Bible tells me to be 'subject' to those over me, it means I should have an attitude of respect and honour, 
because God has placed them in that role, and I'm in a lesser role, a different role, less responsibility. Two, I am to be 
open to the direction and correction in my life, because God gives them a bigger perspective than I have; and three, 
we work together to accomplish common things. That's how it works. That's God's order. Now God's order absolutely 
works wonderfully, and I'm going to give you an example of it in a moment. I want you to have a look with m e in 1 
Corinthians 11:3.  

Now these kinds of things create a lot of antagonism, to talk this way, because people either: neglect authority; abuse 
authority; or try to reason it all away. I want you just to have a look in this scripture here, in 1 Corinthia ns 11:3. I want 
you to know, that the head of every man is Christ; the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 
Now how many people are described in there? There is God, Christ, the man, and the woman. How many of them 
are given a position or a rank as being head? How many out of the four? Three. Have you noted that, three? So the 
Bible tells us: God is the head of Christ. He's talking about a whole lot of relationships here, and how God has 
ordered them so that it works. The one at the top is God, the Father; and He says: He is the head of Christ, Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. Now is Jesus Christ any less of a person, or any less value, than the father? No. The Bible 
says: these three are one. They're equal in value. They work and flow as a team. 

However, Jesus Christ submits Himself to the Father's purpose. He said: the man, Christ is the head of the man. Now 
the only way that Christ can be the head of the man, is if the man acknowledges it, and it begins to outwork; so a 
person who comes to Christ, acknowledges Christ is my source of life, He is the one who gives direction, He is the 
one who has rightful authority over my life; he submits to that, and it becomes effective in his life. Finally, it says: the 
man is the head of the woman.  



I want you to see, this is actually an order in relationships. Now I want to just show you how well it works, because it 
describes who has the leadership role, and who has the follower-ship role. Now I want to ask you this question, 
before we look at this, and you'll see how wonderfully God has intended that this works; and how it only works if we 
actually submit ourselves to the Lord, and allow His spirit to fill us. I want to show you how it works. Let me ask you 
this question first of all: Who is the one man, that was born into this world, that has been honoured by God, above 
every other man or person ever born? Who was that person? Jesus Christ. You know that. The Bible says: He has 
been exalted, or lifted up, and given the name above every other name, far above every principality and power; that 
at the name of Jesus Christ - everyone shall bow, everyone acknowledge Him. Now is that a high place or what! Is 
that about as high as you can get or what? How did He get there? How did He get there? You see, when He came 
out of heaven, He left it all behind. He left all His authority, all His power, all His glory, all His majesty, all His influ ence 
behind, and He left it, and He was just born like a helpless baby in the earth. 

Now here's how headship and followership works as far as God has designed it. God's heart, and God's desire, and 
God's plan, is that Jesus should be raised up, and have a higher place of honour, and value, and esteem, and share 
in the rulership over all that God has created. That's His plan. That's His desire, and Jesus submitted to that. The 
Bible says, of Jesus: I am the Father of One, I'm One, We're One, I'm One with His purpose. I never get out of 
agreement with Him. The second thing He says: I've got no independent agendas. Whatever the Father shows to Me, 
He wants Me to do, I do it. In  Jesus' life on the earth, there was a total oneness of relationship; and out of that, a  total 
co-operation with the Father. He said: I don't ever start anything off My own back, just like in a marriage rel ationship, 
husband and wife, I'm submitted to whatever the Father's purpose is. The Bible says that's how God has ordered it.  

Now, Jesus became obedient or submitted Himself to the Father's plan; having a trust and confidence that God, the 
Father, had the very best plan for Him. When He did, when He co-operated, and laid His life down in service, loving 
service, God has lifted Him up and given Him a higher place. It was always part of the plan of God, that Jesus would 
be elevated to the highest place. He just called on Him, to submit to His way of getting there. Now He had two 
choices of how to get there. The devil offered Him the other choice: you fall down and worship me, I'll get You there 
right away. You can exalt Yourself. You can compromise. You can just go Your own way. You can either lift yourself 
up, or let God lift you up; but let God lift you up, it'll take you to the cross. You don't want that, that's painful. It doesn't 
sound very nice does it? It might be a bit of inconvenience and pain there, but if you just lift yourself up - that's the 
devil's talk. You lift yourself up. You get ahead, you go for it, you go for it, look after number one! No one else will look 
after your life. That's all the devil's talk. 

God says: no, if you co-operate with Me, I'll lift you up. You can either lift yourself up, or let God lift you up. Jesus let 
God lift Him up. You can't get a higher place than He is now. So what did Jesus have in His heart? Well, He had in 
His heart, the church. He had in His heart, a body of people; and what was in His heart, was that He would lift the 
church up, and that by the church, to all the principalities or powers, we may know in the wisdom of God. His heart 
was to lift the church up, and bring it into a place where one day it would rule over all that He had. It would share in 
governing over all that He had. His plan for you and for me is that we be lifted up and exalted to a place of rulership, 
stewardship over everything He's created, to the point where even the angels are subject to us. How about that? How 
do we get there? That's the problem. You either lift yourself up, trying to get there; or you submit to God's way, and 
He'll lift you up. God's way always means that you recognise the headship of Jesus Christ, and you flow in harmon y 
with His order in life, and you lay your life down to serve Him, and He lifts you up. That's how it works. 

Now what did God have in mind for marriage? Well He had a marriage, and what He had in mind in marriage, and the 
way it would work, was this: exactly the same as the relationship between the Father and His Son, exactly the 
relationship between Jesus and the church. In fact the Bible says, that the way Jesus loved the church, husbands 
should love their wives. In fact it says: marriage is like Jesus and the church, in what way? Well this is the way; Jesus 
had in mind that the church, He would lift it up, elevated it up. He would love the church. He would serve. He would 
pour out His life. He would fulfil the will of the Father. He would accomplish all the purpose of the Father, and lift the 
church right up beside Him, into a place of great honour, great esteem, great glory, great value. The church, in turn, 
submits to Him; and allows Him to lift us up. 

Now what He had in marriage in mind was this: that the husband, being the head of his wife, would love her, and 
would invest his life in her sacrificially as Jesus did for the church; that he would have in mind she would be lifted up, 
she would be esteemed, she would be valuable, she would come up right bes ide him in a place of great honour, 
alongside him, sharing all that he had, a partner that he had; brought up into that place because of his love, and his 
giving of himself to her. Her part, well she needs to recognise her role: that he is the leader, and co-operate, and not 
run an independent lifestyle; to flow with him in accepting God's purpose, a help made for him. That's how God's 
intended it. Of course you can understand, when you look at how God intended it, how much we've messed it up. It's 
been badly messed up, because people haven't understood. People have either - men have either neglected their 



leadership, or abused it; but Christ is the model and example. You follow Him, you see how to lead. Men are called to 
lead, look what the Bible tells us here. The man is the head of the woman. It makes it very, very clear. 

Why is the man the head of the woman? Well God created it to be that way, it's an order. Is he more important? No, 
he's not more important. Is he more gifted? No, he's probably less gifted in some areas; but in the area of being the 
head, or the leader of the home, God has uniquely called him to be that. Did you realise that, that when a father 
comes down the aisle with his daughter, that it symbolises that he is the covering, the authority, the protector of her. 
Now he hands he,r or gives her hand - who gives this woman in marriage? I give her hand in marriage. What is the 
father doing? The father is giving his authority, his role, his positioning that God gave him over his daughter, over to 
another man. What does that other man do? He takes the hand in marriage. Why is he taking the hand in marriage? 
He's assuming responsibility to be the leader, God's head over a completely new unit; so God says: you've got to 
leave your home, and you cleave to your wife, and you love her, and you lead her as Christ loved, and has given 
leadership to the church. 

That's God's plan, and that's the symbolism that's involved, in the father coming down the aisle with his daughter; 
symbolising that she's still under covering, still under his protection, still under his headship and authority. And he's 
handing over the daughter, indicates he approves of that man. He gives this relationship his blessing, and now 
releases his daughter to come under the headship of some other person. Believe me, you need to choose the right 
one, if you're going to submit to someone else's leadership. It's got nothing to do with feelings. People mistake the 
feeling of being bonded together. God has put a law in place, that when two people open their hearts, and share 
intimately with one another, or sexually with one another, that their hearts bond. The feeling of bonding has got 
nothing to do with whether that's the right one. People make that mistake, young people make that mistake, over and 
over and over again. Young women, if you are going to marry some man, hold yourself back, and make him earn the 
right to lead you; and if he won't earn the right to lead you, by loving you, and looking after you, and honouring you, 
before you ever get to marry him, it certainly won't do it afterwards, absolutely certain. Don't cheapen yourself. Don't 
sell yourself cheap, because you want to feel good, or because there's a vacancy, or a lack in your life, because of 
something in the home. Never do that. Find healing and wholeness in Christ, so you can stand up and be a whole 
person, and let that man prove he's got the gumption in him to be a leader; because I'll tell you something, you will 
regret it, all the rest of your life. You'll be working hard, trying to change him to be something you hoped he would be, 
and end up even more frustrated and hurt. You can't do that, so wait. If the guy hasn't proven he's got it before you 
get married, don't marry him. 

You know one of the people that would be the key person to ask what he thinks? That would be your dad. If he 
doesn't like the guy, there's something wrong. You better liste,n because that's the person God has appointed, as 
head over you, to give protection to you, spiritual discernment over the whole deal; and if he's very, very unhappy 
with this, there's probably very good reasons. You've got a good reason to have a double think about what you're 
doing. It's such a mockery of this whole thing, when a man brings his daughter down, she's been livin g out of home, 
and living in a relationship with someone else. To go through this whole - it's hypocrisy. This is not what marriage is 
about at all. It's about God's plan to bring people into committed covenant relationship, and into divine order; where 
the husband is the head, and loves her, and he leads her. If a man can't lead you morally before you're married, 
believe me, he won't lead you morally after you're married either - unless he comes to a great heart change. Ooh, 
getting all quiet now. This is true, this is how it is. 

Because we don't understand God's way in this matter; men, if you're a man who doesn't know how to love a woman, 
and lead properly, then you're just failing as a man. You want to be a good man, want to stand up and be proud of 
who you are, and others proud of who you are? Then be a Christ-like man, submit to Christ, begin to get a holy, clean 
life; instead of using women, learn how to love them, and to lead them well. You will be a great candidate to be a 
husband. Ooh, you've all got so quiet. [Laughs] We're biting into the bone now aren't we? Okay then, now let's get to 
it here. It says: I would have you know, the head of every man is Christ, every man needs to get a relationship going 
with God. If you're a man here today, and you don't have a relationship with Jesus Christ, I want to give you a 
chance, at the end of this meeting to do it - it'd be the best thing you could do to get your life right. He's the greatest 
lover. He can change a hard heart, He can melt your heart, He can heal your heart. Not only that, He's the only one 
who can help you do a good job of what you're called to do. 

Now this is what the Bible says. It says: the man is the head of the woman. Now I want to share with you three 
problems that come related to this. No man can be an effective leader until he settles these issues in his heart. Men, 
you'll never lead your home, unless you get this really settled in your heart: number one, God has designed you to be 
the leader. Two, He has appointed you, to be the leader; so you better agree with Him, that's His order. If you don't 
accept He made you up - a man has been created by God. He has certain things in his make up, that actually equip 
him to be the leader in the home. He has things in his make up, that are different to the woman, that enable him to 



carry the weight. That's why so often, you know, she might be having some trouble with the kids, he comes out, one 
word from dad [growl] [Laughter] 

So there's an authority. God has given something, if the man knows, understands; if you're a man, I have been 
ordained, or appointed by God, to be the leader of the home. Not only that, He's got something in me, to enable me 
to do it. Even if I haven't realised it yet, it's in there, I can do it. I can do it! I can do this job ! God would never ask me 
to do something, unless He enabled me to do it; therefore, something in my make up will embrace this job. When I've 
embraced it, I'll feel I'm being fulfilled as a man. It's true. Any man who actually neglects his responsibility as  the 
leader of the home, feels bad about himself. You get a man who fails to lead his home, he'll always have low esteem 
problems; and all the prayer ministry in the world will never fix it up. You've got to stand up on your feet: I'm a man, 
I'm called to lead, take the responsibility into your heart. Then begin to find out ways to love and to serve, learn how 
to do it. So God's power is released, only when you assume the responsibility; so if you're going to make a mark in 
the home, you actually have to own the responsibility. 

Who does the buck stop with, for the spiritual life in the home? Come on now, don't think because your wife's such a 
great prayer, and spends hours in prayers, that it stops with her. It stops with you! It stops with you! You are 
responsible for the home, you're responsible for the marriage. You have to understand that, no matter what anyone 
tells you, or anyone says; when you get to heaven, if you've been a married man, He will ask you not only about your 
personal life, He'll ask you what you did about your marriage and family. You will give account, so if I assume 
responsibility, it's at the point of assuming responsibility, power begins to flow. Until you own the responsibility, until 
you carry a sense - most men go out, do their thing, they think their wife will run all the home. Friend, that is wrong. 
You've actually got to own responsibility for the thing. Once you've taken on that, you'll find that in your heart, the 
power of God will start to arise. You'll feel a surge, something begins to change inside, you when you take ownership 
of responsibility. 

Now God will hold every man to account, believe me. Who does God hold to blame, for the entrance of sin into the 
world? It wasn't Eve. It was the man! Why did God hold Adam responsible? Because when you read in Genesis, 
Chapter 3, that the serpent gave the fruit to Eve, Adam being with her. What on earth was he doing, letting the devil 
talk to his wife? What on earth was he doing, saying nothing, while the devil proposes all this great scheme for her to 
get ahead, self promotion scheme? He was doing what a lot of men do - ooh, nothing! [Laughter] It's true. He was 
silent. When he should have spoken up, he was silent. When he should have protected, he was silent. When he 
should have actually confronted the devil, he was silent. The silence of Adam, caused sin to enter the world; and the 
silence of men today, causes sin to enter marriages and families, and destroy them. Men must stand up on the 
inside. There's no government can heal our nation, only God can do it, as men arise, and take their rightful place. We 
have to understand that, it's crucial. 

So God held Adam responsible for the entrance of sin into the world. Now one of the reasons that we see overall, that 
God talks about male/female roles, is for this reason. It's the most common thing in the world for men to just avoid 
their responsibilities for leadership in the home; and two, it produces tremendous harm and damage in the home, 
when the man is not the spiritual and proper leader of his home. It produces weights on the wife. It produces 
problems with the children. All kinds of things come into the home. The woman gets subject to spiritual attack, that 
the husband is capable of dealing with, but is refusing to. I want to show men how to deal with that. A man can stand 
in a place of prayer, and protect his wife and children from immense amounts of demonic attack; but he's got to own 
responsibility, and position himself in prayer in the role God gave him. When he does, literally a shel ter comes over 
the family. 

I believe that the reason we've got so many break downs in families, are men who have lost understanding of what 
their role is, and what they're called to do and to be in their family. Because they've lost understanding of it. Th is has 
been about 30 years of reaping what's been coming into our education system. I can remember when I went to 
Teachers College, they ruined me for teaching for quite some time, until I got godly principles into my life; because 
educational philosophers  had taken humanism, and were pouring it into the Teachers College and it's education 
institute, through a guy by the name of Drury. All of this teaching came in, and it literally removed absolutes, and 
replaced them with relatives, until there were no standards left. Today, basically the common thinking - I won't go 
down this line too far: if it feels right, then it's true. There's no connection between truth, reality, and what people feel  
any more. If they don't feel like it, they feel bad about it, then there must be something wrong with it; so men must 
take responsibility to lead. 

Let me tell you what'll happen, two things that'll happen, when a man stands up to lead. When a man actually 
understands, God has called him to be a leader, and stands up and is willing to embrace the responsibility, there'll be 
two things I guarantee will happen: one, the power of God will start to flow to his life, to help him; but it starts with 



ownership of responsibility, and that means if you've failed, you've got to own the failures as well. If your marriage 
and family are in a mess, you'd better own that as well; because my experience has been, that whenever a business 
goes wrong, you don't look for the clerk in the front desk. You go to the boss, and say: what's gone wrong? You're 
responsible. That's how it works. Something wrong in the family - men, better have a good reason why you're not 
doing what you need to be doing. I don't think God will listen to too many excuses though. It's time for men to stand 
up, and take that ownership and responsibility, and learn how to lead with love, their family. 

Now you can't just suddenly stand up, and start to go bossing everyone around. That'd be the wrong thing to do. 
That'll create more problems. You can't swing from one side, doing nothing; to the other side, doing a lot. You've 
actually got to first of all take a sense of ownership, and come to a place of repentance, where you've neglected or 
failed or let the family down. To be the head of the family, means to take responsibility for the marriage, and the 
family. You take responsibility. You take responsibility, and if you fail to take responsibility, you've failed to fulfil God 's 
role, and there's a problem in your home because of it. Now you could have all the excuses under the  sun, but God 
will not listen to any of them. Adam - hey you did this. Hey, don't look at me, it's my wife. [Laughter] God didn't listen 
to any of that. The Bible records: by one man, sin entered the world. When we look at your family, it'll be recorded by 
you, the man, sin entered the family. Won't be able to blame your wife, won't be able to blame the kids. You're 
responsible, because you're in charge. 

Now we start to take ownership and responsibility, the first thing that happens, is the power of God comes to us. 
Immediately a man takes responsibility, the power of God will come to his help, what to do? To give him ideas. It's 
God working in you, to will and to do what He wants. He'll give you ideas, He'll give you insight, He'll give you 
wisdom. He'll give you perspective, He'll give you ideas, He'll give you ability to make decisions, in consultation with 
your wife - add that bit in there, just in case you think it's all a one man thing. [Laughter] We'll talk about the 
partnership later on. The second thing that'll happen is, you'll find intense pressure and resistance come from the 
spirit world. Everything, every devil, will try and stop you taking your place in God's order; because you can say: 
Jesus is Lord over your family until the cows come home. A parrot could say it, and it'd have about as much effect. 

At the end of the day, Jesus becomes Lord of your family, when you take your position as head of the woman. That's 
when the lordship of Jesus becomes established, when you submit to Christ, and you take your rightful place of 
assuming responsibility. Once you embrace responsibility in your heart, and you begin to pray, you begin to walk out 
those responsibilities, God's power comes into the whole deal, the whole deal. You can change people, without even 
having to do too much, once the power of God is flowing on your behalf; but to do that, you've got to stand up. Every 
devil in hell, will stop men standing up. Every demon of witchcraft - as we'll see a little bit later - will come and try and 
stop a man standing up and praying regularly, consistently for his wife and children, standing up and taking 
responsibility of the home. The devils will come, they'll try and push on you, to make you feel inadequate, as though 
you've got no ideas, you're useless, you're hopeless. They'll push everything against you; but friend, if a man will 
stand up and hold the position God has given him - you've got to understand this, that spiritual warfare is about 
getting you out of two places: one, out of your relationship wi th Christ; and two, out of the position God called you to 
be. 

The battle is to just stand up, and believe what God says, and to embrace that call, that responsibility to give 
leadership to your home - not to lord it over them, but to lead them, as Christ led. He loved. You know, He washed 
the disciple's feet. Perhaps some of the men, it'd be a good idea if you went home and offered to wash your wife's 
feet. [Laughter] Be a change of attitude, of sitting there and waiting for her to come round and wait on yo u. A lot of 
men come home, they expect their wives to wait on them. God says: you're the leader, you're the servant leader; so 
you not only give direction, you learn to serve. You pick up some of the responsibilities. You help around the place. 
You get involved, you don't just: well I've done my bit out there, I come home, you do it all here. That's an ungodly 
thing, that comes out of culture; it's got nothing to do with the Bible. 

I can wash my disciple's feet, which is the lowest job. You can do a few low jobs around the place too. We'll talk a bit 
about how to put this into practice [laughter] - all the women are going ha ha ha! Men are sitting down in their seats - 
but you know something? Let me just finish before we get onto the other side of the coin. We'll get the flip-side of the 
coin in another session of course. [Laughter] Even though a man embraces the responsibility in his heart, the 
fulfilment of his leadership requires his wife accept him in that role, and release what she's been carrying to him . You 
can either release it wilfully, or you can go with a fight. [Laughter] I can remember the day when my wife released the 
finances to me. She came in with a cheque book, threw it down on my desk, and said: there, you do it. [Laughter] I 
said: yes I will, and I did it ever since. It was as simple as that. But you understand this, that in order to give 
leadership, you have to assume responsibility of the person who's following. That's why God says: husbands, you be 
the kind of leader a wife would easily submit to. Wives, be in submission to your husband, and don't be fearful of 
doing this, because God will help you. You don't have to change him. You don't have to manipulate. You don't have 
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