TEACHINGS
OF
MAHATMA GANDHI

EDITED BY
JAG PARVESH CHANDER
WITH A FOREWORD BY
Dr. RAJENDRA PRASAD
EX-PRESIDENT, THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

THE INDIAN PRINTING WORKS
KACHERI ROAD LAHORE
Price Rs. /<?/-/-

By the same author,
ETHICS OF FASTING
TAGORE AND GANDHI ARGUE
GANDHI AGAINST FASCISM
THE UNSEEN POWER
GITA THE MOTHER
THE GOOD LIFE
THE CONGRESS CASE

THE PENSIVE MOOD (A Collection of Poems)

COPYRIGHTS RESERVED BY THE PUBLISHERS.

Printtd and Published ty Mr, Narain Das Kumar at the
Indian Printing Works
Kaeheri Ryd, Lahore : Irt Edition, Sfpttmbir 1945.

Foreword
CURING the last forty years or more of his most?
' busy and eventful life, Mahatma Gandhi has
spoken much, and written a great deal, on a large
variety of subjects of great interest and importance to
India and to the world at large. His writings and the
reports of his speeches are enshrined in the columns
of newspapers and particularly of the weeklies which
he has conducted. It is difficult to find out his views
on a particular subject without reference to old files
which are not easily available. Only some of his
writings have been published in book form, e. g., My
Experiments with Truth and Satyagraha in South Africa.
His articles in Toung India were published in 3 volumes
by Mr. S. Ganesan. His speeches have also been
collected and published by Mr, G. Natcsan But all
these publications are out of date as they were
published several years ago. Since then a great deal more
has been written
Gandhiji is a growing personality and he has
never allowed himself to be a slave of consistency.
His latest views on any subject are therefore $f
great importance to the oublic. Thev are not easih
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available in a handy form. Sjt. Jag Parvesh Chander
has attempted to collect together his writings under
appropriate headings in a chronological order in this

book. One can at a glance get at Gandhiji's views
on a particular subject and see the development of
his thoughts on that subject as disclosed in his own
words in his writings.
The book will prove of immense help to any serious student of Gandhian literature as a book of reference. That Gandhiji covers a vast variety of subjects
is apparent from the fact that the book contains more
than 340 headings under which his writings and
speeches are divided.
The compiler has devoted much time and
labour and I hope his labours will be appreciated by
the public.
RAJENDRA PRASAD

. . * Introduction
>HEN man forsakes the sacred and ancient path
of Truth, and in the insolence of his
evanescent power desecrates all that is holy and of a
permanent value in the land, God the Merciful
and Jealous Custodian of Right sends His personal
messengers to reinstate in the human breast the
eternal and fundamental things that constitute the
greatness of Man. And these are the things that
differentiate him from the beast who only obeys the
law of the jungle. The Creator, through His inscrutable
ways, sees that man must remain a man and fulfil btfs
destined mission. The purpose that lies behind this
division between man and beast must be realized.
* ~_
; ^ These prophets, who are the pride of the age in
Which they are born, hold communion with their Master.
The divine message they interpret through their
intellect and translate it in the customary human
language for the benefit of the world. They practise in
their
own lives what they preach to others. They keep
aloft and burning the flame of Righteousness amidst
the "encircling gloom" of Greed, Selfishness and

Expediency.
The twentieth century in a way has been the
blackest chapter m the history of mankind. Violence
has been the guiding star of modern times. Exploitatipii- is "the nftt &t ticl& 6f faith of the ruling
powers,
Id thii 1 a^e^of the's^-caUM freedom, a major portion
' population is! held in abjedt slavery-.
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God wanted man to be free and live on the
basis of perfect equality. But that was not to be.
The powers that were given to man for nobler purposes
were misused. Intelligence with which man was
blessed was wholly used in a way that negatived
the ambition of God. Realising the hideous sins
that man was committing, God sent Gandhiji to warn
the misguided ; reform the wrong-doer and lead the
miscreants to the right path.
To-day the world may not admit but Gandhiji is
indisputably the latest in the glorious and glittering
line of the prophets. His life is a heritage of all the
good that his predecessors said and did. The earlier
prophets were maligned as impostcrs ; their teachings
were reviled as the odd fancies of an obsessed mind.
They were persecuted, stoned and even crucified.
Such is the tragedy of life ! Such is the reward that
mankind offers to its guides, friends and well-wishers
!
Gandhiji too has suffered much at the hands of his
cl foes."
But undaunted by physical tortures the prophets
preach the divine gospel ; unmindful of calumny they
work for the uplift of those who besmear the dew-like
purity of their lives ; unconcerned with the seeming
failure of their mission, they pursue their work with a
zeal that baffles the critic.
Posterity repents for the sins committed against
them and spontaneously enshrines their sublime teach*
ings in the imperishable Book of Life.
Look at the sufferings of Christ and look at the

popularity of the Bible ! When he was crucified, the
cross became a symbol of the fulfilment of the spirit
of
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retribution. To-day the Cross is worn next to the
heart. It serves as a reminder of his gospel. The
Cross to the Christians is as dear as the heart itself.
Not a trumpet was beaten and not a bugle was blown
to honour his selfless service. But to-day millions of
bells toll from the belfry storeys in the praise of the
Great Teacher. No dirge was sung at his funeral
procession but to-day every Sunday the jubilant air
re-echoes melodiously the soft and soothing ntusic of
the hymns sung to invoke the mercy of Christ.
To me at least, Gandhiji is as big a prophet as
Christ was, or for that matter any other prophet. It
has been my cherished wish to condense his inspired
thoughts in a handy book. No other prophet has
written or spoken so much as Gandhiji has done. The
circumstances in which he is living have forced him
to do so. The complexity of modern life demanded
his tackling the intricate problems that face mankind.
For an ordinary busy man engrossed in his daily
routine work, it is physically impossible to acquaint
himself with Gandhiji's views on a particular subject.
First, even the Toung India and the Harijan files are
not
available in the market, let alone the expense involved
in buying them. Secondly, even if one could borrow
from a friend, the difficulty of collecting his ideas
on
any subject is overwhelming. So much so that one's
enthusiasm and energy needed for the research work
will vanish by the time.
Taking these facts under consideration I took
upon myself the task of classifying Gandhiji's writings
and speeches under different heads and arrange them
alphabetically. In this book the reader has just to
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look at the Contents and then turn over to the
particular
pages and he has before him the choicest wisdotp of
Gandhiji.
I have taken utmost care to avoid repetition of
his views. The best and the most necessary quotations
and articles are given. Selection has been done with
devotion and pruning with diligence.
The book has a unique reference value and is indispensable both to his admirers and critics.
I thank Mr. K. L. Chopra, B. A., one of the
Managers of the Bharat Insurance Co. Ltd., Lahore
for helping me in editing some of the portions of this
book. Though he is an insurance man primarily,
he has an acute sense of discrimination in choosing
and placing the right passage in its fight place.
JAG PARVESH GRANDER

CONTENTS

ABUSE
ACTION
ADAPTABILITY
ADORATION
ADULTERY

17
17
18
18
18

ADVERTISE M E N T S
IMMORAL ... 19
AGITATION ... 20
ANGER ... 20
ANARCHY ... 21
ANGLO-INDIANS ... 22
ANIMALS ... 23
ANIMAL SACRIFICES 25
ART ... 25
B
BEAUTY ... 30
BEGGARY ... 30
BHANGI ... 31
BIRTH AND DEATH ... 34
BIRTHS AND R EBIRTHS ... 34
BIRTH CONTROL ... 34
BLUNT NESS ... 39
BOYCOTT OF BRITISH
. GOODS ... 39
BRAHAMACHARYA ... 40
BRAVERY ... 52
BREAD-LABOUR ... 53
BRITISH EMPIRE ... 58
BRITISH GOVERNMENT ... 59
BRITISH POLITICAL
INSTITUTIONS ... 60

BRITISH RULE IN INDIA 61

'BUDDHISM ... 64
BUREAUCRACY ... 67
BUSSINESS ... 68
C
CALAMITY ...*69
CAPITAL AND
LABOUR ... 69
CASTE AND VARNA... 70
CAUSE ... 72
CEREMONIES ... 72
CHAOS VS. MISRULE 73
CHARACTER ... 74
^CHARKHA ... 77
CHIVALRY ... 84
CHILDREN ... 85
CHRISTIANITY ... 85
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 89
CIVILITY ... 92
CLASS WAR ... 92
CLEANLINESS ... 93
COERCION ... 95
COMMONSE\ T SE ... 96
'COMMUNISM ... 96
COMMUNAL PACTS... 104
COMPLEXION ... 104
COMPROMISE ... 104
CONGRESS

CONSCIENCE
CONSISTENCY ... 116
CONSTITUENT
ASSEMBLY ... 117
CONS T R U C T I V E
PROGRAMME ... 121
CONTENTMENT ... 128

... 107
... 114

12

TEACHINGS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

CONVERSION ... 129
CONVICTIONS ... 130
COUNCILS ... 131
COURAGE ... 132
COURTESY ... 13,3
COW * .- 133
COWARDICE ... 136
CREED ... 137
CRITICISM ... 138
CROWD INDIAN ... 139
CULTURE ... 139

CUNNING ... 140
CUSTOM ... 140
D
DARSHAN ... 140
DEATH ... 140
DEATH DUTIES ... 144
DEATH SENTENCE ... 145
DEBT ... 145
DECEPTION ... 145
DEFEAT ... 145
"DEMOCRACY ... 146
DHURNA ... 152
DIAGNOSIS ... 153
DIFFERENCES ... 153
DISEASE *... 153
DISCIPLINE ... 153
DIVIDE AND RULE... 155
DOUBT ... 156
DOWRY SYSTEM ... 156
DRINK EVIL ... 156
DUMB MILLIONS ... 161
DtfTY ... 161

EAST AND WEST ... 164
EATING ... 163
ECONOMICS ... 163

EDUCATION ... 177

EFFORT ... 187
EMBARRASSMENT ... 188
ENGLISHMEN ... 133
ERROR ... 190
EVIL ... 195
EXAGGERATION ... 195
EXERCISE ... 196
EXPEDIENCY ... 196
EXPERIMENTS ... 196
EXPLOITATION ... 196
F
FAITFI ... 197
FASTING ... 202
FATE ... 216
FAULTS ... 216
FEAR ... 217
FOREIGN CLOTH ... 217
FORGIVENESS ... 221
FOREIGN MEDIUM
OF INSTRUCTION 222
FRANKNESS ... 225
, FRAUD ... 225
FREEDOM ... 226

'FREEDOM OF INDIA 227
FREE TRADE ... 235
FRIENDSHIP ... 235
G
GAMBLING ... 238
GANDHISM ... 239
GANDHIJI LOOKS AT
HIMSELF ... 240
GENERALISATION ... 243
GENEROSITY ... 244
GITA ... 244
N GOD ... 264
^GOONDAISM ... 282
GOVERNMENT OF
INDIA ... 282
GRANTH SAHIB 283

CONTENTS

13

GREED
GURU

284
284

H

HABIT ... 286
HARTAL ... 286
HELP ... 286
HEPLESSNESS ... 287
HIMALAYAS ... 287
HINDUISM ... 287
HINDU-MUSLIM
UNITY ... 297
HINDUSTANI ... 302
HONOUR ... 303
HOPE ... 303
HUMAN NATURE ... 304
HUMULITY ... 305
HUMA N I T A R I A NISM ... 308
HUMOUR ... 308
HUNGER STRIKE ... 309

IDEAL ... 310
IDLENESS ... 311
IDOL- WORSHIP ... 311
[MITATION ... 313
IMPRISONMENT ... 313

INDIA ... 315
INDIA N C I V I L
SERVICE ... 316
INDIAN CT V I L I Z ATION ... 317
INDIAN STATES ... 318
INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM ... 321
IN DUSTR 1 A L 1ZATION ... 321
INERTIA ... 325

INNER VOICE ... 325
INSTINCT ... 326
INTER-DEPEN DENCE ... 326
INSURANCE ... 327
INTENTIONS ... 327
INTER-DINING ... 327
'ISLAM ... 329
INSTITUTIONS ... 332
I
JAILS ... 333
JESUS CHRIST ... 335
JEWELLERY ... 337
JOURNALISM ... 338
JURIES TRIAL BY ... 338

JUSTICE ... 339

'KARMA LAW OF ... 340
K1SAN SABHAS ... 342
'KHADDAR ... 343

LANGUAGE ... 345
LAW ... 347
LAWYLRS ... 347
LAW COURTS ... 348
LEADERS ... 349
LIBERTY ... 350
LIFE ... 351
LOVE ... 351
M
MAHATMASHIP ... 354
MAN ... 355
MANLINESS ... 358
MANNERS ... 359
MARRIAGE ... 359

14

TEACHINGS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

MASSES ... 367
MEANS_A.ND END ... 369
MEASURES BE F O R E
MEN ... 370
MEETINGS ... 371
MINORITY AND
MAJORITY ... 371
MOBS ... 373
MODERN CIVILIZATION ... 374
MOKSHA ... 375
MONEY ... 378
MONEY GIFTS ... 379
MONOTONY ... 379
MORALITY ... 379
MORAL AUTHORITY 380
MOTIVE ... 380
MUNICIPALITIES ... 381
N
NATION ... 382
NATIONALISM VS. INTERNATIONALISM ... 382
NATIONAL DRESS ... 383
NATIONAL FLAG ...383
NATIONAL SERVICE ... 384
NATURE ... 385
NOBILITY *... 385
NON-CO-OPERATION ... 385
NON-VIOLENCE ... 404
O
OATH
OPPONENTS

OBSTINACY
OPTIMISM
ORGANISATION

PAKISTAN

423
425
426
426
427
429

PANIC ... 438
PASSIONS ... 438
PARTIES ... 439
PATIENCE ... 439
PATRIOTISM ... 440
'PEACE ... 441
PENANCE ... 422
PERFECTION ... 442
PERSEVERANCE ... 442
PETITION WRITING 442
PICKETING ... 443
PLAIN SPEAKING ... 444
POLICY ... 444
POLITICS ... 445
POLITICAL POWER... 446
POLITICS VS. RELIGION ... 446
POVERTY ... 447
.POWER ... 450
PRAYER ... 450
PREACHING ... 464
PRINCIPLE ... 464
PRIESTS ... 465
PROGRESS ... 465
PROMISE ... 467
PROPAGANDA ... 468
PROSTITUTION ... 468

Thank You for previewing this eBook
You can read the full version of this eBook in different formats:
 HTML (Free /Available to everyone)
 PDF / TXT (Available to V.I.P. members. Free Standard members can
access up to 5 PDF/TXT eBooks per month each month)
 Epub & Mobipocket (Exclusive to V.I.P. members)
To download this full book, simply select the format you desire below

