The appendices have also been restructured. In addition to a
chronology of major events from the previous year, the full text
of the Constitution of the Republic of China and its Additional
Articles, and a comparison of systems for Romanization of
Mandarin Chinese, three new sections have been added to provide
an overview of Taiwan’s international rankings, a summary of
national holidays and festivals, and the history of the ROC.
As always, the writers and editors of this year’s ROC Yearbook
wish their readers the world over an enjoyable reading experience,
enabling them to easily explore and appreciate the uniqueness
and significance of the Republic of China and its people as a force
for good in the world.
The full text of this publication is also available online at
http://www.ey.gov.tw/en/.
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The Republic of China Yearbook continues to be the world’s most
comprehensive, up-to-date overview of Asia’s first and oldest
republic. This year, to aid readability and portability, the main
body of the Yearbook has been condensed from 20 chapters to
14 chapters, highlighting the latest social, political and economic
trends in Taiwan. Its rich content, interesting photographs and
sidebars, informative charts and tables, as well as Chinesecharacter equivalents of organizational, personal and place names
help the reader in understanding this vibrant and colorful nation.
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About the Publisher
The Executive Yuan is the executive branch of
the government of the Republic of China and
the highest administrative organ in the country.
It is empowered by the Constitution to carry
out its functions and obligations, which include
formulating administrative policies, evaluating statutory and budgetary bills, and making
decisions on matters of common concern to its
subordinate ministries and commissions.
In 2012, as part of a government reorganization
plan, the Executive Yuan’s Office of Information
Services took over responsibility for publication of The Republic of China Yearbook from the
former Government Information Office. As the
Yearbook’s new publisher, the Executive Yuan is
pleased to present this authoritative and insightful window on the ROC and its people’s efforts to
create a more beautiful world.

5

110 °E

120 °E

130 °E

Ulan Bator

MONGOLIA
RUSSIA

Pyongyang
Seoul

Yellow Sea

MAINLAND CHINA

40 °N

40 °N

NORTH KOREA
Beijing

Sea of Japan

SOUTH KOREA
JAPAN

Shanghai
30 °N

30 °N

Ta
iw

an

St

rai

t

East China Sea

Hong Kong
Dongsha (Pratas) Islands

ROC
(TAIWAN)
Kaohsiung

Bashi Channel

20 °N

20 °N

Hanoi

Taipei

Pacific Ocean
VI
ET

LA

Xisha (Paracel) Islands

S

NA

O

Zhongsha Islands

M

CAMBODIA

Manila

South China Sea

10 °N

10 °N

PHILIPPINES
Nansha (Spratly) Islands
C a rt LAB
NTU Ge o g ra p h y

BRUNEI
110 °E

0

500 km

MALAYSIA
120 °E

130 °E

The Republic of China Yearbook 2013
Published by the Executive Yuan
Compiled by the Office of Information Services, Executive Yuan
No. 1, Sec. 1, Zhongxiao E. Road, Taipei 10058, ROC (Taiwan)
http://www.ey.gov.tw
1st edition, December 2013
The full text of this publication is also available in the “ROC Yearbook” section of
the Executive Yuan website.
Price: NT$550 (US$19)
For information on purchasing the yearbook, please visit Government Publications Bookstore:
1F, No. 209, Songjiang Road, Taipei 10485, ROC (Taiwan)
TEL: (+886-2) 2518-0207 ext. 15
http://www.govbooks.com.tw
or
Wu-nan Bookstore Co., Ltd.
No. 6, Zhongshan Road, Taichung 40042, ROC (Taiwan)
TEL: (+886-4) 2226-0330 ext. 821
http://www.wunanbooks.com.tw
ISBN 978-986-03-8417-8 ISSN 1013-0942 GPN 1010202197
Copyright © 2013 Office of Information Services, Executive Yuan
All rights reserved. Reproduction of this book, in part or in whole, without written
permission of the copyright holder is prohibited.
Contact agency: Office of Information Services, Executive Yuan, TEL: (+886-2)3356-6500
Printed in the Republic of China (Taiwan)
Printed by China Color Printing Co., Ltd.
No. 229, Baoqiao Road, Xindian District, New Taipei City 23145, ROC (Taiwan)

-----------------------------------------------------------------Cover Photo: The annual Taiwan Balloon Festival in Luye Township, Taitung County, is a big
summertime draw that attracts thousands of hot-air balloon enthusiasts and spectators.
(Courtesy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Contents
PrefaceII
Editorial Staff
National Symbols
National Designation/ROC Year Designations
National Flag
National Flower
National Anthem

1
1
3
3

Founding Father5
ROC Vital Information7

1.Geography & Demographics	
Geography /10 Demographics /17

8

2.Government
The ROC Constitution /26 Central Government /28
Local Government /34 Clean, Efficient Government /35
E-government Development /36

24

3. Foreign Affairs 
Foreign Policy /40 Bilateral Ties /41
Participation in International Bodies /49
Development and Humanitarian Assistance /50

38

4. Cross-strait Relations
Evolving Relationship /56 Other Developments /65

54
Looking Forward /67

5. National Defense
Strategic Location /70 Military Threat /70 Defense Posture /70
Defense Reports /71 Command Structure /72 Armed Forces /72
Weapon System Upgrades /73 Defense Industry /74
Personnel and Conditions of Service /75 Military Education /77
Homeland Security /78

68

6. Economy & Finance
80
National Competitiveness /82 GDP Profile /82
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises /85
Central Government Revenues and Expenditures /85 Financial Services /85
Foreign Trade and Investment /89 Policy Initiatives /91
Regional Economic Integration /97
7. Science & Technology 
100
Rise of a High-tech Powerhouse /102 S&T-related Government Agencies /103
Publicly Supported R&D Institutions /105 Latest Endeavors /107
Science Parks /112
8. Agriculture
Sectors /116 Agricultural Export /121 Agritourism /122
Technological Innovations /122 Rural Rejuvenation /125
Agricultural Finance /125 Latest Developments /126

114

9. Environmental Protection
Public Policies Go Green /130 Energy Sustainability /131
Pollution Prevention /136 Recycling and Waste Management /138
Ecological Conservation /138

128

10. Infrastructure
144
Land Transportation /146 Maritime Shipping and Ports /152
Civil Aviation /153 E-traffic Information /155 Telecommunications /156
11. Health & Welfare
Public Health /162 Social Welfare /170

160

12. Mass Media 
News Agencies /180

178
Print Media /180

Broadcast Media /185

13. Education
Mainstream Education /192 Special Education /199
Supplementary Education /200 E-learning /201
International Exchanges /202 Language Education /203

190

14. Life & Culture
Folk Arts /208 Visual Arts /209 Performing Arts /209
Cinema /213 Literature /215 Cultural Initiatives /217
Religion /220 Sports /226

206

Appendices
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

Global Survey Rankings
Festivals, Holidays & Events
Chronology: 2012
History of the Republic of China
The Constitution of the Republic of China
The Additional Articles of the Constitution of the Republic of China
VI. A Comparison of Various Romanization Systems

233
234
238
246
253
271
279

Preface

I

n The Republic of China Yearbook

to past readers, the changes are described

2013, the Executive Yuan Office

as follows:

of Information Services strives to

• “ROC Vital Information” has been

give readers worldwide a comprehensive

added to the introductory pages.

understanding of the ROC and Taiwan,

• “Geography” and “People and Lan-

with special attention given to the events

guage” have been combined into “Geog-

of 2012 and 2013.

raphy & Demographics.”

As always, the reader will also find rich
and up-to-date descriptions of Taiwan’s

• “Transportation and Telecom-

abundant natural wonders and vibrant

munications” has been renamed

multicultural society. Major govern-

“Infrastructure.”

ment initiatives to reinforce the nation’s
renowned public health care system and

• “Society” and “Public Health” have been
combined into “Health & Welfare.”

infrastructure, stimulate the economy, put

• “Tourism” has been dissolved, with its

the country on the cutting edge of industry

section about national parks merged

and education, and defend citizens and

into “Environmental Protection” and

the environment from pollution and

section about festivals and events turned

climate change are all outlined herein. This

into the new appendix “Festivals, Holi-

wide-ranging guide chronicles Taiwan’s

days & Events.”

accomplishments in international relations

• “Culture,” “Sports” and “Religion” have

and global sporting events alike and paints

been combined into “Life & Culture.”

a vivid portrait of a dynamic nation.
To aid readability and portability, the
yearbook has been significantly streamlined beginning with this edition. As an aid

II

• “History” has been made an appendix.

• The “Who’s Who in the ROC” has been
removed.
• Another new appendix, “Global Survey
Rankings,” has been added.

• The chronology will henceforth only
include events from the year before
publication (in this case, 2012.)
As in past editions, the textual summary and analysis is supplemented by
pertinent photographs, charts and tables.
The facts and figures herein are as up-todate as possible. The Office of Information
Services gratefully acknowledges all the official agencies and organizations that have
provided information and helped verify
the accuracy of this publication’s content as
well as all individuals who have contributed photographs.
With the exception of certain personal

are based on the annual average exchange
rates of NT$33.05, NT$31.64, NT$29.46
and NT$29.61 per US$1 for 2009 through
2012, respectively, as calculated by the
Central Bank of the ROC (Taiwan). The
exchange rate for 2013—NT$29.55 per
US$1—is based on the average rate for
that year’s first three months.
The yearbook is a collective effort
to provide readers from all walks of life
with reliable and authoritative information about Taiwan today. Reader feedback
and advice regarding this publication is
welcomed and appreciated.

and place names, Mandarin Chinese terms
and names are rendered in Hanyu Pinyin
漢語拼音 throughout the work. All proper

nouns that are translations of Chinese
names, such as Sun Yat-sen 孫中山 or
the National Health Insurance Act 全民
健康保險法, are accompanied by their

original Chinese character names the
first time they appear in a chapter. Unless
otherwise indicated, U.S. dollar figures

Cheng Li-wun
Director-General
Office of Information Services,
Executive Yuan

III

Publisher Executive Yuan
Supervisors CHENG Li-wun 鄭麗文, KAO Tsun 高遵
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National
Symbols
National Designation
The founding father of the ROC, Sun Yatsen 孫逸仙, first proposed the name “Republic
of China” 中華民國 at the first official meeting
of the Chinese Revolutionary Alliance 中國
同盟會 in Tokyo in 1905. Sun said, “Not until
that day in autumn 1905 when outstanding
individuals of the entire country gathered to
found the Chinese Revolutionary Alliance
in Tokyo did I come to believe the great
revolutionary task could indeed be achieved.
Only at this point did I dare to propose the
national designation of ‘Republic of China’
and announce it to the members of our party,
so that each could return to their respective
province and proclaim the message of the
revolution and disseminate the ideas behind
the founding of the Republic of China.”
The name became official on January 1,
1912, when the Provisional Assembly 臨時國
民大會 of representatives from across China
declared the establishment of the Republic
and swore in Sun as its president.

ROC Year Designations
In official and most ordinary usages,
years in the ROC are calculated from the

year of the Republic’s founding, 1912.
Thus, 1912 was referred to as “the first
year of the Republic of China,” and 2011 is
“the 100th year of the Republic of China,”
and so on. This is a continuation of the
millennia-old system in China of beginning new year designations with the start
of a new era, which once coincided with
the ascension of a new emperor.

National Flag
The “white sun in a blue sky” portion
of the ROC’s national flag was originally
designed by Lu Hao-tung 陸皓東, a martyr
of the Chinese revolution. Lu presented his
design in a meeting of the Revive China Society 興中會 in Hong Kong on February 21,
1895. It was redesigned to include a crimson
background during the years just prior to the
revolution. This later design is still used today
as the national emblem.
Before the Wuchang Uprising 武昌起義
in 1911 (also known as the 1911 Xinhai Revolution 辛亥革命), the revolutionary armies
in different provinces had different flags: the
one used in the Wuhan 武漢 area had 18 yellow stars, representing the 18 administrative
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divisions of China at the time; the Shanghai
army adopted a five-color flag of red, yellow,
blue, white and black, representing the five
main ethnic groups of China; and Guangdong 廣東, Guangxi 廣西, Yunnan 雲南 and
Guizhou 貴州 provinces used the “white sun
in a blue sky.”
When the Provisional Government was
first established, the five-color flag was adopted as the national flag, the 18-star flag was
used by the army, and the “white sun in a blue
sky” by the navy. The current ROC national
flag was officially adopted on May 5, 1921.
The 12 points of the white sun in the emblem represent the Chinese conceptualization of a day’s being divided into 12 two-hour
periods, symbolizing unceasing progress. At
one level, the three colors of blue, white and
crimson stand for the Three Principles of the
People 三民主義: nationalism, democracy
and social well-being. At another level, the
colors embody qualities that evoke other concepts enumerated in the Three Principles: the
blue signifies brightness, purity and freedom,
and thus a government that is of the people;
the white, honesty, selflessness and equality,
and thus a government that is by the people;
and the crimson, sacrifice, bloodshed and

brotherly love, thus a government that is for
the people.

National Flower
The plum blossom, Prunus mume, was
officially designated by the ROC Executive
Yuan to be the national flower on July 21,
1964. The plum blossom, which produces
shades of pink and white and gives off a
delicate fragrance, has great symbolic value
in Chinese culture because of its resilience
during the harsh winter. The triple grouping of stamens (one long and two short)
represents Sun Yat-sen’s Three Principles of
the People, while the five petals symbolize
the five branches of the ROC government.

National Anthem

程懋筠 was selected out of those submitted

by 139 contenders. (See page 4 for both lyrics
and melody.)
In the late 1920s and early 1930s, the
Ministry of Education (MOE) held two separate competitions for the lyrics for a national
anthem, using the KMT party song in the
meantime as a temporary national anthem.
None of the entries reviewed by the MOE
were deemed appropriate, so Dr. Sun’s composition was finally adopted as the official
anthem of the Republic of China in 1937.
The anthem first declares the Three
Principles of the People to be the foundation
of the nation and a guide to a world commonwealth of peace and harmony; and then
calls upon the people to be brave, earnest and
faithful in striving to fulfill that goal.

The words of the ROC national anthem
were first delivered as an exhortation by
Sun Yat-sen at the opening ceremony of the
Whampoa Military Academy 黃埔軍校 on
June 16, 1924. This exhortation was designated as the Kuomintang’s (KMT) 中國國民黨
party song in 1928, after which the KMT
publicly solicited contributions for a tune to
fit the words. A melody by Cheng Mao-yun
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NATIONAL ANTHEM OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA
Music by Cheng Mao-yun 程懋筠
Arrangement by Huang Tzu 黃自

Dr. Sun Yat-sen 孫中山
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Sun Yat-sen 孫中山
Founding Father
Republic of China

Sun Yat-sen 孫逸仙, also known as
Sun Chung-shan 孫中山 and Sun Wen
孫文, was born in 1866 in a coastal
village of Xiangshan County 香山縣,
Guangdong Province 廣東省. After
receiving his early education in both
Chinese and Western schools, he
moved to Hawaii in 1879, where he
attended Iolani and Oahu Colleges. In
1883, he returned to China to continue his studies, concentrating on

the Chinese classics and history.
He later moved to Hong Kong
to attend Queen’s College and in
1892 graduated from Hong Kong
Medical College for Chinese.
Deeply concerned at the Qing
清 dynasty government’s oppression, corruption and submissiveness toward foreign powers,
Sun gave up his medical career to
pursue political reform. In 1894,
together with a group of young
overseas Chinese, Sun established
his first revolutionary organization, the Revive China Society
興中會, in Honolulu. His political ideals are summarized in a
set of doctrines called the Three
Principles of the People 三民主義,
comprising solidarity of the
people, power to the people and
prosperity of the people.
Over the next 16 years, Sun
and his followers launched 10
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