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Introduction

Cautions

For emphasis and because I know many individuals will not read this publication 
cover-to-cover, key concepts described in earlier chapters will be restated, reinforced, 
or summarized as they are applied in later chapters. In the interest of readability, 
children alleging sexual abuse or who are suspected of being sexually exploited 
will sometimes be referred to as “victims” and adults suspected or accused of being 
perpetrators will sometimes be referred to as “offenders” even though the allegations 
or suspicions may not have been proven in a court of law. This shorthand should 
not blur the fact that investigators are expected to keep an open mind and maintain 
complete objectivity. Although females can and do molest children, offenders will 
generally be referred to by the pronoun “he.”

The term “child prostitution,” because it implies simply conventional prostitution 
with child subjects, may not be an appropriate term to describe the true nature and 
extent of this type of sexual exploitation of child victims. The use of this term in this 
publication should not be taken to imply children can “consent” to the sexual acts 
involved. At this point in time, however, it is the term most readily recognized by 
the public to describe this form of child sexual exploitation. It will be used in this 
publication to refer to illegal use of children in prostitution under the standards 
developed by statute, case law, and law-enforcement-agency protocols. It is hoped 
a more accurate term will be recognized, understood, and accepted for use in the 
future. The term “stranger” has been over-used when discussing the sexual 
victimization of children. For many it conjures up the stereotype image of a “dirty 
old man in a wrinkled raincoat” or an obviously “evil” predator. In this publication 
the term “stranger” will be used simply to identify those offenders not well known 
to potential child victims. It will be explained, discussed, and used primarily to 
distinguish the behavior of such offenders from that of offenders who are family 
members or acquaintances. Use of this stereotypical and potentially misleading 
term should be kept to a minimum, especially when communicating with parents/
guardians and children.

As will be explained in detail (see page 24), the term “compliant” will be used 
to describe the behavior of certain child victims of sexual exploitation. Because 
so many nonprofessionals and professionals alike seem to believe that all child 
victims are forced or tricked into sexual activity with adults and because the lack 
of understanding of the behavior of such victims creates major problems in the 
investigation and prosecution of these cases, the significance of this compliance 
will be extensively discussed. The use of this term, however, should in no way 
be interpreted by any reader as suggesting or implying that such children are 
not real victims or should somehow be blamed for their victimization. To the 
contrary, the reason the term is used and discussed is to emphasize that such 
children are true criminal-justice victims depending on applicable statutes and to 
communicate the importance for interveners to recognize and understand their 
specific behavior patterns.
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