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Introduction 

 

The following chapters are independent essays that were written between 

July 2015 and February 2016. They appear in random order, and therefore 

they do not have to be read in the order they appear. 

 

The issue in all the essays is the connection between the energy policies of 

various countries, their foreign policies, and the wars that break out at 

various parts of the globe, since all three are closely related. I describe 

many economic interests and many alliances in my essays. But alliances 

change and so do economic interest. Therefore what is more important for 

the reader is to have an idea of the global resources i.e. oil and natural gas 

in my essays, because global resources change at a much lower pace than 

economic interests and economic alliances. 

 

The alliances and conflicts I describe in my essays might not exist in the 

near future, but if you have an idea of the global resources you will be able 

to see the alliances and the economic interests that will exist in the future. 

 

I.A. 

18.2.2016 

 

 

 

.  

 



The Map of Natural Gas  

 

The following map from the Russian news agency Sputnik shows the larger 

natural gas importers. With blue you can see imports through pipeline 

networks, and with green imports of liquefied natural gas (LNG) through 

special ships. The larger exporter of gas through pipelines is Russia and the 

largest exporter of LNG is Qatar. The map refers to 2010. The circles show 

the largest exporters of natural gas i.e. Russia, Canada, Norway etc. 

 

Map 1 (Sputnik News) 

 

http://sputniknews.com/infographics/20100426/158748785.html 

 

http://sputniknews.com/infographics/20100426/158748785.html


Note that the list of the top producers is different from the list of top 

exporters, because some countries produce a lot and consume a lot i.e. USA, 

and some others produce a lot but do not consume that much i.e. Russia. 

Obviously this is something that has to do with the size of the economy. 

 

At the following map from the Financial Times you can see the largest 

importers of natural gas in 2011, after the nuclear accident of Fukushima 

(Japan). Now Japan is the top importer of expensive LNG. The table also 

shows the top exporters. You can see that the United States is included in the 

list of exporters, because the US exports gas to Mexico and Canada, when 

this is more convenient geographically, but the US imports far more from 

these two countries in oil and gas. 

 

Map 2 (Financial Times) 

 

http://im.ft-static.com/content/images/f3b16110-b5ae-11e2-a51b-

00144feabdc0.img?width=564&height=264&title=&desc= 

 

http://im.ft-static.com/content/images/f3b16110-b5ae-11e2-a51b-00144feabdc0.img?width=564&height=264&title=&desc
http://im.ft-static.com/content/images/f3b16110-b5ae-11e2-a51b-00144feabdc0.img?width=564&height=264&title=&desc


At the following map from Indexmundi you can see the top importers of gas 

in 2013 (1
st
 January 2014). You can see Russia and the Netherlands in the 

list, because even though they are among the top exporters they also import 

gas i.e. Russia from Turkmenistan and the Netherlands from UK and 

Norway 

 

Image 3 Indexmundi 

 

http://www.indexmundi.com/g/r.aspx?v=139&t=20 

 

At the following table from the Energy Information Administration you can 

see the top importers of oil in 2014. 

 

Image 4 

http://www.indexmundi.com/g/r.aspx?v=139&t=20


 

https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis_includes/countries_long/Chi

na/images/top_ten_oil_importers.png 

 

At the following map from the American think tank Institute for Policy 

Innovation (IPI) you can see the top oil exporters in 2012.  

 

 

Image 5 

 

https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis_includes/countries_long/China/images/top_ten_oil_importers.png
https://www.eia.gov/beta/international/analysis_includes/countries_long/China/images/top_ten_oil_importers.png


 

 

http://www.ipi.org/imgLib/20140311_OilExportChart3at300.jpg 

 

 

“The global natural gas market”, April 2010 

http://sputniknews.com/infographics/20100426/158748785.html 

 

http://www.ipi.org/imgLib/20140311_OilExportChart3at300.jpg
http://sputniknews.com/infographics/20100426/158748785.html


The Map of War 

 

I upload once more the following natural gas map, with the largest importers 

and exporters, because this is more a map of war rather than a map of natural 

gas. With bars you can see on the map the top importers of gas, who import 

approximately 600 billion cubic meters of natural gas per year i.e. USA, 

Japan, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, Turkey, South Korea, United 

Kingdom and Belgium. 

 

Map 1 (Sputnik) 

 

 

http://sputniknews.com/infographics/20100426/158748785.html 

http://sputniknews.com/infographics/20100426/158748785.html


With circles you can see on the map the major natural gas exporters i.e. the 

countries that provide these 600 billion cubic meters of natural gas per year, 

and they are Russia, Canada, Norway, the Netherlands, Algeria, Qatar, 

Nigeria, Indonesia and Malaysia. 

 

The figures refer to 2010 and they do not include Turkmenistan and 

Australia, countries that have become significant gas exporters, and also 

China and India, countries that have become significant gas importers. Iran, 

even though the second richest country in natural gas reserves after Russia, it 

does not export gas, because due to the economic sanctions Iran finds it very 

difficult to satisfy its domestic demand. 

 

The wars of the 21
st
 century mainly refer to the natural gas supply of Europe, 

through North Africa (Nigeria, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya), Turkey 

and Russia, and also the supply of East Asia, through Russia, Kazakhstan, 

Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan. If on this map you put a similar 

map for oil you can explain all the wars. 

 

What is strange is that while the wars of the 20
th

 century were mainly oil 

wars, the wars of the 21
st
 century are mainly natural gas wars. I am not of 

course saying that oil does not matter. Oil matters a great deal, and most of 

the revenues still refer to oil exports. However natural gas is becoming of 

growing importance, it is environmentally friendlier, and it is an economic 

solution when supplied by pipelines. All the wars of the 21
st
 century refer to 

natural gas pipelines from Africa, the Middle East, the Caspian Sea and 

Russia, towards Europe and Asia. The wars are not for oil and oil pipelines 

as was the case in the 20
th

 century, even though the two are closely related, 



because once a natural gas pipeline is constructed, an oil pipeline could 

follow. 

 

“The global natural gas market”, April 2010 

http://sputniknews.com/infographics/20100426/158748785.html 

http://sputniknews.com/infographics/20100426/158748785.html


Sudan’s Role in the War for Africa 

 

Omar al-Bashir is a Sunni Muslim, an Arab, and Sudan‟s pres ident. The 

International Criminal Court has issued a warrant for al Bashir‟s arrest, 

because he is the man responsible for the genocide of Darfur. More than 300 

thousands of the non Arab population have been killed in Darfur.  

 

 

 

Until 2011 Sudan and South Sudan were one country, but due to the civil 

war Sudan was separated to Sudan and South Sudan. Even after the 

separation of the country the relations between the Arabs of Sudan with the 

non Arabs of South Sudan did not improve. The country‟s oil is located in 

South Sudan, but this oil can only be exported to Asia through the pipeline 

network that runs through Sudan and ends in Port Sudan and the Red Sea 

(purple line). It is very difficult for Sudan and South Sudan to find a way of 

sharing oil profits. 



 

During the last two decades Omar al-Bashir had very close relations with 

Iran, but he also had very good relations with Turkey and Qatar. Sudan has 

been Iran‟s most significant base in Africa. Iran needed Sudan in order to 

support through the Central African Republic (CAR) the terrorist 

organizations that cooperate with the Iranians in West Africa. Nigeria is 

located in West Africa, and she is a country very rich in oil and natural gas 

reserves, and one of Iran‟s competitors. 

 

 

 

Moreover Nigeria has agreed with Niger and Algeria on the construction of 

the Trans-Saharan natural gas pipeline, which will send Nigeria‟s natural gas 

to Europe through Algeria. Algeria is another natural gas producer, and she 

is already connected to Europe through a pipeline network. The Trans-

Saharan Pipeline will hurt Russia‟s economic interests in Europe, since 

Russia is Europe‟s largest natural gas supplier. The Trans-Saharan would 



also hurt Iran, because Iran wants to supply Europe with natural gas, as soon 

as an agreement is reached between Iran and the West, about Iran‟s nuclear 

program.  

 

Finally the Trans-Saharan would hurt Turkey, because Turkey wants to 

provide Europe with an alternative to the Russian natural gas and oil. Turkey 

is very poor in oil and natural gas reserves, but the oil of the Middle East and 

the Caspian Sea can reach Europe through Turkey. That way Turkey could 

generate huge transit fees, and she would also see a dramatic rise in her 

geopolitical importance.  

 

 

 

As a result the USA and the EU are hunting Omar al-Bashir, while Russia, 

Turkey and Iran have an excellent cooperation with him. At the following 

article from Sudan Tribune, titled “Erdogan invites Sudan‟s Bashir to visit 

Turkey”, August 2014, you can read about the smooth cooperation between 



Turkey‟s leader Tayip Erdogan and Omar al Bashir, and Erdgogan‟s 

invitation to Omar al Bashir, in order for the latter to visit Turkey. Please 

note that Omar al Bashir is not allowed to travel to Europe and the US. 

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article52017 
 

 

At the following Guardian article, titled “Sudan president Omar al-Bashir 

leaves South Africa as court considers arrest”, June 2015, you can read that 

Omar al Bashir had to suddenly abandon South Africa during a visit in  

2015, because the US and the EU tried to issue a warrant for his arrest. 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/15/south-africa-to-fight-omar-

al-bashirs-arrest-warrant-sudan 

 

China is one more country that has very good relations with Omar al Bashir. 

You can read about China‟s very warm welcome to Omar al-Bashir at the 

following Guardian article, titled “China welcomes Sudanese president 

Omar al-Bashir”, June 2011. 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jun/16/china-welcomes-sudanese-

president-omar-al-bashir 

 

Moreover, as you can read at the following article of Sudan Tribune, titled 

“Russian FM says Moscow plans to boost military ties with Sudan”, 

December 2014, Russia wishes to strengthen her military cooperation with 

Sudan and Omar al Bashir. Normally Omar al Bashir should be seen by 

Russia as an enemy, because Omar al Bashir has been a supporter of the 

Muslim Brotherhood, which is mainly backed by Turkey and Qatar, two 

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article52017
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/15/south-africa-to-fight-omar-al-bashirs-arrest-warrant-sudan
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jun/15/south-africa-to-fight-omar-al-bashirs-arrest-warrant-sudan
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jun/16/china-welcomes-sudanese-president-omar-al-bashir
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jun/16/china-welcomes-sudanese-president-omar-al-bashir


countries that are a big problem for Russia‟s energy policy. See “Russia vs 

Turkey: The Geopolitics of the South & the Turk Stream Pipelines”.  

 

However Sudan is not an important country for Russia‟s energy policy. On 

the contrary the attacks carried out in West Africa by the Islamist 

organizations that are supported by Iran, Turkey, Qatar and Sudan, they are 

very useful for Russia. Also note that Russia had attempted to take part in 

the Trans-Saharan pipeline but her efforts did not bear fruits. 

http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article53220 

  

At the following Wall Street Journal article, titled “African Nations Sign 

Deal for Trans-Saharan Gas Pipeline”, July 2009, you can read about the 

agreement for the Trans-Saharan Pipeline between Nigeria, Niger and 

Algeria (red line on the map). 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB124663481393592621 

 

Also note that the Islamists that are supported by Iran and Sudan in Africa 

can sometimes be useful for China too. China has very strong ties with both 

Iran and Sudan, and at the same time China does not have military forces in 

Africa. On the contrary France has military bases in Africa, as you can read 

at the following article of the Business Insider, titled “France's Military Is 

All Over Africa”, January 2015. See also the following map. As you can 

read in the article France has military bases in Mauritania, Mali, Burkina 

Faso, Niger and Chad. 

 

4
th

 Paragraph 
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