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Introduction

The following chapters are independent essays written between from
September 2016 to January 2017, and they can be read in any order.

The wars for the global resources of oil and natural gas are the topic of
most essays. To a large extent, the wars of the 20" and 21% centuries were
the result of energy rich countries competing to secure their exports, or the
result of energy poor countries competing to secure their access to energy

resources.

Many episodes of the energy wars of the 20" and 21% centuries are
described in the following essays.

LA
January 2017



Inside Hitler’s Mind

Geostrategically speaking, Hitler had very few options, and therefore it is
very easy to see the world through his eyes. The first thing to note is that
during the Interwar Period (1919-1938) oil was mainly produced in United
States, Russia, the Persian Gulf, mainly Iraq, and South-Eastern Asia,
mainly Indonesia. The oil of North Africa and Saudi Arabia had not been
discovered yet.

Map Oil Production in the Interwar Period
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During World War 1 the British and the French had managed to take control
of the oil of the Persian Gulf, the Russians had the oil of the Caspian Sea
under their control, and Germany had nothing. The Germans could only

count on the smaller oilfields of Romania.

Map The International Order After WW1
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The Italians were importing their oil through the British and the French, and
they knew very well that in case of war the British and the French could

immediately cut off their oil supplies.

What Hitler wanted was to destroy the world order that was established
after WW1, in order for Germany to take control either the oil of the Persian
Gulf, or the oil of the Caspian Sea, or both. To do that Hitler had only five
choices. At the following map you can see four of them.

Map Inside Hitler’s Mind
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The option for Hitler was to repeat the strategy of the German Empire during
World War 1 i.e. to march to the Persian Gulf through Austria and Turkey

(yellow line).

However if Hitler was to do that the Russians, the British and the French
would do what they did during WW1. They would leave their differences
aside for a while, and they would attack Germany.



Moreover, during the Balkan Wars of 1912-1913 the British, the Russians
and the French had used Greece and Serbia to form a geographic wall
between Germany and the Ottoman Empire. In addition, Turkey was scared

by her defeat in WW1, and she preferred to remain neutral.

For all the above reasons Hitler did not want, or could not, repeat the
strategy of the German Empire during WWL, in order to reach the Persian

Gulf and the Caspian Sea through Austria and Turkey.
The second option for Hitler was to form an alliance with Mussolini, in

order to jointly attack the British and the French at Palestine and get hold of
the oil of the Persian Gulf (purple line).

Map Inside Hitler’s Mind
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This option was partially used by Hitler and Mussolini with the Arab Spring
of Palestine of 1936-1939 (Arab Revolt 1936-1939). Mussolini was the main



supporter of the Arab Spring of Palestine, and he was sending money and
weapons to the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and the Muslim Brotherhood, in
order to cause an Arab Revolt against the British. But Hitler was also a close
ally of the Muslim Brotherhood, and therefore it is a sure thing that he was
behind the Arab Spring of Palestine too. See “The Alliance Between Hitler
and the Muslim Brotherhood™.

https://iakal.wordpress.com/2016/08/18/the-alliance-between-hitler-and-the-

muslim-brotherhood/

Many Jewish terrorists were also attacking the British, most of them
supported by Stalin and Russia. It is said that Jewish terrorism against the
British was also supported by Hitler and Mussolini, but Hitler and Mussolini
were allies of the Muslim Brotherhood, and therefore Stalin had a lot more

space to support Jewish terrorists against the British.

Remember that many of the Jews of Palestine were Russian Jews who had
fled Russia to escape from the Tsar. The Jews were allies of the Ottomans,
and Tsarist Russia was very anti-Semitic. Palestine was an Ottoman colony
at the time, and many Jews were leaving Russia for Palestine, were they
were welcome by the Ottomans. When the Russian Communists came to
power they were recturing some of these Jews of Palestine in order to carry
out terrorist attacks against the British. However during the British mandate
of Palestine most of the Jews of Palestine were British allies i.e. the

Haganah.

Therefore Hitler did use this second option, even if only partially, and he
attacked the British in Palestine with Mussolini. What is interesting is that


https://iakal.wordpress.com/2016/08/18/the-alliance-between-hitler-and-the-muslim-brotherhood/
https://iakal.wordpress.com/2016/08/18/the-alliance-between-hitler-and-the-muslim-brotherhood/

Mussolini had almost become an ally of Britain and France against the Nazis
in 1935 with the Stresa Front agreement. With the agreement of Stresa Front
the British and the French agreed to give Mussolini some space in Africa, in

order to convince him not to become a Nazi ally.
However things went wrong because Mussolini wanted Italy to have direct
military control over the agreed regions in Africa, while the British and the

French were willing to offer Italy diplomatic and economic control.

Map The Mussolini Ambitions

The fascist Project to create an Italian Empire from &
Libya to Somalia after the victory in WWII. In light
green the territories of the projected Imperial Italy.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ltalian imperialism under Fascism#/media/Fil

e:ltalian Fascist Empire.png

During WW1 the British and the French had taken control of East
Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf, and Mussolini thought that it was only
fair that they allowed Italy to control Libya and Ethiopia, in order to reach
the Indian Ocean through Africa. As | said the oil of North Africa had not

been discovered yet, and Egypt was in Britain’s sphere of influence.

But if Mussolini controlled the Horn of Africa with his army, the British and
French spheres of influence in the Persian Gulf would be constantly under
threat, because Mussolini could attack them from Ethiopia, the Russians
could attack them from the Caucasus and Iran, and Germany could attack
them through Turkey. Moreover Mussolini could attack the British and
French ships at the Straits of Bab el Mandeb at the Red Sea, and he could cut
off their oil supplies from the Gulf. Remember that the oil pipelines of the
Middle East were constructed after the end of WW2. See Foreign Affairs

“Pipelines in the Sand”.

Therefore the British and the French were willing to grant Italy with the
political and economic control of the Horn of Africa, but not with militarily
control. That was not enough for Mussolini, who finally decided to enter the

war on the side of Germany and Russia against Britain and France.

Map The Italian Corridor of Mussolini (Green Line)
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Hitler’s third option was to form an alliance with the British against the

French and the Russians. The Russians were fighting the British in India and

the French were fighting the British in Africa, and therefore the Germans

could form an alliance with the British, in order to take the disputed

borderlands at their borders with France, and in order to take the oil of the

Caspian Sea from Russia. And in return they would leave the Persian Gulf to

the British (pink line).
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That was the so called Lebensraum ie. the “living space” of Germany,
which you can see at the following map.

Map Lebensraum

The Greater Germanic Reich, to be realised with the &
policies of Lebensraum, had boundaries derived from the plans

of the Generalplan Ost, the state administration, and the
Schutzstaffel (SS).I"]

https://up load.wikimed ia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0b/Greater Ger
manic Reich.png/350px-Greater Germanic Reich.png



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0b/Greater_Germanic_Reich.png/350px-Greater_Germanic_Reich.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0b/Greater_Germanic_Reich.png/350px-Greater_Germanic_Reich.png

But the British were not interested in helping the Nazis promote the
Lebensraum i.e. to take the oil of the Caspian Sea, because Hitler was not
reliable, and they were sure that once he had taken control of the Caspian oil
he would march to the Persian Gulf. The British were proposing Hitler and
alliance with Germany accepting the international order that was created
with WW1, which meant that Germany would import oil from Britain and
Russia, but would not stretch her muscle to the Caspian Sea. But the British

proposal did not satisfy Hitler.

The fourth option for Hitler was to form an alliance with Stalin against the
French and the British. The Germans would attack the British at the Persian
Gulf from the West, and the Russians would attack the British from the

north at the Persian Gulf and India.

Map Inside Hitler’s Mind
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This one was the option that was finally promoted by Hitler, but in a version
proposed by Stalin. The Russian Communists agreed to supply the Nazis



with oil, iron and wheat, in order to help them beat the British and the
French, but they did not want to exhaust their army in a war against the
British, because they knew that once Hitler had got hold of the the Persian

Gulf he could march to the Caspian Sea too.

Therefore they agreed to help Hitler beat the British and the French, while
they would keep their army fresh, in order to defend their oil supplies if
Hitler decided to attack them after the British and the French were finished,
and in order to attack the British in India if they lost the war against the

Nazis.

This plan was a good one for Stalin. The Germans, the French and the
British would exhaust themselves in a war, and that would increase the
relative strength of Russia. And that was what actually happened up to a
point. But in the end the Nazi-Communist alliance was broken by Hitler,
because the oil that was sent to him by the Russian Communists was not
enough for his thirsty army. And Hitler invaded Russia in 1941 to take
control of the oil of Baku.

These were the 4 out of the 5 options that Hitler had at his disposal. The 5"
option for Hitler was to follow the British advise and respect the post WW1
international order. But that meant Hitler would not go for neither the
Persian Gulf nor the Caspian Sea, and it was an option not interesting for
Hitler. Therefore Hitler decided to form an alliance with the Russian
Communists, and go for the oil of the Persian Gulf instead.

Map the Nazi-Communist Alliance
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References

| read various things and | normally do not mention my references. But
sometimes, when something really helps my thinking, | have to mention
some references, as | have done with Murray Rothbard in some of my
economic essays.

Therefore 1 have to mention Henry Kissinger’s Diplomacy. Three of the
chapters of his book really helped me understand the geopolitics of World
War 2 i.e. “The End of Hlusion — Hitler and the End of Versailles”, “Stalin’s
Bazaar”, and ““The Nazi Soviet Pact”.

Very simple writing, very clever writing, very informative writing.

Image Henry Kissinger’s Diplomacy



KISSINGER
DIPLOMACY

“An clegantly written study of Western diplomacy....Shrewd, often vexing, and
consistently absorbing.” — MICHIKO KAKUTANL, TwE NEW York Tives

Articles

In March 1938 the first oilfield of Saudi Arabia was discovered.



“History of the oil industry in Saudi Arabia”

Saudi Arabian oil was first discovered by the Americans in commercial
quantities at Dammam oil well No. 7 in 1938 in what is now modern
day Dhahran.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of the oil industry in_Saudi_Arabia

Libya’s importance was enhanced in the 50s, when there were signs that
Libya had oil, and in 1959 oil was discovered.

“COLD WAR LIBYA:ALL ABOUT OIL”

1-5" Paragraphs

When the Cold War began, Libya held little importance for either
superpower. Yes, it was the home to Wheelus Air Force base, one of the
major American bomber bases in the Eastern Hemisphere, but that’s about it.
Leading exports were esparto, a type of grass used to make paper for
currency bills, and scrap metal scavenged from the rusting tanks and trucks
and weaponry that had been left behind by the Allies and the Axis powers.
The country gained some recognition when independence was declared on
December 24, 1951. The Soviet Union had been stymied in its efforts to
establish a Mandate over the country following the end of World War 1.
Now, Libya was the first country to achieve independence through the
United Nations. It was also one of the first former European possessions in
Africa to gain independence.

Proclaimed a constitutional and hereditary monarchy, the new United
Kingdom of Libya was made up of three arbitrarily joined provinces:
Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, and Fezzan. The kingdom formed a federal
government with three capital cities.: Tripoli, Benghazi, and Al Bayda._ldris


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dammam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhahran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_oil_industry_in_Saudi_Arabia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idris_I_of_Libya
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