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Introduction 

 
This anthology was conceived a number of years ago whilst I was at 
University and I was looking for poetry for use in worship after picking 
up Spoken Worship by Gerard Kelly. As a creative writing student I was 
interested in the idea of using poetry within worship and Spoken 
Worship was a big influence on how I came to think about worship as a 
poet and a leader of sung worship. However, in the years that followed I 
never did find the book I was looking for. In the mean time I 
independently published my own books until I finally gained the 
confidence to seriously consider putting together a full anthology of 
worship poetry. I always intended this to be a collaborative effort and 
having come through the process now I feel blessed and truly amazed by 
the support people have given and the enthusiasm towards the idea and 
so I want to thank everyone who encouraged me in this effort. 
 
I really believe that poetry has an important role in how we worship and 
how we come into relationship with God. Poetry gives us the words that 
we do not have or cannot find, poetry helps us to see differently and it 
challenges us in the most eloquent and simple ways, as humble words 
read against silence. And as a poet I feel that it is my job to try and 
capture something of the ineffable but not try and define it. Some of the 
poets featured here have written hundreds and often thousands of 
poems, each providing a mere glimpse of our Creator, each subsequent 
poem further seeking the face of God. I believe that poetry is about 
interacting with mysteries like love and death and religion and I think 
about worship in the same way. I want to embrace the mystery of God 
but know that as I fling my arms open in awe, know that the living God 
will meet me. 
 
The poets included in this anthology are from the past and the present, 
from all over the world and from different traditions and different age 
groups. We range from vicars and scholars to scientists and doctors to 
teachers and carers to writers and artists to missionaries and 
campaigners to office managers and administrators but we all come 
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seeking God, hoping to bring glory to God in the small ways that we can, 
but in the belief that in doing so we get to see more of who God is and 
know God more. 
 
I want to thank all these contributors who have generously given 
permission for their poems to be used here, without them this book 
would not be. I also thank them for getting behind the heart of the 
project as a non-profit venture. I love the saying “there is no money in 
poetry and there is no poetry in money” as this is what I had in mind for 
this project all along - that people would be able to download it for free 
or buy it for as little as possible and use it without worrying about the 
cost of the resource. In return I ask that you respect the time and energy 
that we, the poets, have invested in this volume and that if you wish to 
use any of these poems in recordings, books, films, etc, that you seek 
our permission and that you use the resource in the spirit it is given. 
 
Finally, I truly hope that this anthology will be a blessing, that in using it 
you will be challenged, assured, encouraged, inspired, comforted, awed 
and that through using it you will come to know God deeper. 
 
 
Daniel Paul Gilbert 
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Gathering - Andy Stinson 

 
Each face has paced a thousand steps to gather here.  
Journeys walked and lessons learnt.  
Tears shed and shouts of delight cried. 
 
As we walked, we never left your sight.  
Your love abounding, surrounding,  
Resounding in every recess of our lives. 
 
At times, we have felt closer than ever before.  
At times, we have felt frozen  
Permafrost gripping our hearts and minds,  
Wondering, will we ever find our way home? 
 
So, let us gather here.  
Called from every corner.  
Pilgrims in pain,  
Worshipers filled with wonder 
Children of God, gathered by a Father’s love. 
 
Let our praises echo 
Let our hearts be changed  
As we gather now to worship God. 
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The Life Tide -  John Bannister Tabb 

 
Each wave that breaks upon the strand, 
How swift soe'er to spurn the sand 
And seek again the sea, 
Christ-like, within its lifted hand 
Must bear the stigma of the land 
For all eternity. 
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The Journey - Andrea Mill 

 
Look at the pebbles on the seashore, the grains of sand 
None of them are formed in an instant 
But are polished by the pounding of the waves 
Heated, cooled, cracked, broken by the ever-changing weather 
Processes designed by me that cannot be rushed 
The beauty lies in the waiting 
 
Wisdom is not formed in an instant 
It too is a polishing process 
Sanding down rough edges 
Weathered by the storms of life 
Just as in learning to walk, a child must fall many times 
Wisdom grows in the learning 
 
But even the young may grow weary until “true wisdom” is learned 
Only those who learn to surrender their own agenda will soar on 
heaven’s thermals 
Only those who learn to listen to me will gain understanding 
Only those who yield to my refining process will renew their strength 
 
You ask, “How long?” 
My child, look to the past and remember all I have done for you 
Embrace the present waiting as opportunity to grow closer to me and 
learn from me 
You will be stronger in the future when you flow with my rhythm 
I have all the answers you need if you just take the time to ask 
Your heart will be filled with hope when you live in love with me 
You need never grow faint or weary when you take time to rest in me 
 
The question is not about the length of the trial 
The answer lies in the journey of our relationship 
Where you will find love, hope, peace and all the strength you need. 
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Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven - Henry Francis Lyte 

 
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;  
To His feet Thy tribute bring!  
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,  
Who like me His praise should sing?  
Praise Him! praise Him!  
Praise the everlasting King! 
 
Praise Him for His grace and favour,  
To our fathers in distress!  
Praise Him still the same for ever,  
Slow to chide, and swift to bless!  
Praise Him! praise Him!  
Glorious in His faithfulness! 
 
Father-like, He tends and spares us;  
Well our feeble frame He knows.  
In His hands He gently bears us,  
Rescues us from all our foes,  
Praise Him! praise Him!  
Widely as His mercy flows! 
 
Frail as summer's flower we flourish:  
Blows the wind, and it is gone.  
But while mortals rise and perish,  
God endures unchanging on.  
Praise Him, Praise Him,  
Praise the high eternal One! 
 
Angels, help us to adore Him;  
Ye behold Him face to face:  
Sun and moon, bow down before Him;  
Dwellers all in time and space,  
Praise Him! praise Him!  
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