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License

THE WORK (AS DEFINED BELOW) IS PROVIDED UNDER THE TERMS OF 
THIS CREATIVE COMMONS PUBLIC LICENSE ("CCPL" OR "LICENSE"). THE 
WORK IS PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT AND/OR OTHER APPLICABLE LAW. 
ANY USE OF THE WORK OTHER THAN AS AUTHORIZED UNDER THIS 
LICENSE OR COPYRIGHT LAW IS PROHIBITED.

BY EXERCISING ANY RIGHTS TO THE WORK PROVIDED HERE, YOU 
ACCEPT AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE. TO 
THE EXTENT THIS LICENSE MAY BE CONSIDERED TO BE A CONTRACT, 
THE LICENSOR GRANTS YOU THE RIGHTS CONTAINED HERE IN 
CONSIDERATION OF YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF SUCH TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS.

1. Definitions

a. "Adaptation" means a work based upon the Work, or upon the Work and 
other pre-existing works, such as a translation, adaptation, derivative work, 
arrangement of music or other alterations of a literary or artistic work, or 
phonogram or performance and includes cinematographic adaptations or any 
other form in which the Work may be recast, transformed, or adapted 
including in any form recognizably derived from the original, except that a 
work that constitutes a Collection will not be considered an Adaptation for the 
purpose of this License. For the avoidance of doubt, where the Work is a 
musical work, performance or phonogram, the synchronization of the Work in 
timed-relation with a moving image ("synching") will be considered an 
Adaptation for the purpose of this License.

b. "Collection" means a collection of literary or artistic works, such as 
encyclopedias and anthologies, or performances, phonograms or broadcasts, or 
other works or subject matter other than works listed in Section 1(f) below, 
which, by reason of the selection and arrangement of their contents, constitute 
intellectual creations, in which the Work is included in its entirety in 
unmodified form along with one or more other contributions, each constituting 
separate and independent works in themselves, which together are assembled 
into a collective whole. A work that constitutes a Collection will not be 
considered an Adaptation (as defined above) for the purposes of this License.
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c. "Distribute" means to make available to the public the original and copies of 
the Work through sale or other transfer of ownership.

d. "Licensor" means the individual, individuals, entity or entities that offer(s) 
the Work under the terms of this License.

e. "Original Author" means, in the case of a literary or artistic work, the 
individual, individuals, entity or entities who created the Work or if no 
individual or entity can be identified, the publisher; and in addition (i) in the 
case of a performance the actors, singers, musicians, dancers, and other 
persons who act, sing, deliver, declaim, play in, interpret or otherwise perform 
literary or artistic works or expressions of folklore; (ii) in the case of a 
phonogram the producer being the person or legal entity who first fixes the 
sounds of a performance or other sounds; and, (iii) in the case of broadcasts, 
the organization that transmits the broadcast.

f. "Work" means the literary and/or artistic work offered under the terms of this 
License including without limitation any production in the literary, scientific 
and artistic domain, whatever may be the mode or form of its expression 
including digital form, such as a book, pamphlet and other writing; a lecture, 
address, sermon or other work of the same nature; a dramatic or dramatico-
musical work; a choreographic work or entertainment in dumb show; a 
musical composition with or without words; a cinematographic work to which 
are assimilated works expressed by a process analogous to cinematography; a 
work of drawing, painting, architecture, sculpture, engraving or lithography; a 
photographic work to which are assimilated works expressed by a process 
analogous to photography; a work of applied art; an illustration, map, plan, 
sketch or three-dimensional work relative to geography, topography, 
architecture or science; a performance; a broadcast; a phonogram; a 
compilation of data to the extent it is protected as a copyrightable work; or a 
work performed by a variety or circus performer to the extent it is not 
otherwise considered a literary or artistic work.

g. "You" means an individual or entity exercising rights under this License who 
has not previously violated the terms of this License with respect to the Work, 
or who has received express permission from the Licensor to exercise rights 
under this License despite a previous violation.

h. "Publicly Perform" means to perform public recitations of the Work and to 
communicate to the public those public recitations, by any means or process, 
including by wire or wireless means or public digital performances; to make 
available to the public Works in such a way that members of the public may 
access these Works from a place and at a place individually chosen by them; 
to perform the Work to the public by any means or process and the 
communication to the public of the performances of the Work, including by 
public digital performance; to broadcast and rebroadcast the Work by any 
means including signs, sounds or images.

i. "Reproduce" means to make copies of the Work by any means including 
without limitation by sound or visual recordings and the right of fixation and 
reproducing fixations of the Work, including storage of a protected 
performance or phonogram in digital form or other electronic medium.



2. Fair Dealing Rights. Nothing in this License is intended to reduce, limit, or restrict 
any uses free from copyright or rights arising from limitations or exceptions that are 
provided for in connection with the copyright protection under copyright law or other 
applicable laws.

3. License Grant. Subject to the terms and conditions of this License, Licensor 
hereby grants You a worldwide, royalty-free, non-exclusive, perpetual (for the 
duration of the applicable copyright) license to exercise the rights in the Work as 
stated below:

a. to Reproduce the Work, to incorporate the Work into one or more Collections, 
and to Reproduce the Work as incorporated in the Collections; and,

b. to Distribute and Publicly Perform the Work including as incorporated in 
Collections.

The above rights may be exercised in all media and formats whether now known or 
hereafter devised. The above rights include the right to make such modifications as 
are technically necessary to exercise the rights in other media and formats, but 
otherwise you have no rights to make Adaptations. Subject to 8(f), all rights not 
expressly granted by Licensor are hereby reserved, including but not limited to the 
rights set forth in Section 4(d).

4. Restrictions. The license granted in Section 3 above is expressly made subject to 
and limited by the following restrictions:

a. You may Distribute or Publicly Perform the Work only under the terms of this 
License. You must include a copy of, or the Uniform Resource Identifier 
(URI) for, this License with every copy of the Work You Distribute or 
Publicly Perform. You may not offer or impose any terms on the Work that 
restrict the terms of this License or the ability of the recipient of the Work to 
exercise the rights granted to that recipient under the terms of the License. 
You may not sublicense the Work. You must keep intact all notices that refer 
to this License and to the disclaimer of warranties with every copy of the 
Work You Distribute or Publicly Perform. When You Distribute or Publicly 
Perform the Work, You may not impose any effective technological measures 
on the Work that restrict the ability of a recipient of the Work from You to 
exercise the rights granted to that recipient under the terms of the License. 
This Section 4(a) applies to the Work as incorporated in a Collection, but this 
does not require the Collection apart from the Work itself to be made subject 
to the terms of this License. If You create a Collection, upon notice from any 
Licensor You must, to the extent practicable, remove from the Collection any 
credit as required by Section 4(c), as requested.

b. You may not exercise any of the rights granted to You in Section 3 above in 
any manner that is primarily intended for or directed toward commercial 
advantage or private monetary compensation. The exchange of the Work for 
other copyrighted works by means of digital file-sharing or otherwise shall not 
be considered to be intended for or directed toward commercial advantage or 
private monetary compensation, provided there is no payment of any monetary 
compensation in connection with the exchange of copyrighted works.



c. If You Distribute, or Publicly Perform the Work or Collections, You must, 
unless a request has been made pursuant to Section 4(a), keep intact all 
copyright notices for the Work and provide, reasonable to the medium or 
means You are utilizing: (i) the name of the Original Author (or pseudonym, if 
applicable) if supplied, and/or if the Original Author and/or Licensor designate 
another party or parties (e.g., a sponsor institute, publishing entity, journal) for 
attribution ("Attribution Parties") in Licensor's copyright notice, terms of 
service or by other reasonable means, the name of such party or parties; (ii) 
the title of the Work if supplied; (iii) to the extent reasonably practicable, the 
URI, if any, that Licensor specifies to be associated with the Work, unless 
such URI does not refer to the copyright notice or licensing information for 
the Work. The credit required by this Section 4(c) may be implemented in any 
reasonable manner; provided, however, that in the case of a Collection, at a 
minimum such credit will appear, if a credit for all contributing authors of 
Collection appears, then as part of these credits and in a manner at least as 
prominent as the credits for the other contributing authors. For the avoidance 
of doubt, You may only use the credit required by this Section for the purpose 
of attribution in the manner set out above and, by exercising Your rights under 
this License, You may not implicitly or explicitly assert or imply any 
connection with, sponsorship or endorsement by the Original Author, Licensor 
and/or Attribution Parties, as appropriate, of You or Your use of the Work, 
without the separate, express prior written permission of the Original Author, 
Licensor and/or Attribution Parties.

d. For the avoidance of doubt:
i. Non-waivable Compulsory License Schemes. In those jurisdictions 

in which the right to collect royalties through any statutory or 
compulsory licensing scheme cannot be waived, the Licensor reserves 
the exclusive right to collect such royalties for any exercise by You of 
the rights granted under this License;

ii. Waivable Compulsory License Schemes. In those jurisdictions in 
which the right to collect royalties through any statutory or compulsory 
licensing scheme can be waived, the Licensor reserves the exclusive 
right to collect such royalties for any exercise by You of the rights 
granted under this License if Your exercise of such rights is for a 
purpose or use which is otherwise than noncommercial as permitted 
under Section 4(b) and otherwise waives the right to collect royalties 
through any statutory or compulsory licensing scheme; and,

iii. Voluntary License Schemes. The Licensor reserves the right to 
collect royalties, whether individually or, in the event that the Licensor 
is a member of a collecting society that administers voluntary licensing 
schemes, via that society, from any exercise by You of the rights 
granted under this License that is for a purpose or use which is 
otherwise than noncommercial as permitted under Section 4(b).

e. Except as otherwise agreed in writing by the Licensor or as may be otherwise 
permitted by applicable law, if You Reproduce, Distribute or Publicly Perform 
the Work either by itself or as part of any Collections, You must not distort, 
mutilate, modify or take other derogatory action in relation to the Work which 
would be prejudicial to the Original Author's honor or reputation.



5. Representations, Warranties and Disclaimer

UNLESS OTHERWISE MUTUALLY AGREED BY THE PARTIES IN WRITING, 
LICENSOR OFFERS THE WORK AS-IS AND MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS 
OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND CONCERNING THE WORK, EXPRESS, 
IMPLIED, STATUTORY OR OTHERWISE, INCLUDING, WITHOUT 
LIMITATION, WARRANTIES OF TITLE, MERCHANTIBILITY, FITNESS FOR 
A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, NONINFRINGEMENT, OR THE ABSENCE OF 
LATENT OR OTHER DEFECTS, ACCURACY, OR THE PRESENCE OF 
ABSENCE OF ERRORS, WHETHER OR NOT DISCOVERABLE. SOME 
JURISDICTIONS DO NOT ALLOW THE EXCLUSION OF IMPLIED 
WARRANTIES, SO SUCH EXCLUSION MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU.

6. Limitation on Liability. EXCEPT TO THE EXTENT REQUIRED BY 
APPLICABLE LAW, IN NO EVENT WILL LICENSOR BE LIABLE TO YOU ON 
ANY LEGAL THEORY FOR ANY SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, 
PUNITIVE OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THIS LICENSE OR 
THE USE OF THE WORK, EVEN IF LICENSOR HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE 
POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

7. Termination

a. This License and the rights granted hereunder will terminate automatically 
upon any breach by You of the terms of this License. Individuals or entities 
who have received Collections from You under this License, however, will not 
have their licenses terminated provided such individuals or entities remain in 
full compliance with those licenses. Sections 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 8 will survive 
any termination of this License.

b. Subject to the above terms and conditions, the license granted here is perpetual 
(for the duration of the applicable copyright in the Work). Notwithstanding the 
above, Licensor reserves the right to release the Work under different license 
terms or to stop distributing the Work at any time; provided, however that any 
such election will not serve to withdraw this License (or any other license that 
has been, or is required to be, granted under the terms of this License), and this 
License will continue in full force and effect unless terminated as stated 
above.

8. Miscellaneous

a. Each time You Distribute or Publicly Perform the Work or a Collection, the 
Licensor offers to the recipient a license to the Work on the same terms and 
conditions as the license granted to You under this License.

b. If any provision of this License is invalid or unenforceable under applicable 
law, it shall not affect the validity or enforceability of the remainder of the 
terms of this License, and without further action by the parties to this 
agreement, such provision shall be reformed to the minimum extent necessary 
to make such provision valid and enforceable.



c. No term or provision of this License shall be deemed waived and no breach 
consented to unless such waiver or consent shall be in writing and signed by 
the party to be charged with such waiver or consent.

d. This License constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with respect 
to the Work licensed here. There are no understandings, agreements or 
representations with respect to the Work not specified here. Licensor shall not 
be bound by any additional provisions that may appear in any communication 
from You. This License may not be modified without the mutual written 
agreement of the Licensor and You.

e. The rights granted under, and the subject matter referenced, in this License 
were drafted utilizing the terminology of the Berne Convention for the 
Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (as amended on September 28, 
1979), the Rome Convention of 1961, the WIPO Copyright Treaty of 1996, 
the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty of 1996 and the Universal 
Copyright Convention (as revised on July 24, 1971). These rights and subject 
matter take effect in the relevant jurisdiction in which the License terms are 
sought to be enforced according to the corresponding provisions of the 
implementation of those treaty provisions in the applicable national law. If the 
standard suite of rights granted under applicable copyright law includes 
additional rights not granted under this License, such additional rights are 
deemed to be included in the License; this License is not intended to restrict 
the license of any rights under applicable law.



Introduction

I was searching for someone to write an introduction to this collection of my writings 
titled Lights till I realized that I myself was the fittest person to introduce this 
collection as I have the best insight about the motivation behind these works.

As a whole these writings reflect my journey through the maze of life by which I refer 
to the constant evolution of my thoughts, feelings and beliefs as they form and reform 
as a result of constant growth. This growth does not come in a day, nor should it ever 
stop. When it stops, a person stagnates.

Now, most of my writings are pessimistic, dark and even fatalistic. This is due to the 
fact that these were written in a period of great depression in my life. I was brought 
up, by and large, by my grandparents. They were people of high cultural and 
intellectual richness and imbibed in me the highest ideals of humanity as they saw it. 
But it was my inability to live according to those high ideals which created a great 
conflict within my self, which ultimately took many years to resolve. The greatest 
reason behind this feeling was violence which was induced and was aided by an 
unstable temperament and impulsiveness. But to be candid, I even as a child was 
difficult to deal with. From outwards I was aggressive, extrovert and hard but inside I 
was highly sensitive, soft and vulnerable. I had not reached the maturity of realizing 
the shallowness of the general standards as set down upon us by various forms of 
authority and portrayed myself according to those standards. I don’t know whether 
my grandfather had foreseen the great conflict and crisis of conscience that would 
eventually result when he named me Vivek (it means conscience). With the coming of 
adolescence the situation worsened. I sought refuge in intoxicants to escape the 
depression that is inextricably linked with such a conflict, which further compounded 
the problems. I found solace in the preoccupation with evil as exemplified by Byron 
and Nietzsche. But whatever I did I could not escape my conscience and the moral 
anguish remained.

After a point in time the inevitable happened. The conflict between my conscience 
and my actions reached its highest point and fortunately for me my conscience 
prevailed. I renounced my former self and all that goes with it. Rousseau once said 
“Man is born free but everywhere he is in chains” which is interpreted by some to be 
testimony of the fact that society corrupts individual goodness. Empirically that too 
will be my conclusion. So, I name this collection Lights as it reflects the initial 
flickering of hope and light that I so desperately sought in the darkest days of my life 
to the present realization that happiness comes from within. The journey from Inferno 
through Chiaroscuro Purgatorio to Paradiso.



Black Rose

It blows in the air,
A lone face stands out in the fair.
It does not like its existence
Life has been nothing but a sarcastic scorn,
He curses the day he was born.
That’s the black rose,
Got an addiction for overdose 
Of pain
Everything's lost, nothing to gain.
"Bloody God", he says,
"Nothing is true",
Everything isn't what it appears to be
Nowhere to go to,
Black, cos' circumstances made him so.
Lost all hope 
No one understood his love,
Betrayed and fooled by everyone he believed,
How long can he cope?
He loves no fun,
Somewhere in between lost his laughter,
Now he stands on the ledge,
Needs just one step further.

Dreams Broken, Hopes Shattered.
- Third Quarter,2000

 



Streets of Modern Age

You destroy yourself,
In search for power and pelf
This is insanity,
I cannot see 
How this could be?
The fate of humanity.

Humans selling humanity
Without any second thoughts
All those men in vain they fought, 
For false vanity.
God filled with rage
The human spirit sold in the streets
Of Modern Age.

Kings fight each other,
And the ordinary man suffers
Hate for sale 
In the streets of 
Modern Age.

Let us stop this madness,
Let us be what we should be,
Let us start afresh’
Before Homo sapiens breathes its last breath.

-Third Quarter,2000



Il Penserose(The Pensive Man)

Broken and shattered
I begin to write this letter 
To whoever may care.
Every single day of torment
All these years of discontent
Every disappointment, every regret,
Every single smile I faked
What I’ve learnt in all these years
That made me queasy
Every single fear
To sum it all in a few lines is not easy.

I  was rather fine
Seeing the world in rainbow colored glass
Then suddenly, destiny,
Pulled the glasses out
Blinded it was all black
In desperation,
Like a lunatic for help I shout
But no one answered
Now I’m locked in this impasse.

I searched for sense
In this senseless place
I searched for a known face.
I searched for a way to end violence
I searched for happiness
With dreams of an eternal resting place
I put myself in immure
I hurled myself in a ball of fire
At last! With fresh air came the morning sun
The end of the run
Every answer lies in the funeral pyre.
Now he has hope,
Il penserose.

No use in fighting destiny
What will, will always be,
Shedding my prestige and pelf
Finally discovering myself
Everything I now have
As I lie asleep in god’s lap.

-First Quarter,2001



The Search
Surrounded by people, I stood lonesome
In search of an answer I left home
Left everything I ever had
Gibberish of a madman
Shrugged off everything secure in pursuit of someone.

I went from the frosted deserts of Alaska 
To the golden burying grounds of the Sahara.
From the ancient pyramids
To the loneliest streets
From the Indus valley
Myself I carry
Left stranded 
The deepest sea, I searched in vain
Returned empty handed.

What am I but a fool 
In search of a sip of wisdom 
In this sea of ocean.
In the streets of human sacrilege
I found the Lucifer’s gleam
Among the inaudible screams.
Every time you hate 
You resign yourself to fate
The world began to crumble,
I stood standing, while others for shelter they scramble
But this time I did not fumble:
I changed destiny
As I confined, myself in this self created alternate reality.

At! I saw light
In the blinding darkness of a no-moon night
Him at last I find
In an uncharted territory of my mind.
I tell him my tale of woe
My dear, alter ego.

-First Quarter,2001



The Fallen Prince

Sitting in a dark room
He wastes wasted himself,
Engulfed with smoky gloom
With his eroded pelf,
Feels a rainbow of emotions,
As he closes in on doom
A little too soon;
An unanswered sos
And a metropolitan loneliness,
Alone stands against the raging storm
Perhaps an indication of his inner form.

"Is truth itself a lie?"
Lost in this world of
Contradictions, paradoxes and metaphor ,
Is his disillusion, an illusion?
He wonders,
Tired of all this blood and gore
In this world of misery and pain
No one's really well,
"Who can say that heaven
Is not hell?"

A diamond in the rough
Drowns himself in poison puff.
"What is life?
Some stinking chemicals,
Or a quest for satisfaction spiritual?
Is reality real?
Is hate fear."
AH! To see life from the rear.
In the abysmal depths of an altered state
He realizes what it is but fate.
In an exit less maze,
Slowly he decays,
As hopeless as the ant flying towards it's death
At long last! He's out of breath.
All the water of this world 
Can wash his sins
The fallen prince.

-Second Quarter,2001



First Anti-Christ
In the calm valleys coated with green fur 
With the wind blowing softly, the world serene, 
Recollects the chosen emperor
In blur, 
The scene, 
Betrayed only by a child taking his first step to manhood
Segregated, sits alone in quarantine, 
His turbulent smoky eyes thinking what should not or should
An Olympian in the making.
Ten flickerings of the eye have come since
Has found the answers or so he thinks,
Unites the quarrelsome family 
As he lays down the foundation stone of the land of the free
Before realizes he, 
That all these time his eyes had been the absentee
That his family consists of entire humanity,
That he will unite

   The infinite, small factions
   Even if he has to fight, He made it his mission 
   That he would eradicate centuries of ceaseless suffering
   He would make the world one, 
   Before humanity is as guilty as sin 
   He would stop it before it all begun.

After another ten moments of failing 
Though his body ailing, 
His soul again smiles one last time,
He pleads the father
To forgive the creatures,
For their unknowingness 
Then he vanishes into nothingness, 
As close as a man will get to be divine 
As he unites with sunshine.
Man made a deal with the devil
And condemned god evil, 
And the priests enlist, 
The Almighty as Anti-Christ.

-9th June, 2001



Lord of the Unknown

In the dark alleys of an unknown street
In the limitless vacuum of eternity,
Stands in discreet
In the forbidden hell of inner city.
Wait for the fatal kiss,
From the prince,
Who stands in front of the tombstone
Hear the chilling baritone,
Of the Lord of the Unknown.
Close your eyes, and open your mind
Then only can you hope to find,
He who hides the roots of the plants he has sown
The mysterious Lord of the Unknown.

Break open the door,
One cannot afford to ignore,
The hidden truth; the deep yes anymore.
Realize our nescience,
And dare to cross the fence,
Into the middle of the sixth sense.

The faceless man you must face,
And the form of the formless you embrace
To immortalize yourself in this fabric of time and space.

-21st July,2001



The Decision

Dark clouds loom over the horizon today,
And the road goes on and on without an end; 
The descent before we ascend
And my heart, runaway 
A ticket to nowhere, one way.
Might be broken, but will not buckle or bend, 
Will see this through till the bitter end
Before I go far and away.

I will just go out there and do what I do best,
Run over the tightrope;
Shine, when the times are adverse 
The last fight before in peace I rest.
A pie of wisdom and a penny of hope, 
Richer than the richest man’s purse.

-9th September, 2001



Utopia

 A world of unity and strength-

Driven by Liberty seeking Equality

Of free thoughts and tolerance, Passionate about fraternity.

May the buds develop into beautiful flowers, 

The spell-binding beauty of the garden;hear the call 

Cared for by nature watered by showers, 

A dream of One World.

Let the states develop in harmony, 

The national replace factional: 

The less developed ones should develop similarly 

To achieve the goal of International. 

This dream I want to share

A mere dream? Nay inevitable reality:

I announce to all those who care-

An honest and ideal polity. 

  -2 3. 0 9. 2 0 0 3
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