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A Grand Introduc on

Hello, I’m glad you dropped in.

Think of this as a scrapbook of thoughts, poems, and ideas that came to

mind during the year 2020 and all that went with it.

Perhaps by the time you read this some of my observations will have been

proved wrong, or perhaps they will have been proved right. Stranger things

havehappened. Whatever the casemaybe, this is a frank recordofmy thoughts

as the months of 2020 droned on and on.

Take them as youwill. I’m just thankful that you took the time to read them!

Who knows, maybe one day soon we can get together and discuss ideas in

person.
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Let’s hope,

Kelvin Bueckert

www.kelvinbueckert.com

***

Visit Kelvin Bueckert on Facebook.

Watch Kelvin Bueckert on Youtube.

Listen to electronic/pop act Vividbluesun on Spotify and all major streaming

services.

***

Thought of the Day. Moving forward means that you will leave some things

behind. But, that’s the price we pay to move on from the no-name weiners.
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The Dumbing Down

Photo by Steve Johnson on Pexels.com

Once I could see the world behind her eyes

churning with chaos

and tossed by desire
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her smile was blinding

pulling me under

her spell

tantalizing

She was happy to give memore

even as what she gave

left me numb

unfeeling

unseeing

wide awake

but never dreaming

I was an alcoholic boasting

even though I had become nothing

but a monochrome paint by number painting

I was smiling

but only because her drug was erasing

my sense of life

Still, I couldn’t help remembering

how I used to live

in wonder and anticipation

how happy I was when I had nothing

but my imagination

vivid, abstract, and full of meaning
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Violence! Mayhem! Destruc on! And

Other Great Reasons to Send Us Money!
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Photo by Ashutosh Sonwani on Pexels.com

4

https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-wearing-mask-sitting-down-and-holding-newspaper-with-fire-1852389


VIOLENCE! MAYHEM! DESTRUCTION! AND OTHER GREAT REASONS TO...

We live in a time of turmoil and confusion.

Left attacking right!

Right attacking left!

Crazy Billy is attacking that box of donuts like there is no tomorrow!

These are real problems…and I don’t justmean crazy Billy and his unhealthy

eating habits.

People are unhappy and angry about it.

The system has failed them.

If you ask people why the system has failed, the answer you get depends on

whether the person you are asking is on the left or the right…or if they are the

one sitting on the sidelines with a wicked smile, watching everybody scream

it out.

The funny thing is, these people have more in common than they think…

each side blames the other, using the same type of rhetoric…each side sends

out sensational newsletters and press releases that strangely enough, all end

in exactly the sameway, asking formoney to help themwin the battle for right

and truth.

The question is, what is truth?

Is truth simply something that I create and define in order to achieve my

own objectives? If so, why should anybody else care? Everybody else has their

own objectives and truths that they hold to…my truth is only one of many

possible truths. Or is it?

Could it be that truth is simply reality? [Truth = Reality.]

What really is.

Truth isn’t something that I canmake up to suit my own agenda. I may wish

to believe that I am a superhero and take a flying leap off a skyscraper…but

the reality of gravity, the truth, will bring me back down to Earth very quickly.

Yep. Truth hurts sometimes. Sometimes it really hurts.

Still, can’t we all agree that truth [reality] is really what we all hunger for?

Pornography has it’s airbrushed promises of perfect pleasure…but it leaves

us hungry for a real relationship. Imperfect as they are…

That sensational news story may say everything that we want to believe…

but it still leaves us wondering what really happened. As boring as the reality
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of a situation often is…

That exciting sermonmaymake us feel like we’re on top of the world…but

during the week we are left wondering why bad things happen to good people.

As hard as it is to wrestle through the deeper questions of life…

What we need to change the reality of a situation…is to face the reality of a

situation.

We’ve screwedupas a society. We’ve allowedour determination for personal

comfort, for personal glory…I’ll say it…our, pride, to blind us to the advantages

that come with working for a greater good.

Yeah, it’s tough to sit down and listen to somebodywhohas a viewpoint than

I do. However, if it helps in some small way to build connection, community,

is it worth it?

But so and so did that horrible, terrible, bad thing! I know…I know…I’m

not saying we overlook criminal behavior…where people are proven to have

engaged in criminal behavior, they should be punished for that.

However, if we want to have civilization, we need to agree that everyone is

equal before the law. Not make exceptions for those people we don’t like…

or those people with different skin colors…or those evil people who foolishly

don’t donate to this blog writing ministry. There must be one law for all the

people…fair trials available for all people, innocent until proven guilty…not

innocent until some dingbat at the coffee shopmakes up a cool story.

Our civilization was built by people like Martin Luther King…people who

gave their very lives so that truth and right could march forward. Countless

others have also sacrificed in order for us to have a democratic system and a

[mostly] free way of life in North America. [Yep, compared to the rest of the

world, it’s still pretty free.]

Are we really willing to blow all this to pieces for the sake of some self-

serving agenda? If so, what does that say about us?

Let’s be honest, you don’t know everything…neither does that cool pastor…

that amazing politician…or that wonderful pizza delivery boy.

Can we all agree to seek the truth…nomatter how hard it may be to find it?

Do we have the courage to stop sharing those sensational stories we aren’t

really sure they’re true…but you know, I wouldn’t be surprised if they were.
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VIOLENCE! MAYHEM! DESTRUCTION! AND OTHER GREAT REASONS TO...

Let’s behonest,we’ve all had thosedayswherewe’vefinisheda conversation

and thought…ohmy goodness, I said that!? That’s not what I meant at all!

Are we strong enough to give the other side the benefit of the doubt?

Can we all agree to reach across the party lines and listen…really, listen to

what the other side is saying? [I didn’t say agree to it…I said, listen…and try to

understand why they are saying those kinds of things.]

Are we willing to do the hard things instead of the easy things…if we know

that everyone will benefit from it?

Can we all agree to de-escalate the culture war and to instead, go to war

for the benefit of the poor and homeless in our own communities? [Yeah, it’s

easier to be passionate about stuff far away. I’m asking you to do the hard

thing. Be passionate about the outrageous things right at home…stuff you can

actually do something about.]

Yeah, yeah, it’s hard to be civilized. But being civil…you know…makes us

civilized. Whichhas certain advantages to it too…forone, peoplewon’tmistake

us for baboons…for another, we can do our part to avoid unnecessary conflict.

As fun as violence and destruction is…I can’t help but wonder if there are

more constructive things we could be doing with our time.

***

Thought of the Day. Have some spare McDonald’s coupons if anybody is

getting ready for Valentine’s Day. PMme if you need some.
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The Camera Lies
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THE CAMERA LIES

Photo by Kaique Rocha on Pexels.com
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