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THOUGHT RELICS





I
AST night I dreamt that I was the same
J boy that I had been before my mother

died. She sat in a room in a garden house on

the bank of the Ganges. I carelessly passed by
without paying attention to her, when all of a

sudden it flashed through my mind with an un-

utterable longing that my mother was there.

At once I stopped and went back to her and

bowing low touched her feet with my head.

She held my hand, looked into my face, and

said: "You have come!"

In this great world we carelessly pass by the

room where Mother sits. Her storeroom is

open when we want our food, our bed is ready

when we must sleep. Only that touch and that

voice are wanting. We are moving about, but

never coming close to the personal presence,

to be held by the hand and greeted: "You have

come!"



IN my early years, I did not know that

my sight had become impaired. The first

day when, by chance, I put on a pair of eye-

glasses I found that I had suddenly come nearer

to everything. I felt I had gained the world

twice as much as had been given to me the

moment before.

There is such a thing as coming to the nearer

presence of the world through the soul. It is

like a real home-coming into this world. It is

gaining the world more than can be measured

—

like gaining an instrument, not merely by hav-

ing it, but by producing upon it music.

4]



SPIRITUAL life is the emancipation of

consciousness. Through it we find im-

mediate response of soul everywhere. Before

we attain this life, we see men through the me-

dium of self-interest, prejudice or classification,

because of the perpetual remoteness around us

which we cannot cross over. When the veil

is removed, we not only see the fleeting forms

of the world, but come close to its eternal be-

ing, which is ineffable beauty.

Some seek for the evidence of spiritual truth

in the outside world. In this quest one may
stumble upon ghosts or some super-sensual

phenomenon of nature, but these do not lead

us to spiritual truth, as new words in a diction-

ary do not give us literature.



TO-DAY is the special day of the yearly

festival of our asram, and we must make
time to realise in the heart of this place the

truth which is beauty. And for this we have

lighted our lamps. In the morning, the sun

came out brightly; in the dusk the stars held

up their lights. But these were not sufficient

for us. Until we light our own little lamps,

the world of lights in the sky is in vain, and un-

less we make our own preparations, the great

wealth of the world preparations remains wait-

ing like a lute for the finger touch.

[6]



I
NEED have no anxiety about the world

of nature. The sun does not wait to be

trimmed by me.

But from the early morning all my thoughts

are occupied by this little world of my self.

Its importance is owing to the fact that I have

a world given to me which is mine. It is great

because I have the power to make it worthy

of its relationship with me; it is great, because

by its help I can offer my own hospitality to

the God of all the world.

[7
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