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HENRY THE 

MAGPIE



My name is Henry, and I am a popular Australian native bird 

known as the Australian magpie. Today, I am going to share 

some information about our species.



Like all magpies, we have a mixture of black and white feathers, 

we have red eyes, a blue-grey bill with a dark tip, our legs are 

black, our head, belly and tail tip are all black, and on our 

shoulders, wings, lower back, tail, and the back of our head, we 

have splashes of white.



My partner’s feather colours are slightly different. While I have 

white feathers on my back, she has spotted white and grey 

feathers. We live in most areas of Australia, and we live up to 

30 years of age.                                                



My partner and I will live in the same place our whole lives. 

That means we will stay in the same area, in the same town, 

and live on the same street for our entire lives.



We prefer a place that has one or more tall trees, such as a gum 

tree, with a lot of open space and grassland. During the day, we 

fly to nearby trees in our space to spot any intruders and walk 

on the ground to look for food.



Did you know the top of my head is called the crown. The bill is 

what we use to eat. The breast is the largest part of our front 

body. Another name for our back is called the mantle. The back 

of our neck is called the nape, and our tail is what we use for 

flying. 



Did you know that feathers keep us warm, protect us from the 

cold and rain, and they give each magpie their unique colour 

markings. The main feathers that cover our body are called 

vaned feathers, and the feathers in the wings and tail are called 

primary flight feathers, which we use for flying.



We enjoy singing in the morning before dawn and just before 

nighttime. This is known as carolling. Other magpies in the 

area will often join us, and we sing together in a duet.



During the day, we spend a lot of time looking for food in our 

territory. We use our bills to probe the grass and soil to find 

food. We like to eat worms, snails, and different insects such as 

cockroaches and ants. We will also eat grain and birdseed.



We can hear the sound of grubs and worms living under the 

soil, so if you ever see us turn our heads to one side while 

walking across the grass, that’s because we are hunting for 

food?



My partner will create a bird nest in a large tree during the 

breeding season. The nest is shaped like a bowl and is made of 

sticks and twigs. The inside is lined with soft materials such as 

grass, hair, and tree bark.



The bird nest is about 15 meters above the ground. Each year, 

we lay a clutch of two to five eggs. The eggs are greenish or 

light blue in colour, oval-shaped, and measure about 3 to 4 cm.



My partner will keep the eggs warm for approximately three 

weeks, and then one or more baby magpies or chicks will be 

born. We continue feeding the chicks for about 4 weeks before 

they are ready to fly.



The chicks will open their eyes around 10 days old. They are 

born naked, but fine baby feathers will begin to grow after the 

first week they are born. 
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