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How To Improve Your eCommerce
Search Engine Rankings With Link
Building

You got your online store up and running.
Great!

Now it’s time to get some traffic and make some sales. And let’s face

it - getting traffic is hard.
It doesn’t have to be.

I’m going to share with you the exact link building tactics that helped
me improve my search engine rankings, increase my traffic and grow

the sales of my store.
But first let’s get something out of the way:
If you are here to learn fast link building, you’re in the wrong place.

Link building is a growth strategy that requires a significant time
investment and efforts on your side. Prepare yourself to do a lot of

work.

Now, let’s get our feet wet!



Why SEO is good for eCommerce?

As Andrew Chen says, there are only few ways to scale user growth.
In my opinion, this applies to eCommerce traffic and sales, too.
These ways are:

- paid acquisition

- virality

- SEO

Paid acquisition for eCommerce

If you are aware of the Lean Startup, by now you’ve validated the

demand for the things you sell.

During the validation stage, it’s likely that you used paid channels to
get that initial boost in your traffic and acquire your first customers.
Using Adwords, as StartupBros suggest, is a quick way to validate

your business idea on the cheap.
Yet:

Paid acquisition might not be the perfect solution for your online

store in the long term.

Buying customers directly through ads will cut your already razor

thin eCommerce margins.


http://andrewchen.co/theres-only-a-few-ways-to-scale-user-growth-and-heres-the-list/

If you are in a drop shipping eCommerce business, it’s likely that you

have 5 to 20% product margin on your sales.
Make this simple calculation:

How much it costs you to acquire a paying customer through
AdWords (or other paid acquisition channel)? And what are the
return on investment (ROI) per paying customer and the customer
lifetime value (CLTV)?

With my store, it costed me roughly $30 to get a paying customer
through AdWords. And the CLTV was below that. I was losing

money. Not good!

Virality for eCommerce
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If you have an innovative, unique, custom-made product a la
Kickstarter, viral word of mouth could work for you. Also, you can
achieve virality with a good marketing strategy. And for some it did
work. (hint: TheDollarShaveClub)

But what if you are selling a commodity? Would your friends love the
office supplies you sell so much to share them with the whole wide
web? Yeah, that’s what I thought.

Even if you produce a unique product, you still need to design your
viral loop and have a viral engine in place. Think here lots of A/B

testing and experiments.

Improve your store’s search engine rankings and get
more sales with SEO

There’s no doubt that you can get more sales for your online store
and improve your search engine rankings by doing off-page SEO.

Link building in particular.
Let me show you:

Brian Dean of Backlinko shares how one of his readers managed to

increase his online store’s referral traffic by getting quality backlinks:


http://www.dollarshaveclub.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Viral-Loop-Facebook-Businesses-Themselves/dp/1401323499
http://backlinko.com/ecommerce-seo

Referral Traffic
Boost

Jan 29 Jan 30 Jan 31

At our Bulgarian store, we managed to get almost 3,000 organic
traffic sessions for 3 months, just a month after our launch. Bare in

mind that we are using a brand new domain for the store.

Acquisition
Sessions 4 % New New Users
Sessions
6,362 78.81% 5,014

1 m Organic Search 2,506 -
2 W Referral 1,618 -
3 | Direct 1,538 -
4  Social 647 .
5 m Paid Search 53 |

Also about 80% of our referral traffic is coming from our link

building efforts.


http://mengear.bg

% New Sessions New Users
ol Sessions ¥ Bounce Rate

2,524 71.87% 1,814 48.77%

% of Total: Avg for View: % of Total: Avg for View:
30.44% (8,293) 75.23% (-4.47%) 29.08% (6,239) 57.58% (-15.30%)

1. strangera.com 322 (12.76%) 68.32% 220 (12.13%) 14.29%
2. simple-share-buttons.com 231 (9.15%) 99.57% 230 (12.68%) 100.00%
3. smartmoney.bg 196 (7.77%) 84.18% 165 (9.10%) 30.10%
4. forums.bgdev.org 194 (7.69%) 77.84% 151 (8.32%) 34.54%
5. lifehack.bg 98 (3.88%) 85.71% 84 (4.63%) 71.43%
6. peter.and.bilyana.net 98 (3.88%) 94.90% 93 (5.13%) 20.41%
7. free-share-buttons.com 94 (3.72%) 100.00% 94 (5.18%) 14.89%
8. olx.bg 94 (3.72%) 82.98% 78 (4.30%) 37.23%

Moreover SEO is our top revenue source and top orders source:

Top revenue sources Top orders sources
Google Google

Google CPC Search Direct visit

Facebook Google CPC Search
forums.bgdev.org Facebook

(eCommerce metrics from Metrilo)


http://metrilo.com

This result is the outcome of just about a couple of weeks of link

building.
Benefits of SEO link building for eCommerce

- You pay with your sweat. Perfect for bootstrapped
stores.

- Your product margins won’t shrink like the stock

market.
- It’s scalable.

- If targeted correctly brings people that intent to make

a purchase.

Drawbacks of SEO link building for eCommerce

- If not done well, Google might penalize your store. Do

I have to say no paid links?

- There’s no such thing as “fast link building”. Getting
quality backlinks to your store takes efforts and a lot

of hustling.

This post is a comprehensive guide to off-page link building for
eCommerce. Use it and apply it today to improve your store’s search

engine rankings.

’m going to share with you, my best actionable advice on link

building for eCommerce


http://www.sanctuarymg.com/seo-user-intent/

Feel free to share it with other eCommerce folks.

What Makes Your Online Store Link-
Worthy?

The web is built on links, right?

But what motives a site owner to link to your shop.
Here’s the deal:

Nobody cares about your online store.

The sooner you get used to this, the sooner you’ll become better at

link building. People care all about:
Them, them, them

There are many ways to make your online store more attractive for

people to link to, but the most important one is:

Be useful

The less valuable your content,
The less likely you are ever to receive a link to it.

Eric Ward, writer of “Ultimate Guide to Link Building”.



Ward continues by saying that the most useful sites are those that
provide rich quality content on a particular subject on which the

author is an authority.

Imagine you sell supplements. The supplements market is a

competitive one.
What most store owners do when they launch their online store:

Take the default distributor’s product copy and pictures and throw it

on a basic product page with a “Buy now” button.

While that approach might be fast, it’s not the best way to be useful

and get people to link to your online store.

On the opposite, check what Bodybuilding.com is doing for their
product pages:
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http://www.bodybuilding.com/store/opt/whey.html
http://www.bodybuilding.com/store/opt/whey.html

OVERALL RATING 1Lb. $2999 $

Optimum Nutrition: @
Flavor
Gold Standard 100% T Delicious Strawberry
Whey “E;ccﬂcnt Double Rich Chocolate
" 3 Read 9,407 Optimum Vanilla Ice Cream

Muscle Building Whey Protein Powder Nutrition Gold Standard
24g of Whey Protein with Amino Acids for Muscle 100% Whey Reviews.
ecovenand Srowh # Rate Product 1.9 Lbs. - Natura

Wish List Flavor

Supported Goal: Build Muscle
Main Ingredient: Whey Protein

28,750 people recommend this. Be the first of your friends. I

Chocolate

Vanilla

2Lbs. $5149 !

Flavor
Expand All (4)

BUY 1 GET FREE BONUS
ITEM

Caramel Toffee Fudge

For a limited time, buy 1 Optimum Gold Standard Chocolate Malit
100% Whey, 5 Lbs. in the flavor of your choice & get 1
Optimum Gold Standard 100% Whey, 3 Servings in Chocolate Mint

i 1
the flavor of your choice FREE! Cooking & Croa

Delicious Strawberry

Double Rich Chocolate
ABOUT = REVIEWS e
French Vanilla Creme

Mocha Cappuccino

Rocky Road

Strawberrv Banana

Gosh, so much useful information!

There are tons of content on every facet of this product.The whole
page is using a custom-built design that looks like a magazine review.
There’s info on the servings, tastes, way of consuming, ingredients
and loads of customer reviews. It could be the best resource on the

web about this whey protein.

Bodybuilding.com is an excellent example of how an online store can
add rich, relevant content and build a community around its

products. Also make sales along the way.
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Getting links naturally will decrease your
manual link building efforts
In a recent webinar, Rand from Moz, talked about the importance of
being link-worthy and likable.
The process of link building today has reversed.
You don’t build links anymore; you earn links naturally.

If you can’t earn links naturally, not only can you not get

links fast enough and not get good ones. You also are

probably earning links that Google doesn’t even want to

count or may even penalize you for. It's nearly

impossible to earn links with just good, unique content.

Rand Fishkin “Why Good Unique Content Needs to
Die.”

To earn links naturally you must create content that’s 10x better

than the competition, says Rand.
The 10x concept is not something new.

In his latest lecture “Competition is for losers”, Peter Thiel (founder

of Paypal) said that to conquer a market, you must be 10x better:

My sort of crazy, somewhat arbitrary rule of thumb is

you want to have a technology that’s an order of
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_0dVHMpJlo

magnitude better than the next best thing. So Amazon
had over ten times as many books, it may not have been
that high tech, but you figure oh well it can sell ten times

as many books and be more efficient along the way.

Peter Thiel

Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_odVHMpJlo&t=20mos

For MenGear, we hired a junior copywriter to write unique product
descriptions for every product on the site. Because the products we
sell are hard to find on the local market, it was easy to create unique

product descriptions.

The least words per product copy were 300 words. That way we had

over 200 hundred web pages of unique product copy.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5%5C_0dVHMpJlo&t=20m0s

Ouwe nbpBusa NbT Npe3 1977-ma, KoraTo BuAS
nyncupauiarta ceeTnMHa 1 Toea byueHe B
\ 6yHranoTto Ha O6u YaH KeHobu Tu belue

SICHO, Ye UCKall Aa UMaLl TaKbB..
MbpBOHayanHo He Helue cbBCEM CUrypeH KakBO TOYHO € TOBa, MeybT obaye Te
rpabHa cbc cBOsiTa Mol M KpacoTa. M aopu cera 30 roguHu No-KbCHO TH BCE
oule ro uckaw. E npusTento, HaCTbNU YaCbT, Aa Ce NPUCHEAUHULL B peauumTe
Ha OxepanTe (Mnm Cutute). Bpeme e a ce BbOPaXuLl C e4HO OT Hai-
obuuaHnUTe OpBXUS Ha BCUUKM BpeMeHa: Star Wars Force FX cBeTnuMHeH meu!

“Force FX" yacTTa 0603HauaBa, Ye Te3n CBET/IMHHN MEYOBe Ca ONakoBaHW CbC
CBPBX TEXHONOMUM OT ranakTuka, KOSTO e Aaney, Janey oT TyK - KOeTo UM
nNpuAaBa TOYHU CBETMHU U 3ByUM. A U ,CMEHSAEMOTO ocTpue” 03Hauasa, ue,
SIBHO OCTPUETO Ce CMeHA. MoXeLl Aa ro CBanuLl U A4a HOCULL ApbXKaTa Ha
6eapoTo cu, a cnea ToBa Aa NOCTaBUL ocTpueTo (Ypes BrpaieHns CKpUT
BMHT) 1 Aa ce npebopuLL C BCAKA HaneyeHa cuTyauus.

MomeHT, uma u owe! OCTpMeTo CBETBA OT J0/IHATa CM YacT KbM ropHaTa (aa,
CbC 3BYK, pa3bupa ce) v ce U3kNOYBA OT BbpXa KbM ApbXxkaTta (ga, nak uma
3ByK). KoraTo uckalu Aa nopasuiu NpoTUBHKUKA, YyBall oHoBa ByyeHe, KoeTo
TV € Taka No3HAaTO M TO/IKOBA MHOro 06uyaLl. Bcsiko 3amaxBaHe e BKAoYU
cobcTBeH 3ByKkoB edekT, a Bceku yaap Ha meya B Apyr (MM B KaKbBTO U Aae
Apyr 06ekT) we aobasu 3BykoBa ekcnno3sus. Star Wars Force FX cBeTanHeH
MeuY CbC CMEeHSIeMO OCTpUe e eJHO UCTUHCKMU OPBXUE OT NO-LUMBUIU30BAHOTO

Bpeme.

We still have to work on achieving the 10x effect!
Before creating your link building campaign you should ask yourself:

- Are my product pages 10x better than my closest

competitor?

- Are my product descriptions 10x better than my

closest competitor?

- Is my product photography 10x better than my next

best competitor?

- Is my store genuinely useful for my customers?
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- Is the UX of my online store 10x better than my

competition’s store?

Being useful gets you backlinks and makes your store grow. Products

don’t.

In this case, is link building dead?

While I had my best results with off-page SEO, a more increasing

trend is improving your site’s user experience.
How to measure UX when it comes to SEO?

- CTR (click-through rate) - what % of people click on
your store on the search engine results page (SERP).
CTR indicates how relevant are your pages to the

people searching for a particular term.

With online stores, people usually search about a
product. They either are looking for information about
the product or are using a long-tail keyword when they

have a buying intent.

- Time on site - your visitors should stay on your site

for more than a minute.

Include interlinking sections like “Relevant products”,
8 p

“Product reviews”, “Users also bought”, etc. These
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sections can increase customers’ time on your site and

general engagement with your products.

Amazon is an excellent example of this. They are
pretty good at making you spend more time (and

money) on their site:

Frequently Bought Together

K INSIDE!
S Price For Both: £18.18

REWORK | Add both to Basket |

e + ! Show availability and delivery details

« This item: The Lean Startup: How Constant Innovation Creates Radically Successfu
£10.49

¥ ReWork: Change the Way You Work Forever by David Heinemeier Hansson Paperback £7

Customers Who Bought This Item Also Bought

REWORK

THE STARTUP
OWNER'S MANUAL

Business
Model . _:
Generation ~2

The Step-by:Step Glide for
Building a Great Company
|

<
lank and Bob Dorf

The Startup Owner's ReWork: Change the Way Business Model
Manual: The... ‘You Work Forever Generation: A Handbook...
» Steve Blank » David Heinemeier... > Alexander Osterwalder
i A oly 22 i A A vy 166 Fodir i iy 142
Hardcover Paperback Paperback
£24.28 «/Prime £7.69 Prime £16.31 «/Prime

- Bounce rate - In your Google Analytics go to
Acquisition > All traffic > Source/medium and select

Organic. What’s your bounce rate?
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