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Affiliate Marketing Introduction 
 
Affiliate Marketing History 
 
The affiliate program was invented by CDNow.com at the  
end of 1994 and it was pioneered by Amazon.com in 1996.  
Affiliate programs have been referred to as associate programs and 
partner programs, but they are primarily called affiliate programs. 
 
What Is Affiliate Marketing? 
 
Affiliate Marketing is a popular method of promoting online 
businesses in which an affiliate is rewarded for every visitor, 
subscriber, customer, and / or sale provided through their efforts.  
It is a modern variation of the practice of paying a finder’s fee for 
the introduction of new clients to a business on the Internet. 
 
Affiliate Marketing is the single fastest growth industry on the 
Internet. It is one of the fastest and most creative ways to make 
money and start your own career working over the Internet. 
 
Why Do Companies Use Affiliate Marketing? 
 
Affiliate Marketing is one of the most cost-effective ways to 
generate sales over the Internet. Certain sectors rely on affiliate 
marketing more heavily than others, but it is a cheap way for 
companies to get the word out about their products or services. 
 
How Much Can Be Made As An Affiliate? 
 
The sky is the limit. There are affiliates that make anywhere from 
five to six figure every year, and many of these affiliates are 
considered super affiliates. A super affiliate is an affiliate with a 
constant flow of traffic, good conversions, and huge commissions. 
 

 



 

Introduction To ClickBank 
 
ClickBank is an affiliate program that connects thousands of 
affiliates with vendors that are selling digital products. A digital 
product is an e-book, video tutorial, software program, or other 
type of product that is digitally delivered over the Internet. 
 
You would sign-up with ClickBank, get a free affiliate account and 
look for products within their marketplace that you want to begin 
promoting. Whenever you make a sale, your account is 
automatically credited with your commission. ClickBank issues 
checks to their vendors and affiliates every 2 weeks for 
commissions that were earned 2 weeks before that date. 
 
Digital products are the easiest products to sell on the Internet 
because people will instantly receive the product and be able to 
immediately begin using the product. ClickBank is a very 
profitable affiliate program because many of the vendors offer a 
large commission to affiliates, which is often as much as 75%. 
 
Many different affiliate programs offer smaller percentages 
anywhere from 5% to 25% of the retail price of the product. 
Digital products are easy to develop and that is why the vendors 
are able to offer such a huge commission to their loyal affiliates. 
 
The ClickBank Marketplace is where you’ll find all of the digital 
products that are available for you to promote through ClickBank. 
You can easily browse the ClickBank product categories or search 
for a specific product or keyword. Also, you can arrange the digital 
products using different product indicators within the marketplace. 
 

 

http://www.clickbank.com/


 

 
 
This is a screenshot of the Money & Employment category. You’ll 
notice the indicators are listed on the second line for each product. 
 
$/Sale  How much affiliates have earned per sale. 
 
%/Sale  How much you earn as a percentage of the total  
   price of the product. (Anywhere up to 75%) 
 
% Referred  The percentage of sales that were made by   
    affiliates, with the rest being made by the vendor. 
 
Gravity  This number is used to compare products and see 
   how popular a product is compared to another.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

Introduction To Google Adwords 
 
Google Adwords is a pay per click program for the Google search 
engine. The Google search engine comprises of organic search 
results and pay per click search results that are presented on the 
same page for every possible key phrase combination. With 
Google Adwords, you are charged a small fee every time that a 
visitor clicks on your advertisement and visits your web site. 
 
Adwords determines how much you pay per click by using the 
“click through rate” or commonly referred to as CTR. If your ad is 
shown 100 times and it is clicked on 5 times, then your ad would 
have a 5% CTR. A 5% CTR is generally good but it depends on the 
key phrases, your advertisement, and many other factors. 
 
Relevancy is important with Google Adwords. In order to increase 
your CTR, your keywords must be relevant to what you are selling. 
In this screenshot, you will notice the organic search results on the 
left hand side, and the pay per click search results that are listed on 
the far right. The “Sponsored Links” section is the section where 
all Google Adwords advertising is shown. 
 

 
 
To learn more about Google AdWords, we recommend that you 
check out these e-books: Google Cash and Adwords 180. 

 

http://adwords.google.com/
http://jw888.googlecash.hop.clickbank.net/
http://jw888.adw180.hop.clickbank.net/


 

My Affiliate Experience 
 
Let me share with you, how I was able to go from unemployed to 
running a highly successful affiliate business from my home. 
 
Approximately 5 ½ years ago, I was living in government housing 
and struggling to find a way to make enough money to get myself 
out of the hole that I had dug myself into. Being from a small 
town, I knew that the opportunities available to me were limited 
and the pay wouldn’t be anything more than minimum wage. I 
continued to struggle to find a way to make money, until I 
stumbled upon the opportunity to become an affiliate marketer. 
 
I was randomly searching different online casino sites, when I 
accidentally clicked on the affiliate link for one of these sites. The 
headline read something like “Earn Up To $5,000 A Month!” and it 
immediately drew me in. Knowing that it was likely too good to be 
true, I still decided to read through the copy and see exactly what 
they were expecting me to do in order to make that kind of money. 
After reading through the copy, I decided that I would join the 
affiliate program and set-up a web site to promote their service. I 
even visited a bunch of their competitors, signed up with their 
programs, and put together a web site that showcased similar 
services that were being offered to people over the Internet. 
 
My first web site was a banner farm. It basically had banners for 
each program with links for visitors to click on. Knowing 
absolutely nothing about affiliate marketing at the time, I thought it 
was an easy way to make some money. Shortly after launching the 
web site, I joined a forum where all of the top affiliates in this 
particular niche hung out and swapped ideas on how to make 
money promoting these services over the Internet. Initially, I asked 
for a review of my web site, and I was given the advice that was 
needed in order to develop the site from a banner farm into a 

 



 

affiliate site that effectively marketed these services to its visitors.  
 
When I first launched my affiliate business, there weren’t a whole 
lot of ways to promote an Internet business except through the 
major search engines and directories. PPC search engines were just 
beginning to enter the mainstream at the time. I began submitting 
my web site to just about every place that I could find. Tirelessly, I 
submitted it to different directories every single day, and I began 
trading links with anybody that I could find with a site in my niche. 
 
Over the first couple of month, I made a few dollars here and there. 
I continued to put a lot of time into developing and optimizing the 
web site, and during the 4th or 5th month, I began making enough 
money with the web site to start working on it full-time. 
 
From that moment on, I was able to make thousands of dollars 
each month and the income continued to grow every single month.  
 
During the first few years, I concentrated on optimizing the site for 
the major search engines, and I began developing other sites that 
offered the same services but focused directly on one aspect of 
those services in order to attract people interested in the different 
aspects and in order to target a variety of different key phrases 
within the major search engines. By developing multiple sites that 
focused on different aspects, I was able to position myself well 
within the search engines for hundreds of different quality key 
phrases. By constantly developing the sites, adding new web 
pages, exchanging links with other prominent competitors, I was 
able to build this internet business into a money making machine. 
 
Over those 5 years, many techniques have changed. The important 
thing was that I continued to develop my web sites. I adapted to the 
various marketing changes, researched new and innovative online 
marketing strategies, and continued to monitor consumer needs. 
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