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 POGROMS AND OTHER ATROCITIES
 BY BASSAM IMAM

 CHAPTER ONE

Babi Yar is a small ravine on the outskirts of Kiev, the Uk-
rainian capital. It is also the site of massacres conducted by
German forces during their violent military operations against
the Soviet Union. The first and best chronicled  massacre occur-
red on 29–30 September 1941, killing nearly 34,000 Jews. The com-
mitment to slaughter all the Jews in Kyiv was made by the mili-
tary governor General-Major Kurt Eberhard, police commander for
Army Group South. The operation was carried out by the Wermacht,
the SS (Schutzstaffel - a very powerful Nazi paramilitary organi-
zation headed by Heinrich Himmler), Ukrainian auxiliary police;
the Einsatzgruppen, headed by Reinhard Heydrich, were mobile
killing units whose purpose was to kill political enemies, Polish
government officials, gypsies, Jews, and any other undesirables.
The Einsatzgruppen (Einsatz) consisted of 4 Groups (A,B,C,D);
group C was involved in the Babi Yar massacre. The Einsatz per-
formed -their killing duties without mercy or curtailment.

The German Army did not wait long to begin their mass
slaughter. Only 10 days after taking Kiev, roughly 30 thousand
Jews, consisting of small groups, were taken to the Babi Yar ra-
vine. The men, women, and children were forced to toss all of
their belongings.  The first group was gunned down without mercy.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generalmajor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurt_Eberhard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurt_Eberhard
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The second group was forced to lie down on the first, many were
shot in the neck by a marksman, repeating the process until there
was no one else to shoot. The corpses were covered with dirt and
rocks. This mass murder was the largest of its kind, to date, un-
der the umbrella of the Nazi regime and its collaborators
throughout its campaign against the Soviet Union. The Odessa Mas-
sacre of October 1941, would take the lives of 40,000 Jews.

Between 1941 and 1943, Babi Yar would be the site of addi-
tional massacres, taking the lives of thousands of Soviet offi-
cials, and Russian POWs. When the tide of Operation Barbarosa
turned, the retreating German armies attempted to conceal their
crimes against humanity by exhuming the bodies and burning them
in bonfires. As is the case regarding the Jewish Holocaust, there
were too many  victims, independent witnesses, physical evidence,
and thorough investigations that resurrected the truth. To put it
simply, the Nazis committed too many war crimes in too many pla-
ces; impossible to hide all atrocities. The Soviets claim that a
total of 100,000 people from all the targetted groups were killed
in Babi Yar.

The Jewish victims had no choice or viable options. As this
stern, direct order, written in Russian and German indicates:
` “Kikes {a highly insulting, racist term} of the city of Kiev and vicinity! On Mon-
day, September 29, you are to appear by 7:00 A.M. with your possessions, money, docu-
ments, valuables and warm clothing at Dorogozhitshaya Street, next to the Jewish ceme-
tery. Failure to appear is punishable by death.” (Jewish Virtual Library; The Einsatz-
gruppen: Babi Yar).

Local anti-Semitism often made the Nazi policy towards the
Jews easier:

"The bitter hostility of the Ukrainian population against the Jews is extremely
great, because it is thought that they were responsible for the explosions in Kiev. They
are also seen as NKVD informers and agents, who unleashed the terror against the Uk-
rainian people. All Jews were arrested in retaliation for the arson in Kiev, and altogether
33,771 Jews were executed on September 29th and 30th. Gold, valuables and clothing
were collected and put at the disposal of the National-Socialist Welfare Association
(NSV), for the equipment of the Volksdeutsche, and part given to the appointed city ad-
ministration for distribution to the needy population". (Yitshak Arad, Yisrael Gutman,
Abraham Margaliot, eds., Documents on the Holocaust, Jerusalem, 1981, p. 416).

The Black Death Pogroms (also known as the Pestilence, the
Great Plague, or the Plague) were a series of pogroms against
Jewish communities during the plague in Europe, occurring from
1348 to 1351. Naturally, someone had to be blamed. The Jews had
long been the punching bag of Europe, they were a weak and vul-
nerable target, and within reach. Although the official church
policy was to safeguard the safety of Jews, the hatred and loath-
ing of the masses was too widespread to curtail. 

The plague was a terrifying worldwide pandemic that took the
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lives of over 100 million people. It devastated Europe, killing
one-third to one half of Europe's population (20 to 30 million).
 The plague's onset in Europe is believed to have occurred in Oc-
tober 1347. A dozen ships from the Black Sea docked at the Messi-
na Port in Sicily. The plague is believed to have originated in
Asia 2,000 years ago. Europeans were ill-equipped to deal with
this devastating enemy. Many of its victims were healthy in the
morning, and then sickly or dead at night. The plague is bacter-
ia-based (Bacterium Yersinia Pestis), emanating from fleas. The
fleas commonly infected humans and rodents, and sometimes other
animals, through bites. 

Symptoms  include swollen lymph nodes, vomiting, puss-filled
boils and tumours, rotting black skin, swellings on the groin or
under the armpits often attaining the size of a golf ball and
less commonly that of an apple; pus drained out of the swel-
lings. Other unpleasant symptoms include vomiting, fever and
chills, horrible pain in different parts of the body, lung and
blood problems, and finally death. The plague did not discrimi-
nate against any person; rich and poor alike could be infected;
even Pope Clement VI (Born Pierre Roger; 1291 - December 6,
1352), feared for his own life.

As the plague quickly spread throughout Europe, and with a
wholesale lack of scientific and medical knowledge available,
Jews became the number one target for scapegoating. They were ac-
cused of poisoning drinking wells. It is true that in some Jewish
communities the effects of the plague were noticeably less or
non-existent. But this was likely due to community isolation
(ghettos) and the sanitary habits of Jews concerning the washing
of one's hand before eating bread, and cleansing the corpse’s
body before burial. This made no difference those who were intent
on punishing the Jews. Jews were tortured into confessing that
they did in fact poison drinking wells. This led to large-scale
murders and brutality against Jews; in addition much of their
properties were taken as booty. Pope Clement VI spoke out in de-
fence of the Jews:

"He forbade violence against Jews, issuing two papal bulls for this purpose. He
said that those who blamed the plague on the Jews were 'seduced by that liar, the Dev-
il'. He urged the clergy to protect the Jews." (June 2012; 1352: The Pope who Protected
Jews during the Black Death; history.info).

Massacres occurred in Toulon Province, the Jewish quarter
was decimated, dozens of Jews were murdered in their homes.
Thereafter, another massacre occurred in Barcelona, Spain. Mas-
sacres of Jews began to spread in earnest across Europe, in par-
ticular but not limited to Germany, France, and Switzerland. Er-
furt, Germany's Jews were massacred on March 21, 1349. Estimates
of dead vary considerably, from over 100 to 1000. In a 10-week
period in 1350, 16,000 people in Erfurt died of the plague. 
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Even in places where no plague-related deaths had yet occur-
red, Jews were punished. On February 14, 1349, in Strasbourg, a
city located at the border between France and Germany (today in
France), a horrible catastrophe occurred; it was a precursor of
things to come, centuries later. Hundreds of Jews (some histor-
ians estimate up to 2,000) were assembled and then corralled to a
cemetery, where a wooden stand had been built. They victims were
burned to death, those who were not burned were expelled from the
area. This atrocity is known as the 'Valentine's Day' Strasbourg
Massacre.  

Mainz, Germany had a population of 3,000 Jews; all were mur-
dered. In 1350, the Jewish communities of Antwerp and Brussels,
Belgium were wiped out. Massacres also occurred in Aragon, Spain,
and in Flanders. Basel's Priests tried to protect the Jewish re-
sidents, to no avail; 600 Jews, including the local Rabbi, were
burned at the stake. In all, hundreds of Jewish communities were
obliterated; what usually followed the murders was the acquisi-
tion and distribution of former Jewish properties. In addi-
tion, all debts to Jews were annulled. The plague massacres of
Jews were a continuing of violent anti-Semitism that had been in
existence and would last for centuries more. 

“The European Jewry were no strangers to persecution preceding the Black
Death. The Black Death of 1348 led to a more widespread persecution as the European
Jewry became the scapegoats for the cause of the plague,”writes historian Catherine M
Porter in her article, ‘The Black Death and the persecution of the Jews’. (By Adriha Roy-
chowdhury, New Delhi, Updated May 13, 2020; Black Death: How Jews were blamed
for the plague and massacred; indianexpress.com).

The plague massacres and tortures had a long-term effect on
Jewish populations in Europe. Large populations of Jews migrated
from Western Europe to the east, in particular, Poland. During
this period Poland had a more tolerant attitude towards Jews. La-
ter generations of Jews would return to Western Europe. It would
take about 400 years for Western Europe to be a hub for Jews
again. 

Bogdanovka was a concentration camp housing Jews in the
Transnistria Governate by the Romanian authorities during the
Second World War. Three concentration camps were used near the
villages of Bogdanovka, including Domanovka, and Acmecetca. Note
that the term Transnistria was used during the Second World War
that refers to a part of Ukraine conquered by German and Romanian
armed forces in the summer of 1941. There were an estimated
300,000 Jews in the area before the war.

Bogdanovka contained 54,000 inmates by the end of 1941. Dur-
ing this period there were several flare-ups of typhus (an infec-
tious disease caused by bacteria contracted by humans through
fleas, lice, and chigger bits) occurred. Fleas and lice were pre-
valent in concentration camps, given the horrible sanitation and
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densely packed nature of housing. Naturally, the inmates were
blamed and suffered the consequences.

A decision was made by the German adviser to the Romanian
administration of the district and the Romanian District Commis-
sioner to kill all the inmates. The brutality began on December
21, carried out by Romanian soldiers and gendarmes, Ukrainian po-
lice and civilians from Golta, and local ethnic Germans under the
commander of the Ukrainian regular police, Kazachievici.

Thousands of physically challenged and ailing inmates were
placed into 2 locked stables, then were doused with kerosene and
were set on fire, burning alive the victims therein. Other in-
mates were forced into a ravine in a nearby forest; they were
shot in the neck, a common method of killing during this period.

Other Jewish inmates  were forced to dig pits with their
bare hands, in the freezing cold, then putting corpses into the
pits. Thousands of Jews died of exposure. A brief respite occur-
red for Christmas, but the murders continued on December 28. By
the end of the year, the death toll had reached 40,000.

The memory of the tragedy of Bogdanovka has been somewhat
silenced in Belarus, a former Soviet republic located between Po-
land and Russia, an area where 800,000 Jews perished during the
Second World War. Worse yet, in 2007, Belarus President Alexander
Lukashenko compared Jews to pigs.

"In school textbooks, the history of the Holocaust is told in several paragraphs ...
In encyclopedias and academic literature, the history of the Jews is still suppressed.,”
says Belarusian Jewish community leader Yakov Basin.  (By Ron Vossler, Fold3.com:
Bogdanoka - Stories).

But there was some justice. In early 1945,  Col. Modest Iso-
pescu, the district commissioner, Vasile Manescu, the military
government official in charge of the affected district, and the
camp commandants, were put on trial. Initially, the men responsi-
ble for the war crimes were sentenced to death, later, their sen-
tences were commuted to life in prison. The other defendants re-
ceived lengthy sentences.

Most people still believe that the Jewish Holocaust was the
large-scale killing of people in extermination camps and that the
numbers of people killed elsewhere or in a different manner is
minimal. In fact, the brutality of the final solution reached
into many homes, ghettos, the streets of towns and cities, syna-
gogues, cemeteries, forests, ravines, in line-ups, and death mar-
ches; victims could be shot while standing, kneeling, lying down,
or running away. Even babies weren’t spared. Wherever and however
the Nazi killing machine could do its dirty work, it did, and
overwhelmingly with coldness and brutality.

It was on January 20, 1941, at a conference in Wannsee, a
suburb of Berlin, that the master plan was formulated for the
complete extermination of European Jewry, but not before much
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forced Jewish labour was acquired. I sometimes wonder what Adolf
Hitler would have done to the Jews of the Middle East and Ethio-
pia if he had entered and completely conquered those lands, un-
hindered.

Following the implementation of Operation Barbarosa (the
attack-invasion on the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941), and the
retreat of Soviet forces from Buczacz, the Jews of the area faced
an onslaught of problems. Even before the arrival of German for-
ces into the town, Ukrainian vigilantes murdered Jews who were
active participants of the Soviet administration.

Members of the Ukrainian police attacked Jews as part of a
mass riot, looted property, and killed. The riot was lead by a
Ukrainian school teacher. According to the rioters’ beliefs, the
Jews were rebuked for being protagonists of communism and as sup-
porters of Soviet Russia in the persecution suffered by Ukrai-
nians. What’s more shocking is that many of the perpetrators and
victims were neighbours and friends prior to the sudden turn-
around. In the 1860s the Jews were granted citizenship under the
Austro-Hungarian constitution, but by the beginning of the First
World War trouble and nationalism began to tear off the normal
ties among the ethnic groups.

There was much more violence to come, following the arrival
of German troops. The Einsatz called up local anti Semites to aid
in the round-ups, to brutalize and murder the Jews of Buczacz and
nearby communities.

“The Einsatz unit would enter a village or town and order the prominent Jewish
citizens to call together all Jews for the purpose of "resettlement." They were requested
to hand over their valuables and shortly before execution to surrender their outer cloth-
ing. They were transported to the place of execution, usually an anti-tank ditch, in
trucks - always only as many as could be executed immediately. In this way it was at-
tempted to keep the span of time from the moment in which the victims knew what was
about to happen to them until the time of their actual execution as short as possible.”
(By Martin Rudner, 1993; THE HOLOCAUST IN BUCZACZ).

“The normalization of murder, the removal of Jews as part of a day’s work, as en-
tertainment, as background noise to drinking bouts or amorous relationships, along
with puzzlement  at the Jews’ conduct, mixed with anger at making it so easy to kill
them {in the overall picture of Operation Barbarosa, many of the other victims included
Russians, Poles, other Slavs, Roma and Sinti; so-called sub-human inferiors} - they were
part and parcel of the German experience of genocide, rarely reflected in post-war rumi-
nations, let-alone historiography. (By Jonathan Steinbers, January 20, 2018; Massacre of
the Innocents).

Jews were living in Ejszyszki  from the mid-18th century. By
the mid-1920s there were approximately 2,800 Jews residing in the
town, comprising over two-thirds of the residents. Jews were suc-
cessful in agricultural dealings, small business, and trade. A
powerful Zionist movement, along with Jewish culture, and educa-
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tional activities were present therein. This success lasted until
1939.

On September 17, 1939, owing to the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact
(in reality, it was the Hitler-Stalin Pact, 2 tyrants who dicta-
ted all major agreements in this arena), Enszyszki was incorpora-
ted into Lithuania. In June of the following year, Lithuania was
incorporated into the Soviet Union. Hence, private property, much
of it owned by Jews, was nationalized. Furthermore, Jewish poli-
tical, educational, and cultural activities were outlawed.

Things took a drastic turn for the worse, on June 23, 1941,
with the German occupation of Ejszyszki. Hundreds of Jewish men
were sent to forced labour (brutalized slavery),  a place to be
shamed, disgraced, and tortured.

On September 24, 1941, the remaining Jews of Ejszyszki, in
addition to Jews from  Olkieniki, Lejpuny, Desznia, and Salo were
shot in the Jewish cemetery of Ejszyszki. The Red Army liberated
Ejszyszki on July 13, 1944.

Fastov, a city in the Ukraine, was founded in the late 14th
Century. In 1919, the Jewish community suffered immensely from
several pogroms. The most savage of which were the workings of
the Deniken Volunteer Army, more than 1,000 Jews were murdered.
The first Deniken pogrom took place on August 25, 1919. The sa-
vage riots started as soon as Deniken’s forces entered the city.
Some of the volunteers were Cossacks. These men forcefully en-
tered Jewish homes under the catchphrase:

“Kike, get us money or we are going to hang you!” (Kniga pogromov. Sbornik
documentov (Book of pogroms. Pogroms in Ukraine, Belorussia and European part of
Russia during the civil war of 1918-1922. Collection of documents); pp. 241–255 (in Rus-
sian). Moscow, 2007).

For several days hoodlums attacked and robbed many Jews,
killing and sexually assaulting many. Some individuals and famil-
ies invited officers or commanders to live in their homes, and
gave them up to 10,000 rubles per night, a large sum for the day.
These homes were off limits to Cossacks. The violence ended when
Deniken’s volunteers left the city, retreating from the Bolshe-
viks.

Deniken’s Volunteer Army retook Fastov, entering the city on
September 8, 1919. Another, more brutal pogrom began the follow-
ing day. For nearly a week, hoodlums robbed and brutally slaugh-
tered Jewish residents. When all was done, the attackers had ac-
quired a large sum of money. Many families were burned alive in
their own homes. Many who sought protection in synagogues were
gunned down, but the attackers preferred killing babies and chil-
dren with bayonets or sabres.

Girls as young as 8, and adults, were gang-raped in front of
terrified, helpless family members. Attempted escape from the
area was punishable by execution in nearby ravines. Other esca-

https://www.yadvashem.org/untoldstories/database/index.asp?cid=187
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pees made it to the train, posing as Russians. Those who were
caught were removed from the train and shot. The arrival of the
military authorities put an end to the pogrom.

The final result was catastrophic. The Jewish quarter of
Fastov was reduced to a state of utter decay. Fastov market was
stripped of goods and burned down, dead men, women, and children
were scattered throughout the streets. In the opinion of Emma
Goldman, as many as 4,000 people died in the pogrom. Many others
were maimed, wounded, and mentally traumatized.

Emma Goldman (June 27, 1869 - May 14, 1940), a native Li-
thuanian-born in Kovno, Russian Governate, Russian Empire, was a
renowned anarchist, political activist and writer. She immigrated
to the United States in 1885, and was deported back to the Soviet
Union in 1919. She wrote, spoke, and travelled for the remainder
of her life.

Goldman saw the devastation of Fastov during a trip while
touring Russia from 1919 to 1921.

“That Town [Fastov], once prosperous, was now impoverished and reduced to
less than one third of its former population. Almost all activity was at a stand-still. We
found the market place, in the centre of the town, a most insignificant affair, consisting
of a few stalls having small supplies of white flour, sugar, and butter. There were more
women about than men and I was especially struck by the strange expression in their
eyes. They did not look you full in the face; they stared past you with a dumb, hunted
animal expression…” (Goldman, Emma. My disillusionment in Russia { initially printed
in 1923}. Dover Publications, 2003).

Glukhov is a town located in Sumy region of Ukraine, its
origin is at least 1,000 years. In the second half of the 19th
Century Glukhov was a sprouting, seemingly quiet town of roughly
10,000 inhabitants, including Ukrainians, Russians, and Jews in
similar proportion. For the time being, the town was open-minded.
Several churches and a synagogue were located next to another.
The calm and ease between the ethnic groups shattered in the ear-
ly 20th Century. The Russian Revolution of 1905 brought about a
wave of pogroms in regions of the Russian Empire. Some of the
hostility was directed by political and social turmoil that
spread through vast areas. The First World War resulted in in-
creased hardship, deprivation, and anger resulting in food riots.
Jews were blamed, becoming targets of anti-Semitism and violence.

Pogroms became more frequent, when hoodlums and retreating
or deserting Red Army soldiers passed through Glukhov. On March
15, 1918, “Renaissance” newspaper wrote:

“GLUKHOV. Peasants from the nearby villages together with gangs of Red sol-
diers brought “Massacre of St. Bartholomew Day” to Glukhov. Up to 500 of the local in-
telligentsia were killed, mostly Jews. Property were looted, many houses on the main
streets were bombed. Murders were committed with unusual cruelty; children were kil-
led in the eyes of the parents. No one family is without victims ...” (My Travel Mosaic:
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Remember Glukhov).
Jews have lived in Ilyintcy, Ukraine since the second half

of the 18th Century. In 1897, there were approximately 5,000 Jews
in the town. The Jews suffered immensely from the turmoil of the
revolutionary years and civil war in Russia. In early Fall of
1920, Russian Army troops from Semyon Budyonnyi’s red cavalry at-
tacked Ilyintcy 3 times, plundering 40 houses.

During the initial years of Soviet rule the occupational ma-
keup of Jews changed dramatically. The Soviet social blueprint
forced many Jews, particularly those who were employed in com-
merce, to search for new occupations. Some Jews found employment
in the local sugar factory and in agriculture.

In 1939, Ilyintcy had about 2,300 Jewish residents, compris-
ing just under two-thirds of the town’s population. Following the
German Army’s invasion of the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, a
number of Ilyintcy’s Jews fled eastward into the Soviet interior.

German military occupation of Ilyantcy began in August 1941.
Jewish homes were plundered by German soldiers and local Ukrai-
nians. Several weeks later, a four-member Judenrat (Jewish Coun-
cil) headed by Gersh Usyatinskiy, was formed. It was despised by
local Jews owing to the belief that its members were corrupt.  A
Judenrat is a council representing a Jewish community, particu-
larly in German-occupied territory during the Second World War.

In August 1941, Ilyintcy Jews were forced to enter a ghetto
established in the most poverty-stricken section of the town near
the river Sob. They were forced to wear white arm bands with a
Star of David. The ghetto residents were shamed and disgraced,
physically assaulted, robbed of their belongings, and forced to
perform manual labour. Many females, young and old were raped.
Ghetto residents had to appear every morning for roll call execu-
ted by Germans and local auxiliary policemen. In early November
1941 around 40 Jewish men were taken to the outskirts of Ilyintcy
and shot; several more massacres were committed the following
year.

In late Fall of 1941 able-bodied Jews were sent to a state
farm near Balakhovka, therein, a labour camp was established.
Some Jews went into hiding, but if they were discovered, punish-
ment was brutal. On December 15, 1942 Germans burned down a house
that was used as a hiding place; there were people inside the
house. The murders did not abate until the first half of 1943.
Today there is a tiny Jewish presence in Ilyintcy.

The Iasi Pogroms were a series of pogroms committed by gov-
ernment forces commanded by Marshal Ion Antonescu (June, 1882 –
June 1, 1946), a Romanian soldier and authoritarian Prime Minis-
ter, who ruled Romania from 1940 to 1944.

 In Iasi, Romania the targetting of its Jewish community be-
gan on June 29 to July 6, 1941. At the time, Jews had a 400 year
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history in the town, but this didn’t make any difference. Nearly
13,270 Iasi Jews , or roughly one-third of the Jewish inhabi-
tants, were initially slaughtered in this pogrom, many were de-
ported.

For months, unproven rumours promulgated by the Romanian au-
thorities had been circulating accusing the Jewish inhabitants of
aiding the Soviets in bombing Iasi.

The lies were accepted by many non-Jews. From 1940 until
1944, Romania was an ally of the Nazis. Iasi’s inhabitants knew
what was going to happen. The Romanian government did not grant
Jews citizenship, even though the government was obliged to do so
under the terms of the 1919 Versailles Conference.

“Christians protected themselves from the inevitable violence by displaying
signs on their homes: ‘Here live Christians: NOT Jydani!’(Article referenced from the
Shabbat Shalom site via Rabbi Dr. Eliyahu Safran, July 2, 2011; The Iasi Pogrom:
aish.com).

Iasi was located near the Soviet border and had a large Jew-
ish population, was considered troublesome, a fifth column of
sorts by Marshal Ion Antonescu. In mid-June 1941 Antonescu or-
dered:

"All the Judeo-Communist coffee shops in Moldavia be closed down, all kikes,
Communist agents and sympathizers be identified by region..." (Ioanid, Radu "The Ho-
locaust in Romania: The Iasi Pogrom of June 1941" pages 119-148 from Contemporary
European History, Volume 2, Issue # 2, July 1993 page 122).

In June of 1941, Antonescu signed an order that all Jews be-
tween the ages of 18 and 60 residing between the Siret and Pruth
Rivers be deported to the concentration camp in Targu Jiu, south-
ern Romania. As was the case with numerous other deportations
during the Second World War, many deportees did not survive the
trip to the camps. It was meant to be that way. In addition to
their pre-existing problems, deportees taken by train were usual-
ly stuffed in carts like sardines packed in a can, with minimal
breathing holes, perhaps just one, one bucket for relieving one-
self, to be shared by all occupants, no food or water, or rest.

In the death train that left Iaşi for Călăraşi, southern Romania, which carried per-
haps as many as 5,000 Jews, only 1,011 reached their destination alive after seven days.
(The Romanian police counted 1,258 bodies, yet hundreds of dead were thrown out of
the train on the way at Mirceşti, Roman, Săbăoani, and Inoteşti.) The death train to
Podu Iloaiei (15 kilometers from Iaşi) had up to 2,700 Jews upon departure, of which
only 700 disembarked alive. In the official account, Romanian authorities reported that
1,900 Jews boarded the train and "only" 1,194 died.” ("The Holocaust in Romania"
(PDF). Bucharest, Romania: International Commission on the Holocaust in Romania. 11
November 2004. Archived from the original (PDF) on 16 June 2013. Retrieved 4 April
2013).

German troops and Romanian intelligence services personnel
were allowed to photograph the ongoing pogrom. The Romanian Peo-

https://web.archive.org/web/20130616061542/http://www.ushmm.org/research/center/presentations/features/details/2005-03-10/pdf/english/chapter_05.pdf
http://www.ushmm.org/research/center/presentations/features/details/2005-03-10/pdf/english/chapter_05.pdf
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ple’s tribunal took place in 1946, 57 persons were put on trial
for their part in the Iasi pogroms, with 165 witnesses, mostly
survivors, testified. Antonescu was executed on June 1, 1946,
prison sentences with hard labour were handed out to the other
defendants, however, several of the accused were acquitted.

The Jedwabne pogrom occurred on July 10,1941 in the town of
Jedbwabne, located in North-east Poland; it was under German o
occupation. Jedwabne was settled in the 18th Century. In the
1930s there were just under 1,500 Jews out of a population of
nearly 2,170.

Jedwabne was a typical shtetl, with the countryside consist-
ing mainly of gentile poles. The area politically affiliated it-
self with the ultra-conservative National Democrats whose desire
was to reverse what they believed to be Jewish economic competi-
tion opposing Catholic Poles.

With the start of the Second World War, Jedwabne and the
surrounding areas were initially occupied by the Germans; they
demolished the local resistance and burned the synagogue. Jed-
wabne was later occupied by the Soviets, as part of the German-
Soviet Boundary Treaty of September 1939. Initially, many Jews
were overjoyed by the arrival of the Soviets, ridding their area
of the ruthless Nazis, the true face of the new occupiers became
apparent soon afterward; Russian-atheism and anti-Semitism. Pol-
ish Hebrew schools were closed down, holy days that were recog-
nized by the Polish authorities were banned, shops and businesses
were seized, which were predominately Jewish.

Some Jews  had formed paramilitary units, aiding the NKVD in
compiling lists of Poles to be sent to Siberia. The NKVD was a
predecessor of the KGB. The NKVD (the People’s Commissariat for
Internal Affairs) was extremely ruthless and often sadistic, more
so than the KGB. Many gentiles and Jews were arrested, others
were executed without trial. Roughly 22,350 Poles were deported;
many of the victims included whole families. Worse yet, Red Army
troops confiscated food and other goods stripping the local popu-
lation of necessary resources.

Soon after the German reoccupation of Poland, on July 10,
1941, the mayor of Jedbwabne, Marian Karolak, and the German
military police gave orders for the gathering of the town’s Jews,
and those originally from neighbouring areas who took refuge in
Jedwabne.

The dreaded day of the main Jedwabne massacre occurred on
July 10, 1941. Jews were forced to march to the centre of Jed-
wabne, forced to pluck grass, and were physically assaulted by
local and neighbouring area ethnic Poles. Several Jews were
forced to destroy a statue of Lenin (b. Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov
22 April 1870 – 21 January 1924; best known as the leader of the
Bolshevik revolution and Bolshevik Party). 40 persons, including



12

the town’s rabbi, Awigdor Bialostocki, and the town’s kosher
butcher, were forced to carry the statue out of the town’s limits
while singing Soviet songs. The men were later taken to a barn
where they were killed.

Most of the remaining Jews of Jedwabne, estimated at 300,
some estimates are considerably higher, were taken to the same
barn, locked inside, and then burned alive. The Germans were the
occupiers, and overall, a large massacre of this sort could not
have occurred without their approval (tacit or given). Further-
more, Several witnesses claimed that the Germans took part in the
atrocities. The charred bodies were buried in 2 mass graves, in-
cluding women, children, and infants.

As reported in a diary written during the war, conveying reports by Jews who
fled Jedwabne and Radziłów, "With the help of local farmers, the Germans gathered the
Jews of these places, the rabbi and community leaders foremost, in the market square.
At first, they beat them cruelly and forced them to wrap themselves in their tallitot and
to jump and dance, accompanied by singing. All this was done under an unceasing
stream of blows from cudgels and rubber whips. Finally, they pushed all the Jews, beat-
ing and kicking them, into a long threshing house and set it on fire with them inside."
(Maik, Michael; Ben-Dov, Avigdor; Ben-Dov, Laia (2004). Deliverance: the diary of Mi-
chael Maik : a true story. Avigdor and Laia Ben-Dov. pp. 38–39).

The Kiev pogrom of 1881 lasted for 3 days, starting on April
26 (May 7; New system), 1881 in the city expanding into villages
of the surrounding region. Intermittent violence continued until
winter. The Kiev pogrom of 1881 is believed to be the most devas-
tating of the pogroms that occurred in south-western Imperial
Russia for that year. Tsarist authorities did not intervene;
Alexander III (Alexander Aleksandrovich, ‘Alexander the Peacemak-
er’; 10 March 1845 – 1 November, 1894), Emperor of Russia, King
of Poland, and Grand Duke of Finland from March 13, 1881 to No-
vember 1, 1894.

The catalyst for the pogrom in Kiev, and in other regions,
was the assassination of Tsar Alexander II (April 1818 - March
13, 1881), Tsar of Russia from March 2, 1855 to March 18, 1881).
The fomenters blamed the Russian Jews. Worse yet, the Southern-
Russian Workers Union printed a pamphlet (of which the police
confiscated about 125 copies) that was widely distributed, and by
their logic ‘justified’ violence against Jews:

“Brother workers. You are beating the Jews, but indiscriminately. One should not
beat the Jew because he is a Jew and prays to God in his own way – indeed, God is one
and the same to all – rather, one should beat him because he is robbing the people, he is
sucking the blood of the working man.” (M. Kishkinky, "The Attitude of the Southern-
Russian Workers' Union toward the Jews (1880-1881)" in Harvard Ukrainian Studies,
Vol. 6, No. 2 (June 1982), p. 206. Centre for Israel Education, 2015).

Other factors that likely aggravated the situation were eco-
nomic turmoil, and business competition between Gentiles and
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Jews. The fact that the Jewish communities as a whole had noth-
ing to do with the assassination didn’t seem to matter. In spite
of that, retributive brutality on entire Jewish communities en-
sued; the pogroms resulted in the destruction of thousands of
Jewish homes, countless families fell into abject poverty, many
people were physically assaulted.

The Kiev pogrom of 1905 (October 31 - November 2, 1905, New
System) occurred as a result of the collapse of the city hall
meeting of October 18, 1905 in Kiev in the Russian Empire.
Hence, a mob formed into the streets, including monarchists,
those who yearned for the previous political system, anti-Semi-
tes, and hoodlums, proclaiming that Russia’s turmoil arose as a
result of schemes of the Jews and Socialists. The pogrom cost
the lives of approximately 100 Jews.

The Kiev pogroms of 1919 occurred in several locations
around Kiev initiated by White Volunteer Army Troops. This was
the main force that fought against the Bolsheviks; two wicked
forces vying for power. Below is a synopsis of events:

- Skvira, June 23, 1919: a pogrom in which 45 Jews were massacred, many were
severely wounded, and 35 Jewish women were raped by army insurgents. (Mi-
chael L. Brown. "More Tears". Our Hands Are Stained with Blood. Destiny Im-
age. p. 105 – via Google Books, preview).
- Justingrad, August, 1919: where a pogrom made its way through the shtetl with
an unspecified number of Jewish men murdered and Jewish women raped.
- Ivankiv Kiev district, 18–20 October 1919. In the pogrom carried out by Cossack
and Volunteer Army troops, 14 Jews were massacred, 9 wounded, and 15 Jewish
women and girls were raped by units under the command of Struk in three days
of carnage.  (Harry James Cargas, Reflections of a Post-Auschwitz Christian. On
meeting Kurt Waldheim. Pg. 136).

The top commanders of the White Army officially condemned
the pogroms, for the most part to no avail, anti-Semitism was
too prevalent. Lenin condemned the pogroms granting aid to vic-
tims. The Bolshevik press gave it scant coverage. During this
period thousands of attacks occurred throughout Ukraine costing
the lives of 30,000 to 70,000 Jews. These pogroms were especial-
ly sadistic with many acts of person-to-person savagery. Thou-
sands of women were raped, hundreds of shtetls were plundered,
and Jewish communities were devastated. For the period of 1918-
1921 hundreds of thousands of Jews were left homeless. In the
overall picture, the main culprits included Ukrainian national-
ists, White Army Volunteer troops, Bolshevik Army troops, and
local hoodlums. At the time of these pogroms the Ukraine had a
large Jewish population. 

Jozefaw was an archetypal Eastern Polish shtetl. Before the
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Second World War its Jewish population was roughly 2,000, 60 per-
cent of the total population. The Jewish community was formed in
the beginning of the 18th Century.

Jozefaw had a successful paper mill, leased by the Wax fa-
mily, which produced Hebrew books that were sold internationally.
But the town was poor, a few decades later the printing house
closed down due to competition from modern printing houses in Lu-
blin, Warsaw, and Vilnius.

At the eruption of the Second World War in September 1939,
Jozefaw was bombed by the German Luftwaffe resulting in a large
part of the town centre being destroyed. At the end of September,
as per the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact the Soviet Army entered Joze-
faw, but left shortly thereafter. Around 1,000 local Jews left
with them, taking up residence in the Soviet Union.

During the initial stage of the German occupation of Jozefaw
no real changes were felt by the Jews. A Judenrat was formed,
headed by Baruch Goldsztaj, and Szymon Parzenczewski (the pre-war
Rabbi as one of its members). On march 18, 1941, the situation
started to worsen, as nearly 1,100 Jews were resettled from Ko-
nin, a poor Jewish population that had recently lost their prop-
erty and possessions, within the group were the old and ill. The
new arrivals were housed together with Jozefaw Jews, resulting in
significant overcrowding of homes. It didn’t take long for food
shortages and hygiene problems to develop. In addition, living
conditions were primitive, resulting in a serious typhus out-
break, striking the Konin deportees very hard. During 1941-1942,
Jozefaw was the worst hit area in the Bilgoraj region. Worse yet,
there was no local hospital or Jewish physician, only 2 dentists
who had no medical equipment. The best thing available was an
‘isolation house’. It was too small to deal with the large number
of ill persons.

The horrible conditions in Jozefaw were detailed in a letter
sent in 1941, by resettled Jews from Konin to the Jewish Social
Self-Help (JSSH; Polish: ZSS) in Krawkow. The JSSH was a social
welfare committee established by Jews, shortly after the German
occupation of Warsaw.

“We are in a small town, destroyed because of the war, among very poor
people, who in fact need our help. We are living in very bad conditions. We feel
mainly the lack of food, clothing and shoes, because we have lost everything.”
(Holocaust Historical Society: Jozefaw).

The resettled Jews sent another letter to the ZSS in Krakow,
written by M. Furszt, the representative of the Jews from Konin,
who worked in the community kitchen, who wrote:

“There is no way for us to earn anything. The majority ‘are living’ on
what they can sell - clothes and linen. And even these things are almost fin-
ished. We are the leading place in the whole Lublin district for the number of
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people who have typhus. Death from starvation and hunger is visiting every
home. It is Horrible to see how our children, emaciated and pale-faced are
going from house to house pleading for bread.” (ibid).

There was more terrible news, elsewhere. On June 20, 1942,
Reserve Police Battalion 101 from Hamburg, Germany, which inclu-
ded 11 officers, 5 administrators, and 486 men were sent to po-
land. A few days later, they reached Bilgoraj, south of Lublin.
They were told what their mission was: to expel the Jews of Joze-
faw. The following morning, each man was given a whip to be used
as an incentive to expel Jozefaw’s Jewish residents. Any person
who resisted would be executed on the spot.

The Jews of the Jozefaw ghetto were brutally rounded up.
Dead bodies were strewn throughout the ghetto. The sick were exe-
cuted on the spot, wounded Russian soldiers were left alone. Sur-
vivors were taken to the market place. Thereafter, they were sent
in groups to the forest near the town.

The executioners were divided into bands of up to 10 men,
choosing a victim, be it a man, woman or child, and then walking
beside the victim to a designated spot. The victims were told to
lie face down, then were shot. This routine was repeated many
times over. Executioners’ uniforms were splattered with much
blood and flesh. Within four hours, a single platoon had killed
between 200 - 300 people. Including all the platoon killings, the
death toll for the day was estimated to be more than 1,200. Some
members of Police Battalion 101 refused to continue killing. Many
requests were granted, there were always individuals who gladly
take their place. This happened elsewhere during the Nazi reign
of terror. Following the defeat of Germany, 21 members of Police
Battalion 101 were convicted of war crimes, 14 of which received
a death by hanging sentence.

The Kaminets-Podilskyi pogrom was a large-scale massacre
that took place on August 27 and 28, 1941, during the initial
stages of Operation Barbarosa. The perpetrators included a German
Police Battalion, a unit of Einsatzgruppen, Hungarian troops, and
the Ukrainian Auxiliary Police. Note that Kamienets-Podilskyi is
presently part of the Ukraine. By official Nazi German accounts,
23,600 were people were killed, including 16,000 who had been
previously expelled from Hungary.

Soon thereafter, Hungary began its war against the Soviet
Union. On June 27, 1941, officers with the bureau responsible for
foreign citizens residing in Hungary decided to deport foreign
Jews; mostly Russian and Polish Jews, there were also many refu-
gees from western Europe. Jews who were unable to prove their
Hungarian citizen status at the drop of a hat (without delay)
were at risk of deportation. Wholescale Jewish communities, in
particular, the Governorate of Subcarpathia (at the time part of
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Hungary) were deported.
Hungarians packed Jews into freight cars then sent them to

Korosmezo (presently Yasinia, Ukraine) close to the pre-war Hun-
garian-Polish border, where they were sent across the former So-
viet border and turned over to the Germans. By August 10, 1941,
nearly 14,000 Jews had been expelled from Hungary to German-con-
trolled territory, indeed a terrible nightmare. The Jews, many of
which included families, were forced to walk from Kolomyia to Ka-
mienets-Podilskyi. Kamienets-Podilskyi was ‘liberated’ by the Red
Army on March 27, 1944.

The Liepaja pogrom involved large-scale massacres that oc-
curred in 1941,  in the city of Liepaja following the German oc-
cupation of Latvia. As a naval base, Liepaja was under the com-
mand of the German navy. Throughout the pogroms, Jews were the
primary victims, others included Roma, communists, the mentally
ill, and hostages. Any act of sabotage was met by extreme brutal-
ity. Lieutenant commander Stein, the town commandant: 10 hostages
were to be executed for every act of sabotage.

On July 5, 1941, Korvettenkapitan Bruckner, who was Stein’s
successor, issued a set of anti-Jewish directives. Note that some
these directives were issued in other regions occupied by the Na-
zis.

    -  All Jews must wear the yellow star on the front and back of their clothing;
   -  Shopping hours for Jews were restricted to 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Jews were
only allowed out of their residences for these hours and from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.;
   -  Jews were barred from public events and transportation and were not to walk on
the beach;
   -  Jews were required to leave the side-walk if they encountered a German in uni-
form;
   -  Jewish shops were required to display the sign "A Jewish-owned business" in the
window;
  - Jews were to surrender all radios, typewriters, uniforms, arms and means of
transportation.   (Ezergailis, Andrew (1996). The Holocaust in Latvia 1941–1944 The
Missing Centre Riga: Historical Institute of Latvia in association with USHMM).

Liepaja’s executions were usually in open areas, in  plain
view with little to no regard for secrecy. The primary culprits
were units:

“of the Einsatzgruppen, the Sicherheitsdienst or SD, the Ordnungspolizei, or
ORPO, and Latvian auxiliary police and militia forces. Wehrmacht soldiers and German
naval personnel were present during shootings.” (Ezergailis, Andrew (1996). The Holo-
caust in Latvia 1941–1944 The Missing Centre Riga: Historical Institute of Latvia in asso-
ciation with USHMM).

From December 15-17, 1941, German and Latvian units killed
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an estimated 2,750 Jews, comprising more than half the city’s
Jewish population. Planning for the massacres began on December
13, 1941. Liepaja Police Chief Fritz Deidrich issued an order in
the Latvian newspaper Kurzemes Vards announcing that Jews were
prohibited from leaving their homes on Monday December 15, and
Tuesday December 16.

 On the night of December 13, Latvian soldiers started ar-
resting Liepaja’s Jews. The victims were taken to the Women’s
Prison, therein were victims of all ages, packed into the court-
yard. The Jews had to stand facing the wall, and were told to
maintain their gaze. A number of Jews were sent to Skede the fol-
lowing evening. The final  destination was about 50 meters (150
ft.) from a large pit dug in the dunes near the shore. The vic-
tims we reordered to lie face down. Groups of 10 persons were or-
dered to stand up away from the children, undress except for
their underwear. They were shot by Germans and Latvians.

The Lviv pogrom of November 21-23, 1918, that occurred dur-
ing the Polish-Ukrainian War was carried out by Polish troops,
para-military groups, hoodlums, and people from various national-
ities, targetting the Jewish population of Lviv (spelled Lviv
since 1945). As many as 150 Jews were killed and many more were
injured. Other victims included Ukrainians, perhaps outnumbering
the Jewish victims. More than 1,000 persons were arrested for the
pogrom. Be aware that there were many pogroms during the Polish-
Ukrainian conflict. As an easy target, the Jews  served as a con-
venient whipping boy for the frustrations of the fighting forces.
Many women were raped, humiliation was another tool of violence
orchestrated by Polish troops.

The 1918 pogrom received international coverage. President
Woodrow Wilson (December 28, 1856 – February 3, 1924; President
of the United States from 1913 - 1921) , set up a commission,
headed by Henry Morganthau, Sr. (April 26, 1856 – November 25,
1946), to investigate the crimes that were committed against the
Jewish population of Lviv in an independent Poland. The Morgan-
thau report was published in October 1919.

The pogrom occurred after the retreat of the core of Ukrai-
nian troops and the confiscation of weapons from the Jewish mili-
tia by Polish forces. Polish troops, civilians, hoodlums, and
Polish militia began to plunder and burn Lviv’s Jewish neighbour-
hood. Jewish stores and homes were looted.

The Lviv pogroms were a series of successive massacres of
Jews in June and July of 1941 in Lviv, in what was then Eastern
Poland-Western Ukraine. Today Lviv is legally in the Ukraine. The
massacres were carried out by Ukrainian nationalists, in particu-
lar the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN), German
death squads, and local hoodlums from June 30 to July 2, and from
25 July to July 29, during the German invasion of the Soviet Un-
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