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Aloudknockdisturbedhissleep.

“YoScotty,it’salmosttimeman!”Fidelwashis

housemateanddespiteScotty’sagitationfrom

beingforcefullywokenup,therewasonlyanhour

beforetheshowstarted.TwomonthsagoScotty

andhiscrew hadnoideathattheywouldbe

performingintheParidosaannualshowbutexactly

fourweeksbeforetheshow commenced,Scotty

receivedthecallthatwouldchangetheirlives

forever.

Afortnightofsleeplessnights,rigorouspractice

andawholeloadofenergydrinkshadboileddown

tothisday.Despitethehypethathadcontinually

sweptthroughTriccoli,itwassomewhatacause

forconcernhow unenthusiasticScottywas.His

crew matesalwaysfailedtowraptheirheads

aroundhow healwaysfailedtoliveuptothe

excitement.

The Pharoahtics (pronounced fe-ro-ticks)were

arguablyoneofthemostpopularrapgroupsin

Paridosa butwere unquestionablythe bestin
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Triccoli.Therehadbeenarapidincreaseofstreet

performanceartistsinthecityofTriccoli.

ThePharoahticswereagroupofartistswhowere

allfromthesamehighschool.Conditionsforcedall

three(Kyleaka“Fleezy,”Briannaaka“QueenLord”

andScottyaka“Essay”)tochanneltheircreative

abilitiestowardsmeansofraisingmoney.When

theyfirststarted,thingswereroughbuttheyalways

managed to createsomeincome.Thecallto

performattheParidosaannualshowwasthebest

thingthathadeverhappenedtothecrewandthey

knewit.

Narkalwasthelargestoftheeightcolonieswith

thirteendistrictspartitioningit.Paridosawasone

ofthelargestdistricts.Withtwentytwocities,

Triccoliwasbyfarthelargest,boastingtourist

attractionssuchasMt.Magna,thetunnelofAijand

sharingthegreatborderwithOlympus(Olympus

wasthecapitalofNarkal).
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TheParidosaannualshowwouldgoonforfour

dayswiththefinaldaybeingthemostvibrant.It

wastheperformancesectoroftheshow witha

varietyofartistsgracingamountedstageeach

yeartoexhibittheirartisticabilities.Fromdancers,

tochoirs,torapperstodrummersandmanyother

performances,thefinaldayoftheshowwasalways

themostattended.Scoutsfromalloverthecolony

cameintolookforuntappedtalent.Yearafteryear,

theshowwasasuccessandeveryyeartheseats

werealwaysfullybookedlongbeforetheactualday

arrived.

Thisyear’sannualshowhadbeenanticipatedby

many to be the mostspectacular.This was

becauseoftheperformanceswereallgoingtobe

stagedinthemajestic,newlybuiltfootballstadium.

“TheBlueSaxophone”wasthehomegroundfor

thetoptierfootballclub,the“JazzPacers.”Inthe

previousseason,theJazzPacerscameoutsecond

in the NarkalFootballLeague and were the

championstheseasonbeforethat.Upuntilthe
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completionofTheBlueSax(thenicknamethe

localsgavethestadium),theJazzPacerswere

unable to play in the Inter-ColonialFootball

Competitiondueto“incapablehostingfacilities.”

Thisofcoursedidn’tsitwellwiththeownersofthe

clubandforthepasteightmonths,thestadiumhad

beenaworkinprogress.Itwasbuiltinrecordtime

withaseatingcapacityofsixtyseventhousand(the

fourthlargestinthecolony).Manyfanswere

interviewedbeforetheeveningperformanceshow

andmanywereexpectingnothingshortofabreath

takingexperience.

Thebigcitywasunitedoncemoreasthesun

beguntoset.Thestreetswerejam packedwith

vehiclesheading to thestadium.Theairwas

electricandtheweatherwasperfect.

***
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Scottyopenedthedoortohisroom tofindFidel

standing oppositehim with a clown-likesmile

acrosshisfaceandflowersinhisrighthand.

“Alrightdude,you’remyroommateandIappreciate

everythingyoudobutcomeonmanflowers,really?”

ItwasanunconventionalgiftfromFidelandScotty

couldn’t help but express his uncomfortable

positionwithreceivingthem.

“Nosilly,they’refrom Annabel.Shepassedby

earlieranddidn’twanttodisturbyour“ohsospecial

sleep.”FidelwashumoredbyScotty’sreactionand

hadtothrowinabitofsarcasm tomakehimself

feelbetter.

“Whydidn’tshejustcallme?”Scottystretchedout

hisrightarmtoreceivethebouquetofassorted.

“IfIhadtheanswer,IthinkIwouldhavealreadytold

you.”Fidelwasbrimmingwithsarcasm,something

thatwasn’tnewbetweenthem.AlotofScottyand

Fidel’s conversations ended up in arguments,
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usuallycausedbyFidel’ssarcasm andScotty’s

inabilitytotolerateit.

“Don’tyouhaveanythingbettertodo?”Scotty

snappingbackatFidel’ssarcasmwasusuallyahint

toclearlystatethathehashadenough.

“Alright,alrightbutyoudon’thavemuchtimeman,

yourslotisprogrammedtostartinjustundertwo

hoursplusthere’sthefinalrunthroughtoo.”Fidel

couldseethatScottywasnotcompletelyawake

andwouldneedsomehelptogethim tothe

stadium.

HewenttothelivingroomandturnedtheTVonto

watchwhatwasgoingonatthestadium ashe

waitedforScottytogetready.Scottygentlyshut

thedoorbehindhim,threwtheflowerstothefar

endofthebedandthrew himselfbackonhis

messy,softrestingplace.Themomentheandhis

friendshadspentsolongworkingtowardshad

finallyarrivedanditwasrightaroundthecorner,it’s

nowonderhestartedfeelingthenerveskickin.the

thoughtofbeingonstageinfrontofthousandsof
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peopleatoncebeguntogettohimasheslumped

backintoadrowsystate.Hiseyesfeltheavyand

hisbreathingintensified.

Justacoupleminutesofsleepshoulddothetrick,

hethoughttohimself.Hebeguntofeelhisheart

beatdecreaseinspeedashetookhismindoffthe

showandfocusedongettingsomerest.

Tenminutesintohisstateofpeaceandhisphone

rang.Joltinghisheadbackhepickeditupand

lookedatthescreen,itwasAnnabel.

“Baby,it’sme.”Hecalmlyuttered.Heplacedhis

headbackonthebedandletthephonerestonhis

ear.

“Ofcourseit’syou,Scott!Ifyou’restillinbedI’m

comingthereto getyoureadymyself.You’ve

workedtoohardforthistojustbailoutatthelast

minute.”Annabelwasakindheartedpersonand

shelovedScottydearly,maybeabittoodearlyat

times.

“Booyou’restressingmeout,I’m meditating.”A

cheekysmileslitheredacrosshisfaceknowingwell

andgoodthatshe’dneverbuyhisexcuse.
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“Pfff!PleaseScott.Ineedyoutotakethisseriously;

youneedyoutotakethisseriously.Theentire

Triccolihasseenyoureffortsgetyouthisfar,you’re

nolongerdoingthisforyourself.”

ItalwaysamazedScotthowAnnabelwasableto

gofromconfrontationtocomfortinginsuchashort

spaceoftime.

“Annie,Iknowhowmuchthismeanstoyou-“

“Me?”Sheinterruptedhimbeforehecouldplaythat

cardonher.“Scotty,thisisbiggerthanme.And

you’reoneluckypunktohaveagirllikemebecause

Iknowifyoumakethisaboutme,I’llbetoblame

andwebothknowallI’veeverwantedisthebest

foryou.”

Hersharpvoicepiercedthroughthephoneand

prickedScotty’sconscience.Heremainedsilent,he

knewthatthiswasn’tthetimeforgamesandthe

truthwasthatAnnabelwasadreamcometrue.She

waswayoutofhisleague.Thefactthatshe

representedagreatfamilymadethedecisiontonot

onlylikehim butfallinlovewithhim thatmuch

moreshocking.Consideringeverythingthatwould
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usuallytearacoupleintheirsituationapart,hewas

aluckyguybecauseshewasinlovewithhimand

shewasclingy(whichprobablymadehimloveher

evenmore).

“LookScott,Ican’ttellyouwhattodobutplease

don’tgiveup.You’vegottenthisfar,whystopnow?

Whateveryoudo,goodluckandalwaysknowthatI

loveyou.”Beforehecouldrespond,shehungup.It

wasn’tirregularforhertoendcallsabruptlybutit

crossedScotty’smindthatmaybethistimeshe

mighthaveactuallybeenhurt.Hesighedand

turnedroundonhisback.Lookingupattheceiling

hereassuredhimselfthateverythingwasgoingto

bealright.OnlymyAnnieknowshow toturna

casual“wakeup”callintoadramaticscenefrom

someTelenovela,hethoughttohimselfashe

finallyfoundtheenergytogetoutofbed.

Soonhewasintheshowergoingthroughhisverse.

Ifeverhehadfeltliketheman,thismomentwasit.

Once,twiceandbythetimehewasgoingthroughit

forthethirdtimethreequartersofanhourwereall
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thatseparatedhimfromthestartoftheshow.

***

ThesunwassettinginParidosaandthevibewas

eccentric.Theairsmelledsweetandthecool

breezemadethewholeofTriccoliatrulyrefreshing

placetobe.Themusicianswereabouttogracethe

BlueSaxophone’sstageforthefirsttimeeverand

thoughthiswasn’tthefirstshowitfeltlikenothing

thelocalshadeverfeltbefore.

ThestadiumbroughtsomethingtoTriccolithatno

festivalhaddonebefore.Thelargemonument

stoodindependentandradiantagainsttheskyline.

Itbroughtthebestoutofthecityandmade

Paridosaoneofthemostattractivedistrictstobe,

especiallytoday.

Onethemostattractivefeaturesthatcamewiththe

stadiumbeingthevenueoftheperformanceswas

theuniquestage.Acircularstagebydesign,with

layersofcircularstairsallowedfortheretobea
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hollowcentertolifttheperformanceartiststoand

fromthetopofthestage.Aringofscreenscircled

thestagetodisplaytheartworktheperformersso

desired.Itwasasightforsoreeyesandbyany

standards,itwassomethingspecial.Thestagewas

setandtherewaslocalmusicbeingplayedthrough

thestadium’sspeakers.Outsidethestadium,the

atmospherewasbuildingupandthecrowdwas

increasinginsizebythesecond.Afemalevoice

wasmakingperiodicannouncementsthroughthe

stadium’sspeakersandatexactly7pmthestadium

gateswereflungopen.

Thespectatorspouredinfromeverypossibleentry

point,itwasanaweingsight.Notlongafterthe

gates were opened the voice made another

announcement.

“Ladies and gentlemen,boys and girls the

fourteenth annualParidosa show has been a

successthankstoallofyou.Weareabouttoenter

thefinalpartoftheshowwhereliveperformances

willbeenactedonthestagesetupinthecenterof

thefield.Weencourageeveryonetoremainintheir
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seatsandminimalizemovementsduringthecourse

oftheevening.Atexactly20:00hrstheprogramwill

beginwithamomentofsilenceforthedeceased.”

The music continued to play after the

announcementandthepeoplecontinuedtopour

intothestadium.By7:45pm thestadium was

almostfull.Eventheseatsthatwerespreadaround

thestagewerecompletelytakenupby7:55pm,the

BlueSaxophonewasfull.Itseemedthecrowdwas

expectingtheannouncementwhenitwas8pmfor

withoutthefemalevoice’sinstruction,thecrowd

hadalreadybeguntosettledown.Therewasa

cracklingsoundinthespeakersandthefemale

voicefollowed;

"Esteemedartists,honoredgueststheParidosa

Annualshowisanopportunityforourdistrictto

cometogetherandcelebrate.Everyyeartheshow

isatimeofconnecting,socializingbutalsoatime

ofreflection.Inthepastyeartherehavebeenlives

welcomedaswellasliveslost.Itisonlyforusto

rememberthosewe’velostbydedicatingaminute
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ofsilenceandhopethattheirsoulsareinabetter

place.”

Asthoughsomeoneturnedthevolumeoflifeoff,

Triccolifellintosilence.Thestreetsthatwerefilled

withhonksandhootswerenowdeadsilent.The

entireTriccoliwasatastandstill.

***

EverythingexceptScottyandFidelitwouldseem.

Rushingthroughthestreetsintheirsharedcarto

gettothestadium,theywerefortunateenoughto

find thatalmosteveryone wasalreadyatthe

stadium.Thismadetrafficveryeasyflowing.

AstheypassedthroughdowntownTriccoliFidel

weavedhiswaythroughalleywaystoavoidthe

constantstart-stopnaturetrafficlightsbroughtto

anydrivertryingtogetfromonepointtoanother.

“Scott,thisisyourfault,”complainedFidelashe

swervedpassedanemptycratethatwasleftinthe
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road.Scottycouldn’tbebotheredtorespondto

Fidel’scomplaintso hejustcontinued looking

forwardandlettingFidelchosetheroutehethought

best.

A coupleofminuteslaterScottymadeavalid

suggestion,“parkawayfromthestadium,thetraffic

aftertheshowwillmakeyouwishyouhadnever

driventhereinthefirstplace.”Fidelstaredat

Scotty’srandominsightofthefuture.

“Seemslegit,sincewhendidyouhavesomuch

knowledgeofstadium life?”Fidelwasexpectinga

responsebutScottyhadalreadydriftedbackinto

thezonehehadjustescapedfrom.

Theinformationaboutstadium lifecamefrom his

eldestbrother’sdigitaldiary.Itcontainedimages

andtextofScotty’sfather’schildhoodbackon

earth.Hisfatherwasagreatfootballfanandwas

fortunate enough to have crawled hiswayto

rubbingshoulderswithsomeoftheownersofthe

teamhesupported.
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