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PREFACE

The term ‘Buckawroo’ was the
original term used to-describe o
Broncobuster invthe early 1830’y and
thereafter. A Broncobuster was your
typicad individual, usually o young
male; whose chief duty it was to-
break broncos to-the saddle:
Broncos were maindy knoww as wild
Mustangs, which were found inthe
Western United States.

The name Buckaroo-was later
replaced with the move familiowr

name of today, that of Cowboy. By



the late 1860’s, “Buckawroo” was
seldom wsed anymore: Over time,
the word ‘Cowboy’ had grown to-
encompass the full scope of what true
Cowboy’s grew into:-

Your awerage cowboy had little ov
no-book learning; but his word wos
his bond. A handshake made marvy
a dead, never to-be broken without
dive consequences indeed..

They were very accomplished
riders, and as hived hands,
ranchers used their expanded, skills
not only to-break broncos, but to-

now tend to-cattle and horse herds.



These herds ranged from small to-
extremely large. Cowboys were
knoww for their great bravery while
tending herds onthe operv range:
Fromthe 1860’y to-the 1880’°s the vaust
open range sow mownvy trail drives;,
maindy cattle; to-railwoy stations inv
up and coming new towns. Cattle
were thew shipped east to- growing
markety of the lawger cities.

Many in the Eastern United,
States, and later those in the West
saw the Cowboy as folk heroes, due to-
their self-relionce and cowrage in



After the 1880’s; the open range
ended because of railroad
expansion, which brought in settlers
and formers who-fenced off their
land withv bowbed wive: The original
Cowboy died out by the turw of the
new cenifury.

This here s the story of Horace
‘Buckaroo” Douglas Muldoon, his
peaks and valleys duwring his time
spent invthe old West.

Inworder to-better understond
who-he was, and how he came to-be;
the first pauwt of this here book will

tell of his Grand Pappy —Nathaniel



Hovrace Muldoon—and thew of his
parents; Bernawd Douglas and
Victoriow Eligalbethv Muldoon
touchin o hiy sister’s and brother’s
as need be:

So-sit back inv youwr easy chair,
pouwr yourself v sweet drink; and



GRAND PAPPY MULDOON

Nathaniel Hovace Muldoonw
(Buckawroo’s Grand Pappy) was bornw
inthe heart of winter i 1786, inv
Jefferson County located within the
great state of Terwnessee. No-one
remembers much about Nathaniel's
parents, but some rumored they ravw
a small trading post not fow fromthe
main county road. Said hispappy
was v white manv and his manumy
was ov Injun squow. Yet he showed

no- sig of awvv Indiown bloodline for



his skinv was white as snow and, no-
Indionw would mistake him for
anything else but o paleface:

Hiy paventy most likely dealt inv
the sale of homemade spirity, and
tradin for furs and the like: They
also-would hawe had the basic wares
of coffee; flowr, sugaw, tobuacco;
cornmeal;, dried meaty and such ow
hand for trappers and weary
travelers passivw thwough the county.

As v youngster, Nathaniel went by
the nickname of ‘Ox;” due to-his
large; oversiged frame: Stood almost

six-feet at age eleven, and woulds



reach six-feet severv-inches at full
growti. His sandy-red haiv caused
hom mony v ruckus inv later years
and gawe way to-folks talkin’ about
his temper bein’ that of o red-hot
poker which they likened to-his red
hair. Ox sported afull red beawd,
whichy made his green eyes seesm
internse indeed. Only the drunken
or fool-hawdy dared to-challenge
this giont who- was move thenw willinw
to-take o several scoundrels at av
time. Fisty ov knives seem to- make no-
difference to- Oy, for he was ready to-
dishvout v right sound beatin/



10

whenever the need should arise to-
those mindless mud heads.

In1796 he was fortunate enoughv
to- meet up withv v young lad who-
had just migrated to-the Jefferson
County awea. Dawids Crockett was the
name of this Little runt as Ox saw
him; most folks just called the boy
Little Dawvy. Ox ond Little Dawvy weres
bothvjust tenv-years-old at the time;
yet they were full of spunk and
vinegar, as suchy wilderness youtiv
are proneto-be: A couple of real-

time rascalsy all awround, and bothv
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trouble to-occupy their time:
Little Dawvy was borw invthe
middle of August in 1786, inold
Greene County, which was also- inthe
great state of Tennessee. The boys
became instant best friends for
neowly three years, going huntin
couwntryside. Climbing trees and
skinwny dippiv invthe small lakes
and meandering creeks occupieds
their time during the sumwiner

months, activities most country boys
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powtake of during adolescence irv
those parts.

In1796 Dawvy’s Paw owned and
operated a small tawvern, which
provided adequately for their
meager fomily. No-one would howe

guessed at such o early age that
Little Dawy Crockett would one day

be knoww as the most notable
frontiersmen inv all of Americov
history; evew if most of his young
exploity were made-up tall tales and
outright exaggerations ovhis powt,
but hig stovy tellin’ was honed to-av

fine ot indeed. He was born withv
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the gift of orvatory that would carry
himvto-high places inv later years.

At age twelve or thereabouty Ox
was forced, by his parents, into-
attending the local equivalent of
what could be called loosely by some
folks o schoolhouwse: But his
attendance was ovly for av short tume
as other unknoww eventy forced the
Muwldoon family to-leave inv hast late

Some rumored that Nathaniel
Mwldoow's father was v wanted marv
ond that he packed up his fomily irv

13



14

skedaddled whenw he heord the
powers that be found out his
wherealbouty. Othery said they were
Jjust lookin for greener pastures. No-
one knows for surethe real trutivof
that late night departure; only that
they left the areav for pauwty unknown.
Ox never did leawrn to-read, nov
write; except to-print his first and
last names. The few times he did
need to-sign, he merely scratched avw
K and then printed his last noune
only underneativhis mowk. Ox'y
hooky playyinw over the few months he
attended the small schoolhouse
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caused great distress withv his Pow,
who-was not opposed to-takinw a
large switch to-his britches when he
arise.

Later when Ox reached the age of
suwumer’s eve after gettiw his Paw all
riled up over refusiv to-do-some
wwnamed choves. It was some three
yeawrsy before he retwrned to-face hig
father. His Paw welcomed the tall
lad back home with open arms to-his

cryinw’ at the shovt lived reunion. Ox
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was pert near seventeen when he
retuwrned, now considered to-be full
groww i his day, and withy his reds
beard and tall statiwre he looked to-
be ever bit o true mowv.

Whew asked where he’d been; he
told some pretty wild stories of his
youthful adventures. His bragginv
ow himself would only grow more
exaggerated as his life progressed
orwawd, into-the neowr future;,
somethivw he picked up from Little
Doawvy no-doubt.

Ovs reputation during his early

years grew as o great fighter of
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Indians; even though most was just
his bragginw ovw himself or whatnot.
Once he drew the covk onw avjug of
spirits, he was mighty fierce indeed,
to-hear himtell it. Some savy he
never had fought no-Injuns; nor no-
truly bad mew either, just wishful
boasting from v mawnv who- seemed
fearsome to-the average maw due to-
Ovs later wanderings took him to-
v mid-siged township where just by
chance he raw across his old friend,

Little Davy, who-was at that time the

local magistrate. He was brought
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