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And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 

upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 

men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
18 

And on my servants 

and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall 

prophesy: 
19 

And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth 

beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 

Acts 2:17-19 
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Foreword 

New Covenant Publications International reconnects the reader with the divine 

plan binding heaven and earth and reinforcing the perpetuity of the law of love. 

The logo, the Ark of the Covenant represents the intimacy between Christ Jesus 

and His people and the centrality of God's law. As it is written, “this shall be the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel says the Lord, I will put my law 

in their inward parts and write it in their hearts and they shall be My people, and I 

shall be their God.” (Jeremiah 31:31-33; Hebrews 8:8-10). Indeed, the new 

covenant attests to a redemption, birthed by unabated strife and sealed by blood. 

For countless centuries, many have endured galling affliction and 

incomprehensible oppression, calculated to obliterate truth. Especially in the Dark 

Ages, this light had been greatly embattled and obscured by human traditions and 

popular ignorance, because the inhabitants of the world had despised wisdom and 

transgressed the covenant. The blight of compromise with proliferating evils 

provoked such a scourge of unbridled degeneracy and diabolic inhumanity, that 

many lives were unjustly sacrificed, refusing to surrender the freedom of 

conscience. Nevertheless, a lost knowledge was revived, specifically during the 

time of the Reformation.  

The Reformation era of the 16
th

 century sparked a moment of truth, fundamental 

change and consequent turbulence, as reflected in the Counter-Reformation. 

However, through this volume, one rediscovers the undeniable significance of this 

singular revolution from the perspectives of the Reformers and other courageous 

pioneers. From their accounts, one can understand the ravaging battles, the reasons 

underlying such phenomenal resistance and supernatural interventions.  

Our motto: “Reformed Books, Transformed Minds,” accentuates the distinct genre 

of literature, composed in a critical era and its impact. It also resonates the urgency 

of personal reformation, rebirth and transformation. As the Gutenberg printing 

press, coupled by the agency of translation, disseminated the principles of the 

reformed faith, some 500 years ago, the digitalised press and online media would 

communicate in every language the light of truth in these last times.  
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I. “Experience and Views” 
We are well aware that many honest seekers after truth and Bible holiness are prejudiced 

against visions. Two great causes have created this prejudice. First fanaticism, accompanied 

by false visions and exercises, has existed more or less almost everywhere. This has led 

many of the sincere to doubt anything of the kind. Secondly, the exhibition of mesmerism, 

and what is commonly called the “mysterious rapping,” are perfectly calculated to deceive, 

and create unbelief relative to the gifts and operations of the spirit of God. 

But God is unchangeable. His work through Moses in the presence of Pharaoh was 

perfect, notwithstanding Jannes and Jambres were permitted to perform miracles by the 

power of Satan, that resembled the miracles wrought by Moses. The counterfeit also 

appeared in the days of the apostles, yet the gifts of the Spirit were manifested in the 

followers of Christ. And it is not the purpose of God to leave His people in this age of 

almost unbounded deception without the gifts and manifestations of His spirit. 

The design of a counterfeit is to imitate an existing reality. Therefore the present 

manifestation of the spirit of error is proof that God manifests Himself to His children by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, and that He is about to fulfill His word gloriously. 

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon 

all flesh: And your sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 

visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.” Acts 2:17. (CF. Joel 2:28.) 

As for mesmerism, we have ever considered it dangerous, therefore have had nothing to 

do with it. We never even saw a person in a mesmeric sleep and know nothing of the art by 

experience. 

We send out this little work with the hope that it will comfort the saints. James White. 

Saratoga Springs, N.Y., August, 1851. 
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II. Historical Prologue 
Early writings is a work of lasting and special interest to Seventh-day Adventists, for it 

embodies the earliest Ellen G. White books. These were written and first published in the 

1850’s for the edification and instruction of those who with the author had passed through 

the experiences of the sabbath-keeping Adventists in the 1840’s and the early 1850’s. This 

being so, the author assumed on the part of the reader a familiarity with the history of the 

advent awakening and the development of the Seventh-day Adventist movement that 

emerged in 1844. Consequently experiences well understood at the time are in some 

instances merely alluded to, and expressions are employed which to be correctly understood, 

must be thought of in the framework of the history of the sabbath-keeping Adventists in 

those early years. 

In 1858, in writing of the sounding of the messages of the three angels of Revelation 14, 

Ellen White deals with the experiences of those who participated in the work and draws 

lessons from these experiences, rather than giving as one might expect, a clear-cut 

presentation of the character of these messages. See pages 232-240; 254-258. She at times 

employs such now unfamiliar terms as “nominal Adventist,” “Shut door,” “Open door,” Et 

cetera. 

Today we are removed by more than a century from those heroic times. The reader must 

keep this clearly in mind. The history which was so well known to the contemporaries of 

Ellen White we shall now review, touching some of the high points of the experiences of the 

sabbath-keeping Adventists during the decade or two preceding the first publication of the 

materials that appear here. 

In the opening paragraphs Mrs. White makes brief reference to her conversion and her 

early Christian experience. She tells also of hearing lectures on the Bible doctrine of the 

expected personal advent of Christ, which was thought to be near at hand. The great Advent 

Awakening to which such brief reference is here made was a movement worldwide in its 

outreach. It emerged as the result of careful study of the prophetic scriptures on the part of 

many, and the acceptance of the good news of the coming of Jesus by large numbers of 

people throughout the world. 

The Great Advent Awakening 

But it was in the United States that the Advent message was most widely proclaimed and 

received. As Bible prophecies relating to the return of Jesus were accepted by able men and 

women of many religious faiths, a large following of earnest Adventist believers resulted. It 

should be noted, however, that no separate and distinct religious organization was formed. 

The Advent hope led to deep religious revivals that benefited all the Protestant Churches 

and led many skeptics and infidels to publicly confess their faith in the Bible and in God. 
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As the movement neared its high point in the early 1840’s, several hundred ministers 

united in proclaiming the message. In the lead was William Miller, who lived in the eastern 

edge of New York State. He was a man of prominence in his community and engaged in 

farming as a livelihood. In spite of a rich religious background, he had grown skeptical in 

his youth. He lost faith in the Word of God and adopted deistic views. While reading a 

sermon in the Baptist Church one Sunday morning, the Holy Spirit touched his heart, and he 

was led to accept Jesus Christ as his Saviour. Miller set about to study the Word of God, 

determined to find in the Bible a satisfactory answer to all his questions, and to learn for 

himself the truths set forth in its pages. 

For two years he devoted much of his time to a verse-by-verse study of the Scriptures. 

He determined not to take up the next verse until he felt he had found a satisfactory 

explanation of the one he was studying. He had before him only his Bible and a 

concordance. In time he came in his study to the prophecies of the literal, personal, second 

coming of Christ. He grappled also with the great time prophecies, particularly the 2300-day 

prophecy of Daniel 8 and 9, Which he linked with the prophecy of Revelation 14 and the 

message of the angel proclaiming the hour of God’s judgment (Revelation 14:6, 7). In this 

volume, on page 229, Mrs. White states that “God sent His angel to move upon the heart” of 

William Miller, “to lead him to search the prophecies.” 

In her girlhood Mrs. White heard Miller deliver two series of lectures in the city of 

Portland, Maine. A deep and lasting impression was made on her heart. We will let her set 

before us the reckoning of the prophecies, as Elder Miller presented them to his audiences. 

For this we turn to Mrs. White’s later book, The Great Controversy: 

The Reckoning of the Prophetic Periods 

“The prophecy which seemed most clearly to reveal the time of the second advent was 

that of Daniel 8:14: ‘Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 

cleansed.’ Following his rule of making scripture its own interpreter, Miller learned that a 

day in symbolic prophecy represents a year [Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6.]; He saw that the 

period of 2300 prophetic days, or literal years, would extend far beyond the close of the 

Jewish dispensation, hence it could not refer to the sanctuary of that dispensation. 

Miller accepted the generally received view that in the Christian age, the Earth is the 

sanctuary, and he therefore understood that the cleansing of the sanctuary foretold in Daniel 

8:14 represented the purification of the earth by fire at the second coming of Christ. If, then, 

the correct starting point could be found for the 2300 days, he concluded that the time of the 

second advent could be readily ascertained. Thus would be revealed the time of that great 

consummation, the time when the present state, with "all its pride and power, pomp and 

vanity, wickedness and oppression, would come to an end;" when the curse would be 

"removed from off the earth, death be destroyed, reward be given to the servants of God, the 
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