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PPPPrrrreeeevvvviiiieeeewwww 

     Are you a new believer in Jesus?  Then this book is for you!
     Or, are you a believer who wants to continue to grow, or would like
to start a house church, if you know of a city that needs one?  Then 
this book is for you!
     If you don’t know Jesus, you can meet him here!
     Have ever desired to start a house church, like the ones you can 
read about in the book of Acts in the Bible, or plant a church, either 
where you are living now, or in another city or town that needs one?  
If so, the little booklets and short books included in this volume could 
be used to teach the new believers who would result from your own 
ministry ideas or ones you could use from The Idea List after the “I 
Can Do” booklet in this book.
     Or maybe you know some people who could benefit from the 
concepts in this book after you have read it.  Perhaps some of you 
parents would like interesting lessons for your children to learn how 
to live for Jesus.

AAAAbbbboooouuuutttt    tttthhhheeee    AAAAuuuutttthhhhoooorrrr

     The author, Linda L. Linn, has lived in Colorado all her life.  She 
has believed in, and loved Jesus since she was a young child.  When
not doing housework, cooking or baking, she likes to play the piano, 
write stories, sew, and read.  She also enjoys travel and photography.
     Before she retired, she enjoyed teaching first, second, and third 
graders in the public school system for 27 years.  She and her 
husband, Richard, have traveled to see much of God’s beautiful 
creation in the western United States.  They are presently living in 
Montrose, Colorado.  She hopes you find this book helpful.

DDDDeeeeddddiiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn

This novel is thankfully dedicated to 
the Almighty God, who is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

God is supreme and He is the sovereign ruler.
Only He deserves our praise and service. 
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IIIInnnnttttrrrroooodddduuuuccccttttiiiioooonnnn

      This is a work of fiction, except for the Bible Scriptures, which are 
God's Word and are therefore true.  No person in this book exists in 
real life except for God the Father, God the Son, (also known as 
Jesus Christ or the Messiah), and God the Holy Spirit.  All the other 
characters, places and events in this novel are fictitious.  Any 
resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or to actual events is 
purely coincidental.  This book is meant for adults, not children, 
although with parental guidance, it has parts children might learn 
from or enjoy.
     Scriptures are shown by italics, and are this author's paraphrase 
and sometimes personalizations or summaries of the King James 
Version of the Holy Bible.  I chose the King James Version because it
has no copyright.   Basically, what I do is change words like "thee" 
and "ye" to "you", "thy" to "your", take the "eth," etc. off words, and 
sometimes use synonyms, to make it sound like more modern 
English.  You can do the same thing as you read the suggested old 
hymns in a hymnal. 
     Explanation: Many of the scenes and ideas in this volume have 
been copied with the author’s permission from novels in the Sunshine
Series, by Linda L. Linn.  Their titles are, # 1, “Everywhere There’s a 
Sunrise, Let’s Tell the Good News,” # 2, “Rejoice as the Sun Shines 
on Restorations,” and # 3, “Gladly Serve God In Sunshine or Storms,”
# 4, “Faithfully Serving Jesus In the Sunshine of His Love,”  #5, 
“Bringing Others Into the Sunshine of God's Good News....””””  All five 
novels are available to buy as printed copies from thebookpatch.com.
Or you could get each of them as ebooks or PDF files, from a web 
site called free-ebooks.net.
     My purpose, motive, and goal, for all of the books in the Sunshine 
Series of books is to present the Good News to some who may not 
have heard them and to give believers ideas and encouragement 
about how they might serve Jesus to bring as many people as 
possible into his family.  And besides that, in the novels, the readers 
get to read many good scriptures, meet people who are genuinely 
nice as they live for Jesus, and enjoy various scenes of interest and 
romance.
     This next book in the series is not a novel but is a book that is 
associated especially with #5 in the series.  So it’s number will be 5a 
in the series.  Its purpose is to further consolidate the information of 
the five little booklets, the idea list, and two short books, and put them
all into one volume in order to keep them together since they build 
upon each other.
     First I consolidated the five booklets, the idea list, and two short 
books into the fifth novel in the Sunshine Series, and then made this 
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one separate volume by taking them out of that book.  This way they 
will be easier for you to print instead of having to look through that 
whole novel and find where all the pages are, since they were used 
as scenes in the novel.  It is available as an ebook or PDF file, from 
free-ebooks.net.
     For this associated book, that PDF file would be easier to make 
prints from, than the ebooks or a printed copy.  But the printed copy 
of this book will also be available to buy from thebookpatch.com. 
Printed copies, of course cannot be free, but you only pay for the cost
of printing, tax, handling and shipping, since the retail price is only a 
dime more than the wholesale price.  I did not do this project as a 
way I can make money.
     You might want to give each booklet or short book separately to 
the new believers as you teach them, as is done in the Sunshine 
Series of novels, so the new believers would not feel overwhelmed.  
But they should be encouraged to keep and review all of them, 
because review is a good way to remember.
     As the author, I now give permission for you to copy and print all 
five booklets, the idea list, and the two short books to give free of 
charge to new believers who could be helped by them.  I know these 
are just the beginning of all the things that people can learn about 
living lives that are worthy of our Savior, Jesus.  But they are a start, 
and people can go on from here.  Or you could just tell them the title 
and the name of the web site, Free-ebooks.net, and let them 
download and print it themselves.  Do whatever would work best for 
them and you
      The following sections contain the contents, questions, answers, 
and comments of the first five little booklets, the idea list, and two 
short books that were given to new believers by the church in that 
series of novels.  In this volume, each short section begins with some
words in bold type
     For the idea list, some of the ideas have explanations, comments, 
and ways to use them.  So The Idea List could be a little booklet on 
it’s own, if you choose to use it that way.
     Hopefully the little booklets are more interesting because they are 
written as if people are reading them aloud, and making comments or
asking questions as needed.
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PPPPrrrroooolllloooogggguuuueeee

Jeremiah 17:7,8, Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, and
whose hope is the LORD.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the

waters, that spreads out its roots by the river, and shall not care when
heat comes.  But its leaf shill be green, and it will not be troubled in

the year of drought, and will not cease from yielding fruit.

      In the fifth novel, Brad is a reporter living for a short time in the 
Visitors’ Cabin of Mercy Valley Ranch, where he is working on a story
about the ranch.  He went horseback riding with Evan and Candy 
Beckett and their four foster girls, Kate, Bonnie, Flora, and Reba.  
Reba had one leg that was shorter than the other one and had to 
wear a lifted shoe.  But she still walked with a limp.  Two other girls, 
Stella and Liz, who, were also on this ride, noticed her.  They both 
realized that the same Holy Spirit who was in Jesus when he was on 
earth is now living in them and that Jesus could heal through them 
like he did when he was on the earth so long ago.
     After the ride, while they were putting the saddles back in the tack 
room, Liz shared her testimony and asked Reba if they could pray for 
her leg.  With Reba’s permission they prayed for Reba as she sat on 
a chair so all could see that the short leg grew longer to match the 
other leg.  Reba got up and walked as naturally as any girl her age. 
After their amazement quieted down, Liz and Stella thanked Jesus for
what he had done and reviewed the Good News those girls had 
already heard at home.  All four girls and Brad, who was also in the 
tack room, prayed a prayer aloud, separately, to accept Jesus as 
their Savior.
     Now they could start reading, commenting on, and asking 
questions about the new believers booklet, titled “Your New Life.”  
Evan and Candy, the foster parents of those four girls on the ranch 
family, let Brad join them in their studies, since he was living on the 
ranch for a while at the time.
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1. “YYYYoooouuuurrrr    NNNNeeeewwww    LLLLiiiiffffeeee”

Colossians 3:9b,10, … we have, put off the old man with his deeds,
and have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge

after the image of him who created us.

     EEEEvvvvaaaannnn    ssssaaaaiiiidddd,,,,    ““““SSSSiiiinnnncccceeee    aaaallllllll four of you girls and Brad accepted Jesus as 
your Savior on the same day, we can all read part of this little booklet,
called ‘Your New Life.’ It is about new believers, and it, along with the
other little booklets we will read later can help you learn how to live 
for Jesus now that he is your Savior.  This book can be part of our 
Bible studies.”
     Kate asked humbly, “How can we do that?  It’s not a Bible is it?”
     “No, it isn't a Bible, but it talks about the Bible and it also has a lot 
of Bible verses in it,” Candy answered.  Since Brad already had one, 
she gave each of the girls a little booklet and said, “You can make 
notes in the margins and other places for notes. It would be a good 
idea for you to save each booklet so you can review it later and study 
the verses and especially the parts about how to live your new life as 
a believer in Jesus.”
     Evan continued,  “I have a PDF copy of this little booklet up on 
these two computer monitors so we can all see it at the same time 
and stay together better.  So who would like to read the title and 
introduction out loud?”
     Kate volunteered, “I will, now that I understand how it can be part 
of our Bible study.”  So she read, “This booklet is called, ‘Your New 
Life.’  Introduction: This booklet will help you understand what you did
when you accepted Jesus as your Savior and help you to learn some 
ways you can live your new life for Jesus.  You can read it aloud with 
people who can answer your questions as you go, or you can write 
your questions on paper and get answers later.”  Then Kate stated, “I 
like the idea of having us take turns reading it aloud so we can get 
our questions answered as we go.”
     The other girls and Brad nodded in agreement.
     “Good,” and then Evan explained, “you can interrupt the reading 
with a question or comment when the reader reaches the end of a 
sentence.”
     They all nodded and Bonnie read next, starting on page one.  “You
are a new believer because you read or listened to Bible verses 
telling you the Good News about Jesus, who is and what he did.  
Some of those verses might have been the same as some of the 
following ones printed here as this author’s paraphrase of The King 
James version of the Holy Bible.”
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     John 3:16,17, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, so that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn it, but that the world might be saved through him.”
     Candy inserted, “People need Jesus to save them from their sins 
because sin separates us from God, and there is no other way to God
except through Jesus.”
     Brad and the girls nodded again and then Brad read the next 
verses, “Romans 3:10 says, there is none righteous, no not one.     
Romans 3:23 says, For all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God.  And Romans 6:23 says, For the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
     Ephesians 2:8,9 says, For by grace you are saved, through faith; 
and not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man 
should boast.”
     Flora asked, “Why shouldn’t people boast?”
     “I think,” answered Evan, “that if people could do enough good 
works to save themselves then they would be proud and conceited 
and could boast, but not give the glory to God.”
     “So then,” Flora suggested, “since the other verses state that all 
have sinned, and nobody is righteous, they could not ever do it by 
themselves anyway.”
     “Exactly,” agreed Candy, “the next verses tell us what Jesus did 
for people.  Would you read next Reba?”
     Reba nodded and took her turn to read, “Philippians 2:7,8 says, 
Jesus, made himself of no reputation and took on himself the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.  Being found in the 
form of a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross.”
     Candy observed, “The next verses in the booklet tell who Jesus is.
In these verses Jesus is called the Word.  Go ahead and read them.”
       So Reba continued reading, “John 1:1-4, In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 
was in the beginning with God and all things were made by him and 
without him was not anything made, that was made.  In him was life 
and the life was the light of men.”
     Then Reba asked, “But what do these verses mean?”  
     Evan explained, “These verses are talking about Jesus, God’s 
Son, who was with God and was also God.  In Genesis chapter one it
tells how the triune God created the world.  John 1:14a says the 
Word became flesh and lived among us.  Jesus was born into the 
world through Mary, on the first Christmas, so he could be God and 
man at the same time.  He did this so he could live a perfect life 
without ever sinning.  This is the only way he could give his life to pay
the penalty for all the sins men have committed.  God raised him from
the dead on the third day and he lives in Heaven.”
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     “Thank you,” said Reba.  “It makes more sense now.”
     Brad inserted, “I agree.  That was a good explanation.”
     Flora read next, “In John 1:11,12 it says, Jesus came to his own 
but his own did not receive him, but to as many as did receive him 
and believe in his name, he gave power to become the children of 
God.”
     Flora inserted, “I remember Stella and Liz explaining what these 
verses mean.  People who will believe in Jesus and what he did can 
be God’s children.  Jesus helps us live our lives for him now on earth,
and gives us the hope of living in Heaven with him for eternity.”
     Brad and the other girls nodded, remembering what they had 
heard in the tack room the other day.  Then Flora continued reading.  
“Acts 16:31a says, Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be 
saved.  And Romans 10:9,10 says, If you shall confess with your 
mouth the Lord Jesus and shall believe in your heart that God has 
raised him from the dead, you shall be saved.  For with the heart man
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.”
     Then Kate declared, “We each did what those verses said to do, 
and now we are God’s children!  This booklet gives us a good review 
of what we did.”
     “Yes it does,” agreed Flora and she went on to finish that section 
of the booklet.  “This next paragraph contains a prayer that we could 
repeat.  But we already prayed something like it in the tack room.  It 
says, ‘God, I realize that I am a sinner.  I confess these sins to you.  
Name the ones you think of. … … Please forgive me.  Thank you that 
you already paid the price for my sins by dying on the cross, and that 
God raised you from the dead.  I believe in you and ask you to be my 
Savior.  Thank you very much.  Amen.’ It’s a good review also.” 
     Candy commended them, “Thank you, girls and Brad, for your 
good reading and comments on this part of the booklet.  We can 
continue from here during our next Bible study time.”

     FFFFoooorrrr    tttthhhheeee    nnnneeeexxxxtttt    BBBBiiiibbbblllleeee    ssssttttuuuuddddyyyy time on the ranch, Evan began by reading
the first paragraph of the next section in the “Your New Life” booklet.  
“Here are some things you ought to do now that you believe in Jesus 
as your Savior.  Continue to thank God when you remember what 
Jesus has done for you.  You can look back at some of the verses we
read yesterday to get some ideas of what to thank him for and also 
read Colossians 1:12-14, Give thanks to the Father who has made us
able to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.  He has 
delivered us from the power of darkness and has taken us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son in whom we have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins.”
     “What’s the power of darkness?” inquired Bonnie.
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     Candy responded, “When I looked it up on the web, I understood 
that the power of darkness is like the opposite of Jesus and his light 
and love.  And since we believe in Jesus we are delivered from that 
power.  Even if we sin again all we have to do is confess it and ask to 
be forgiven, and request help to do better.”
     Then Evan went on reading, “2 Corinthians 5:21 gives us some 
other ideas, God made Jesus, who knew no sin, to be sin for us so 
that we could be made the righteousness of God in Jesus.  These are
good things we can be grateful for when we thank God.”
    Flora read next “Now you are a part of God's family, with the full 
assurance that since you believed in God's Son, you will have eternal
life, starting now and lasting through eternity.”
     Reba asked, “What makes us part of God’s family?”
     Candy answered patiently, “Look back a couple pages and read 
John 1:12 again for the answer.”
     “Oh yeah,” realized Reba after reading it, “I remember now, thank 
you.  And also John 3:16 tells about everlasting life, and it means the 
same as eternal life.”
     Flora continued reading, “Nothing and nobody can take you out of 
Jesus' hands.”
      Kate mentioned, “I remember hearing about that in the story 
about Jesus being the Good Shepherd.”
     “Right,” agreed Even, “and that story is in John 10, and verse 29 
uses most of those same words.”
     Flora went on reading, “Your life on this earth will be different now 
and there are many things you will need to learn.  The best place to 
learn these things would be in something called a ‘new believers 
small group.’  Those groups have new believers in them and usually 
meet once a week.  They start by answering questions about this little
booklet.  Later they have time for singing, praise reports, teachings 
and a prayer times. In that group you will learn even more about how 
to live and about water baptism, and why it is important.”
     Candy explained, “You girls are already in a class taught by Karen
Spencer, and it is somewhat like a small group.  Also, in this family 
group, we can cover other things they would cover in a new believers 
small group.”
     Bonnie read next, “The Bible is a very important book for you now 
that you are believers.  It would help you a lot if you would read some 
of it every day, so you can learn how God wants you to live this new 
life.   2 Corinthians 5:17 says, Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is 
a new creature.  Old things have passed away, behold, all things 
have become new.   The Bible, will tell you what your new life will be 
like here on this earth, and it will also tell you some things about what
your eternal life will be like when you go to heaven.”
     Kate commented, “Both of those sound interesting.”
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     Brad read next, “Feelings come and go, as you've learned in this 
life.  We cannot live our lives by feelings.  But you have joy and 
peace now, and they're not just feelings.  They are part of the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit.  He produces them in you.  Galatians 5:22,23 say, the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering or patience, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control; against 
such things there is no law.  Read those verses over again to 
yourselves and think about them.  This valuable fruit of the Holy Spirit
will start to become more and more a part of your lives as you 
surrender your will to him.”
     Flora questioned, “How do we surrender our will to him?”
     “Good question, Flora,” Evan answered, “I think we can start by 
doing what Jesus said to pray in Matthew 6:9b,10,… Our Father in 
heaven, may your name be hallowed (or sacred and holy.)   May your
kingdom come and your will be done in earth as it is in heaven.”
     Candy continued, “Yes, surrendering to him and doing God’s will 
are a process in the believers life.  We will study more about your 
good question in the third little booklet about the Holy Spirit, so we 
can learn more about how to do it.”
     Flora nodded and then Reba took a turn reading, “The Christian 
life is not all trouble-free with nice feelings, although we will also 
enjoy good feelings when we have them.  There will be trials, and 
some things will seem to go wrong.  This is why Jesus told people to 
count the cost when they wanted to follow him.  But he says he will 
always be with us and will help us.  Many times we won't feel happy 
and elated, but we live by faith.  Faith is what you used when you 
believed in Jesus and asked him to forgive you and be your Savior.  
Faith is what you will continue to use the rest of your life.  You'll 
believe by faith that God will work all things together for good for 
those who love him and are called according to his purpose, as is 
says in Romans 8:28.
     Flora commented, “I like what that verse says.”
     Kate agreed, “I do also,” and then it was her turn to read, “Since 
the Holy Spirit is living inside of us now and is producing his fruit, we 
can believe by faith that we can still experience his peace and joy 
even when things don't go the way we desire.  We can love and be 
patient with difficult people in our lives by faith that the Holy Spirit is 
producing that fruit in our lives.  We can be self-controlled and gentle 
instead of angry, by faith with the Holy Spirit's help.  It won't all 
happen at once.  Change takes time and sometimes our own will gets
in the way, but we can confess when we fail, and he promises to 
forgive, as it says in 1 John 1:9, If we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”
     Brad inquired, “You mean we can still sin?”
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    “Yes,” Evan responded, “we will still sin from time to time.  Maybe 
you've heard the saying,  ‘Christians aren’t perfect; they're just 
forgiven.’  I don't know who said that but it’s true.”
     Flora had another turn to read. “It will help you to not sin if you do 
what Ephesians 4:22-24 says,… Put off … the way the old man lived… 
Be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and … put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness…  Don’t 
be too hard on yourselves, and don’t expect yourself or others to be 
perfect.  The only one who is perfect is the triune God: the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  You'll learn more about the Trinity and many 
other things as you study the Bible and go to church.
      Bonnie commented, “I like the picture of putting off the old man 
and putting on the new one.  We have to do it, because it doesn’t just 
happen, and nobody else can do it for us.”
     “Very true, Bonnie,” and then Candy asked, “Brad would you read 
again?”
     Brad nodded and read, “Here is a summary of some actions of the 
old man that we should put off in verses 25-31.  Put off lying, sinning 
when angry, giving place to the devil, stealing, using corrupt speech, 
bitterness, anger (and all its synonyms,) and evil speaking.  In this 
summary and paraphrase of Ephesians 4:1b-3, Paul pleads with 
believers to walk worthy of being called believers, with lowliness, 
meekness, patience and bearing with one another in love and trying 
to keep unity and peace.”
     Reba stated, “What a complete list of things to get rid of in our 
lives and good things to do!  I hope I can do it!”
     “Good news, Reba,” declared Evan, “Philippians 4:13 says I can 
do all things through Jesus who strengthens me.” 
     Bonnie said, “It’s a good promise.  Now I’ll read again.  Here are 
some other new things to put on.  Ephesians 4:32 says,… be kind to 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake has forgiven you.  Then the next two verses in 
Ephesians 5 add Be therefore followers of God as dear children and 
walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and has given himself for us 
as an offering and a sacrifice to God… The rest of the chapter lists 
many other bad things believers should not do and some good things 
to do.  This could make a good study for you to do on your own at 
another time.”
     Candy agreed with what Bonnie had read, “Yes it would.”
     Then Evan said, “I’ll read the last paragraph.  The Bible teaches 
us how we need to live now that we believe in Jesus.  Colossians 
chapter 2 has some other verses that will help us.  Verse 3 states that
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Jesus. 
Therefore, verse 4 says, do not let anyone beguile you with enticing 
words.  Verses 6-8a continue, You have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him, established in the 

12



faith as you have been taught.  Abound in it with thanksgiving.  
Beware lest anyone spoil you through philosophy (beliefs) and vain 
deceit (proud or useless lies.)  Now it’s getting late, so I think we 
should continue from here the next time.”

     BBBBeeeeffffoooorrrreeee    tttthhhheeeeiiiirrrr    nnnneeeexxxxtttt    ssssttttuuuuddddyyyy    ttttiiiimmmmeeee,,,,    EEEEvvvvaaaannnn    eeeexxxxppppllllaaaaiiiinnnneeeedddd, “This    part of the first 
booklet called ‘Your New Life,’ will be a good Bible study of parts of 
Ephesians 1-3, so bring your Bibles with you and find the first chapter
in Ephesians.”
     Candy and Evan and Brad were already seated near the computer
monitors with their Bibles open.  Their four girls came quickly and 
found Ephesians 1 so they were ready also.
     Candy instructed, “Read the first seven verses.”  When they 
finished she said, “Now look here at the monitors and see how the 
author personalized, paraphrased, and summarized those verses.  
Reba would you please read the first paragraph for us?
     Reba nodded and read, “You already read Ephesians 1:1-7, to 
yourself and now, you will read the way this author summarized from 
verse 3b, and made it personal.  I praise and thank you Father 
because you blessed me with all spiritual blessings, you chose me to 
be holy and blameless for you, adopted me to be your child, 
according to your will and grace, by which you made us accepted in 
Jesus.  In him I have redemption and forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of his grace.  Now read verses 11-14 to yourselves.”
     They looked up when they finished, and Evan asked Brad to read 
next.  Brad read, “This is another personalized summary.  Since I 
trusted in Christ, I have obtained an inheritance in Jesus by God’s will
and I will be to his praise.  I am sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise 
as a down payment of my inheritance, to the praise of his glory.
     Evan inserted, “I like the way the verses in Ephesians chapter 1 
repeat being to the praise of God’s glory.  God gave us his grace and 
forgave our sins when we believed and trusted in Jesus, plus he 
sealed us with the Holy Spirit.  All of this brings praise to God.  Now 
try personalizing and summarizing verses 17-20 and write them in 
these new Bible study notebooks.”
     Candy and Evan handed them each a pen, plus a notebook in 
different colors so each one could keep track of it easily.
     When they finished, Kate read what she had written, “Father of 
Jesus, please give me the spirit of wisdom and revelation and 
understanding so I can know the hope of your calling, the riches of 
the glory of your inheritance for us, and what is your exceedingly 
great power for us who believe.  It is like your power that raised Jesus
from the dead and seated him at your right hand in heaven.”
     “Good job, Kate,” commended Candy, “you included all the 
important parts of that prayer.  I’m sure the rest of you also did well, 
so now you know one way to make Bible studies relate to you.   Now 
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I’ll read this next part in Ephesians 2:1-3.  It reminds us about what 
we were before Jesus saved us.  This is how I summarized and 
personalize it.  God made us alive when we were dead in our sins, 
when we walked according to the world and the prince of the power 
of the air, who is the spirit working in the children of disobedience.  
We used to live like them … fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the
mind, so we were by nature the children of wrath, like the others 
were.  When Flora reads the next part, you’ll see that the author has 
personalized and summarized Ephesians 2:4-10 for us.
     So Flora read, “God is rich in mercy and has great love.  He made 
me alive with Christ when I was dead in sins.  He raised me up to sit 
with Christ in heavenly places, so he could show the surpassing 
riches of his grace by his kindness to me through Jesus.  I am saved 
as a gift from God, by grace through faith, not of myself or works, so I 
can’t boast.  I am God’s workmanship, created in Jesus to do good 
works already ordained by God.  These verses make it clear that 
salvation is a gift and that we should do good works now.”
     “Right,” agreed Bonnie, “I get to read next.  Parts of Ephesians 
2:12-22 say, I need to remember that I used to be without Jesus and 
was a foreigner and stranger to the covenant of promise and I had no 
hope and was without God.  But now I have been brought near by 
Jesus blood, because he is my peace and he reconciled me to God 
by the cross.  Through Jesus I have access by one Spirit to the 
Father, and therefore I am no longer a stranger. …  Now I am being 
built together with the other saints to be a dwelling for God.  Those 
verses say a lot about who I am now that Jesus saved me.”
     “Yes they do,” Evan concurred.  “I'll read next, Here is a summary 
of Ephesians 3:6-12 as it relates to me.  Because of the gospel, I am 
a fellow heir with Israel, a member of one body, and I can share in the
promise in Christ. … In Jesus we have boldness and can approach 
God with confidence.  This is a great privilege.”
     Candy nodded emphatically.  “Oh, good, I get to read the 
personalized prayer included here in verses 16-19. Father, please 
grant me according to the riches of your glory, to be strengthened 
with power by your Spirit in my inner being, so that Christ may dwell 
in my heart by faith, and I can be rooted and grounded in love.  May I 
understand with all the saints how wide and long and deep and high 
the love of Christ is, and be filled with all the fullness of God.  This 
would be a good prayer to pray often.”
     “It definitely would be!” Evan declared.  “And now let’s all praise 
God by reading verses 20,21 the way they are in the Bible.  Now to 
him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask 
or think, according to the power that works in us, to him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 
Amen.”
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     Then Candy explained, “The last part of this little booklet is for 
people in other cities looking for a church and small groups they can 
attend. We’ll read it to you, so you girls and Brad can see that Grace 
‘n’ Faith Church in Pine City a very good church, which is like the one
mentioned here.  We and all the other families on this ranch attend it.”
     The following paragraphs are what that part of the booklet said.
     Evan read, “If you are interested in finding a good church, try to 
find a church that believes in the Bible as God's inspired Word and 
God's plan of salvation.  That includes what Jesus did while he was 
on earth, living a perfect life so he could be the sacrifice to pay for the
sins of men.  After his crucifixion, God raised Jesus from the dead 
and now Jesus is alive and in Heaven interceding for us.  He has sent
the Holy Spirit to believers to empower them to serve him.  Jesus will 
return some day and take believers to be with him in Heaven.”
     Candy read the rest.  “The church is made up of believers who 
have Jesus’ Holy Spirit in them.  They now live like Jesus as a 
lifestyle, not just go to church on Sundays.  Jesus works through 
them by the Holy Spirit, giving power and guidance to do his will in 
evangelism, solving problems, and edifying each other.  The Holy 
Spirit distributes his gifts according to his will to do his work.  
      “The church is Jesus' Body functioning on earth to do what Jesus 
himself did and would do, but not just in one time and place but also 
through many churches around the world.  That doesn’t all happen in 
just one service on the weekend.  It needs small groups and pairs or 
teams of believers who are sent out to minister by Jesus through the 
Holy Spirit.  You will be learning more in other little booklets about the
Holy Spirit and small groups and ministries.” 
     To finish this Bible study Evan had each girl and Brad look up the 
definition of one term apiece that they would be hearing in the church 
services, in small group meetings and when they would read the 
Bible.  Those terms included: believer, Christian, grace, follower, 
disciple.  Candy handed them a Bible dictionary so they could pass it 
around and take turns looking up one apiece. Plus there are many 
other terms connected to the life of a believer that they would need to
look up later.
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2222....    ““““WWWWaaaatttteeeerrrr    BBBBaaaappppttttiiiissssmmmm....””””

Colossians 2:12, we are buried with Jesus in baptism,
 and are also risen with him through faith in God 

who raised Jesus from the dead.

     EEEEvvvvaaaannnn    iiiinnnnttttrrrroooodddduuuucccceeeedddd    tttthhhheeeeiiiirrrr    next Bible study time, by holding up another 
little booklet with the title, “Water Baptism.”  He said, “Now we’re 
ready to learn about this topic from this booklet and the Bible verses 
in it.”
     Brad and the girls looked totally puzzled and Flora finally asked, 
“What is water baptism?”
     “This little booklet will explain it,” answered Evan, “scoot up closer 
to the computer monitors and I’ll bring up a PDF copy of the booklet 
on each one so we can take turns reading and following along like we
did with the ‘Your New Life’ booklet.  And remember you can make 
notes like you did with the first booklet.”  They all nodded and 
followed his directions.
     Candy began the reading today, “In this booklet, you'll be learning 
more about water baptism.  That topic was also mentioned in the first 
booklet, but this booklet will add to what it said.  This one contains 
teaching about what water baptism means, why it is important, and 
how it is done.  In other words it is about the what, why, when, where,
and how of water baptism.  Since you can read this, it won’t be like so
much overwhelming information as if you would hear all at once in a 
meeting or with another group.  It even has the floor plan of the 
baptismal area, dressing rooms, and showers.”
     Evan read next, "Let's talk about what water baptism is.  John the 
Baptist did a water baptism that was different from the water baptism 
for believers.  John was getting people ready to meet Jesus by 
having them repent of their sins and be baptized publicly to show they
had repented.”
     “Where is John the Baptist found in the Bible?” Kate inquired.
     Candy responded, “Both Matthew and Luke tell his story in detail.”
     So they read about him in Luke chapter three and understood 
better about him.  Kate wrote Luke 3 in the margin of her little booklet.
     Then Evan continued to read, “When believers are baptized, it is in
obedience to Jesus, who said in Matthew 28:19 for his disciples to 
baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  And Colossians 2:12 says that we are buried with Jesus in 
baptism, and are also risen with him through faith in God who raised 
Jesus from the dead.  Colossians 3:1 states: Since you are risen with 
Christ, seek those things, which are above, where Christ sits on the 
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right hand of God.”  Then he asked, “Bonnie, would you please 
continue reading from there?”
     "Yes,” said Bonnie, “Romans 6:3-6, says, When we were baptized 
into Jesus Christ, we were baptized into his death.  Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.  For if we are like him in his death, we shall also be 
raised like his resurrection.  Knowing that our old man is crucified 
with him … so we no longer serve sin.  Skip to verse 11.  Likewise 
consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”
     Candy commented, “Like we learned in the first booklet, those 
verses do not mean we'll never sin again, because that won't happen 
until we get to heaven.  But when we do sin, we do as 1 John 1:9 
says, If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
      The girls nodded in understanding and Brad read next, "Here is 
the reason why water baptism is so important.  Water baptism is a 
representation of being buried with Jesus when we go all the way 
down under the water, and of being raised with him when we come 
up out of the water.”
     Reba questioned, “Does this mean that we have to go clear down 
under the water, and get totally wet?”
     “Yes it does,” replied Evan patiently, “because it symbolizes being 
buried.  We have to go all the way under before we can be raised up.”
     “Oh,” she acknowledged, “it just seemed rather strange.”
     “I agree,” then Brad finished the paragraph. “It is also a public 
testimony to the people we know, that we have decided to believe in, 
follow, and obey Jesus for the rest of our lives.  Besides that, it is 
something we can look back on.  When we remember what it means, 
it can help us to live our lives for Jesus.”
     “Right,” inserted Candy, “I often reminded myself in middle and 
high school that my water baptism meant I would continue to follow 
and obey Jesus.  It helped me to resist when some of my former 
‘friends’ tried to talk me into doing something bad.”
     Evan nodded and then explained, "Since you girls and Brad 
probably haven't seen a baptism in process, I'll show you a video clip 
of two people, a man and then a woman, being baptized in our 
church.  By seeing it, you will be able to understand how it's done."   
He showed the clip and then asked, "Did you notice that the people 
put their hand up to gently squeeze their noses shut?  This will help 
to keep the water out of your nose.  Be sure to keep your mouth 
closed as well."
     Flora continued reading from there, "If any of you wear hearing 
aids, or anything else that should not get wet, be sure to take them off
in the dressing room.  Also, if for any reason your doctor has told you 
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