
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
nil m hi hi i inn mini

'

3 1822 00809 6372



LIBRARY 1

UNIVK*S1TY OF
CALIFORNIA
SAN DIEGO ,



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO

3 1822 00809 6372

SO









"As you please, father," the girl ans •

lowering her eyes.

( The Country Parson, pi<- 18 I





Wik*v&VT) 31: £» ition

THE COUNTRY PARSON
AND ALBERT SAVARUS

THE PEASANTRY

BY

HONORE De BALZAC
With Introductions by

GEORGE SAINTSBURY

IHL\

THE THOMPSON PUBLISHING COMPANY
SAINT LOUIS AND PHILADELPHIA



COPYRIGHTED 1901

BY

3obn S>. Bvil

All Rights Reserved



CONTENTS

PART I

INTRODUCTION....
THE COUNTRY PARSON

:

{LeCurlde lil/age)

I. VERONIgUE -

II. TASCHERON -

III. THE CURE OF MONTEGNAC

IV. MADAME GRASLIN AT MONTEGNAC

V. VERONIQUE IS LAID IN THE TOMB

ALBERT SA VARUS
(Albert Suvat us)

PART II

FAOK

ix

I

- 49

- 78

- 129

- 229

- 271

INTRODUCTION

THE PEASANTRY

CHAP.

I. THE CHATEAU

(/.« PUysuns)

BOOK I

II. A BUCOI.IC OVICKLOOKED BV VIKGII.

III. THE TAVERN

IV. ANOTHER IDYLL
VOL. IO—

I

3

20

34

52



iv CONTENTS

CHAP. PAGE
V. THE ENEMIES FACE TO FACE - - 68

VI. A TALE OF ROBBERS - - - "9°
VII. OF EXTINCT SOCIAL SPECIES - - - I07

VIII. THE GREAT REVOLUTIONS OF A LITTLE VALLEY 121

IX. OF MEDIOCRACY ----- 146

X. A HAPPY WOMAN'S PRESENTIMENTS - - 165

XI. THE OARISTYS, THE EIGHTEENTH ECLOGUE OF
THEOCRITUS, LITTLE APPRECIATED IN A

COURT OF ASSIZE - 180

XII. SHOWS HOW THE TAVERN IS THE PEOPLE'S

PARLIAMENT - - - - - I99

XIII. THE PEASANTS' MONEY-LENDER - - - 217

BOOK II.

I. THE BEST SOCIETY OF SOULANGES - - 239

II. THE QUEEN'S DRAWING-ROOM - 262

III. THE CAFE DE LA PAIX - 280

IV. THE TRIUMVIRATE OF V1LLE-AUX-FAYES - 291

V. HOW A VICTORY WAS WON WITHOUT A BLOW - 305

VI. THE FOREST AND THE HARVEST - - 313

VII. THE GREYHOUND ----- 322

VIII. RUSTIC VIRTUES ----- 334

IX. THE CATASTROPHE .... 338

X. THE VICTORY OF THE VANQUISHED - * 344

(Translator, Ellen Marriage)



ILLUSTRATIONS

PART I

'•AS YOU PLEASE, I ITHER," THE GIRL ANSWERED, LOWERING

HER EYES (p. l8)----- Frontispiece

PAGE

WHEN VERONIQUE WAS LEARNING TO WALK, HER
FATHER SQUATTED UPON HIS HEELS FOUR PACES

AWAY - ----- 8

"AH, SAVE HIS SOUL AT LEAST!" - - - 102

TASCHERON'S SISTER CLASPED HER HANDS AT :

SIGHT OF THIS GHOST ----- 237

PART II

SHE LEANT ON EM1I.E BLONDET'S ARM - - - 168

A TUG AT HIS GRANDFATHER'S BLOUSE, WHICH SENT
THE OLD MAX OVER OX Till. MOUND - - 238





THE COUNTRY PARSON

AND

ALBERT SAVARUS





INTRODUCTION

Perhaps in no instance of Balzac's work is his singular fancy

for pulling that work about more remarkably instanced and

illustrated than in the case of Le Cure de Village. The

double date, 1837-1845, which the author attached to it, in

his usual conscientious manner, to indicate these revisions,

has a greater signification than almost anywhere else. When

the book, or rather its constituent parts, first appeared in the

Presse for 1839, having been written the winter before, not

only was it very different in detail, but the order of the parts

was altogether dissimilar. Balzac here carried out his favor-

ite plan—a plan followed by many other authors no doubt,

but always, as it seems to me, of questionable wisdom—that

of beginning in the middle and then "throwing back" with a

long retrospective and explanatory digression.

In this version the story of Tascheron's crime and its pun-

ishment came first; and it was not till after the execution

that the early history of Veronique (who gave her name to

this part as to a Suite du Cure de Village) was introduced.

This history ceased at the crisis of her life ; and when it was

taken up in a third part, called Veronique au Tombeau, only

the present conclusion of the book, with her confession, was

given. The long account of her sojourn at Montegnae, of

her labors there, of the episode of Farrabesche, and so forth,

did not appear till 1841, when the whole book, with the in-

versions and, insertions just indicated, appeared in such a

changed form, that even the indefatigable M. de Lovenjoul

dismisses as "impossible" the idea of exhibiting a complete
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