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PREFACE.

THE Writer felt it necessary, on a former occasion, to state,

that, in sketching his marine life, he did not deem himself

obliged to adhere, very closely, to the chronological order oi

nautical improvements. It is believed that no very great viola

tion of dates will be found in the following pages. If any keen-

eyed critic tf the ocean, however, should happen to detect a

rope rove through the wrong leading-block, or a term spelt in

such a manner as to destroy its true sound, he is admonished of

the duty of ascribing the circumstances, in charity, to any thing
but ignorance on the part of a brother. It must be remembered

that there is an undue proportion of landsmen employed in the

mechanical as well as the more spiritual part of book-making ;

a fact which, in itself, account* for the numberless imperfections

that still embarrass the respective departments of the occupation,

fn due time, no doubt, a remedy will be found for this crying

evil; and then the world may hope to see the several branches

of the trade a little better ordered. The true Augustan age of

literature can never exist until works shall be as accurate, in

their typography, as a "
log book," and as sententious, in their

matter, as a w watch-bill."

On the less important point of the materials, which are very

possibly used to so little advantage in his present effort, the

Writer does not intend to be very communicative. If their truth

be not apparent, by the manner in which he has set forth the

events in the tale itself, he must be content to lie under the

imputation of having disfigured it, by his own clumsiness. All

testimony must, in the nature of things, resolve itself into three

great classes the positive, the negative, and the circumstantial.

The first and the last are universally admitted to be entitled to

the most consideration ; since the third can only be resorted to

in the absence of the two others. Of the positive evidence of

the verity of its contents, the book itself is a striking proof. It is

hoped, also, that there is no want of circumstance to support

this desirable character. If these two opening points be admit

ted, those who may be still disposed to cavil are left to the full

enjoyment of their negation, with which the Writer wishes them

junt as much success as the queition may merit.



THE

RED ROVER.

CHAPTER I.

r\
PAR. " Mars dote on you for his novices."

AWt Well that ends WtU.

No one, who is familiar with the bustle and activ

ity of an American commercial town, would recog
nize, in the repose which now reigns in the ancient

'nart of Rhode Island, a place that, in its day, has

been ranked amongst the most important ports along
the whole line 01 our extended coast. It would

seem, at the first glance, that nature had expressly
fashioned the spot to anticipate the wants and to

realize the wishes of the mariner. Enjoying the

four great requisites of a safe and commodious haven,
a placid basin, an outer harbour, and a convenient

roadstead, with a clear offing, Newport appeared,
to the eyes of our European ancestors, designed to

shelter fleets and to nurse a race of hardy and ex

pert seamen. Though the latter anticipation has

not been entirely disappointed, how little has reality
answered to expectation in respect to the former
A successful rival has arisen, even in the immediate

vicinity of this seeming favourite of nature, to defeat

all the calculations of mercantile sagacity, and to

add another to the thousand existing evidences
" that

the wisdom of man is foolishness."

There are few towns of any magnitude, within

our broad territories, in which so little change has

been effected in half a century as in Newport. Un
til the vast resources of the interior were developed ,

A2
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the beautiful island on which it stands was a chosen

retreat of the affluent planters of the south, from the

heats and diseases of their burning climate. Here

they resorted in crowds, to breathe the invigorating
breezes of the sea. Subjects of the same govern
ment, the inhabitants of the Carolinas and of Ja
maica met here, in amity, to compare their respective
habits and policies, and to strengthen each other in

a common delusion, which the descendants of both

in the third generation, are beginning to perceive
and to regret.
The communion left, on the simple and unprac

tised offspring of the Puritans, its impression both

of good and evil. The inhabitants of the country,
while they derived, from the intercourse, a portion
of that bland and graceful courtesy for which the

gentry of the southern British colonies were so dis

tinguished, did not fail to imbibe some of those pe
culiar notions, concerning the distinctions in the

races of men, for which they are no less remarka
ble. Rhode Island was the foremost among the New-

England provinces to recede from the manners and

opinions of their simple ancestors. The first shock
was given, through her, to that rigid and ungracious

deportment which was once believed a necessary
concomitant of true religion, a sort of outward

pledge of the healthful condition of the inward man
;

and it was also through her that the first palpable
departure was made from those purifying principle?
which might serve as an apology for even far more

repulsive exteriors. By a singular combination ol

circumstances and qualities, which is, however, nc
less true than perplexing, the merchants of Newport
were becoming, at the same time, both slave-dealers

and gentlemen.
Whatever might have been the moral condition

of its proprietors at the precise period of 1 759, the

island itself was never more enticing and lovely. Ite
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swelling crests were still crowned with the wood of

centuries ;
its little vales were then covered with the

living verdure of the north; and its unpretending,
but neat and comfortable villas lay sheltered in

groves, and embedded in flowers. The beauty and

fertility of the place gained for it a name which,

probably, expressed far more than was, at that early

day, properly understood. The inhabitants of the

Country styled their possessions the " Garden of

America." Neither were their guests, from the

scorching plains of the south, reluctant to concede
so imposing a title to distinction. The appellation
descended even to our own time

;
nor was it entire

ly abandoned, until the traveller had the means of

contemplating the thousand broad and lovely vallies

which, fifty years ago, lay buried in the dense sha

dows of the forest.

The date we have just named was a period fraught
with the deepest interest to the British possessions
on this Continent. A bloody and vindictive war,
which had been commenced in defeat and disgrace,
was about to end in triumph. France was deprived
of the last of her possessions on the main, while the

immense region which lay between the bay of Hud
son and the territories of Spain submitted to the

power of England. The colonists had shared largely
in contributing to the success of the mother country.
Losses and contumely, that had been incurred by
the besotting prejudices of European commanders
were beginning to be forgotten in the pride of suc

cess. The blunders of Braddock, the indolence of

Loudon, and the impotency of Abercrombie, were

repaired by the vigour of Amherst, and the genius
of Wolfe. In every quarter of the globe the arms
of Britain were triumphant. The loyal provincials
were among the loudest in their exultations and re

joicings ; wilfully shutting their eyes to the scanty
meed of applause that a powerful people ever re-
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iuctantly bestows on its dependants, as though love

of glory, like avarice, increases by its means of in

dulgence.
The system of oppression and misrule, which

hastened a separation that sooner or later must have

occurred, had not yet commenced. The mother

country, if not just, was still complaisant. Like
all old and great nations, she was indulging in the

pleasing, but dangerous, enjoyment of self-contem

plation. The qualities and services of a race, who
were believed to be inferior, were, however, soon

forgotten ; or, if remembered, it was in order to be

misrepresented and vituperated. As this feeling in

creased with the discontent of the civil dissensions,

it led to still more striking injustice, and greater folly.

Men who, from their observations, should have
known better, were not ashamed to proclaim, even
in the highest council of the nation, their ignorance
of the character of a people with whom they had

mingled their blood. Self-esteem gave value to the

opinions of fools. It was under this soothing infatu

ation that veterans were heard to disgrace their no
ble profession, by boastings that should have been
hushed in the mouth of a soldier of the carpet ; it

was under this infatuation that Burgoyne gave, in

the Commons of England, that memorable promise
of marching from Quebec to Boston, with a force he
saw fit to name a pledge that he afterwards re

deemed, by going over the same ground, with twice
the number of followers, as captives ;

and it was
under this infatuation that England subsequently
threw away her hundred thousand lives, and lavished

her hundred millions of treasure.

The history of that memorable struggle is familiar

to every American. Content with the knowledge
that his country triumphed, he is willing to let the

glorious result take its proper place in the pages of

history. He sees that her empire rests on a broad
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and natural foundation, which needs no support from
venal pens ; and, happily for his peace of mind, no
less than for his character, he feels that the prosper

ity of the Republic is not to be sought in the degra
dation of surrounding nations.

Our present purpose leads us back to the period
of calm which preceded the storm of the Revolu
tion. In the early days of the month of October

1759, Newport, like every other town in America,
was filled with the mingled sentiment of grief and

joy. The inhabitants mourned the fall of Wolfe,
while they triumphed in his victory. Quebec, the

strong-hold of the Canadas, and the last place of any
importance held by a people whom they had been
educated to believe were their natural enemies, had

just changed its masters. That loyalty to the Crown
of England, which endured so much before the

strange principle became extinct, was then at its

height ;
and probably the colonist was not to be found

who did not, in some measure, identify his own hon
our with the fancied glory of the head of the house
of Brunswick. The day onwhich the action of our
tale commences had been expressly set apart to man
ifest the sympathy of the good people of the town,
and its vicinity, in the success of the royal arms. It

had opened, as thousands of days have opened since,
with the ringing of bells and the firing of cannon ;

and the population had, at an early hour, poured into

the streets of the place, with that determined zeal

in the cause of merriment, which ordinarily makes

preconcerted joy so dull an amusement. The cho
sen orator of the day had exhibited his eloquence,
in a sort of prosaic monody in praise of the dead

hero, and had sufficiently manifested his loyalty, by
laying the glory, not only of that sacrifice, but all

that had been reaped by so many thousands of his

brave companions also, most humbly at the foot of

the throne.
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Content with these demonstrations of their allegi

ance, the inhabitants began to retire to their dwell

ings, as the sun settled towards those immense re

gions which then lay an endless and unexplored wil

derness, but which now are teeming with the fruits

and enjoyments of civilized life. The countrymen
from the environs, and even from the adjoining main
were beginning to turn their faces towards their dis

tant homes, with that frugal care which still distin

guishes the inhabitants of the country even in the

midst of their greatest abandonment to pleasures, in

order that the approaching evening might not lead

them into expenditures which were not deemed ger-
main to the proper feelings of the occasion. In short,

the excess of the hour was past, and each individual

was returning into the sober channels of his ordina

ry avocations, with an earnestness and discretion

which proved he was not altogether unmindful of

the time that had been squandered in the display of

a spirit that he already appeared half disposed to

consider a little supererogatory.
The sounds of the hammer, the axe, and the saw

were again heard in the place; the windows of more
than one shop were half opened, as if its owner had
made a sort of compromise between his interests

and his conscience; and the masters of the only
three inns in the town were to be seen standing be
fore their doors, regarding the retiring countrymen
with eyes that plainly betrayed they were seeking
customers among a people who were always much
more ready to sell than to buy. A few noisy and

thoughtless seamen, belonging to the vessels in the

haven, together with some half dozen notorious tav

ern-hunters, were, however, the sole fruits of all

their nods of recognition, inquiries into the welfare

of wives and children, and, in some instances, of

open invitations to alight and drink.

Worldly care, with a constant, though sometimes
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an oblique, look at the future state, formed the grea*.

characteristic of all that people who then dwelt in

what were called the provinces of New-England.
The business of the day, however, was not forgot

ten, though it was deemed unnecessary to digest its

proceedings in idleness, or over the bottle. The
travellers along the different roads that led into the

interior of the island formed themselves into little

knots, in which the policy of the great national events

they had just been commemorating, and the manner

they had been treated by the different individuals

selected to take the lead in the offices of the day,
were freely handled, though still with great defer

ence to the established reputations of the distinguish
ed parties most concerned. It was every where con

ceded, that the prayers, which had been in truth a

little conversational and historical, were faultless

and searching exercises; and, on the whole, (though
to this opinion there were some clients of an advo
cate adverse to the orator, who were moderate dis

senters) it was established, that a more eloquent ora

tion had never issued from the mouth of man, than

had that day been delivered in their presence. Pre

cisely in the same temper was the subject discussed

by the workmen on a ship, which was then building
in the harbour, and which, in the same spirit of pro
vincial admiration that has since immortalized so

many edifices, bridges, and even individuals, within

their several precincts, was confidently affirmed to

he the rarest specimen then extant of the nice pro
portions of naval architecture!

Of the orator himself it may be necessary to say
a word, in order that so remarkable an intellectual

prodigy should fill his proper place in our frail and
ehort-lived catalogue of the worthies of that day.
He was the usual oracle of his neighbourhood, when
a condensation of its ideas on any great event, like
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the one just mentioned, became necessary.

learning was justly computed, by comparison, to be
of the most profound and erudite character; and it

was very truly affirmed to have astonished more than

one European scholar, who had been tempted, by a

fame which, like heat, was only the more intense

from its being so confined, to grapple with him on

the arena of ancient literature. He was a man who
knew how to improve these high gifts to his exclu

sive advantage. In but one instance had he e^ ir

been thrown enough off his guard to commit an a :t

that had a tendency to depress the reputation he hrid

gained in this manner; and that was, in permitting
one of his laboured flights of eloquence to be print
ed

; or, as his more witty though less successful ri

val, the only other lawyer in the place, expressed it,

in suffering one of his fugitive essays to be caught.
But even this experiment, whatever might have been
its effects abroad, served to confirm his renown at

home. He now stood before his admirers in all the

dignity of types ;
and it was in vain for that misera

ble tribe of "
animalculae, who live by feeding on

the body of genius," to attempt to undermine a rep
utation that was embalmed in the faith of so many
parishes. The brochure was diligently scattered

through the provinces, lauded around the tea-pot,

openly extolled in the prints by some kindred

spirit, as was manifest in the striking similarity of

style and by one believer, more zealous or perhaps
more interested than the rest, actually put on board
the next ship which sailed for " home," as England
was then affectionately termed, enclosed in an en

velope which bore an address no less imposing than
the Majesty of Britian. Its effect on the straight-

going mind of the dogmatic German, who then fill

ed the throne of the Conqueror, was never known,
though they, who were in the secret of the trans
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mission, long looked, in vain, for the signal reward
that was to follow so striking an exhibition of human
intellect.

Notwithstanding these high and beneficent gifts,

their possessor was now as unconsciously engaged in

that portion of his professional labours which bore

the strongest resemblance to the occupation of a scriv

ener, as though nature, in bestowing such rare en

dowments, had denied him the phrenological quality
of self-esteem. A critical observer might, however,
have seen, or fancied that he saw, in the forced hu

mility of his countenance, certain gleamings of a tri

umph that should not properly be traced to the fall

of Quebec. The habit of appearing meek had,

however, united with a frugal regard for the precious
and irreclaimable minutes, in producing this extra

ordinary diligence in a pursuit of a character that was
so humble, when compared with his recent mental
efforts.

Leaving this gifted favourite of fortune and nature,
we shall pass to an entirely different individual, and
to another quarter of the place. The spot, to which
we wish now to transport the reader, was neither

more nor less than the shop of a tailor, who did not

disdain to perform the most minute offices of his vo

cation, in his own heedful person. The humble edi-

tice stood at no great distance from the water, in the

skirts of the town, and in such a situation as to en
able its occupant to look out upon the loveliness of

the inner basin, and, through a vista cut by the

element between islands, even upon the lake-like

scenery of the outer harbour. A small, though little

frequented wharf lay before his door, while a certain

air of negligence, and the absence of bustle, suffi*-

ciently manifested that the place itself was not the

mmediate site of the much-boasted commercial

prosperity of the port.
The afternoon was like a morning in spring, the

B
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