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RICHARD ADAMS LOCKE.

About twelve years ago, I think, The New York Sun,

a daily paper, price one penny, was established in the city

of New York by Mr. Moses Y. Beach, who engaged Mr.

Richard Adams LOCKE as its editor. In a well-written

prospectus, the object of the journal professed to be that

of
"
supplying the public with the news of the day at so

cheap a rate as to lie within the means of all." The con-

sequences of the scheme, in their influence on the whole

newspaper business of the country, and through this busi-

ness on the interests of the country at large, are probably

beyond all calculation.

Previous to The Sun, there had been an unsuccessful

attempt at publishing a penny paper in New York, and

The Sun itself was originally projected and for a short

time issued by Messrs. Day & Wisncr
;

its establishment,

however, is altogether due to Mr. Beach, who purchased

it of its disheartened originators. The first decided move-

ment of the journal, nevertheless, is to be attributed to

Mr. Locke
;
and in so saying, I by no means intend any

depreciation of Mr. Beach, since in the engagement of

i



2 RICHARD ADAMS LOCKE.

Mr. L. he had but given one of the earliest instances of

that unusual sagacity for which I am inclined to yield him

credit.

At all events, The Sun was revolving in a comparatively

narrow orbit when, one fine day, there appeared in its

editorial columns a prefatory article announcing very re-

markable astronomical discoveries made at the Cape of

Good Hope by Sir John Herschell. The information was

said to have been received by The Sun from an early copy

of The Edinburgh Journal of Science, in which appeared a

communication from Sir John himself. This preparatory

announcement took very well, (there had been no hoaxes

in those days,) and was followed by full details of the

reputed discoveries, which were now found to have been

made chiefly in respect to the moon, and by means of a

telescope to which the one lately constructed by the Earl

of Rosse is a plaything. As these discoveries were gradu-

ally spread before the public, the astonishment of that

public grew out of all bounds
;
but those who questioned

the veracity of The Sun—the authenticity of the commu-

nication to The Edinburgh Journal of Science—were really

very few indeed
;
and this I am forced to look upon as a

far more wonderful thing than any
" man-bat

"
of them

all.

About six months before this occurrence, the Harpers

had issued an American edition of Sir John Herschell's

" Treatise on Astronomy," and I had been much in-

terested in what is there said respecting the possibility of
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future lunar investigations. The theme excited my fancy,

and I longed to give free rein to it in depicting my day-

dreams about the scenery of the moon— in short, I longed

to write a story embodying these dreams. The obvious

difficulty, of course, was that of accounting for the narra-

tor's acquaintance with the satellite
;
and the equally

obvious mode of surmounting the difficulty was the sup-

position of an extraordinary telescope. I saw at once

that the chief interest of such a narrative must depend

upon the reader's yielding his credence in some measure

as to details of actual fact. At this stage of my delibera-

tions, I spoke of the design to one or two friends—to Mr.

John P. Kenned}-, the author of "Swallow Barn," among

others,—and the result of my conversations with them was

that the optical difficulties of constructing such a telescope

as I conceived were so rigid and so commonly understood,

that it would be in vain to attempt giving due verisimili-

tude to any fiction having the telescope as a basis. Re-

luctantly, therefore, and only half convinced, (believing

the public, in fact, more readily gullible than did my

friends,) I gave up the idea of imparting very close verisi-

militude to what I should write—that is to say, so close

as really to deceive. I fell back upon a style half plausi-

ble, half bantering, and resolved to give what interest I

could to an actual passage from the earth to the moon,

describing the lunar scenery as if surveyed and personally

examined by the narrator. In this view I wrote a story

which I called
" Hans Pfaall," publishing it about six
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