








SKETCHES BY BOZ

ILLUSTRATIVE OF EVERY-DAY LIFE

AND EVERY-DAY PEOPLE



a ill,,.

A PICKPOCKET IN CUSTODY



CLEARTYPE EDJTION

THE WORKS OF

CHARLES DICKENS

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS

SKETCHES BY BOZ

BOOKS, INC.
NEW YORK BOSTON



'Sketches by Boz was first published in i8j6. This

Edition contains all the copyright emendations

made in the text as revised by the Author

in iSdj and 1868.

TYPESET. NICKELTYPED. PRINTED, AND BOUND
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA BY
THE COLONIAL PRESS INC.. CLINTON, MASS.



CONTENTS

OUR PARISH

PAGE

I. The Beadle. The Parish Engine. The
Schoolmaster 1

II. The Curate. The Old Lady. The Half-Pay
Captain 6

III. The Four Sisters 12

IV. The Election for Beadle 17

V. The Broker's Man . 24

VI. The Ladies' Societies 33

VII. Our Next-Door Neighbour . . . . . 38

SCENES

I. The Streets—Morning . . . . . . . 46

II. The Streets—Night 51

III. Shops and their Tenants 57

IV. Scotland Yard 61

V. Seven Dials 66

VI. Meditations in Monmouth Street ... 70

VII. Hackney Coach Stands 77

VIII. Doctors' Commons 81

IX. London Recreations 87



VI CONTENTS—SKETCHES BY BOZ
CHAPTER PAGE

X. The River 92

XI. Astley's 99

XII. Greenwich Fair 106

XIII. Private Theatres 114

XIV. Vauxhall Gardens by Day 120

XV. Early Coaches 126

XVI. Omnibuses 131

XVII. The Last Cab-Driver, and the First Omni-

bus Cad 135

XVIII. A Parliamentary Sketch 145

XIX. Public Dinners 156

XX. The First of May 162

XXI. Brokers' and Marine-Store Shops . . . 169

XXII. Gin-Shops 174

XXIII. The Pawnbroker's Shop 179

XXIV. Criminal Courts 187

XXV. A Visit to Newgate 191

CHARACTERS

I. Thoughts about People 206

II. A Christmas Dinner 211

III. The New Year 216

IV. Miss Evans and the Eagle 221

V. The Parlour Orator 225

VI. The Hospital Patient 230

VII. The Misplaced Attachment of Mr. John
DouNCE 234

VIII. The Mistaken Milliner. A Tale of Ambition 240

IX. The Dancing Academy 246

X. Shabby-Genteel People 252



CONTENTS—SKETCHES BY BOZ vii

CHAPTER PAGE

XL Making a Night of It 256

XII. The Prisoners' Van 262

TALES

I. The Boarding-House ... . . . . 266

11. Mr. Minns and His Cousin 304

III. Sentiment 315

IV. The Tuggses at Ramsgate 326

V. Horatio Sparkins 347

VI. The Black Veil 363

VII. The Steam Excursion 374

VIII. The Great Winglebury Duel .... 396

IX. Mrs. Joseph Porter . 413

X. A Passage in the Life of Mr. Watkins Tottle 422

XL The Bloomsbury Christening .... 458

XII. The Drunkard's Death 475





LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

A PICKPOCKET IN CUSTODY . Frontispiece

THE STREETS—MORNING Facing Page 48

MONMOUTH STREET ........ " "
72

THE LAST CAB-DRIVER
tt ^^

j^^

HORATIO SPARKINS '.
" "

3^^

WATKINS TOTTLE
« «

^3^





PREFACES
PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION OF

THE FIRST SERIES

In humble imitation of a prudent course, universally adopted by
aeronauts, the author of these volumes throws them up as his

pilot balloon, trusting it may catch favourable current, and de-

voutly and earnestly hoping it may go off well—a sentiment in

which his Publisher cordially concurs.

Unlike the generality of pilot balloons which carry no car, in

this one it is very possible for a man to embark, not only him-

self, but all his hopes of future fame, and all his chances of future

success. Entertaining no inconsiderable feeling of trepidation, at

the idea of making so perilous a voyage in so frail a machine,

alone and unaccompanied, the author was naturally desirous to

secure the assistance and companionship of some well-known in-

dividual, who had frequently contributed to the success, though

his well-earned reputation rendered it impossible for him ever to

have shared the hazard, of similar undertakings. To whom, as

possessing the requisite in an eminent degree, could he apply but

to George Cruikshank? The application was readily heard,

and at once acceded to: this is their first voyage in company, but

it may not be the last.

If any further excuse be wanted for adding this book to the

hundreds which every season produces, the Author may be per-

mitted to plead the favourable reception, which several of the

following sketches received, on their original appearance in dif-

ferent periodicals. In behalf of the remainder he can only entreat

the kindness and favour of the public: his object has been to

present little pictures of life and manners as they really are, and
should they be approved of, he hopes to repeat his experiment

with increased confidence, and on a more extensive scale.

Furnival's Inn, February, 1836.

xi



xii PREFACES
PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION OF

THE FIRST SERIES

The Second Edition of a work, while it affords its author an

opportunity of returning his warmest thanks to the Public, for

their favourable reception of the first impression, furnishes in

itself the best of all apologies for his again intruding upon their

notice, with a few words in his individual capacity.

The words which the Author feels it necessary to say, in the

present instance, are few indeed. He has to vindicate himself

from no censure—to notice no illiberality—to complain of no at-

tack. He has only in one single sentence, to acknowledge, with

feelings of the deepest gratitude, the kindness and indulgence

with which these volumes have been universally received, and the

unlooked-for success with which his efforts have been crowned.

If the pen that designed these little outlines, should present its

labours to the Public frequently hereafter; if it should produce

fresh sketches, and even connected works of fiction of a higher

grade, they have only themselves to blame. They have encouraged

a young and unknown writer, by their patronage and approval;

they have stimulated him to fresh efforts, by their liberality and

praise; and if they will be guilty of such actions, they must be

content to bear the consequences which naturally result from

them.

Furnival's Inn, August i, 1836.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND SERIES

If brevity be the soul of wit anywhere, it is most especially so

in a preface ; firstly, because those who do read such things as pre-

faces, prefer them, like grace before meat, in an epigrammatic

form; and, secondly, because nine hundred and ninety-nine peo-

ple out of every thousand never read a preface at all.

Some of these Sketches were written before the appearance of

the former series, and the remainder have been added at different

periods since that time. The Author ventures to hope that they

may experience as favourable a reception as the first productions
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of his pen; and that the present volume will not be considered an

unwelcome, or inappropriate sequel, to the two which preceded it.

With these few words, he gives a modest tap at the door of the

Public with his Christmas Piece, when, perhaps, he may imagine

the following dialogue to ensue, founded on the well-known pre-

cedent of the charity boys and the housemaid:

—

Publisher (to Author).

—

You knock.

Author (to Publisher).—No—you. (Here the Publisher seizes

knocker, and gives a loud knock at the door.)

Public (suspiciously, and with the door ajar).—Well; what dc

you want?

Publisher.—Please will you look at this Christmas Piece; me
and the other boy goes partners in it.

Public.—Go away; we have so many knocks of the same kind,

at this time of year, that we are tired of answering the door.

Go away.

Publisher (pushing it).—No; but do look at it, please. It's

all his own doing, except the pictures; and they're capital, let

alone the writing. (Here the Public gradually softens, and takes

the Christmas Piece in; upon which the Publisher makes a bow
and retires)—while the Author lingers behind, for one instant, to

repeat an old form with much sincerity; and to express his hearty

wish that his best friend, the Public, may enjoy 'a merry Christ-

mas, and a happy new year.'

Furnival's Inn, December 17, 1836,

PREFACE TO THE FIRST COLLECTED
EDITION

The following pages contain the earliest productions of their

Author, written from time to time to meet the exigencies of a

newspaper or a magazine. They were originally published in two
series, the first in two volumes, and the second in one. Several

editions having been exhausted, both are now published together

in one volume, uniform with the Pickwick Papers and Nicholas

Nickleby.

London, May 15, 1839.
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