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"Hunting it isthe noblest exercise,

Makes men laborious, active, wise ;

Brings health and doth the spirits delight

;

It helps the hearing and the sight

;

It teacheth arts that never slip

The memory—good horsemanship,

Search, sharpness, courage, and defence.

And chaseth all ill-habits thence."

—

Ben Jonson.





THE BADGER

PART I

I DO not know of the existence of any

monograph on the Badger, ancient or modern,

in English or any other language. Nor have

I been able to find any adequate description

in any work on natural history or British

fauna of this the largest, and by no means the

least interesting, of the real wild animals that

still exist in England and Wales. So that,

however unfitted I may be to write a

scientific treatise on the last of the bear tribe

that we have yet with us, I have ventured

to think that my own observations and

researches, with experiences of the chase of

this troglodyte, may be of interest to lovers
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