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CHAPTER ONE

Words that Burn

Lorene'’s Perspective

He was watching her again. His look
was that of a wolf eyeing up a lamb.

Slowly through my lashes I let myself
glance his way. Imposing wasn’t enough
of a word to describe the big American.

He wasn’t the tallest man in the room.
He wasn’t even the biggest, but without
a doubt he was the strongest.

Physically for sure, because I had



seen his hands, hands that had known
hard labor, but in general he seemed to
exude an aura of power. Like a storm
barely managed, but able to break forth
with devastation at a moment’s notice.

What on earth was a man like him
doing in a high society party such as this
one? He was out of place entirely within
this gilded world of finery and
fickleness.

The look in his eyes when not
watching me was one of wildness to be
free of the place. He didn’t strike me as
a man who conformed to others wishes
and yet he was here and over all the
women in the room it was me that he
watched.

His stare had a curious effect, it made
me feel very much alive. In a way it must
be what prey animals felt when they



knew that a predator was near.

It was said that of my day I was one of
the most beautiful women there was and
truly I had no end of admirers and
subsequent marriage proposals because
of it, but for the most part I ignored them
all. This man’s infatuation with me was
different however.

Instead of a plea in his eyes to be near
me they instead said that they owned me
and I felt the intensity of his stare keenly
as if he peeled me layer by layer out of
my clothing.

I fully met his gaze and stared boldly
into his eyes from across the room. For a
moment it seemed as if we were the only
two people in the room.

My eyes blurred as I forced myself
not to blink. I was not going to be the
first one to look away.
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