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1. 22 K& (Ai wa ji wi) Love Me, Love My Dog

Listening to the Whole Story (")

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking.

In this Chinese idiom "% )& /% & (ai wa ji wa) Love me, love my dog,” "% (ai)"

nou

means “like” or “love;” " & (w0)" refers to "house;” " & (ji)" is a conjunction
which means “and;” "% (wa)" refers to "% 75 (waya),” which is “crow.”
"% )= % (ai wa ji wa)” is a Chinese idiom originally from a story in history a

long time ago:

Shangchdo monian, Zhou Wuawang zai Jiang Shang (Taigong) déng rén de
bangzhu xia, chibing taofa Zhouwang bing qudé shengli.

IR, FEEAZEN CR2) FANTEI T, ke £IFBUSFHEA .
At the end of the Shang dynasty, assisted by his counselor Jiangshang (Taigong)
and other capable men, King Zhou Wuwang successfully attacked and killed

Zhouwang, another King.

Zhouwang si hou, Wawang gan dao tianxia bing méiyou anding.
st EM e, RERBIRTIHBEH ZE.
After Zhouwang died, Wuwang still felt anxious since the country was still

unstable.

Ta wen Jiang Taigong: “Jin le YindQ, yinggai rdhé anpai jiu wangchao de
guanyuan ne?”

M la) Z2 R A "k 1RSSOz AT 2R 0 £ R E pig?”

He asked Jiang Taigong: "After we enter the capital Yin, how should we deal

with Yin's officers?”

g Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

x

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
* 1



http://www.echineselearning.com/free-trial/?ecl=ptEEEEEEidiomebook
1.爱屋及乌 (ài wū jí wū) Love Me, Love My Dog(1)(1)


TANERERSE
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Jiang Taigdong shud: “Wo tingshud guo zhéyang de hua—ruguo xihuan na ge
rén, jiu lidn ta wading shang de waya yé xihuan; ragud bu xihuan na ge rén, jiu
lian ta jia de giangbi hé liba yé taoyan.

LRAY: TIPS XA T —— R B VOB, BUEAR R TR R S St
X WERAEWIRA N, U 5K b BE AT s IR

Jiang Taigong said, “I've heard of a saying-if you love a person, you should also
love the crows on his roof; if you hate somebody, you should hate the walls

and bamboo fences of his house as well.

Jiushi shud, sha jin quanbu de dirén, yi ge yé bu liixia. Dawang ni kan
zénmeyang?”
MRV, RREEHKTWAN, —MAET. KEREEARE? "

That is to say: eliminate all the hostile elements. How is that, your Majesty?”

Wuawang renwéi bu néng zheyang.
HEAARERE
Wuwang didn’t think it was a good idea.

Zhéshi Zhougong shud dao: "Wo renwéi yingdang rang tamen dou hui dao ziji
jiali, gezi géngzhong ziji de tiandi.

X AYE: IO AN R R E O, S AR E SR Eb.
Zhougong then said, “In my opinion, we should ask them to go back home and

farm on their own land.”

jg:Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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Wuwang ting le féichang gaoxing, xin zhdng huo ran kai lang, juéde tianxia
kéyi anding le.

HEW VARE =, DR ERIRIT I, SRR AT RURSE 1o

Wuwang was enlightened and delighted to hear the suggestion. He was

confident about the future and the stability of the country.

/

p/’i iﬁ](shéngc i)

Vocabulary

F#] (wangchéo): n. Dynasty.
JZT5 (wading): n. Roof.
BEEE (giangbi): n. Wall.,

> W N

. (liba): n. Fence.

5. #RSRIFREA (huo ran kai lang): To be suddenly enlightened.

7\ Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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2. £ 5"K% (Bén nido xian féi)
Clumsy Birds Have to Start Flying Early

Listen to the whole Story ()

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking.

Shu shang yi zhi niao mama fu cha le liu zhi nidao baobao,

CON e ARy EVET AV AR e <

A bird hatches six baby birds,

Xiaoliu you shou you xiao, gége jiéjie men dou qifu ta;
NN SO SN, ARG ATT AR R E

Xiaoliu is very weak and small; his sisters and brothers usually bully him.

Jingchang cong ta zuili giang chéngzi, xiaoliu zhi déi & zhe duzi.
oW NeBE Rl Ty, PMNRAHRERLT.
The other birds usually rob food from his mouth, and Xiaoliu suffers from

hunger.

Gége jiéjie men jiao ta "ben niao.”
FFAFAHGEATI Al R

Sisters and Brothers call him “clumsy bird.”

Yushi ta juéxin duanlian hao shénti, rang gége jiéjie men bu zai chaoxiao ziji.
TRAb OO BIEREF SR, 1ERFRHAANIA R A C.
He decides to exercise more to be healthier, in order to not be teased by his

sisters and brothers.

4:} Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

<8
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2.笨鸟先飞 (Bèn niǎo xiān fēi) Clumsy birds have to start flying early(1)
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Ta zhiqi féichang da, méitian dou qi de hén zao,
b E AR, BREEMSIRE,

Xiaoliu has a strong will and gets up very early every day.

Déng gége jiéjie men xinglai, ta yijing pao wan bu, chi wan chéngzi le.
SR EHHAINER, ORI, 2R T T .
He always finishes exercising and eating worms by the time his sisters and

brothers wake up.

Ddngtian dao le, niaoqun yao nan féi le; benniao shi niaoqun zhdng di yi ge féi
wang nanfang de.

ARPT, SHEE T RYREHEPE A WEREITN.

When the winter is coming and the bird flock prepares to fly to the south, the

“clumsy bird" is the first one to start flying.

Key Learning Points

1. Z&5%:7% (Bénnidoxianféi) Clumsy birds have to start flying early.

Usage:

"R 55K (bénnidoxianféi) Clumsy birds have to start flying early” is used to
describe someone who compensates for his/her weaknesses by working hard.
The character "% (bén)” means clumsy. “ & (nido)” means bird; "%t (xian)”

means first and “ & (féi)” means to fly.

% Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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Example:

W0 xiangxin tongguo nuli wo hui dadao mubiao de, benniaoxianféi mal!
PAMFIEL S DR EBI A ARM, 2RI 5E K !

A slow bird should make an early start; I believe I can reach my goal through

hard work.

2. Pl (juéxin): v. To resolve.
Example:

Ta juéxin zhéci yao kao quanban diy.
I RO IR IR I —

She resolves to win the first place in this examination.

3. £ (zhiqi): n. Aspiration.

Example:

Bié zheyang, you zhiqgi dianr, chongxin zhénzuo qilai!
HEFE, AERIL, EHIRIFER!

Don't be like that; please cheer up again with a strong aspiration.

’/’i i&](shéngc i)

Vocabulary

5 (chdoxiao): n./v. Laugh.
A7 (qifu): v. To bully.

ek (duanlian): v. To exercise.

> W N

93 (nidoqun): n. Bird flock.

gGot Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

y;

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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3. FRME (Ban ta ér féi) To Give Up Halfway

Listen to the whole story =(»))

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking.
Weigué you ge jiao Yue Yangzi de rén dao yuanfang qu xdnshi gidxué.

BEA IR FET R NBT T % IR

There was a man called Yue Yangzi in the Wei State who went far away to study.

Yi nian hou, Yue Yangzi jiu huilai le.
—H )5, RETHERT .

A year after departing, he returned.

Qizi wen ta weihé zheme zao jiu huijia le.
ZET AR 2 B E R T

His wife asked why he came back so early.

Yue Yangzi shud: "chimén shijian chang le xiang jia."
IRETFUL: "HTTIAHC T AR5,

He said, "I've been away so long, I just missed home."

Qizi ting hou, na qi yi ba jiandao ba gang zhi hao de bu jian duan le.
FrWr)E, SR IERTIENIZ AT BT 1

Then his wife took a pair of scissors and cut the cloth she had just woven.

4:} Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

<8

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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3.半途而废 (Bàn tú ér fèi) To Give Up Halfway(1)


+ oK I ALV AR -
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Ranhou shud: "zhe bu shi yi gén si yi gén si jiléi gilai de, wo xianzai yi jiang ta
jianduan, zheyang yigian de shijian jiu dou baibai langfei le."

SRJE UL "RAE IR IRZA FGRR, IRIAE R E BTN, XA DLHT I
BRI =N =3 ST

Then she said: "This cloth was woven one thread at a time. Now I have cut it, so

the time spent weaving it was wasted.”

Qizi jiezhe you shud: "dushi yéshi zheyang, yinggai méitian huodé xin de
zhishi, ragud ban tu ér fei, hé géduan zhibu you shénme liang yang ne?"
FZETRE X BN, MRS HRIRIR, R, AE
Wr A A A kel ?

Continuing she said, “Study is also like this. You should learn new knowledge

everyday. If you give up halfway, it is the same as cutting the cloth.”

Yue Yangzi bei qizi de hua shénshén gandong le, yushi you qu wanchéng xuéye,
yi lidn g1 nian méiydu hui guo jia.

IRETHETRNRRES T, TRXEZRA, —E-EFERA TR,

Yue Yangzi was very moved by what his wife said and went on to finish his

studies. This time, he didn't return home for seven years.

This story tells people not to do things halfway. It is also frequently used now

to persuade people to persist in their study or work.

Key Learning Points

1. [a% (huijia): v. To go home.

j Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!
el

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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Example:
Shijian bu zao le, wo déi ganjin huijia le.
AR T, FAFE RIS T

It's getting late and I must go home.

2. 3RJ5 (rdnhou): adv. Then/after that.

"SRJ5 (ranhou)" is a phrase showing that one thing follows another. Now it has
become a frequently-used phrase in daily life, especially on talk shows.
Example:

Mai Ke: Qingwen fujin you shadian ma?

e B A BT A N ?

Mike: Excuse me. Is there a bookstore near here?

Zhang Jié: Ni yanzhe zhe tiao lu yizhi zéu, ranhou zud zhuan jiu néng kan dao
le.

BRI IR E IR EE, AR RO AR R 1.

Zhang Jie: Can you see that road? Just go straight along it, then, turn left, you

can't miss it.
/

p/’i i&](shéngc i)

Vocabulary

1. IR% (langféi): v. To waste.
&3 (gandong): v. To be moved.
i5FE] (shijian): n. Time.

> W N

45 (dasha): n. Study.

j Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!
el

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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4. X4#% (Dui niG tan qin) To Play the Harp to a Cow

Listen to the whole story %))

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking.

"Xt A EE (dul nid tan gin)" is used by Chinese people to describe someone
who is explaining something complicated to a fool, or sometimes this idiom is
used to describe a person who is trying to tell something to the wrong
audience. In English, people sometimes joke around by sarcastically saying
"whistle jigs to a milestone" or "cast pearls before swine" to mean "X -5 5

(duinidtangin)."

Zhanguo shidai, you yi gé jiao Gongming Yi de yinyuejia, ta hén hui tangin.
i E A, A DA RS, MRS .
During the Warring States Period, there was a musician named Gongming Vi,

who played musical instruments very well.

Hén dud rén dou xihuan ting ta tangin, rénmen hén jingzhong ta.
R NI A3 %E, AR At
There were a great number of people fond of listening to him play, and who

respected him greatly.
Yitian, Gdngming Yi zai jiaowai ybuwan shi, kan dao le yi téu nid.

—R, wWAHERSSNEF DU, BB Tk

One day, Gongming Yi saw a cow when he was relaxing in the countryside.

) Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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3.半途而废 (Bàn tú ér fèi) To Give Up Halfway
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&
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Ta xiang: dajia dou zanyang wo de qinji, burd wo géi niu yé tan yi qu ba.
fi AR REAEHILAIZ1L, A 4o — ihg!
He thought, "Everybody compliments my music. Why don't I play some music

for this cow?"

Ta géi nil tanzou le yi qu guya de quzi, nit maitou chi cao bu Ii ta.
fheh A 5022 1 — H R 7, ARSI BN TR A
He played a piece of elegant quaint music for the cow, but the cow just kept

grazing the grass with its head down.

Ta you tanzou le yiqu huankuai de quzi, nid yiran maitéu chi cao bu Ii ta.
3 ZE 1 — HRRER A il T, AR SRI Sk B B A
He played another piece of joyful music, but the cow still kept its head down to

graze the grass and totally ignored him.

Gongming Yi nacha ziji de quanbu bénling, jiégud nid haishi bu [i ta.
AU E OB, 45 R A0 A .

Gongming Yi showed off all his skills, but the cow still ignored him.

Gongming Yi feichang shiwang, kaishi huaiyi ziji de qginji.
NUMARHRE, JHREE H SRS

Gongming Yi was disappointed and started to question his ability.

Lurén shud: "bushi ni tan de gin bu hao, érshi nid génbén ting bu déng a."
BENUL: ASRARFREIEEAGE, TR P ARA T AN
A passerby said to him,"It's not because your ability is bad. It is because the

cow can not understand music at all."

g Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

A
b

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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The cow could not understand the beautiful music like humans. The swanky
musician tried his best to play for the cow, but it was just like trying to tell
something to somebody who can hardly understand. The idiom "X} 4= 5 %

(duinidtangin)" is used to describe this sort of situation, or kind of person.

Key Learning Points

SHAESREE (dui nid tan qin)

Dialogue:

Erzi: Mama, zhéci kdoshi wd you méi jigé.
JLT i, X IRFE RO A .

Son: Mum, I failed this exam.

Mama: WO méitian dou zhufu ni hdohao xuéxi, jianzhi shi dui nit tan gin a.
. FRAEERAEMSURET 4 52 3], fa] ELR XS AR 3 R
Mother: I asked you to work hard everyday, but it's just like playing a harp to a

COWw.

Example:

Shudle name dud, ta déu ting bu dong, wo zhén shi dui nid tan gin a.

YR AZ, AT A, XS AR,

He cannot understand even when I say it again and again. It seems that I am

just playing a harp to a cow.

=

j% Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved.
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5. HipiE (Hua shé tian za)
Draw a Snake and Add Feet to It

Listen to the whole story =)

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking.

Chluguo you ge guizd.
HEEA TR

During the Chu dynasty, there was an aristocrat.

Ji guo zUzong yihou, ta ba yi hd ji jit shang géi bangmang de purén.
FEMFELE, AN E ST IR
After worshiping the ancestors (on one day), he gave a jug of libation to the

servants who helped him.

Purén shangliang shud: “Wdmen déu lai hua shé, shui xian hua hao, shui jiu hé
zhe hu jiu”

AN R RATHCRERE, WERELF, RN,

The servants discussed among themselves and said: “Every servant would draw

a snake on the ground. The man who finished first would drink the wine.”"

YOu yi ge rén hén kuai ba shé hua hao le.
AN MNRRICIRE LT T .

One man finished very quickly.

4:} Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!

<8
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5.画蛇添足 (Huà shé tiān zú) Draw a snake and add feet to it


+ oK I ALV AR -
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Ta duan qi jiuhd zhéng yao hé, kan dao biérén hai zai mang zhe hua shé, jiu
déyi de shud: "Wo nénggou zai géi shé tian shang ji zhi jiao ne!”

fih S 2 A 1 B, B NIE AR R, A S " IRAR RS s
JUR Bt

He was about to drink the wine. However, when he saw others were still busy

drawing, he said in triumph: “I can add feet to my snake.”

Késhi méi déng ta ba jiao hua wan, ling yi ge rén yijing ba shé hua chéng le.
A REEMITHE S, B P ANCETWEK T .
However, before he finished drawing the feet, another man finished drawing a

shake.

Na rén ba na hu jit giang guoqu, shud: “Shé bénlai shi méiyou jiao de, ni
zénme néng géi ta tian shang jiao ne?”

AR IEL L, Bl "WASKE B AR, REARS ERLHYE?
That man grabbed the jar and said: “"Who has ever seen a snake with feet? How

do you add feet to it?”

Shud wan, bian ba hd zhong de jit hé le xiaqu.
Yi5g, IR TN %

Then, he drank up the wine.

Nagée géi shé hua jiao de rén zuizhdng méiydu hé dao jiu.
TR & s 1 A 49 N B 4 A M 1

The man who added feet to the snake didn’t get the wine in the end.

gGot Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now!
T)

-
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