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A DANGEROUS MOMENT

The "Victoria" was flying almost above the troop of horsemen who
were riding with loose reins after Joe. The doctor in the front of the
car held the ladder extended, ready to launch it at the proper moment.
Joe still kept about fifty feet ahead of his pursuers. The "Victoria"

passed them.
"Attention! " cried Samuel to Kennedy.
"I am ready."
"Joe, look out !" cried the doctor in a ringing voice, as he threw

down the ladder, whose lowest rounds dragged up the dust as they fell.

At the doctor's summons, Joe, without checking his horse, turned
round. The ladder was close to him, and in a moment he had caught
it.—Page 367.
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JULES VERNE

f'
*^ HE expander of horizons," is what a

TT^ ^ noted critic called Jules Verne. He
if' was the prophet, the foreseer and

AfaigiiT-.-
foreteller of our great mechanical

-v«* Vv»-

age. He belongs to-day not to France, but to the

world. Widely as his works have been read in his

own country, their popularity has been yet wider

in America and England. Much as he has been

honored at home, even higher glory has been ac-

corded liim, we are told, in far Japan. His books

have been translated not only into all the usual

languages, but into Hebrew, Japanese, Polish and

even Arabic.

Verne was a universal

teacher, both of youth and

age. From him the whole

world garnered knowledge

without effort; for all lis-

tened with pleasure while he

spun his tales. He was a su-

preme master of imagination,

vn Jules Verne



JULES VERNE

and without imagination man is nothing; for all

greatness is but a phase of imagination. It is the

creative force of the world. Under Verne's guid-

ance his readers travel in every land, examine every

mode of life and labor, view all the strangest won-

ders of the universe.

The educators of youth have been swift to recog-

nize the high value of the masterworks of tliis

mighty magician. His simpler tales are used as

text-books in our American schools, both in French

and English. And the conscience of the moralist

can here approve the eager pleasure of the reader,

and bid youth continue to bask in this glorious

light of wonder and adventure. There is not an

evil nor uncleanly line in all the volumes. Never

did anyone lay aside one of Verne's books without

being a better, broader, nobler human being be-

cause of their perusal.

Surely the time is ripe when a definitive edition

of the master's works should be given to American

readers. Jules Verne died in 1905; and, though

he left behind him in the hands of his Paris pub-

lishers an unusually large number of unissued

works, the last of these has now been given to the

public. Moreover we can now estimate his work

calmly, unconfused by the tumultuous and very

varying opinions pronounced upon it by the French

critics of his own day.
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JULES VERNE

Verne's Home

Their obituary reviews of

his work differed widely as to

its value. On the one hand,

the noted critic, Morel, in the

authoritative "Nouvelle Re-

vue" declared Verne to be the

leading educator and perhaps

the most read author of the

new twentieth century. At the

other extreme were the un-

signed assaults of those who

could only make a mock of

v/hat was too open and too honest for them to com-

prehend.

Verne was no intricate analyst, elaborating such

subtleties of thought and ethics as only subtle folk

can understand. He spoke for the great mass of

men, giving them such tales as they could follow,

upholding always such a standard of courage and

virtue, simple and high, as each of us can honor for

himself and be glad to set before his children.

It is not only "boy's literature" that began with

Verne. One might almost say that man's litera-

ture, the story that appeals to the business man,

the practical man, began then also. The great

French "Encyclopedic Universelle" sums up his

books by saj^ing, "They instruct a little, entertain

much, and overflow with life."
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