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"Let us reject this decree," said the princes. "In matters of conscience the majority has no 

power." To protect liberty of conscience is the duty of the state, and this is the limit of its 

authority in matters of religion. Every secular government that attempts to regulate or 

enforce religious observances by civil authority is sacrificing the very principle for which 

many people so nobly struggled.  The principles contained in this celebrated Protest … 

constitute the very essence of true liberty. Now the Protest opposes two abuses of man in 

matters of faith: the first is the intrusion of the civil magistrate, and the second the arbitrary 

authority of [religion]. Instead of these abuses, the Protest sets the power of conscience 

above the magistrate, and the authority of the word of God above the visible church. In the 

first place, it rejects the civil power in divine things ... The protesters had moreover 

affirmed their right to utter freely their convictions of truth. They … denied the right of 

priest or magistrate to interfere and it was an assertion of the right of all men to worship 

according to the dictates of their own consciences.    
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Foreword 

New Covenant Publications International reconnects the reader with the divine 

plan binding heaven and earth and reinforcing the perpetuity of the law of love. 

The logo, the Ark of the Covenant represents the intimacy between Christ Jesus 

and His people and the centrality of God's law. As it is written, “this shall be the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel says the Lord, I will put my law 

in their inward parts and write it in their hearts and they shall be My people, and I 

shall be their God.” (Jeremiah 31:31-33; Hebrews 8:8-10). Indeed, the new 

covenant attests to a redemption, birthed by unabated strife and sealed by blood. 

For countless centuries, many have endured galling affliction and 

incomprehensible oppression, calculated to obliterate truth. Especially in the Dark 

Ages, this light had been greatly embattled and obscured by human traditions and 

popular ignorance, because the inhabitants of the world had despised wisdom and 

transgressed the covenant. The blight of compromise with proliferating evils 

provoked such a scourge of unbridled degeneracy and diabolic inhumanity, that 

many lives were unjustly sacrificed, refusing to surrender the freedom of 

conscience. Nevertheless, a lost knowledge was revived, specifically during the 

time of the Reformation.  

The Reformation era of the 16
th

 century sparked a moment of truth, fundamental 

change and consequent turbulence, as reflected in the Counter-Reformation. 

However, through this volume, one rediscovers the undeniable significance of this 

singular revolution from the perspectives of the Reformers and other courageous 

pioneers. From their accounts, one can understand the ravaging battles, the reasons 

underlying such phenomenal resistance and supernatural interventions.  

Our motto: “Reformed Books, Transformed Minds,” accentuates the distinct genre 

of literature, composed in a critical era and its impact. It also resonates the urgency 

of personal reformation, rebirth and transformation. As the Gutenberg printing 

press, coupled by the agency of translation, disseminated the principles of the 

reformed faith, some 500 years ago, the digitalised press and online media would 

communicate in every language the light of truth in these last times.  
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Chapter 1.  World History Predicted 

"If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto 

thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that 

thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on 

every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they 

shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy 

visitation." Luke 19:42-44. 

From the crest of Olivet, Jesus looked upon Jerusalem. Fair and peaceful was the scene 

spread out before Him. It was the season of the Passover, and from all lands the children of 

Jacob had gathered there to celebrate the great national festival. In the midst of gardens and 

vineyards, and green slopes studded with pilgrims' tents, rose the terraced hills, the stately 

palaces, and massive bulwarks of Israel's capital. The daughter of Zion seemed in her pride 

to say, I sit a queen and shall see no sorrow; as lovely then, and deeming herself as secure in 

Heaven's favour, as when, ages before, the royal minstrel sang: "Beautiful for situation, the 

joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, . . . the city of the great King." Psalm 48:2. In full 

view were the magnificent buildings of the temple. The rays of the setting sun lighted up the 

snowy whiteness of its marble walls and gleamed from golden gate and tower and pinnacle. 

"The perfection of beauty" it stood, the pride of the Jewish nation. What child of Israel 

could gaze upon the scene without a thrill of joy and admiration! But far other thoughts 

occupied the mind of Jesus. "When He was come near, He beheld the city, and wept over 

it." Luke 19:41. Amid the universal rejoicing of the triumphal entry, while palm branches 

waved, while glad hosannas awoke the echoes of the hills, and thousands of voices declared 

Him king, the world's Redeemer was overwhelmed with a sudden and mysterious sorrow. 

He, the Son of God, the Promised One of Israel, whose power had conquered death and 

called its captives from the grave, was in tears, not of ordinary grief, but of intense, 

irrepressible agony. 

His tears were not for Himself, though He well knew whither His feet were tending. 

Before Him lay Gethsemane, the scene of His approaching agony. The sheepgate also was 

in sight, through which for centuries the victims for sacrifice had been led, and which was to 

open for Him when He should be "brought as a lamb to the slaughter." Isaiah 53:7. Not far 

distant was Calvary, the place of crucifixion. Upon the path which Christ was soon to tread 

must fall the horror of great darkness as He should make His soul an offering for sin. Yet it 

was not the contemplation of these scenes that cast the shadow upon Him in this hour of 

gladness. No foreboding of His own superhuman anguish clouded that unselfish spirit. He 

wept for the doomed thousands of Jerusalem--because of the blindness and impenitence of 

those whom He came to bless and to save. 

The history of more than a thousand years of God's special favour and guardian care, 

manifested to the chosen people, was open to the eye of Jesus. There was Mount Moriah, 
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where the son of promise, an unresisting victim, had been bound to the altar--emblem of the 

offering of the Son of God. There the covenant of blessing, the glorious Messianic promise, 

had been confirmed to the father of the faithful. Genesis 22:9, 16-18. There the flames of the 

sacrifice ascending to heaven from the threshing floor of Ornan had turned aside the sword 

of the destroying angel (1 Chronicles 21)-- fitting symbol of the Saviour's sacrifice and 

mediation for guilty men. Jerusalem had been honoured of God above all the earth. The 

Lord had "chosen Zion," He had "desired it for His habitation." Psalm 132:13. 

There, for ages, holy prophets had uttered their messages of warning. There priests had 

waved their censers, and the cloud of incense, with the prayers of the worshipers, had 

ascended before God. There daily the blood of slain lambs had been offered, pointing 

forward to the Lamb of God. There Jehovah had revealed His presence in the cloud of glory 

above the mercy seat. There rested the base of that mystic ladder connecting earth with 

heaven (Genesis 28:12; John 1:51)-- that ladder upon which angels of God descended and 

ascended, and which opened to the world the way into the holiest of all. Had Israel as a 

nation preserved her allegiance to Heaven, Jerusalem would have stood forever, the elect of 

God. Jeremiah 17:21-25. But the history of that favoured people was a record of backsliding 

and rebellion. They had resisted Heaven's grace, abused their privileges, and slighted their 

opportunities. 

Although Israel had "mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, and 

misused His prophets" (2 Chronicles 36:16), He had still manifested Himself to them, as 

"the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth" 

(Exodus 34:6); notwithstanding repeated rejections, His mercy had continued its pleadings. 

With more than a father's pitying love for the son of his care, God had "sent to them by His 

messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because He had compassion on His people, and 

on His dwelling place." 2 Chronicles 36:15. When remonstrance, entreaty, and rebuke had 

failed, He sent to them the best gift of heaven; nay, He poured out all heaven in that one 

Gift. 

The Son of God Himself was sent to plead with the impenitent city. It was Christ that 

had brought Israel as a goodly vine out of Egypt. Psalm 80:8. His own hand had cast out the 

heathen before it. He had planted it "in a very fruitful hill." His guardian care had hedged it 

about. His servants had been sent to nurture it. "What could have been done more to My 

vineyard," He exclaims, "that I have not done in it?" Isaiah 5:1-4. Though when He looked 

that it should bring forth grapes, it brought forth wild grapes, yet with a still yearning hope 

of fruitfulness He came in person to His vineyard, if haply it might be saved from 

destruction. He digged about His vine; He pruned and cherished it. He was unwearied in His 

efforts to save this vine of His own planting. 

For three years the Lord of light and glory had gone in and out among His people. He 

"went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil," binding up the 

broken-hearted, setting at liberty them that were bound, restoring sight to the blind, causing 
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the lame to walk and the deaf to hear, cleansing the lepers, raising the dead, and preaching 

the gospel to the poor. Acts 10:38; Luke 4:18; Matthew 11:5. To all classes alike was 

addressed the gracious call: "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and I 

will give you rest." Matthew 11:28. 

Though rewarded with evil for good, and hatred for His love (Psalm 109:5), He had 

steadfastly pursued His mission of mercy. Never were those repelled that sought His grace. 

A homeless wanderer, reproach and penury His daily lot, He lived to minister to the needs 

and lighten the woes of men, to plead with them to accept the gift of life. The waves of 

mercy, beaten back by those stubborn hearts, returned in a stronger tide of pitying, 

inexpressible love. But Israel had turned from her best Friend and only Helper. The 

pleadings of His love had been despised, His counsels spurned, His warnings ridiculed. 

The hour of hope and pardon was fast passing; the cup of God's long-deferred wrath was 

almost full. The cloud that had been gathering through ages of apostasy and rebellion, now 

black with woe, was about to burst upon a guilty people;  and He who alone could save 

them from their impending fate had been slighted, abused, rejected, and was soon to be 

crucified. When Christ should hang upon the cross of Calvary, Israel's day as a nation 

favoured and blessed of God would be ended. The loss of even one soul is a calamity 

infinitely outweighing the gains and treasures of a world; but as Christ looked upon 

Jerusalem, the doom of a whole city, a whole nation, was before Him--that city, that nation, 

which had once been the chosen of God, His peculiar treasure. 

Prophets had wept over the apostasy of Israel and the terrible desolations by which their 

sins were visited. Jeremiah wished that his eyes were a fountain of tears, that he might weep 

day and night for the slain of the daughter of his people, for the Lord's flock that was carried 

away captive. Jeremiah 9:1; 13:17. What, then, was the grief of Him whose prophetic glance 

took in, not years, but ages! He beheld the destroying angel with sword uplifted against the 

city which had so long been Jehovah's dwelling place. From the ridge of Olivet, the very 

spot afterward occupied by Titus and his army, He looked across the valley upon the sacred 

courts and porticoes, and with tear-dimmed eyes He saw, in awful perspective, the walls 

surrounded by alien hosts. He heard the tread of armies marshalling for war. He heard the 

voice of mothers and children crying for bread in the besieged city. He saw her holy and 

beautiful house, her palaces and towers, given to the flames, and where once they stood, 

only a heap of smouldering ruins. 

Looking down the ages, He saw the covenant people scattered in every land, "like 

wrecks on a desert shore." In the temporal retribution about to fall upon her children, He 

saw but the first draft from that cup of wrath which at the final judgment she must drain to 

its dregs. Divine pity, yearning love, found utterance in the mournful words: "O Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how 

often would I  have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 

under her wings, and ye would not!" O that thou, a nation favoured above every other, hadst 
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known the time of thy visitation, and the things that belong unto thy peace! I have stayed the 

angel of justice, I have called thee to repentance, but in vain. It is not merely servants, 

delegates, and prophets, whom thou hast refused and rejected, but the Holy One of Israel, 

thy Redeemer. If thou art destroyed, thou alone art responsible. "Ye will not come to Me, 

that ye might have life." Matthew 23:37; John 5:40. 

Christ saw in Jerusalem a symbol of the world hardened in unbelief and rebellion, and 

hastening on to meet the retributive judgments of God. The woes of a fallen race, pressing 

upon His soul, forced from His lips that exceeding bitter cry. He saw the record of sin traced 

in human misery, tears, and blood; His heart was moved with infinite pity for the afflicted 

and suffering ones of earth; He yearned to relieve them all. But even His hand might not 

turn back the tide of human woe; few would seek their only Source of help. He was willing 

to pour out His soul unto death, to bring salvation within their reach; but few would come to 

Him that they might have life. 

The Majesty of heaven in tears! the Son of the infinite God troubled in spirit, bowed 

down with anguish! The scene filled all heaven with wonder. That scene reveals to us the 

exceeding sinfulness of sin; it shows how hard a task it is, even for Infinite Power, to save 

the guilty from the consequences of transgressing the law of God. Jesus, looking down to 

the last generation, saw the world involved in a deception similar to that which caused the 

destruction of Jerusalem. The great sin of the Jews was their rejection of Christ; the great sin 

of the Christian world would be their rejection of the law of God, the foundation of His 

government in heaven and earth. The precepts of Jehovah would be despised and set at 

nought. Millions in bondage to sin, slaves of Satan, doomed to suffer the second death, 

would  refuse to listen to the words of truth in their day of visitation. Terrible blindness! 

strange infatuation! 

Two days before the Passover, when Christ had for the last time departed from the 

temple, after denouncing the hypocrisy of the Jewish rulers, He again went out with His 

disciples to the Mount of Olives and seated Himself with them upon the grassy slope 

overlooking the city. Once more He gazed upon its walls, its towers, and its palaces. Once 

more He beheld the temple in its dazzling splendour, a diadem of beauty crowning the 

sacred mount. 

A thousand years before, the psalmist had magnified God's favour to Israel in making 

her holy house His dwelling place: "In Salem also is His tabernacle, and His dwelling place 

in Zion." He "chose the tribe of Judah, the Mount Zion which He loved. And He built His 

sanctuary like high palaces." Psalms 76:2; 78:68, 69. The first temple had been erected 

during the most prosperous period of Israel's history. Vast stores of treasure for this purpose 

had been collected by King David, and the plans for its construction were made by divine 

inspiration. 1 Chronicles 28:12, 19. Solomon, the wisest of Israel's monarchs, had completed 

the work. This temple was the most magnificent building which the world ever saw. Yet the 

Lord had declared by the prophet Haggai, concerning the second temple: "The glory of this 
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