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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

FIGURE A: 
 

In 2014, U.S. 
intermodal 
rail volume hit 
13.5 million 
containers, a 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 

Intermodal can change the way you do business. 
 

With new opportunities to reduce costs remaining top of mind for all members  
of the supply chain, there’s no better time than now to shift from more costly 
highway carriers to intermodal. Reap the on-time reliable rewards of rail to 
improve your bottom line today while driving environmentalism for tomorrow. 

 
The U.S. rail network is considered one of the most dynamic freight systems in the 
world. It not only moves more freight than any other freight rail network in the world 
but its usage also results in numerous benefits to its users and the environment. 

 
Transport of goods via intermodal rail has experienced rapid growth throughout the 
past quarter century. In 2014, U.S. intermodal rail volume hit 13.5 million containers, a 
125 percent increase since 1990 (Figure A). Intermodal’s growth trends are due, in 
large part, to the billions of dollars invested into its infrastructure which has resulted 
in a more fuel efficient, capacity expanding, and environmentally-friendly alternative to 
highway carriers. 
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