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Introduction 
 

The United States and Korea’s Joseon Dynasty established diplomatic relations under the 1882 

Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, and the first U.S. diplomatic envoy arrived 

in Korea in 1883. U.S.-Korea relations continued until 1905, when Japan assumed direction over 

Korean foreign affairs. In 1910, Japan began a 35-year period of colonial rule over Korea. 

Following Japan's surrender in 1945 at the end of World War II, the Korean Peninsula was 

divided at the 38th parallel into two occupation zones, with the United States in the South and 

the Soviet Union in the North. Initial hopes for a unified, independent Korea were not realized, 

and in 1948 two separate nations were established -- the Republic of Korea (ROK) in the South, 

and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) in the North. 

On June 25, 1950, North Korean forces invaded South Korea. Led by the United States, a United 

Nations coalition of 16 countries undertook the defense of South Korea. Following China's entry 

into the war on behalf of North Korea later that year, a stalemate ensued for the final two years 

of the conflict until an armistice was concluded on July 27, 1953. A peace treaty has never been 

signed. North and South Korea have had a difficult and, at times, bitter relationship since the 

Korean War. The two countries are separated by a demilitarized zone. During the postwar 

period, both Korean governments have repeatedly affirmed their desire to reunify the Korean 

Peninsula, but until 1971 the two governments had no direct, official communications or other 

contact. North Korea has been ruled by successive generations of Kim Il Sung’s family, and its 

political and economic structure is centrally controlled. 

The United States supports the peaceful reunification of Korea on terms acceptable to the Korean 

people and recognizes that the future of the Korean Peninsula is primarily a matter for them to 

decide. The United States believes that a constructive and serious dialogue between North and 

South Korea is necessary to improve inter-Korean relations and to resolve outstanding problems, 

including the North's attempts to develop a nuclear program and its human rights abuses. 

In 1994, the United States and North Korea reached agreement on a roadmap for the 

denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. In 2003, the United States proposed multilateral talks 

on the North Korean nuclear issue. Several rounds of Six-Party Talks have been held since then, 

with the last round occurring in 2009. Although North Korea has at times said it will take steps 

toward denuclearization, it has continued to conduct tests in violation of international law, 

including two nuclear tests and over 20 ballistic missile launches in 2016 alone. The United 

States has called on North Korea to take concrete, irreversible denuclearization steps toward 

fulfillment of the 2005 Joint Statement of the Six-Party Talks, comply with international law 

including United Nations Security Council Resolutions 1718 (2006), 1874 (2009), 2087 (2013), 

2094 (2013), 2270 (2016), cease provocative behaviors, and take steps to improve relations with 

its neighbors. 



Following KIM Jong Il's death in 2011, KIM Jong Un quickly assumed power and has now taken 

on most of his father's former titles and duties. After decades of economic mismanagement and 

resource misallocation, the DPRK since the mid-1990s has faced chronic food shortages. In 

recent years, the North’s domestic agricultural production has increased, but still falls far short of 

producing sufficient food to provide for its entire population. The DPRK began to ease 

restrictions to allow semi-private markets, starting in 2002, but has made few other efforts to 

meet its goal of improving the overall standard of living. North Korea's history of regional 

military provocations; proliferation of military-related items; long-range missile development; 

WMD programs including tests of nuclear devices in 2006, 2009, 2013, 2016, and 2017; and 

massive conventional armed forces are of major concern to the international community and 

have limited the DPRK’s international engagement, particularly economically. The regime 

abides by a policy calling for the simultaneous development of its nuclear weapons program and 

its economy. 

Most forms of U.S. economic assistance, other than purely humanitarian assistance, are 

prohibited. The United States has provided food and other emergency aid to North Korea during 

times of famine and natural disasters. The United States has also assisted U.S. NGOs in 

providing aid to fight the outbreak of infectious diseases and to improve farming practices and 

agricultural output in rural areas. 

The United States imposed a near total economic embargo on North Korea in 1950 when North 

Korea attacked the South. Over the following years, some U.S. sanctions were eased, but others 

were imposed. Most recently, Executive Order 13687 was imposed on January 2, 2015, in the 

wake of the DPRK’s cyber attack on Sony Pictures Entertainment, and Executive Order 13722, 

on March 16, 2016, following recent missile launches and a nuclear test in January of that year. 

These constitute the most restrictive sanctions on North Korea to date. 

North Korea and the United States belong to some of the same international organizations, 

including the United Nations and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Regional 

Forum. 

The United States and North Korea do not have diplomatic relations. The Swedish Embassy in 

North Korea is the U.S. protecting power and provides limited consular services to U.S. citizens. 

The U.S. Special Representative for North Korea Policy is Ambassador Joseph Yun. The U.S. 

Special Envoy for North Korean Human Rights Issues is Vacant. The Acting U.S. Special Envoy 

for the Six-Party Talks is Mark Lambert. 

North Korea has no embassy in Washington, DC, but it is represented in the United States 

through its mission to the United Nations. 

Risking arrest, imprisonment, and deportation, tens of thousands of North Koreans cross into 

China to escape famine, economic privation, and political oppression; North Korea and China 

dispute the sovereignty of certain islands in Yalu and Tumen Rivers; Military Demarcation Line 



within the 4-km-wide Demilitarized Zone has separated North from South Korea since 1953; 

periodic incidents in the Yellow Sea with South Korea which claims the Northern Limiting Line 

as a maritime boundary; North Korea supports South Korea in rejecting Japan's claim to 

Liancourt Rocks (Tok-do/Take-shima). 

North Korea is a source country for men, women, and children who are subjected to forced labor 

and sex trafficking; many North Korean workers recruited to work abroad under bilateral 

contracts with foreign governments, most often Russia and China, are subjected to forced labor 

and do not have a choice in the work the government assigns them, are not free to change jobs, 

and face government reprisals if they try to escape or complain to outsiders; tens of thousands of 

North Koreans, including children, held in prison camps are subjected to forced labor, including 

logging, mining, and farming; many North Korean women and girls, lured by promises of food, 

jobs, and freedom, have migrated to China illegally to escape poor social and economic 

conditions only to be forced into prostitution, domestic service, or agricultural work through 

forced marriages. 

North Korea does not fully comply with minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking 

and is not making significant efforts to do so; the government continued to participate in human 

trafficking through its use of domestic forced labor camps and the provision of forced labor to 

foreign governments through bilateral contracts; officials did not demonstrate any efforts to 

address human trafficking through prosecution, protection, or prevention measures; no known 

investigations, prosecutions, or convictions of trafficking offenders or officials complicit in 

trafficking-related offenses were conducted; the government also made no efforts to identify or 

protect trafficking victims and did not permit NGOs to assist victims (2015). 

At present there is insufficient information to determine the current level of involvement of 

government officials in the production or trafficking of illicit drugs, but for years, from the 1970s 

into the 2000s, citizens of the Democratic People's Republic of (North) Korea (DPRK), many of 

them diplomatic employees of the government, were apprehended abroad while trafficking in 

narcotics; police investigations in Taiwan and Japan in recent years have linked North Korea to 

large illicit shipments of heroin and methamphetamine. 

 



 

 

 

  



Remarks With Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland, South Korean 

Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha, Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono, 

and UK Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson At the Vancouver Foreign 

Ministers' Meeting On Security and Stability on the Korean Peninsula 

Vancouver Convention Centre, Vancouver, Canada, January 16, 2018 

FOREIGN MINISTER FREELAND: So what we’re going to do now just so everybody knows, 

we’ll have some brief opening remarks open to the press from me, Rex, Minister Kono, Minister 

Kang, and Boris. And then we will bid our journalistic pals farewell. For me and Boris that’s a 

particular sadness, as we used to be members of the press ourselves. And then we will proceed to 

our deliberations. 

 

PARTICIPANT: (Off-mike.) (Laughter.) 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER FREELAND: So Your Excellencies, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 

thank you for joining us here in Vancouver. I’d like to begin by acknowledging that the land on 

which we gather is the unceded territory of the Coast Salish people including the territories of the 

Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh Nations, as Deanna has reminded us. 

 

The North Korean nuclear crisis is one of the greatest threats the world is facing today, and it is 

what brings us here to Vancouver. Let me extend a special welcome to Minister Kang of the 

Republic of Korea and to Minister Kono of Japan. The people of your countries are most directly 

affected by instability on the Korean Peninsula. 

 

I’d also like to welcome U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, my friend. Thank you, Rex. We 

are truly honored to cohost these talks with our American neighbors. 

 

(In French.) 

 

Canada is determined to work for peace and security in the Asia Pacific, to strengthen the rules-

based international order that preserves peace and security for us all. The ties between Canadians 

and Koreans have been forged both in times of conflict and peace for more than a century. In 



fact, more than 206,000 Koreans or people of Korean descent now live in Canada. Ours is one of 

the largest Korean diaspora communities in the world. And in fact, I am proud that many of these 

Korean Canadians live in the riding that I have the honor of representing, University-Rosedale in 

Toronto, which is where Toronto’s Koreatown is found. 

 

These ties only increase our firm desire to avoid a devastating conflict on the peninsula. We 

welcome last week’s agreement between North and South Korea to hold military-to-military 

discussions and for North Korea to participate in the Winter Olympics next month. These are 

encouraging signals. 

 

But let me be clear: No true progress can be made in addressing instability in the Korean 

Peninsula until North Korea commits to changing course and verifiably and irreversibly 

abandoning all of its weapons of mass destruction. Like all of you, we in Canada understand that 

in these extraordinary times it is vital that we come together as neighbors, friends, partners, and 

allies to confront threats of aggression. Nowhere in the world do we see the proliferation of 

weapons and materials of mass destruction on the scale of North Korea’s program. We cannot 

stand by and let this threat persist. At stake are the safety and security of all the people of the 

world. 

 

We therefore gather here to work together for peace in the Korean Peninsula and to demonstrate 

our unity and our resolve. As a global community, we have shown in both word and deed that we 

will not accept North Korea as a nuclear threat to the world. To this end, the UN Security 

Council has imposed sanctions on North Korea. The 20 nations here in Vancouver must work to 

make sure these measures are fully and faithfully implemented, and we must use this meeting – 

and I’m confident that we will – to hone their effectiveness. 

 

Sanctions, however, are not an end in and of themselves. They are important tools of diplomacy 

aimed at bringing North Korea to the table and setting out the diplomatic path to a peace that we 

all seek. Our message to the people of North Korea is clear: Despite the brutal hardships that you 

face, we know that the foremost threat is the regime of North Korea. 

 

To North Korea’s leadership our message is also clear: The pursuit of nuclearization will bring 

you neither security nor prosperity. Investing in nuclear weapons will lead only to more 

sanctions and to perpetual instability on the peninsula. 



 

The states represented at this meeting harbor no hostility to North Korea. On the contrary, we 

seek neither a regime change nor a collapse. We are working to resolve this crisis and are aiming 

for what is in our collective best interest: security and stability on the Korean Peninsula and 

throughout the world. We know this to be true: A decision by the North Korean regime to 

verifiably abandon all of its weapons of mass destruction will contribute to North Korea’s 

security and economic development, leading to a better, brighter, safer, and more prosperous 

future for the North Korean people. It is now up to North Korea to choose the future it wants for 

itself. 

 

As Lester B. Pearson, a great Canadian foreign minister and prime minister, said when he 

accepted his Nobel Peace Prize just 60 years ago, “Of all our dreams today, there is none more 

important or so hard to realize than that of peace in the world. May we never lose our faith in it 

or our resolve to do everything that can be done to convert it one day into reality.” 

 

Despite the immense challenges that the world faces today, let us never lose sight of this dream, 

and let’s endeavor to do all we can today in these meetings to live up to Pearson’s words. Thank 

you. And once again, colleagues, welcome. I’m looking forward to our conversations. 

 

Okay, and I’m now going to turn it over to Rex. Please. 

 

SECRETARY TILLERSON: Well, first let me thank Foreign Minister Freeland for agreeing to 

cohost this event, and also thanks to Canada for allowing us to meet in Vancouver as well. North 

Korea is just one of many security issues of which the United States knows we can rely on our 

neighbor and friend, Canada, for close alignment. I also want to recognize Foreign Minister 

Kang, the Republic of Korea’s Foreign Minister Kono, and thank them for joining us as well. As 

allies, their nations have been at the center of the maximum pressure campaign against the 

DPRK, and our lockstep coordination with them will continue. The United States extends its 

appreciation to all nations here for their efforts to date in the pressure campaign. 

 

This assembly of representative countries of the original UN Command sending states are all 

represented by foreign ministers and diplomats. These are nations that answered the call almost 

or about 60 years ago to fight for freedom on the Korean Peninsula, to ensure freedom would be 

preserved on the Korean Peninsula, and through great sacrifice secured freedom on the Korean 



Peninsula for the people of the Republic of Korea. And while that conflict remains frozen in time 

with an armistice, all of these nations have never lost their interest in ensuring freedom is 

maintained on the peninsula. 

 

And I think as President Trump highlighted so well in his remarks to the Republic of Korea’s 

General Assembly in November, the differences between freedom and democracy for the people 

of the Republic of Korea is striking when compared to the conditions of life for the people who 

live under the tyranny of the regime in North Korea. And it is only a threat of this nature, a 

serious nuclear weapons threat, that would unite what were once enemies – the sending states 

with China – in a common goal to denuclearize the Korean Peninsula. And the sending states 

stand shoulder-to-shoulder with China, with the Republic of Korea, with Japan, with Russia, and 

is now joined by the entire international community in saying to the regime in North Korea we 

cannot and will not accept you as a nuclear state. 

 

It has been nearly one year since the United States in concert with our allies and partners 

initiated the global campaign to maximize pressure against North Korea. As it was in the 

beginning, the great goal of the pressure campaign is to cut off the sources of funding that the 

DPRK uses to finance its illegal nuclear and ballistic missile programs. Additionally, we must 

increase the cost of the regime’s behavior to the point that North Korea comes to the table for 

credible negotiations. 

 

The object of negotiations, if and when we get there, is the complete, verifiable, and irreversible 

denuclearization of North Korea. All nations here today are united on that goal. Let me clear: We 

will not allow North Korea to drive a wedge through our resolve or our solidarity. We reject a 

“freeze-for-freeze” approach in which legitimate defensive military exercises are placed on the 

same level of equivalency as the DPRK’s unlawful actions. 

 

The pressure campaign will continue until North Korea takes decisive steps to denuclearize. This 

is a strategy that has and will require patience, but thanks to everyone’s support at this table and 

around the world, the regime is already facing costs that it is having difficulty bearing. The 

purpose of our meetings today is to improve the effectiveness of the maximum pressure 

campaign and combat North Korea’s attempts to evade sanctions. The United States looks 

forward to hearing from all participants on how we can best do that. 

 



Today the United States is encouraged by the steps that nations around the world have already 

taken. In 2017, the UN Security Council passed three unanimous resolutions, levying the 

toughest-ever sanctions on North Korea. And nations around the world have taken their own 

unilateral actions, such as expelling North Korean laborers, closing North Korean embassies, and 

banning the importation of North Korean goods. The United States commends those nations for 

taking these actions. 

 

This progress is encouraging, but we cannot be complacent. Kim Jong-un’s regime continues to 

threaten international peace and security through unlawful ballistic missile and nuclear tests. I 

ask you to take a look at a map behind me, and this is to make the point of the equivalency of 

military – defensive military exercises and their irresponsible testing. The map is a snapchat of 

air traffic in Asia on the morning of Friday, January the 12th – a rather ordinary day. Each plane 

icon represents a plane passing through the region, and as you can see, a lot of activity is in the 

skies each day. 

 

The potential for a North Korean missile or parts of it to affect civilian aircraft is real. On 

November 28th, individuals on the flight traveling from San Francisco to Hong Kong witnessed 

with their own eyes parts of the North Korea ICBM test flying through the sky. According to the 

Federal Aviation Administration, the flight was 280 nautical miles from point of impact, and at 

the time there were nine other flights within that range. Over the course of that day, according to 

the Department of Defense, an estimated 716 flights were due to pass within that range. The 

FAA says the total available seats on those 716 flights were 152,110. That’s a lot of people from 

a lot of countries being put at risk by an irresponsible testing of ballistic missiles. 

 

My point is this: North Korea’s willingness to launch missiles at any time presents a threat to 

people of all nationalities in the region’s air space each day. Based on its past recklessness, we 

cannot expect North Korea to have any regard for what might get in the way of one of its 

missiles or part of a missile breaking apart. This is to say nothing of potential technological 

errors associated with a launch that could result in disaster. 

 

Of course, this is hardly the only threat or likeliest threat posed by North Korean missiles. Twice 

last year, North Korea launched missiles over Japan, which could have fallen on population 

centers. The North Korean threat has many dimensions, all of which must be countered. The 

regime has shown a recklessness among the nations of the world. Based on its actions now, we 



can see what North Korea may very well do later if it obtains complete nuclear and missile 

delivery capabilities. 

 

When we consider the DPRK has avowed strikes on civilian targets, that Oslo is nearer to 

Pyongyang than Seattle, that London is nearer to North Korea than Los Angeles, that 

Amsterdam, Ankara, Brussels, Beijing, Paris, and Moscow are nearer than New York City, we 

see a global problem requiring a global solution. In light of North Korea’s steep trajectory of 

regression, we must implement a permanent and peaceful solution to avert a future crisis. North 

Korea’s provocations have been and continue to be met with clear and substantial consequences, 

as are appropriate. 

 

First, we all must insist a full enforcement of UN Security Council sanctions, as this is the letter 

of the law. We especially urge Russia and China in this matter. Full implementation is an 

essential measure for the security of their people and a clear indication of their willingness to 

honor their international commitments. We cannot abide lapses or sanctions evasions. We will 

continue to call attention to and designate entities and individuals complicit in such evasive 

actions. 

 

Second, we all must work together to improve maritime interdiction operations. We must put an 

end to illicit ship-to-ship transfers that undermine UN sanctions. And third, there must be new 

consequences for the regime whenever new aggression occurs. 

 

We recognize that no one action or resolution will compel North Korea to give up its nuclear 

program, but if all countries cut off or significantly limit their economic and diplomatic 

engagements with North Korea, the sum total of our individual national efforts will increase the 

chances of a negotiated resolution. Our nations desire a future for North Korea, but the ultimate 

responsibility for producing that new future lies with North Korea. Only by abandoning its 

current path can North Korea achieve the security and stability it desires and a prosperous future 

for its people. 

 

On behalf of the United States, I look forward to sharing ideas today with our allies and partners 

to strengthen the maximum pressure campaign and provide a pathway to security for all of our 

people as a result. Thank you. 

 



FOREIGN MINISTER FREELAND: Okay. Thank you very much, Rex, and thank you for 

bringing visual aids. We really appreciate that, and thank you very much for cohosting this and 

all the work you’re doing. And next we’re going to hear from Minister Taro Kono of Japan. As 

Rex has pointed out, Japan is very directly implicated, and we’re honored that you’re here with 

us today, Minister. 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER KONO: Madam Chairperson, Mr. Chairperson, honorable ministers, 

distinguished delegates, let me begin by expressing my deep appreciation once again to Foreign 

Minister Freeland and Secretary Tillerson for their untiring efforts to gather all of us at today’s 

meeting. I am also grateful for their generosity to allow me to speak following their remarks. 

 

As we have all witnessed, North Korea has been escalating its outrageous act of provocation. 

The international community must counter in unison the grave and imminent threat posed by 

North Korea. Last month the United Nations Security Council briefing was convened under my 

presidency, and it was made crystal clear in the briefing that a nuclear-armed North Korea will 

never be accepted. Against this backdrop, today’s meeting is very timely and meaningful. The 

international community will once again gather strength in order to materialize North Korea’s 

denuclearization. Today, I would like to start with how I see the current situation as well as 

North Korea’s intention, and also like to touch upon some thoughts on the way forward. 

 

First, my observation on the current situation on the peninsula: As was expressed by Prime 

Minister Abe, my government welcomes the recent talks between South and North Koreas with 

regard to the latter’s participation to the PyeongChang Olympic. After all, the Olympic and 

Paralympic Games are peaceful festivals. And we all support the ROK Government’s effort to 

make these events successful. 

 

That being said, we should not avert our eyes from the fact that North Korea relentlessly 

continues its nuclear and missile programs. I am aware that some people argue that now that 

North Korea is engaging in inter-Korean dialogue, we should reward them by lifting up sanctions 

or by providing some sort of assistance. Frankly, I think this view is just too naive. I believe that 

North Korea wants to buy some time to continue their nuclear and missile programs. They 

simply want to get something out of this dialogue. I would, therefore, argue that this recognition 

should be the starting point of today’s discussion. 

 



Secondly, we should judge its intention in terms of what they are actually doing, not in terms of 

what we hope they are doing. How should we interpret North Korea’s willingness toward 

dialogue and its continued obsession with the nuclear and missile programs? Number one, they 

must be hoping to get sanction lifted by some countries. Number two, they must be attempting to 

obtain some financial assistance in whatever form, exploiting the goodwill of others. Number 

three, they must also be hoping that the military exercise between the United States and the ROK 

militaries be canceled. Number four, they must be intending to drive a wedge between those 

tough countries and those that are not so tough. In addition, if the inter-Korean dialogue does not 

advance as North Korea wishes, North Korea may blame others and use it as a pretext to conduct 

further provocative and dangerous actions. 

 

In any case, what we should have in mind is that North Korea continues to advance its nuclear 

and missile programs even as we speak and we should not be naive about their intent, nor should 

we be blinded by North Korea’s charm offensive. In short, it is not the time to ease pressure or to 

reward North Korea. 

 

My last point comes from my earlier observation, namely to uphold the maximum pressure 

campaign. International sanctions have gradually borne fruits. The increasing number of ship-to-

ship transfer is a testament that the current sanction regime is finally biting. It is also likely that 

sanctions will reproduce even further result this year. The fact that North Korea is engaging in 

dialogue could be interpreted as proof that the sanctions are working. I would therefore argue 

that now is the time for all the country to renew their determination to implement relevant 

Security Council resolutions fully and rigorously, reinforcing autonomous measures when and 

where available. This could include cutting off diplomatic ties with North Korea, as well as 

repatriating North Korean workers. Only through these measures can we make North Korea 

change a policy. In this regard, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has just decided to cut its 

diplomatic ties with North Korea. Japan highly appreciate Jordan’s initiative and expects other 

countries to follow the same path and take further actions. 

 

As I mentioned at the beginning, this year started with North Korea’s move towards inter-Korean 

dialogue. However, there has not been any positive move in terms of resolving the nuclear 

missile programs, as well as the abductions issue. Today’s foreign ministers’ meeting provides a 

timely opportunity to demonstrate an unwavering commitment of the international community to 

achieve complete, verifiable, and irreversible denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and to 

stop North Korea’s other provocations. Together we should continue to maximize pressure on 

North Korea and corner North Korea in order to change its policy towards denuclearization. 



 

Thank you very much. Thank you, Chairman. 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER FREELAND: Well, thank you very much, Minister Kono. Thank you for 

your wise words and for your commitment to this effort. And next we are going to hear from 

Minister Kang. We’ve all been talking about the common threat that we face and I think we all 

need to acknowledge that no country has a greater interest in this matter than our friends and 

allies in South Korea. So Minister Kang, we’re delighted you’re here. 

 

FOREIGN MINISTER KANG: Thank you very much, Chrystia. Thank you. Minister Freeland, 

Secretary Tillerson, colleagues, friends, ladies and gentlemen, first of all, I would like to thank 

you, our two cohosts, for your very hard work and meticulous arrangements in bringing this 

group together, and thank you for your support. With the rapid pace of recent developments on 

the Korean Peninsula, today’s meeting could not be more opportune. As you know, South and 

North Korea have jumpstarted talks this year after several years of hiatus, and despite the long 

absence, I have to report that the dialogue has been rather productive and positive. 

 

At the high-level talks on January 9th, the two sides agree to cooperate for North Korea’s 

participation in the in the PyeongChang Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games, work together 

to lower tension and create a peaceful environment on the Korean Peninsula, and resolve all 

issues between the two sides through dialogue. This is no doubt an important development for 

the PyeongChang games as well as a significant first step towards restoring inter-Korean 

relations, which have been frozen for many years. And we hope to build on this initial 

breakthrough to ease tension in the region and forge favorable conditions for a peaceful 

resolution of the North Korean nuclear issue, as well as the establishment of lasting peace on the 

Korean Peninsula. 

 

Colleagues and friends, excellencies, despite these overtures to improve relations with the South, 

North Korea has yet to show any intention to fulfill its international obligations regarding 

denuclearization. To the contrary, North Korea adheres to its stated claim of having completed 

its state nuclear force, and now boasts that its ballistic missiles tipped with nuclear warheads can 

strike anywhere in the United States. Indeed, the security threat posed by North Korea’s nuclear 

and missiles program is no longer confined to Northeast Asia but has become truly global. In 

response, the international community has been working closely together to underscore the point 

that North Korea’s nuclear ambitions are not acceptable and that it must return to the path of 



denuclearization. And thus, in the latter half of 2017 alone, three more UN Security Council 

resolutions were passed unanimously with incrementally stronger sanctions, and many member-

states are implementing unilateral measures to put additional pressure on North Korea. 

 

The Republic of Korea is working closely with key partners and the international community as 

a whole to implement the Security Council sanctions so as to compel North Korea to change 

course and to come to the table for denuclearization talks. And to this end, ensuring the faithful 

implementation of the UN Security Council sanctions by all members of the United Nations and 

enhancing their effectiveness is crucial. My government is actively participating in these efforts 

by faithfully implementing the sanctions as well as sharing information and the best practices 

with concerned partners. 

 

We have urged North Korea to stop the provocations and return to dialogue, and made it clear 

through action that its continued provocations will only be met with further sanctions and 

pressure. At the same time, President Moon Jae-in and many other leaders have repeatedly made 

the point in public statements as well as in messages delivered to the North that we stand ready 

to provide a brighter future for North Korea if it makes the right choice. And I believe the two 

tools, these two tools – tough sanctions and pressure on the one hand and the offer of a different, 

brighter future on the other – has worked hand in hand. Indeed, the concerted efforts of the 

international community has begun to bear fruit. We should take note that the North has come 

back to inter-Korean dialogue for its participation in the Winter Games as evidence and 

observations accumulate to show that sanctions and pressure are beginning to take effect. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, while we endeavor to make the most of the new, opening in inter-Korean 

dialogue, we are well aware that sustained improvements in inter-Korean relations cannot take 

place without advances in efforts to resolve the North Korean nuclear issue and vice versa. The 

two tracks must be pursued in complementarity. Denuclearization is a fundamental element of a 

lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula. Thus, as we endeavor to engage the North before, during, 

and perhaps beyond PyeongChang, we do so in clear sight of the denuclearization imperative. 

 

The complete, verifiable, and irreversible denuclearization of North Korea remains the 

unwavering goal of the Korean Government and the international community. And as long as 

North Korea continues down the path of nuclear development, sanctions will remain in place and 

Korea will continue to work closely with the international community to force a change of 

course on North Korea. The fundamental resolution of the Korean Peninsula-related issues 
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