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Why do we need unique content?
Google is constantly updating its algorithm in an attempt to deliver the best possible results to
the searcher. In recent years one of the major ranking factors and quality signals that has been
increasing in significance is high quality, unique content.

A few years ago you could copy an article from an article directory, run it through some article 
spinner software and churn out some unreadable gibberish and it would still help you rank.

Those days are gone.

Google has got better at detecting content that is truly unique, and has got better at 
determining the quality of content in terms of spelling, good grammar, punctuation etc.

The ideal content therefore is something that has been written from scratch by a real human 
being with a good grasp of the English language. This ebook will help you find exactly that, for 
free!

Niche Specific Content

Google has also been putting more emphasis on topical relevancy in recent years. An arbitrary 
link from a finance article to your dog training blog is not going to carry anywhere near the 
weight as a link from an article that is actually relevant to dog training.

Summary

This book will show you how to find unique content in the niche of your choice. All of the tools
and techniques discussed are completely free to use, but this technique will take some time.

Caroline Middlebrook
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1 - Introducing the Wayback Machine
The primary tool that we are going to be using the mine the huge archives of the Internet for 
content to use is called the Wayback Machine. Visit the URL below:

http://archive.org/web/

The Wayback Machine is a huge archive of 466 billion web pages stored over time. The general
idea is that you can enter any URL, and look back at it's history in time going back many years.

Let me show you an example using my own blog. Load the Wayback machine, plug in the URL 
you are interested in and click the 'Browse History' button. For a site that was active in the 
past, it should bring you back something that looks a bit like this:

What we see here is that this particular URL has been active since 2007. All of the black marks 
are places where the Wayback Machine was able to crawl the page and has saved a snapshot 
in its archives. 

We can then drill down and investigate those snapshots at any point in time for which an entry
has been saved. That's pretty cool don't you think?
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Digging Through The Archive

If you hover your mouse over the years, you'll see that you can click on any year and it will 
populate the calendar below. From there you'll see a bunch of blue circles which indicates that
a shapshot has been saved for that date and then you can click that to load it.

Now back when I first started blogging, I actually didn't use the root domain for my blog, I 
used http://www.caroline-middlebrook.com/blog so let's have a look at that:

It's quite clear that I started the blog in 2007, was very active with it for a few years and then 
something happened in 2010. I actually shut down the blog to concentrate on another project 
and then started it back up in a much more relaxed way later on. 

Okay let's drill down into the archives. Clicking on the 2007 link, this is part of the calendar 
that shows up for that year:
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From here you can click on the individual days and look at how the site looked on that date. 
I've picked October 11th 2007 and OMG that profile picture makes me cringe lol!

Okay that's enough of me! So you should have an idea now of how to put a URL into the 
Wayback machine and dig through the archives. 

How does that help?

Well, as you can see above, the whole text is saved, and in some cases you can actually dig 
right down into the internal links on the page. Now this doesn't always work – unfortunately 
the Wayback Archive doesn't archive everything; it's very hit and miss and there is a lot of luck
involved. But let me come back to that later...
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2 - Picking Domains to Explore
In order to find content that we can use, we need to explore domains that are like to have 
archived content on them. Now we can't just go plugging in popular sites in our niche because 
those sites are live which means that their content is online and so if you copy it, you're just 
plagiarizing – and we don't want to do that.

Expired Domains

Instead, we want to look back old domains that have now expired and are no longer online. 
These sites are no longer in Google's index, and thus any content that they may have had on 
them in the past will not be found in the current search engines unless it was already copied 
and used elsewhere.

So, what we are going to go is look for expired domains in our niche, explore them with the 
Wayback machine looking for content, and then checking to see if that content is unique. 

Finding Potential Domains

There are many ways to find expired domains. The tool I will show you here is completely free,
is easy to use and has a few features that give us a good chance of finding domains that 
actually have content on them.

https://www.expireddomains.net/

Nagivate to the above URL and create a free account. Activate the account and then login. At 
the top of the screen you'll see something like this:
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ExpiredDomains.net organises lists of domains into groupings according to extension. You can 
click through any of these buttons and see massive lists of domains for that extension. For 
example, here is an example of what I saw when I clicked the “Deleted.com” at the top left:

As you can see from the screen shot, there were almost 2 million .com domains in the 
database! The problem with this screen is that you're seeing ALL domains and what we want 
to do is dig into a specific niche. 

So, instead of clicking through the lists in this way, we're going to use the search function. 
Look again at the top right of the screen:
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Keyword Searches

What we want to do is type in a keyword here that is likely to bring up domains for the niche 
we are interested in. For example let's see what a search for “dogtraining” brings up:

1,967 results! Awesome! But who has time to go through and explore 1,967 domains? We 
need a way to either filter them down or sort them in some way.

I like to keep this really simple. Let me zoom in a bit at the columns at the top of the list:

You can hover your mouse over these to see what they all mean. I find that the one that 
produces the best results to sort by is – 'BL' which is the number of backlinks to the domain, 
according to Moz.
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Click on the BL column header once and your list of domains will now be sorted with the 
domains with the highest number of backlinks at the top.

Why is this important? Well if a domain has backlinks then it means one of two things:

1. That domain had good content on it and attracted natural links

2. The website owner worked hard on it, and built backlinks to it

Either way, it shows that somebody once cared enough about that domain to get backlinks to 
it and you don't usually find empty websites with a load of backlinks. 

There are always exceptions of course; you'll find some with tons of backlinks but the domain 
seems empty, and there could be some really great sites that had loads of good content that 
just never managed to pick up many links.

Note that there are a lot of other metrics shown here. This website is generally used for by 
people who are looking to buy expired domains to re-purpose in some way. But for our 
purposes of finding content, none of those metrics matter at all so you can ignore them.

Saving Your Searches

In the last screenshot above, you can click on the little blue disk icon to the right to save the 
search for later use. 

What's cool about this is that you can then configure that search to only look for new domains
and you can also setup an email update so you will be emailed when new domains match that 
search. 

This is useful if you intend to do ongoing content research for that keyword.
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3 - Digging Through the Archives
Now that we picked a domain to explore, it's time to go back to the Wayback Machine and 
actually start digging through the archives to look for content that we can use.

For this example I'm going to look at “dogtraininghelpnow.com” which sounds like the kind of 
domain that would have useful articles about dog training.

Here's what Wayback Machine has on it:

This is quite typical for many expired domains – you see just a handful of entries over the 
years and may have a gap of many years. 

Now obviously I'm not going to investigate every single entry. Even with a site like this that 
only has a few, that would be far too time consuming. I begin by looking at one entry for each 
year. I typically start at the end of the year. 
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This is what I found for 2015:

Chinese spam! That's something you'll see a LOT of when using this method. The Chinese like 
to buy up old domains and just dump spam on them. So let's move on. 

An entry near the end of 2014 brought back more Chinese spam so onto 2013...
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It looks like at this point the site was taken down. You'll also see lots of things like this, plus 
parked pages, pages that show “buy this domain” etc. None of those are useful obviously. 

For this particular domain the only other entries now are way back in 2008. Lets see what that
brings up:
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At first glance it just looks like another kind of spam as this obviously doesn't have much to do 
with dog training. However I was able to scroll down on this page and look what I found a little
bit later on:
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BINGO!!! Not only is this relevant but it is showing the full text of the post. This means we can 
copy the article straight out of the Wayback Machine page – that's exactly what we're looking 
for!

This particular page had 6 full blog posts about dog training and then underneath that I saw a 
lot more post excerpts that looked this this:
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Ahh, not quite so good as we're only seeing a snippet of the full post.

Now this is where we need to be careful. If you hover over the “continued here” link you think 
you're going to be taken to the blog post but in actual fact it is a link to Ezine articles!

What you really want to click on in this case is the headline “Finding a Labrador Retriever”. 
This is a link to an internal page on the site and now we hope that Wayback has crawled the 
page so we can extract the rest of the article from it.
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That error message is one that you will grow to hate using this method. In my experience I 
have found that in the vast majority of cases only the home page of a site is crawled and it's 
not very often that I find deeper links that have been crawled.

It's always worth checking though.

Searching From Oldest to Newest

In this example I began my search at the latest entry which was in 2015 and I worked 
backwards. I did this simply to illustrate the kinds of results you might see such as Chinese 
spam and page not found errors.

However in practice, I always do my searches the other way around. Whoever first created 
that domain was the purpose who first had the idea for the content so the most likely time 
that the site would have had real content on it is when it was first created.

Once the site has expired and been picked up by somebody else to be re-purposed in some 
way, in almost all case, it gets used for some kind of spam and rarely do you find any good 
content to use. 

There are exceptions of course but in order to minimise the time spent with this method I 
tend to quickly scan the early entries and if I don't find anything, I'll check one or two of the 
later years and then just move onto the next domain is nothing good is found.
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