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Introduction 
 

Dec 16, 2015. WASHINGTON – U.S. Congressman David N. Cicilline (D-RI), along with 123 

co-sponsors, introduced the Assault Weapons Ban of 2015 to prohibit the sale, transfer, 

production, and importation of new military-style weapons and high-capacity magazines that 

have become the firearm of choice for many mass shooters in the United States. Cicilline’s 

legislation also includes new safeguards on the sale or transfer of assault weapons already in 

circulation. 

 

“Since 2011, the frequency of mass shootings has increased by a factor of three. And according 

to one study, more than half of all mass shooters used an assault weapon, a gun with a military-

style feature, or a high-capacity magazine. The sole purpose of these types of weapons is to kill 

as many people as quickly as possible,” said Cicilline. “It is unconscionable that we continue to 

allow military-style weapons to be bought and sold while mass shootings are growing more 

common. This bill is an important first step that will restore some sanity to the way we treat guns 

in the United States.” 

 

“Congressman Cicilline’s leadership on the issue of gun violence prevention in our communities 

has been relentless,” said Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi. “As we push to expand and 

strengthen background checks and close the loophole that allows suspected terrorists to buy 

guns, it is essential that we keep assault weapons out of the hands of those who should not have 

them.” 

 

“There is no place for dangerous, military-style assault weapons on the streets of America,” said 

House Democratic Whip Steny Hoyer. “Since the federal assault weapons ban lapsed in 2004, 

tens of thousands of people have been killed by high-powered, high-capacity firearms in 

communities across our country. We must take action, and I commend Rep. Cicilline for leading 

on this critical issue of public safety.”  

 

The Assault Weapons Ban of 2015 will prohibit the sale, transfer, production, and importation 

of: 

 



    Semi-automatic rifles and handguns with a military-style feature that can accept a detachable 

magazine; 

    Semi-automatic rifles and handguns with a fixed magazine that can hold more than 10 rounds; 

    Semi-automatic shotguns with a military-style feature; 

    Any ammunition feeding device that can hold more than 10 rounds; 

    And 157 specifically-named and listed firearms. 

 

“Our number one priority is to keep Americans safe, yet every single day we hear about mass 

shootings devastating our cities and towns. Congress can no longer just offer up thoughts and 

prayers while it sits on its hands and watches the almost daily reports of gun violence on the 

evening news – it’s time to act,” said Rep. Steve Israel. “I’m joining Congressman Cicilline in 

introducing legislation to ban military-style assault weapons and high capacity magazines 

because we need to protect our children and families from more tragic incidences of gun 

violence.” 

 

“Congress must enact commonsense gun violence prevention efforts that can save lives and stop 

American communities from being ripped apart,” said Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro. “Three 

years after the tragedy in Newtown, Congress still has not reinstituted the assault weapons ban, 

allowing more high-capacity guns and magazines to flood our streets. We cannot continue to sit 

silently while these tragedies take place in American communities.” 

 

The Assault Weapons Ban of 2015 also sets new standards to close the “Charleston Loophole” – 

the standard that allows firearms dealers to complete a sale if a buyer’s background check is not 

completed within three days. Between 2010 and 2014, more than 15,000 gun sales were 

completed to prohibited individuals because their background check was not completed on time. 

Individuals prohibited from purchasing a gun include felons, domestic abusers, drug users, and 

those who have been adjudicated mentally ill. 

 

Under the Assault Weapons Ban of 2015, the background check period is extended to 14 days 

for the sale or transfer of an existing assault weapon. If it is determined that a gun was sold to a 

prohibited individual, the FBI will be required to notify federal, state, and local law enforcement 

so the weapon can be retrieved as quickly as possible and the buyer can be held accountable for 

violating federal law. 



 

Assault weapons were used in attacks last month in San Bernardino and Colorado Springs. 

Shooters also used them to commit mass murder at Sandy Hook Elementary School, a movie 

theatre in Aurora, Colorado, and a community college in Roseburg, Oregon. 

 

“I would like to commend my friend, Congressman David Cicilline, for leading this effort and 

introducing this life-saving legislation,” said Congresswoman Janice Hahn. “The guns we are 

talking about today are not for hunting nor for target practice—they are weapons of war. These 

assault weapons are designed to inflict the maximum amount of death and injury and have no 

place on our streets. Frankly, we should be ashamed that Congress allowed the original Assault 

Weapons Ban to expire in the first place.” 

 

“It is critical that we act now to end this epidemic of mass gun violence driven primarily by 

individuals armed with assault weapons that are designed for combat zones and that have 

become the tool of choice for domestic terrorists,” added Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence, a 

co-chair of the Congressional Black Caucus Taskforce to End Gun Violence. 

 

When an assault weapon or a high-capacity magazine is used in a shooting, the number of 

victims who are killed increases by 63%. There have been almost 50,000 incidents of gun 

violence in our country this year. More than 12,000 Americans have lost their lives. More than 

3,000 children have been killed or injured. 

 

This volume presents the status and full text of Assault Weapons Ban of 2015. 

  



Assault Weapons Ban of 2015 

 

Titles (2) 

Short Titles 

Short Titles - House of Representatives 

Short Titles as Introduced 

Assault Weapons Ban of 2015 

Official Titles 

Official Titles - House of Representatives 

Official Title as Introduced 

To regulate assault weapons, to ensure that the right to keep and bear arms is not unlimited, and 

for other purposes. 

 

Actions Overview (1) 

Date 
 

12/16/2015 Introduced in House  

 

All Actions (3) 

Date 
 

01/15/2016 
Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations.  

Action By: Committee on the Judiciary  

12/16/2015 
Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.  

Action By: House of Representatives  

12/16/2015 
Introduced in House  

Action By: House of Representatives  

 

Cosponsors (149) 
* = Original cosponsor 



Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Rep. Adams, Alma S. [D-NC-12]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Aguilar, Pete [D-CA-31]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Bass, Karen [D-CA-37]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Becerra, Xavier [D-CA-34]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Beyer, Donald S., Jr. [D-VA-8]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Bonamici, Suzanne [D-OR-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Boyle, Brendan F. [D-PA-13]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Brady, Robert A. [D-PA-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Brown, Corrine [D-FL-5]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Brownley, Julia [D-CA-26]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Capps, Lois [D-CA-24]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Capuano, Michael E. [D-MA-7]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Cardenas, Tony [D-CA-29]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Carney, John C., Jr. [D-DE-At Large]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Cartwright, Matt [D-PA-17]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-27]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Clark, Katherine M. [D-MA-5]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Clarke, Yvette D. [D-NY-9]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9]*  12/16/2015 

https://www.congress.gov/member/alma-adams/A000370
https://www.congress.gov/member/pete-aguilar/A000371
https://www.congress.gov/member/karen-bass/B001270
https://www.congress.gov/member/xavier-becerra/B000287
https://www.congress.gov/member/donald-beyer/B001292
https://www.congress.gov/member/earl-blumenauer/B000574
https://www.congress.gov/member/suzanne-bonamici/B001278
https://www.congress.gov/member/brendan-boyle/B001296
https://www.congress.gov/member/robert-brady/B001227
https://www.congress.gov/member/corrine-brown/B000911
https://www.congress.gov/member/julia-brownley/B001285
https://www.congress.gov/member/lois-capps/C001036
https://www.congress.gov/member/michael-capuano/C001037
https://www.congress.gov/member/tony-cardenas/C001097
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-carney/C001083
https://www.congress.gov/member/andre-carson/C001072
https://www.congress.gov/member/matt-cartwright/C001090
https://www.congress.gov/member/judy-chu/C001080
https://www.congress.gov/member/katherine-clark/C001101
https://www.congress.gov/member/yvette-clarke/C001067
https://www.congress.gov/member/steve-cohen/C001068


Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. [D-VA-11]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-13]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Courtney, Joe [D-CT-2]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Crowley, Joseph [D-NY-14]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Davis, Danny K. [D-IL-7]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Davis, Susan A. [D-CA-53]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. DeGette, Diana [D-CO-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Delaney, John K. [D-MD-6]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. DeLauro, Rosa L. [D-CT-3]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Deutch, Theodore E. [D-FL-21]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Doggett, Lloyd [D-TX-35]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Doyle, Michael F. [D-PA-14]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Duckworth, Tammy [D-IL-8]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Edwards, Donna F. [D-MD-4]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-16]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-18]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Esty, Elizabeth H. [D-CT-5]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-20]*  12/16/2015 

https://www.congress.gov/member/gerald-connolly/C001078
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-conyers/C000714
https://www.congress.gov/member/joe-courtney/C001069
https://www.congress.gov/member/joseph-crowley/C001038
https://www.congress.gov/member/elijah-cummings/C000984
https://www.congress.gov/member/danny-davis/D000096
https://www.congress.gov/member/susan-davis/D000598
https://www.congress.gov/member/diana-degette/D000197
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-delaney/D000620
https://www.congress.gov/member/rosa-delauro/D000216
https://www.congress.gov/member/mark-desaulnier/D000623
https://www.congress.gov/member/theodore-deutch/D000610
https://www.congress.gov/member/lloyd-doggett/D000399
https://www.congress.gov/member/mike-doyle/D000482
https://www.congress.gov/member/tammy-duckworth/D000622
https://www.congress.gov/member/donna-edwards/E000290
https://www.congress.gov/member/keith-ellison/E000288
https://www.congress.gov/member/eliot-engel/E000179
https://www.congress.gov/member/anna-eshoo/E000215
https://www.congress.gov/member/elizabeth-esty/E000293
https://www.congress.gov/member/sam-farr/F000030


Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Rep. Foster, Bill [D-IL-11]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Frankel, Lois [D-FL-22]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Fudge, Marcia L. [D-OH-11]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Gallego, Ruben [D-AZ-7]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Grayson, Alan [D-FL-9]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-3]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Gutierrez, Luis V. [D-IL-4]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Hahn, Janice [D-CA-44]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Higgins, Brian [D-NY-26]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Himes, James A. [D-CT-4]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-17]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Hoyer, Steny H. [D-MD-5]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Huffman, Jared [D-CA-2]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Israel, Steve [D-NY-3]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Jeffries, Hakeem S. [D-NY-8]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Johnson, Henry C. "Hank," Jr. [D-GA-4]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Keating, William R. [D-MA-9]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Kelly, Robin L. [D-IL-2]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Kennedy, Joseph P., III [D-MA-4]*  12/16/2015 

https://www.congress.gov/member/bill-foster/F000454
https://www.congress.gov/member/lois-frankel/F000462
https://www.congress.gov/member/marcia-fudge/F000455
https://www.congress.gov/member/ruben-gallego/G000574
https://www.congress.gov/member/alan-grayson/G000556
https://www.congress.gov/member/raul-grijalva/G000551
https://www.congress.gov/member/luis-gutierrez/G000535
https://www.congress.gov/member/janice-hahn/H001063
https://www.congress.gov/member/alcee-hastings/H000324
https://www.congress.gov/member/brian-higgins/H001038
https://www.congress.gov/member/james-himes/H001047
https://www.congress.gov/member/michael-honda/H001034
https://www.congress.gov/member/steny-hoyer/H000874
https://www.congress.gov/member/jared-huffman/H001068
https://www.congress.gov/member/steve-israel/I000057
https://www.congress.gov/member/sheila-jackson-lee/J000032
https://www.congress.gov/member/hakeem-jeffries/J000294
https://www.congress.gov/member/henry-johnson/J000288
https://www.congress.gov/member/william-keating/K000375
https://www.congress.gov/member/robin-kelly/K000385
https://www.congress.gov/member/joseph-kennedy/K000379


Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Rep. Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Larson, John B. [D-CT-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Lawrence, Brenda L. [D-MI-14]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-13]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Levin, Sander M. [D-MI-9]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Lieu, Ted [D-CA-33]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-19]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Lowenthal, Alan S. [D-CA-47]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Lowey, Nita M. [D-NY-17]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Lujan Grisham, Michelle [D-NM-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Lynch, Stephen F. [D-MA-8]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-12]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Matsui, Doris O. [D-CA-6]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-2]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Meeks, Gregory W. [D-NY-5]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Meng, Grace [D-NY-6]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Moore, Gwen [D-WI-4]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Moulton, Seth [D-MA-6]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-10]*  12/16/2015 

https://www.congress.gov/member/james-langevin/L000559
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-larson/L000557
https://www.congress.gov/member/brenda-lawrence/L000581
https://www.congress.gov/member/barbara-lee/L000551
https://www.congress.gov/member/sander-levin/L000263
https://www.congress.gov/member/ted-lieu/L000582
https://www.congress.gov/member/zoe-lofgren/L000397
https://www.congress.gov/member/alan-lowenthal/L000579
https://www.congress.gov/member/nita-lowey/L000480
https://www.congress.gov/member/michelle-lujan-grisham/L000580
https://www.congress.gov/member/stephen-lynch/L000562
https://www.congress.gov/member/jim-mcdermott/M000404
https://www.congress.gov/member/carolyn-maloney/M000087
https://www.congress.gov/member/doris-matsui/M001163
https://www.congress.gov/member/betty-mccollum/M001143
https://www.congress.gov/member/james-mcgovern/M000312
https://www.congress.gov/member/gregory-meeks/M001137
https://www.congress.gov/member/grace-meng/M001188
https://www.congress.gov/member/gwen-moore/M001160
https://www.congress.gov/member/seth-moulton/M001196
https://www.congress.gov/member/jerrold-nadler/N000002


Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Rep. Napolitano, Grace F. [D-CA-32]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Neal, Richard E. [D-MA-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Norcross, Donald [D-NJ-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-9]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Plaskett, Stacey E. [D-VI-At Large]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Price, David E. [D-NC-4]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-13]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Rice, Kathleen M. [D-NY-4]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Richmond, Cedric L. [D-LA-2]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-40]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [D-MD-2]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Rush, Bobby L. [D-IL-1]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Sarbanes, John P. [D-MD-3]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-28]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" [D-VA-3]*  12/16/2015 

https://www.congress.gov/member/grace-napolitano/N000179
https://www.congress.gov/member/richard-neal/N000015
https://www.congress.gov/member/donald-norcross/N000188
https://www.congress.gov/member/eleanor-norton/N000147
https://www.congress.gov/member/frank-pallone/P000034
https://www.congress.gov/member/william-pascrell/P000096
https://www.congress.gov/member/chellie-pingree/P000597
https://www.congress.gov/member/stacey-plaskett/P000610
https://www.congress.gov/member/mark-pocan/P000607
https://www.congress.gov/member/david-price/P000523
https://www.congress.gov/member/mike-quigley/Q000023
https://www.congress.gov/member/charles-rangel/R000053
https://www.congress.gov/member/kathleen-rice/R000602
https://www.congress.gov/member/cedric-richmond/R000588
https://www.congress.gov/member/lucille-roybal-allard/R000486
https://www.congress.gov/member/c-a-ruppersberger/R000576
https://www.congress.gov/member/bobby-rush/R000515
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-sarbanes/S001168
https://www.congress.gov/member/janice-schakowsky/S001145
https://www.congress.gov/member/adam-schiff/S001150
https://www.congress.gov/member/robert-scott/S000185


Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Rep. Serrano, Jose E. [D-NY-15]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Sherman, Brad [D-CA-30]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Sires, Albio [D-NJ-8]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-25]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Speier, Jackie [D-CA-14]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Swalwell, Eric [D-CA-15]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Tonko, Paul [D-NY-20]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Torres, Norma J. [D-CA-35]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Tsongas, Niki [D-MA-3]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD-8]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Veasey, Marc A. [D-TX-33]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Velazquez, Nydia M. [D-NY-7]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Vargas, Juan [D-CA-51]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Wasserman Schultz, Debbie [D-FL-23]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Watson Coleman, Bonnie [D-NJ-12]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Wilson, Frederica S. [D-FL-24]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Yarmuth, John A. [D-KY-3]*  12/16/2015 

Rep. Maloney, Sean Patrick [D-NY-18]  01/05/2016 

Rep. Titus, Dina [D-NV-1]  01/11/2016 

Rep. Butterfield, G. K. [D-NC-1]  06/15/2016 

https://www.congress.gov/member/jose-serrano/S000248
https://www.congress.gov/member/brad-sherman/S000344
https://www.congress.gov/member/albio-sires/S001165
https://www.congress.gov/member/louise-slaughter/S000480
https://www.congress.gov/member/jackie-speier/S001175
https://www.congress.gov/member/eric-swalwell/S001193
https://www.congress.gov/member/mark-takano/T000472
https://www.congress.gov/member/paul-tonko/T000469
https://www.congress.gov/member/norma-torres/T000474
https://www.congress.gov/member/niki-tsongas/T000465
https://www.congress.gov/member/chris-van-hollen/V000128
https://www.congress.gov/member/marc-veasey/V000131
https://www.congress.gov/member/nydia-velazquez/V000081
https://www.congress.gov/member/juan-vargas/V000130
https://www.congress.gov/member/debbie-wasserman-schultz/W000797
https://www.congress.gov/member/bonnie-watson-coleman/W000822
https://www.congress.gov/member/frederica-wilson/W000808
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-yarmuth/Y000062
https://www.congress.gov/member/sean-maloney/M001185
https://www.congress.gov/member/dina-titus/T000468
https://www.congress.gov/member/g-k-butterfield/B001251


Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Rep. Castor, Kathy [D-FL-14]  06/15/2016 
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Rep. Fattah, Chaka [D-PA-2]  06/15/2016 

Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9]  06/15/2016 

Rep. O'Rourke, Beto [D-TX-16]  06/15/2016 

Rep. Perlmutter, Ed [D-CO-7]  06/15/2016 

Rep. Green, Al [D-TX-9]  06/15/2016 

Rep. Loebsack, David [D-IA-2]  06/16/2016 

Rep. Larsen, Rick [D-WA-2]  06/16/2016 

Rep. Cleaver, Emanuel [D-MO-5]  06/16/2016 

Rep. Clyburn, James E. [D-SC-6]  06/16/2016 

Rep. Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9]  06/16/2016 

Rep. Takai, Mark [D-HI-1]  06/20/2016 

Rep. Lewis, John [D-GA-5]  06/20/2016 

Rep. Beatty, Joyce [D-OH-3]  06/20/2016 

Rep. Clay, Wm. Lacy [D-MO-1]  06/20/2016 

Rep. Hinojosa, Ruben [D-TX-15]  06/20/2016 

Rep. Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30]  06/20/2016 

Rep. Visclosky, Peter J. [D-IN-1]  06/22/2016 

Rep. Scott, David [D-GA-13]  06/22/2016 
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Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Rep. McNerney, Jerry [D-CA-9]  06/22/2016 

Rep. DelBene, Suzan K. [D-WA-1]  06/24/2016 

 

Committees (1) 

Committees, subcommittees and links to reports associated with this bill are listed here, as well 

as the nature and date of committee activity and Congressional report number. 

Committee / Subcommittee Date Activity Reports 

House Judiciary 12/16/2015 
Referred 

to  

House Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland 

Security, and Investigations 
01/15/2016 

Referred 

to  

 

Related Bills (0) 

No related bill information was received for H.R.4269. 

 

Subjects (10) 

Subject — Policy Area: 

• Crime and Law Enforcement 

One Policy Area term, which best describes an entire measure, is assigned to every public bill or 

resolution. 

• Administrative law and regulatory procedures 
• Criminal justice information and records 
• Criminal procedure and sentencing 
• Department of Justice 
• Firearms and explosives 

• Law enforcement administration and funding 
• Licensing and registrations 

https://www.congress.gov/member/jerry-mcnerney/M001166
https://www.congress.gov/member/suzan-delbene/D000617
https://www.congress.gov/help/legislative-glossary/#glossary_committeeactivity
https://www.congress.gov/help/legislative-glossary/#glossary_congressionalreport
https://www.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22subject%22%3A%22Crime+and+Law+Enforcement%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/help/legislative-glossary#glossary_policyareaterm


• Retail and wholesale trades 
• Trade restrictions 

 

Latest Summary (1) 
There is one summary for H.R.4269. View summaries  

Shown Here: 

Introduced in House (12/16/2015) 

Assault Weapons Ban of 2015 

This bill amends the federal criminal code to make it a crime to knowingly import, sell, 

manufacture, transfer, or possess a semiautomatic assault weapon (SAW) or large capacity 

ammunition feeding device (LCAFD). 

The prohibition does not apply to a firearm that is: (1) manually operated by bolt, pump, lever, or 

slide action; (2) permanently inoperable; (3) an antique; or (4) a rifle or shotgun specifically 

identified by make and model.  

Additionally, the bill does not prohibit, with respect to a SAW or LCAFD:  

• importation, sale, manufacture, transfer, or possession related to certain law enforcement 
efforts, or authorized tests or experiments;  

• importation, sale, transfer, or possession related to securing nuclear materials; and  
• possession by a retired law enforcement officer.  

The bill permits continued possession, sale, or transfer of a grandfathered SAW, which must be 

securely stored. A licensed gun dealer must conduct a background check prior to the sale or 

transfer of a grandfathered SAW between private parties.  

The bill permits continued possession of, but prohibits sale or transfer of, a grandfathered 

LCAFD.  

Newly manufactured LCAFDs must display serial number identification. Newly manufactured 

SAWs and LCAFDs must display the date of manufacture. 

The legislation amends the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 to require law 

enforcement agencies to be notified when a prohibited person attempts to purchase a 

grandfathered SAW.  

It also amends the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to allow a state or local 

government to use Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program funds to 

compensate individuals who surrender a SAW or LCAFD under a buy-back program. 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4269


114th CONGRESS 

1st Session  

H. R. 4269 

 

To regulate assault weapons, to ensure that the right to keep and bear arms is not unlimited, 

and for other purposes. 

 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

December 16, 2015  

Mr. Cicilline (for himself, Ms. Adams, Mr. Aguilar, Ms. Bass, Mr. Becerra, Mr. Beyer, Mr. 

Blumenauer, Ms. Bonamici, Mr. Brendan F. Boyle of Pennsylvania, Mr. Brady of Pennsylvania, 

Ms. Brown of Florida, Ms. Brownley of California, Mrs. Capps, Mr. Capuano, Mr. Cárdenas, 

Mr. Carney, Mr. Carson of Indiana, Mr. Cartwright, Ms. Judy Chu of California, Ms. Clark of 

Massachusetts, Ms. Clarke of New York, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Connolly, Mr. Conyers, Mr. Courtney, 

Mr. Crowley, Mr. Cummings, Mr. Danny K. Davis of Illinois, Mrs. Davis of California, Ms. 

DeGette, Mr. Delaney, Ms. DeLauro, Mr. DeSaulnier, Mr. Deutch, Mr. Doggett, Mr. Michael F. 

Doyle of Pennsylvania, Ms. Duckworth, Ms. Edwards, Mr. Ellison, Mr. Engel, Ms. Eshoo, Ms. 

Esty, Mr. Farr, Mr. Foster, Ms. Frankel of Florida, Ms. Fudge, Mr. Gallego, Mr. Grayson, Mr. 

Grijalva, Mr. Gutiérrez, Ms. Hahn, Mr. Hastings, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Himes, Mr. Honda, Mr. 

Hoyer, Mr. Huffman, Mr. Israel, Ms. Jackson Lee, Mr. Jeffries, Mr. Johnson of Georgia, Mr. 

Keating, Ms. Kelly of Illinois, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Langevin, Mr. Larson of Connecticut, Mrs. 

Lawrence, Ms. Lee, Mr. Levin, Mr. Ted Lieu of California, Ms. Lofgren, Mr. Lowenthal, Mrs. 

Lowey, Ms. Michelle Lujan Grisham of New Mexico, Mr. Lynch, Mr. McDermott, Mrs. Carolyn 

B. Maloney of New York, Ms. Matsui, Ms. McCollum, Mr. McGovern, Mr. Meeks, Ms. Meng, 

Ms. Moore, Mr. Moulton, Mr. Nadler, Mrs. Napolitano, Mr. Neal, Mr. Norcross, Ms. Norton, 

Mr. Pallone, Mr. Pascrell, Ms. Pingree, Ms. Plaskett, Mr. Pocan, Mr. Price of North Carolina, 

Mr. Quigley, Mr. Rangel, Miss Rice of New York, Mr. Richmond, Ms. Roybal-Allard, Mr. 

Ruppersberger, Mr. Rush, Mr. Sarbanes, Ms. Schakowsky, Mr. Schiff, Mr. Scott of Virginia, Mr. 

Serrano, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Sires, Ms. Slaughter, Ms. Speier, Mr. Swalwell of California, Mr. 

Takano, Mr. Tonko, Mrs. Torres, Ms. Tsongas, Mr. Van Hollen, Mr. Veasey, Ms. Velázquez, 

Mr. Vargas, Ms. Wasserman Schultz, Mrs. Watson Coleman, Ms. Wilson of Florida, and Mr. 

Yarmuth) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

 

A BILL 

To regulate assault weapons, to ensure that the right to keep and bear arms is not unlimited, and 

for other purposes. 
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