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that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped |

for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:17 NKJV

Would you use an incompetent driver? Would you hire an
incompetent lawyer? How about a quack doctor, a plumb-
er without tools or a soldier without arms?

Why then do you think being incompetent in the things of
God is not aniissue?

Importance differs from one man to the other, as the
things | consider important may be the least on your scale
of preference. The things of God are very different. They
should rank most important for everyman. He (God) does
not joke with it, just as you don’t, even much more.

He demands competence. He demands thorough equip-
ment. Not just works, but good works.

Our team have put together pieces to remind you that
God would rather have his men competent, qualified, ap-
proved, equipped and doing good works.

Welcome to our 11thissue of grenepages.
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The stuttering Moses

Like a thorn amidst roses

Fighting for his own to the extreme
Once a baby at the stream

The Jesses’ younge Bavid Esther though a ‘nobody’
Ruddy and not Iz At the palace, God made
Forgotten by Ig And Rahab the one kn¢ a ha
When he weg 2 flocks From her lineage, Gog ght th

The Jewis Just to mention a fg

An orph ender Of all that God ch d made ne
In tot ence to her helper- Proving that He choose tf
Her, ily member But the justifieg e now qua

The ous Rahab Knowing tha jave been calle
In kinc iant Not becau '\Were strong
Hiding the am danger e must | ) give Him glory

Of Jericho’s re Throughiallof our Life’s story

S

Moses had no smoot
Yet he was the Lord’s
In Jesse’s house, David wa
But to God he was the most
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For you see your calling, br, hren , that not
many wise accordin the"ﬁesh, not
many mighty, not mahy hoble, are called.
But God has chosen thefoolish things of
the world to pettoshame the wise, and
God has chesen the weak things of the
world tojput to shame the things which

mebody’
rlot

e Messiah forth are mighty; and the base things of the
world and the things which are despised
God has chosen, and the things which are

W

e qualified hot, to bring to nothing the things that
ifies +  are, that no flesh should glory in His pres-
j ence. But of Him you are in Christ Jesus,

who became for us wisdom from God--and
righteousness and sanctification and re-
demption-- that, as it is written, “He who
glories, let him glory in the Lord.”
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 NKJV
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Read previous episodes here...

One thing about this job of mine was that it
came with a high level of stress. Customers,
both literate and non-literate, on your neck
all day long, some fun-
ny ones demanding to
know why every fifty
kobo was deducted
from their account
and why my bank of
all banks should

charge a hundred nai-

ra for the use of other
banks’ automated ma-
chines, and so on.

Not just me, even my colleagues in other
units had their own day-to-day challenges.
So, it was just natural that once it was past
four o’ clock in the evening, and customers
started to trickle down, we became at ease
and would try to relax.

Sometimes, some naughty ones amongst us

would just make a funny statement that

e Journe

would become a topic of argument. Times
like that happened today.

My office space was located upstairs and |
shared the hall with seven colleagues, two
ladies and five guys.

Udeme, one of the guys in commercial bank-
ing unit and a notorious playboy, just hap-
pened to tickle Tosin, one of my unit mem-
bers. She let out a funny scream and the
guys laughed.

“Hehehe, Tosin, is that your ringtone?”

Mayowa, Udeme’s drinking buddy an

ner-in-crime, asked. “Udeme, you have jus
discovered this babe’s weak spot 0.”
People began to laugh.

Tosin eyeballed Mayowa.”What stupid ring-
tone are you talking about? Do I look like a
phone to you?”

Some of the guys laughed again.
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Mayowa said, “You don’t kng chance, baby.”

ing tone is? Hmmm, | don’t “Yes 0.” Richard joined in. “If you marry a guy

girls pretend.” who can’t do it well, hmmhmm, na one chance be

“Abi 0.” Udeme joined vant to that o.”

tell me you don’t sing )oyfriend’s Udeme perched on Tosin’s desk and leaned for-
ears when you areg eal thing?” ward. “You must do the real thing before—"
Tosin hissed. “Yd eryone is like “Udeme, leave this girl alone now. Why are you

those you slee ith?” on her case this evening?” | spoke up.

“What’s wrg ose’ | sleep “Abegi! Leave that one. Must everyone be like
around w ? Aren’t y’all the you, Stingy Sister Mary.”
same 2 ring tone.” Udeme “Na you sabi.” | replied.

“But seriously, girls,

the world is changing

i
|"_..

and we need to
|

"
. change with the
times.” Janet said.
“Me o, | can never
‘ date a guy, not to talk
of marrying him, with-

out testing the real

" J!E!_!:F_ FL IEIT' £ inaiwho carft satisAPmefived. 1

doesn’t have aring tone chance and before we knew it, she was

yet,” Janet said. “She’s saving it all for the sleeping with someone else she mistakenly got
Bro who finally puts a ring on it.” pregnant for.”

“Ha! Ngbo Tosin, is that true?” Mayowa “Whatever you say, Janet, sexual purity is still the
asked. “Ha, you have to change that deci- best.” Tosin countered.

sion 0. You don’t wanna to enter one “What are you talking about now? Learner ni ba-
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by yi ke. This girl is really a learner,” Mayowaire-

joined. “Wait, if you want to buy a car, won’t you
test drive it first to know it is working well2Will you
just buy and take it home only to discover that'there
is something wrong?”

“No! God forbid!” Richard twisted his fingers over
his head.

“Ehn ehn, it’s the same with marrying someone
without being sure of their sexual capacity. It’s a
whole life of frustration ahead.”

That was when Yvonne a.k.a Iron Lady, walked in.
Yvonne was a tough lady who rarely smiled or joked
with anyone, something many of our colleagues, es-
pecially the guys, attributed to pride especially since
she was two steps ahead most of us that were her
age mates.

However, she was notorious for donning miniskirts
and short dresses that screamed ‘Party Girl’. The fun-
ny thing was she was good friends with Mayowa and
he used to talk about them going to clubs together,
though their friendship was platonic.

She walked up to Janet’s desk and was asking her
something.

| turned to Mayowa. “Mayowa, so if a girl is not ca-
pable, you move on to the next one, abi?”

“That’s right,” he replied. “Until you find the best
one for you. God no go vex.”

Udeme and Janet laughed.

| shook my head. Why do people who are wrong al-
ways have facts to present and are bold enough to

defend their wrong. Comparing test driving cars

genepages issue 11 page 8

with sex outside marriage and even en-
couraging multiple partners.

“So Tosin, forget that thing o, the Bible
was written for the children of Israel in
those days when there was no civiliza-
tion,” Mayowa continued. “Things are
different now.”

“Say whatever you want. The Bible is still
relevant for everyone,” Tosin replied.
Udeme shook his head. “You are a naive
somebody.”

“Come to think of it, Mayowa, no matter
how old-fashioned and boring the Bible
sounds on issues, | reason with Its prifigiz |
ples,” Yvonne said.

| jerked my head up. It took some se-
conds for me to realise my jaws were

slightly far from each other. Yvonne was

the last person | expected to hear t
from.
Mayowa scoffed. “What princi
“You see,” she said, “my paren
each other’s firsts and it wasn’t
they were Born-again or somethin
just wanted to wait for each other. They
told me staying faithful in their marriage
and loving each other was easier be-
cause there were no sexual and emotion-
al baggage, unlike some of their friends
who constantly complained about their

marriages.”



“Uh-huh,” she nodded.

“Wow, that’s weird.”

| noticed Udeme and Janet

listen. Tosin’s attention w

cused on Yvonne. “What’s weird about it? | learnt a lot about rela-

Yvonne continued, “ Btalked tionships from her. She is my role model.”

Yvonne smiled and | saw affection for her mum in

about one of her frig eep com-

plaining about he R atisaxbnith her eyes. “Chastity worked for her and that’s why

her husband wa Bnt and less | choose to wait till marriage before giving any

sed to have with man my body.”

“Hear, hear” Tosin pumped her fists in the air.

exciting unlik
her formen

“Hmm odded. “That’s true. My Yvonne gave her a weird look and everyone burst

form complaining | don’t love into laughter.

he ays Dayo used to do Hmmm, lessons to take home today. Although
thli o)

had el
=
na be ¢

BIR: Wfe to do that to me. | Yvonne girl always behaved as if she didn’t need
o go look for Dayo. I aint Jesus in her life, knowing that she believed in the
pared to any man.” Bible made my heart sing. And now, | appreciate

Mayowa kled. “Girls can be funny sha. my Bible more because it carries instructions and

i
| V\Hat

he R But Yvonne. | still principles that are timeless, flawless and always
)
ill marriage is a risky relevant no matter the times.

It says flee from sexual immorality, a.k.a, sex out-

ide marriage or with someone who is no O

- =
'-IE 24T ML AR O T B ST ML SR o VI

your mum?” Janet asked. ... to be continued. —

This story or any of its series may not be copied, reproduced or transmitted without acknowledge-
ment of the original author—Oresanya Adeyinka J. Thank you for respecting the author’s work.

This story is purely a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents are the products of the

author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, localities, organisa-
tions or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental and beyond the intent of the author.

L
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souls expected of us.

Sweet as flattery may sound, eve e ¢
1 -

tion, | thought to remind you, that vé] ys
you shall know as you are known by t mat
ter. Whether the dichotomy is large or
shall know. Whether all you have been c

on earth about will determine your eter

it is as a result of the flattery from the tiny, though you rejected the chastisement’so g i

fid'and even the Church. They make us badly, someday you shall know.

4
iy g i b .
ifEeel'we are on course of our destlny ata Soon we shall all know as we are known by our

b

¥ ¥'.5000% rate. saviour.

- L They psyche us with spiritual banters, ‘the Do you know that hymn? The last verse trips me.
very great woman of God’ (GWOG). They .. Where Thou leadest we would go, Walking in

already give us the Apostle’s tag, when we Thy steps below, Till before our Father’s throne

i diare only just scratching the surface of our WE SHALL KNOW AS WE ARE KNOWN.
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wanted to build castles and | was ready to work to
learn how to. | wanted to light up aroom when |
walked in and slide in through the back on other

days. | wanted to speak before Kings and have
Toym Set@l-E%_ AI them | ' wanted to curl up on my bed
http://toyeenmakogungbe.blogspot.comn: gad my H
They told me | could sing the house down; '-""'m Q. ydik in it, | wanted to
uﬂ‘"“’f id faith again.

g.opportunities |

then I sang. G ITy

They said if | read up some more I_\ﬁ'.;.—-" vas;

the next big thing; then | reag_l____ Yok ac:ofes Fsho "have Living back-
They said if only | had mor dSpdefedtct Hlﬁ'ss of it all.
_.ul-"'-ll'-.--'- Ost alle 1hed out and illumi-

They said if | were tallerfairerdarken.—""——natCtuIty,Soul, Sive el prd and the honour

thicker etc. They thg ‘:"":r.'r- 116 05 iy path darnyias
fine, restrain and o\'ﬂ-‘;‘: "'fr‘:'rr a0 ~ e
.rl"""r.;'r'r A, N L1
. minds.... the pe thiere l'#. g e Ay Decalse HL e the reins back in
§ d ¥ " 5

mastered it.

atchfully guides

Amids ey mad pllonger ask, “Who am

not find who |'a e beauty in the person |

II
b |
wanted to smg e

want to anymao

I wanted to da onder | was made by
ou cannot know all of

ut I now enjoy the journey

e
1
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2et my own children, anywhere anytime. |
lite a number of children around me, and |
agine any one of them being treated

manner without defense.

I
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L |II§

D people to bring forth a child,

10le community to raise that

ire of the next generation de-

€ present generation. We are

and show them the.wa d
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an 18 months

slap an adult,

pout our chil-

ong kind of chi

we are to be deliberate about TAM-
IR TERRAINS.

: ince | learnt this secret, | pray for all the
ildren around me like a complete crazy
oman.

We are to commit their sojourn all
rough life to the hands of the all-

nowing God. Pray for them bef

I .
~ have them, come against all ev

ungodly relationships and frien

ships, heartbreaks, t w

tellect, vision and purpd
ademics and careers,
their organs,

what have

One thing

prayers o # u

X L |
avails
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. % Read books that will make you grow in .
="

knowledge. Life will ask you questions as you

progress. You need knowledge to respond.

Tobi Olowookere

GRACEDPAGES
https://gracedpages.wor

Invest! Invest in yourself. Go to quality schools.

Learn to read and write. In the world of today, it

is basic.

ARISE AND EAT T

Then as he lay andislept under'a Eat, | mean try to get a university de

. hel h I
denly an angel touched him, an S3Ms tobethe least {rpn

L}
anyone in the near future. Do not

"Arise and eat." 1 Kings 19:5 NKJV

down there. It is too early in your li
"

People eat to get strength. That is wh

went to study. To get the knowledge requ gtuff yourself up.

; 1
to run in life. You have done well for yourself 2t The angel gave EIlSANCEI.

oseat. He would need the foo

Eat! Your life is a journey. You will need a lot
hen he looked, and there by his

strength. Food is not
baked on coals, and a jar of water. S

one of many options, it
drank, and lay down again. 1 Kings

key for survival.
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At least he had eaten something. He laid down

and continued his rest. So, you already have a First
. School Leaving Certificate and you think you have

.'le_aten enough? You just want to enjoy your life.

Sc->',.you just have the Secondary School Certificate,

and yo&think tha

want to go furtherZlou have a first
you say, “Tiiat’

] -

all  want to do is to make and spend money like

h‘ the others.”
T SOME MORE.... ||Il

And the angel of the Lord came back the second

and touched him, and said, "Arise and eat, be-

the journey is too great for you."” 1 Kings 19:7

one one else are already settling down?

od jobs already. They are driving big cars
the town. My mates, who do not even have
f degree, have gone far ahead. Why? Why

slow? Why is life only giving me options

k
tes.are already getting married. They are get- r

e
to study more? Why must | go to school
when I can sjt home and manage my fa-

ther’s pg®perties? Why must | go for a Mas-

nd not a job now? Why does it seem
e the next opening for me is a PHD when

desire is a wedding? Why

heed to the voice of your angel.
“Get up and eat some more, for thereisa
long journey ahead of you.”
What is obtainable for you todayis a per-
quisite for your journey tomorraw. Do
not look at the other man. The ofgly com-
petition'you have is you.

-
of the Lord came zLai_n and
nd said, “Get up and eat

ome more, or the journey ahead will be

too much for you.” 1 Kings 19:7 NLT.
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on with our Lord, it bel!in )

I'person and yc ) d
’ : charge of all that is in his charge. g

cent. When you allow your life to come in union i -
~ When a man and woman are joined togethe

|‘-‘_

with him, by living your life like your Lord, your 4 | S
0¥ e y L matrimony, they come into union with each oth-

[ ™~
er. All the estate of the man becomes thewom-
] e [
an’s also. She as- sumed c h:

| |
of what the hus- banil has
1

life comes in union and then you are completed

in him. You get to one hundred percent because
you are living your life in him. To be at

best, you have to be in union with Christ. This

C0.

charge. Therefore, Iivilplg ]

v
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a Roman office

ed in Capernaum,

diers. I only need to say, 'Go,’ and they go,
or ‘Come,’ and they come. And if | say to
my slaves, "Do this or that,’ they do it.”
Matthew 8:8-9 NLT

hat made the Roman officer’s authority over others

to be effective was because he was under authority. Lord over nothing in your life.

What will make your lordship in this world to be tangi-

ges issue 11 page 17
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