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Preface

The history of man bears witness to his great struggle for discovering the right formula to
conduct affairs in various aspects of his life. Time and again, men devised ideas of religious,
political, or cultural nature that have continually brought solace from the ignominy of senseless
conflicts that afflicted their mode of existence, and thereby they grew spiritually through those
experiences and trials. The wisdom of the ancients is not actually based on absolute principles,
rather on the relative conditions proportional to the problems at hand. The nature of wisdom has
never been to bind humans to a fixed legal structure by restricting their movements at every
level of growth, but to enshrine them about the common connections between different parts of
the existing whole. Therefore, the laws serve best when they carry the wisdom of preventing the
disasters than dealing with them afterwards, and the wisdom serves best when it abides by the
principles of redemption and growth. True wisdom forms the very essence of all the magical
ideas that have transformed man’s primeval existence into a responsible creature capable of
serving the divine plan. The path of this growth had never been easy because the ideas of
wisdom always required sacrifices of ego and vanity in order to counter the challenges posed by
human mind to accept the necessary changes. Eventually, wisdom represents the agency
responsible for the unfoldment of human potential to embody the divine archetype.

Man in his consciousness carries the weight of eternity that ever haunts him in the form of
‘conscience’. Thus, conscience is the territory where all the angelic and demonic entities of
human experiences reside, and their influence effects the character of an individual. The sages
of many cultures throughout history had acquired a connection to communicate with this deep
and dark region of human consciousness in the form of mystery teachings. Just like a child that
learns the language of his environment as his capacities of perception increases with the growth
of his mental faculties in the due course of time, the unravelling of mysteries to consciousness is
similarly a natural process if not inhibited by external disturbances. Such external disturbances
may include the conflicts of perception such as the use of many languages in the immediate
environment of the child. For instance, if the father speaks Italian and the mother speaks French
whilst the countrymen are English, then the acumen of that child would surely be challenged
leading to reticent and confusing behaviours. Therefore, the mystery teachings of the ancient
sages tend to communicate to these bewildered and perplexed children of mankind, the wise
precepts of conscience so as to help them become aware of themselves and thereby realize
their great potentials. A Zen teacher once said, “Before enlightenment; chop wood, carry water.
After enlightenment; chop wood, carry water.” — Zen Kodan; thereby suggesting that the goal of
man is not to procure a permanent state of pleasure in his enlightenment, but to transform the
pains of ignorance in fulfilling the traditions of people to the pain of wisdom and conscience in
fulfilling the divinity in himself.

The great ideals of wisdom were incorporated into the mystery teachings of ancient Egyptians
in the form of hermeticism. That is why the hermetic ideas outline the tenets of all the major
philosophies in the world that include objectivity and resolution in the exercise of their traditions.
The Quran is considered as the book of divine guidance by Muslims whose main subject
constitutes ‘man’. From a hermetic standpoint, the Quranic mysteries carry a great deal of




connection to the hermetic arts of astrology and alchemy. Here, | have attempted to explain the
manner in which symbolism of the hermetic precepts are used to define the notions of highest
aspirations in man’s ethical behaviour by the Islamic traditions.

The book Esoteric Islam includes the interpretation of Islamic traditions by use of the
hermetic arts of Astrology and Alchemy. It discusses the mystical teachings of Quran from the
standpoint of ancient mysteries and modern metaphysics. It attempts to understand the
message of Quran in its structural designs alongside the principle tenets so as to unravel the
mystique of this very impressive literature.




The Mystery Letters of Quran (Huroof-al-Muqattaat)
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This thesis attempts to investigate the mystery letters of Quran called the “Huroof-al-
Mugqgattaat”. Here, the hermetic arts of astrology, alchemy, and symbolism are employed to
decipher their meanings, and potential significance for the human spiritual growth.

The extraordinary perfection in the design of universe has flabbergasted human intelligence
since time immemorial. Notwithstanding the immense complexity of living organisms in nature,
the indefatigable human spirit of enquiry led to the comprehension of definite principles for
satiating the need for clarity in their affairs; because out of all creatures, humans have always
wanted to be the smartest by grasping the knowledge of everything, and thereby controlling the
very gist of existence. But not everyone in the family of human race were either talented or
heroic enough to be raised at the level of consciousness that those creative agencies of cosmos
acted with, and hence their languages got divided into ‘exoteric’ and ‘esoteric’ expressions or
terminologies. The adepts throughout ages often used encoded symbols and hieroglyphs in
their communications to transmit the insights to posterity in order to guard them from self
destructive human behaviours. The realization of extremely intricate and fragile existence of life
on planet Earth, which is also the home to humanity, not only made it necessary to act with
utmost responsibility for keeping the natural balance, but also to embrace a role of directing the
course of humanity towards best consequences.

Like many ancient texts that were meant for guidance to humanity, the Quran seems to be a
book designed for the specific purpose of raising consciousness in human beings. There are
definite evidences of esoteric teachings in the texts of Quran, and despite of it being studied
through a millennium, many of those teachings still evade proper explanation. An example of
such texts is the ‘Mystery Abbreviated Letters’ of the Quran, popularly known as the “Huroof-al-
Mugqattaat”. Therefore, in this article | have endeavoured to describe their meanings in the
context of Quranic teachings.




The Mystery Abbreviated Letters (Huroof-al-Muqattaat)

\ = Alif J =Lam ¢ =Mim
(Aries) (Taurus) (Gemini)
P = Sad y=Ra B > 4 =Kaf, Qaf
(Cancer) (Leo) (Virgo)
A,C=Ha L.5=Ya ‘C"=Ain
(Libra) (Scorpio) (Sagittarius)
Jo=Ta u,u=Sin o=Nun
(Capricorn) (Aquarius) (Pisces)

Quranic Order of Mystery Letters

These mystery letters comprise of the Arabic alphabets mentioned in the table, and though
they do not appear in the alphabetical order in the Quran, but are actually stated as prefixes to
certain chapters of the book. Throughout the Muslim history, there have been many theories
proposed to justify their existence in Quran. A few had suggested that they were initials of the
scribes who had written down the dictation of those chapters, whilst others commented on them
to be of some especial mystical significance which is known only to God himself. The Letters
appear in Quran successively in the following fashion.

Alif, Lam, Mim @ Chapters 2, 3, 29, 30, 31, 32.

Alif, Lam, Mim, Sad @ Chapter 7.

Alif, Lam, Ra @ Chapters 10, 11, 12, 14, 15.

Alif, Lam, Mim, Ra @ Chapter. 13.

Kaf, Ha, Ya, Ain, Sad @ Chapter 19.

Ta, Ha @ Chapter 20.

Ta, Sin, Mim @ Chapters 26, 28.

Ta, Sin @ Chapter 27.

Ya, Sin @ Chapter 36.

Sad @ Chapter 38.

Ha, Mim @ Chapters 40, 41, 43, 44, 45, 46.

Ha, Mim, Ain, Sin, Qaf @ Chapter 42.

Qaf @ Chapter 50.

Nun @ Chapter 68.




The most prominent Muslim scholar on the interpretation of the Quran, Allama Abdullah Yusuf
Ali, had explained about these abbreviated letters in his commentary that,

“Certain Surahs have certain initials prefixed to them, which are called the
'Abbreviated Letters'. A number of conjectures have been made as to their meaning.
Opinions are divided as to the exact meaning of each particular letter or combination of
letters, and it is agreed that only Allah knows their exact meaning.

Their presence is not inconsistent with the character of the Quran as a ‘plain book’.
The book of nature is also a plain book, but how few can fully understand it? Everyone
can get out of the Quran’s plain guidance for his life according to his capacity for
spiritual understanding. As his capacity grows, so will his understanding grow. The
whole Book is a record for all time. It must necessarily contain truths that only gradually
unfold themselves to humanity.” (Appendix 1. Commentary on Quran by Allama Abdullah
Yusuf Ali)

There are 29 chapters of the Quran that mention the abbreviated prefixes. The 14 letters out
of 28 alphabets of Arabic language are used in different combinations in those prefixes among
which two pairs are homophonic, i.e. different glyphs with the same sounds; hence making them
12 sound characters in total because each of the homophonic pair of letters here act as one
character. | propose in the ensuing discussions that these 12 characters appear in a definite
order in the Quran which corresponds to the 12 astrological signs, and such that the features of
prefixed signatures as astrological signs form the subject of discussion in the associated
chapters. In other words, these abbreviated prefixes summarize the chapters themselves, and
letters in the order of appearance in Quran represent the 12 astrological signs. These letters are
indicated in the attached table alongside their corresponding signs.

The Letter ‘Alif’ (Aries)

The letter ‘Alif’ appears as a prefix in the beginning of the second chapter of the Quran, and
therefore, it is the first letter of the Quranic sequence. Astrologically it refers to the sign of Aries,
as it signifies the subject of warfare in the Quran. Also, the fighting of wars was proclaimed for
the first time in this chapter of the Quran, which is akin to the archetype of the sign of Aries. The
Quran says,




“Warfare is ordained for you, though it is hateful unto you; but it may happen that ye
hate a thing which is good for you, and it may happen that ye love a thing which is bad
for you. Allah knoweth, ye know not.” (2, 216)

A scholar of Quran, Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall has written the following in his
commentary on this chapter.

“All suggestions to the contrary notwithstanding, it seems probable that the whole of
this surah was revealed during the first four years after the Hijrah, and that by far the
greater portion of it was revealed in the first eighteen months of the Prophet’s reign at Al-
Madinah-that is to say, before the battle of Badr.

The possible necessity of fighting had been foreseen in the terms of the oath, taken at
Al-Agabah by the Muslims of Yathrib before the flight, to defend the prophet as they
would their own wives and children, and the first commandment to fight was revealed to
the prophet before his flight from Mecca; but there was no actual fighting by the Muslims
until the battle of Badr. Many of them were reluctant, having before been subject to a rule
of strict non-violence. It was with difficulty that they could accept the idea of fighting
even in self-defense, as can be seen from several verses in this surah.” (The Meaning of
the Glorious Koran, an explanatory translation by Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall)

The letter Alif is also mentioned in the chapter 3 of the Quran, where it says,

And remember when thou settest forth at daybreak from thy housefolk to assign to the
believers their positions for the battle, Allah was Hearer, Knower. (3, 121)

In verse (3, 121), the mention of ‘daybreak’ and ‘positions for the battle’ are the allegorical
references to the astrological sign of Aries. Similar messages are also presented with the letter
‘Alif in the verses (3, 13), (3, 153), (3, 156-158), and (3, 167-175) of the Quran.

The Letter ‘Lam’ (Taurus)

The letter ‘Lam’ depicts the sign of Taurus in the Quran. The astrological symbol of Taurus is
the ‘bull’, and its characteristics include material wealth and abundance. Whilst dealing with the
archetypal Taurus, the Quran teaches humans to control their desires of amassing material
goods, and use their wealth in the service of some nobler objectives. The following verses give
excellent descriptions of the sign.




And when Moses said unto his people: Lo! Allah commandeth you that ye sacrifice a
cow, they said: Dost thou make game of us? He answered: Allah forbid that | should be
among the foolish! They said: Pray for us unto thy Lord that He make clear to us what
(cow) she is. (Moses) answered: Lo! He saith, Verily she is a cow neither with calf nor
immature; (she is) between the two conditions; so do that which ye are commanded.
They said: Pray for us unto thy Lord that He make clear to us of what colour she is.
(Moses) answered: Lo! He saith: Verily she is a yellow cow. Bright is her colour,
gladdening beholders. They said: Pray for us unto thy Lord that He make clear to us what
(cow) she is. Lo! cows are much alike to us; and lo! if Allah wills, we may be led aright.
(Moses) answered: Lo! He saith: Verily she is a cow unyoked; she plougheth not the soil
nor watereth the tilth; whole and without mark. They said: Now thou bringest the truth.
So they sacrificed her, though almost they did not. (2, 67-71)

In verse 67, Moses asked his people to metaphorically forgo the practices of accumulating
wealth by sacrificing a cow, which would symbolize the characteristics of Taurus; but in verse
68, the people of Moses contended to defend their practices by asking questions that were
meant to examine Moses’ knowledge of the sign of Taurus. Those people were contending that
Moses himself had no wealth, so how could he know the pain of forsaking it. Moses answered
that in verse 68 by describing the position of Taurus in the zodiac by saying that the cow of
Taurus was neither with a calf (twin characteristic of Gemini), nor immature (Aries
characteristic); rather the sign had to be in between of the ‘Gemini’ and ‘Aries’. In verse 69, the
yellow colour of the cow was described because of it being the colour of the metal copper of
Taurus. Furthermore it is mentioned there, “Bright is her colour, gladdening beholders.”,
because Taurus is the sign of spring season, as this time also bears blooming and colourful
flowers to gladden the beholders. But still the attachment of people with their wealth was so
strong that they contended for more clues, and so were answered with the explanation of the
element Earth of Taurus in the verse 71. It said that the cow was unyoked, meaning Taurus to
be a sign of spring season; it did not labour on earth because the earth was already fertile; and
without mark meant that it was a fixed sign that could not be influenced by the changing
patterns of the seasons. Such were the descriptions of Taurus that people of Moses were left
with no option but to reluctantly sacrifice the cow.

The prefixes with letter ‘Lam’ also appear in other chapters of the Quran, dealing with the
archetypal properties of Taurus such as wealth management, usury, cow worship, greed, and
materialism in the verses (2, 54), (2, 57), (2, 61), (2, 168), (2, 271- 276), (3, 130), (3, 180), (7,
130), (7, 148), and (7, 152).

The Letter ‘Mim’ (Gemini)




The Letter ‘Mim’ is used here to indicate the sign of Gemini in the Quranic chapters. The
prefix appears in many chapters, but for the sake of illustration of the archetypal Gemini
character, the following ritual has been commanded to be performed in the given verses.

Lo! (the mountains) Al-Safa and Al-Marwah are among the indications of Allah. It is
therefore no sin for him who is on pilgrimage to the House (of God) or visiteth it, to go
around them (as the pagan custom is). And he who doeth good of his own accord (for
him), Lo! Allah is Responsive, Aware. (2, 158)

The mountains named ‘Al-Safa’ and ‘Al-Marwah’ mentioned here are allegorical
representations of Gemini twins, Castor and Pollux. Whilst on the pilgrimage to Mecca, Muslims
are required to run between those two mountains seven times for performing the ritual known as
‘Sai’. The story related to the origin of this ritual says that Abraham had left his wife Hagar with
his infant son Ishmael as a spiritual trial for them in the desert. When Ishmael got thirsty and
started to cry, Hagar ran from one mountain top to another mountain top in order to catch sight
of some passing caravan so as to procure drinking water. This she repeated seven times before
getting back to Ishmael, thereby she found that a spring had broken forth from the place where
the crying baby kicked the sand with his feet. Interestingly, Ishmael is also mentioned in Quran
to describe the sign of Sagittarius, which is opposite to Gemini. Also, the rapid movement of
Hagar between the two mountains is very characteristic of Mercury, the ruling planet of Gemini.

The Gemini properties with the prefix ‘Mim’ are also expressed in the verses (2, 102), (2,
221), (3, 61), (3, 195), (7, 127), (7, 141), (7, 189-190), (42, 11), (43, 12), (44, 58), (43, 3), and
(41, 44).

The Letter ‘Sad’ (Cancer)

The astrological Sign of Cancer corresponds to the letter ‘Sad’ in the Quran. Cancer begins at
summer solstice, and is ruled by the luminary planet Moon. In astrology, the Sun and the Moon
represent King and Queen respectively, and therefore, Cancer is also one of the two royal
signs. Here, the Quran talks about the ideals to be found in good governments by citing the
example of king David.

And hath the story of the litigants come unto thee? How they climbed the wall into the
royal chamber; How they burst in upon David, and he was afraid of them. They said Be
not afraid (We are) two litigants, one of whom hath wronged the other, therefore judge




aright between us; be not unjust; and show us the fair way. Lo! this my brother hath
ninety and nine ewes while |1 had one ewe; and he said: Entrust it to me, and he
conquered me in speech. (David) said : He hath wronged thee in demanding thine ewe in
addition to his ewes, and lo! many partners oppress one another, save such as believe
and do good works, and they are few. And David guessed that We had tried him, and he
sought forgiveness of his Lord, and he bowed himself and fell down prostrate and
repented. (38, 21-24)

The two litigants of verse 21, who had broken into the royal chamber, allegorically represent
the signs of Aries and Libra. The verse 22 says that the king David (Cancer) got afraid of the
litigants (Aries and Libra), because those two signs were making a square angle to him. In verse
23, the ewes metaphorically represent the sign of Capricorn (opposite Cancer); and the litigant
with the ninety nine ewes is Aries, whilst the one with a single ewe is Libra. The Aries with its
assertive and aggressive attitudes was trying to rob Libra even of a single ewe that it
possessed. In verse 24, David (Cancer) used his royal authority to admonish Aries with regards
to his behaviour, and also recognized the importance of the responsible use of power from this
episode.

The characteristics of Cancer corresponding to the letter ‘Sad’ are also present in the verses
(7, 94-102), (7, 106-108), (7, 145-146), (7, 157), (7, 160), (38, 2), (38, 5), (38, 17-20), (38, 25—
26), and (38, 30).

The Letter ‘Ra’ (Leo)

The letter ‘Ra’ of Arabic language depicts the sign of Leo in the Quran. The sign of Leo is
ruled by the Sun, as the choice of the word ‘Ra’ here is interesting since it is also the name of
the ancient Egyptian solar deity. This word appears in connection to the story of Joseph in the
Quran. The story says that Joseph was the brightest among his brothers, who out of jealousy
were inclined to place him in the pit. The Quran says,

When Joseph said unto his father: O my father! Lo! | saw in a dream eleven planets
and the sun and the moon, | saw them prostrating themselves unto me. He said: O my
dear son! Tell not thy brethren of thy vision. lest they plot a plot against thee. Lo! Satan
is for man an open foe. (12, 4-5)
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In the verses 4-5, Joseph (Leo) tells his father (Sun) that he saw ‘eleven planets’ that
metaphorically represented eleven astrological signs (his brothers) besides Leo (himself). It is
good to note here that in Greek mythology, the Sun god Apollo had been attributed with the
characteristics of prophecy and vision. Apollo was known to be an oracular god, and as a patron
of Delphi was responsible for the ‘Delphic Oracle’. Thus, the following visionary attributes of
Joseph are also mentioned in the Quran.

O my Lord! Thou hast given me (something) of sovereignty and hast taught me
(something) of the interpretation of events, Creator of the heavens and the earth! Thou
art my Protecting Friend in the world and the Hereafter. Make me to die submissive (unto
Thee), and join me to the righteous. (12, 101)

Also, the ability of Joseph to impart vision in darkness is described in the following verse.

Go with this shirt of mine (Joseph) and lay it on my father’s face, he will become (
again ) a seer; and come to me with all your folk. (12, 93)

Then, when the bearer of glad tidings came, he laid it on his face and he (Joseph’s
father) became a seer once more. He said: Said | not unto you that | know from Allah that
which ye know not? (12, 96)

Joseph became a lord in Egypt, which was acknowledged as an archetypal land of the kings
at that time. Once together again with his father, he realized that his earliest dream had come to
its realization.

And when they came in before Joseph, he took his parents unto him, and said: Come
into Egypt safe, if Allah will! And he placed his parents on the dais and they fell down
before him prostrate, and he said: O my father! This is the interpretation of my dream of
old. My Lord hath made it true, and He hath shown me kindness, since He took me out of
the prison and hath brought you from the desert after Satan had made strife between me
and my brethren. Lo! my Lord is tender unto whom He will. He is the Knower, the Wise.
(12, 99-100)

The Letter ‘Kaf’ or ‘Qaf’ (Virgo)
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The letter ‘Kaf’ corresponds to the sign of Virgo, and is expressed in the Quran with a classic
allegory of the mutable signs. ‘Mary’ in the following story of the Quran represents Virgo, as
being a virgin she is responsible for the immaculate conception of Jesus.

And make mention of Mary in the Scripture, when she had withdrawn from her people
to a chamber looking East. And had chosen seclusion from them. Then We sent unto her
Our spirit and it assumed for her the likeness of a perfect man. She said: Lo! | seek
refuge in the Beneficent One from thee, if thou art God fearing. He said: | am only a
messenger of thy Lord, that | may bestow on thee a faultless son. She said: How can |
have a son when no mortal hath touched me, neither have | been unchaste! He said: So
(it will be). Thy Lord saith: It is easy for Me. And (it will be) that We may make of him a
revelation for mankind and a mercy from Us, and it is a thing ordained. And she,
conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a place. And the pangs of childbirth drove
her unto the trunk of the palm tree. She said: Oh, would that | had died ere this and had
become a thing of naught, forgotten! Then (one) cried unto her from below her, saying:
Grieve not! Thy Lord hath placed a rivulet beneath thee. And shake the trunk of the palm
tree toward thee, thou wilt cause ripe dates to fall upon thee. So eat and drink and be
consoled. And if thou meetest any mortal, say: Lo! | have vowed a fast unto the
Beneficent, and may not speak this day to any mortal. (19, 16-26)

The verse 16 of the above passage indicates that this story is regarding the sign of Virgo at
the time when it rises at the eastern horizon. The trunk of the palm tree in the verse 23 is a
metaphorical reference to the ‘mutable cross’ comprising of the signs of Virgo, Gemini, Pisces,
and Sagittarius. In the verse 24, ‘one cried unto her from below her is Sagittarius, ‘rivulet
beneath’ is Pisces, ‘ripened dates’ of the verse 25 is a reference to the sign of Gemini, whilst
‘Mary’ herself is a metaphor for the sign of Virgo. Also in the verse 26, the Mary (Virgo) gets her
food from Gemini, her water from Pisces, and her consolation from Sagittarius.

The letter ‘Kaf’ or ‘Qaf’ is also described with the Virgo characteristics in the verses (42, 20),
(42, 27), (42, 37), (50, 6), and (50, 9-10) of the Quran.

The Letter ‘Ha’ (Libra)
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The letter ‘Ha’ expresses the Libra archetype of justice and good behaviour in the Quran. It is
emphasized very strongly at many places as the most important and indelible principle in
nature. Usually, the iniquitous are admonished of a blazing fire’ as their punishment, which is
the element of the opposite sign of Aries.

And (make mention of) the day when the enemies of Allah are gathered unto the Fire,
they are driven on. Till, when they reach it, their ears and their eyes and their skins testify
against them as to what they used to do. And they say unto their skins: Why testify ye
against us? They say: Allah hath given us speech Who giveth speech to all things, and
Who created you at the first, and unto Whom ye are returned. Ye did not hide yourselves
lest your ears and your eyes and your skins should testify against you, but ye deemed
that Allah knew not much of what ye did. (41, 19-22)

The verses 19-22 is an example of the self evident demonstration of the divine justice in
nature. Furthermore, the verse 19 of the Quran by mentioning the phrase ‘enemies of Allah’ is
also making a political standpoint against those collectivist groups who use ideologies or
slogans to indoctrinate the ignorant masses of people. These masses than act as a mammoth
creature (a state) with its own currency (blood), and social structure (body). Once the head of
this creature gets drugged, than the body can be compromised or paralyzed, and therefore
those body parts act as witnesses against the head. The themes of justice are also expressed in
the verses (42, 32-34), (42, 40-43), (40, 46-50), and similarly in the following verses.

Whoso doeth right, it is for his soul, and whoso doeth wrong, it is against it. And
afterward unto your Lord ye will be brought back. (45, 15)

Whoso doeth right it is for his soul, and whoso doeth wrong it is against it. And thy
Lord is not at all a tyrant to His slaves. (41, 46)

The Letter ‘Ya’ (Scorpio)
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The sign of Scorpio is depicted in the Quran with the letter “Ya’. Astrologically, Scorpio on the
one hand deals with the extreme human behaviours such as sex, subversion, death, and
destruction; whilst on the other hand it embodies the principles of regeneration, rejuvenation,
reproduction, and a sanguine existence. Quran describes the sign of Scorpio in the following
style.

And a token unto them is that We bear their offspring in the laden ship. And have
created for them of the like thereof whereon they ride. And if We will, We drown them,
and there is no help for them, neither can they be saved. Unless by mercy from Us and as
comfort for a while. When it is said unto them: Beware of that which is before you and
that which is behind you, that haply ye may find mercy (they are heedless). (36, 41-45)

The verses 41-44 can be called as the euphemistic descriptions of human sexuality. In verse
41, the ‘laden ship’ is a metaphor for a mother's womb; the verse 42 says that babies inside the
mother are in the same state as on a sailing ship; and the verses 43—44 state that due to the
watery environment of the mother’'s womb, the babies could also be made to drown. The verse
45 relates the guidance for humans to be aware of the Scorpio attitudes in life. Quran also says,

Hath not man seen that We have created him from a drop of seed? Yet lo! he is an open
opponent. And he hath coined for Us a similitude, and hath forgotten the fact of his
creation, saying: Who will revive these bones when they have rotted away? Say: He will
revive them Who produced them at the first, for He is Knower of every creation. (36, 77-
79)

In verses 77—79, the positive attributes of Scorpio as being a sign of rebirth and regeneration
is emphasized. The sign is also allegorically mentioned in the verses (36, 47), (36, 36—40), (36,
51-52), and (36, 66-68).

The Letter ‘Ain’ (Sagittarius)
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The letter ‘Ain’ in the Quran represents the sign of Sagittarius. The symbol of Sagittarius in
astrology is that of a celestial archer who shoots an arrow towards the heavens. Thus,
Sagittarius characteristics include exploration of the universe by travelling to exotic areas, and
experiencing novelty in lifestyles. Sagittarius is also keen to participate in the intellectual
discoveries and philosophical endeavours. The Quran describes the sign by mentioning its
attributes in the following fashion.

And make mention in the Scripture of Ishmael. Lo! he was a keeper of his promise, and
he was a messenger (of Allah) a Prophet. He enjoined upon his people worship and alms
giving, and was acceptable in the sight of his Lord. And We raised him to high station.
(19, 54-56)

The character of Ishmael is a metaphor for Sagittarius in the Quran. Even in Judeo-Christian
traditions, Ishmael son of Abraham is described as an ‘archer’ or ‘hunter’, which symbolically
befits the sign of Sagittarius. In the verse 55, ‘the sight of his Lord’ is mentioned in connection to
Ishmael, which is not stated regarding any other prophet. Also, in the verse 56 ‘high station’
should represent the higher consciousness, which is the very emblem of Sagittarius. Similarly,
the talent of observation is stated in the following verses.

Allah increaseth in right guidance those who walk aright, and the good deeds which
endure are better in thy Lord’s sight for reward, and better for resort. Hast thou seen him
who disbelieveth in Our revelations and saith: Assuredly | shall be given wealth and
children! Hath he perused the Unseen, or hath he made a pact with the Beneficent? (19,
76-78)

And how many a generation before them have We destroyed! Canst thou (Muhammad)
see a single man of them, or hear from them the slightest sound? (19, 98)

The Letter ‘Ta’ (Capricorn)
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The letter ‘Ta’ depicts the sign of Capricorn in the Quran. Capricorn starts at the winter
solstice, and therefore, it is the sign where the royalties struggle, as it is also opposite to the
sign of Cancer. Furthermore, there is a relationship between the letters ‘Sad’ of Cancer, and ‘Ta’
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of Capricorn; because the hieroglyph of letter ‘Sad’ seems like that of a snake with its head
above the tail, whilst the hieroglyph of letter ‘Ta’ is that of a snake with its tail above the head. In
the ancient Egypt, the straight cobra was known as ‘Uraeus’, and it used to symbolize the
sovereignty, royalty, and divine authority. That is why it appears on the foreheads of ancient
Egyptian royalties in their pictures and statues. In Quran, the story of Capricorn is stated in the
following fashion.

And what is that in thy right hand, O Moses? He said: This is my staff whereon | lean,
and wherewith | beat down branches for my sheep, and wherein | find other uses. He
said: Cast it down, O Moses! So he cast it down, and Lo! it was a serpent, gliding. He
said: Grasp it and fear not. We shall return it to its former state. And thrust thy hand
within thine armpit, it will come forth white without hurt. (That will be) another token. That
We may show thee (some) of Our greater portents. Go thou unto Pharaoh! Lo! he hath
transgressed (the bounds). (20, 17-24)

In the verse 18, Moses described his staff that was used by him as a tool for helping him in
the struggles of life. In verse 20, the staff which was used for menial tasks became a serpent,
showing that Moses had talents for the greater works, but he was rather wasting his life out in
drudgery. In the verse 21, Moses got encouragement to realize his talents, and not be afraid of
himself. The white hand in the verse 22 is a metaphorical reference to the ‘Moon’. Symbolically,
these verses are saying that Moses was the true lunar royalty (Cancer), but due to his lack of
self realization, Pharaoh had taken over the government, and was acting like a tyrant because
of his undeserved status. Therefore, the verse 24 commanded Moses to strive in order to
reclaim his lost reign. Also in the Quran, wherever letter ‘Ta’ appears, the mention of Moses and
his affairs always follow.

The Letter ‘Sin’ (Aquarius)

The letter ‘Sin’ represents the sign of Aquarius in the Quran. Aquarius is opposite Leo, which
is the sign ruled by the Sun, and therefore, Aquarius receives the least amount of light or
minimal attention. As a result, it is the least formal of all the signs, because formality in a
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