




Choosing just the right overnight summer camp for your 
youngster is a huge deal. After all, you’ll be sending them 
off, without your care and supervision …



… for a big piece of the summer, and you’ll want to 
be sure they’re safe, happy, having fun and 
growing in positive ways.



By keeping a few basic must-haves in mind, you 
can sleep a little easier on those much quieter 
summer nights.



Safety is key.



It’s great when your kids 
have fun, but, arguably, 
safety is the most 
important component of a 
sleepaway experience.



Are counselors and 
instructors well-trained 
and certified?

Are the grounds well-
maintained and is all 
safety equipment 
routinely inspected?

What kind of training 
do counselors have?



Counselors and instructors should undergo 
thorough training. 



They should also be background checked, have 
verifiable references and have had a criminal 
records search.



Is there a program in place to help 
kids overcome homesickness? 



Homesickness is a normal part of adjusting to camp 
for many children and staff should be skilled …



… at helping kids overcome this (usually) 
temporary sadness. 



Is it easy for you to communicate with the camp 
regarding any concerns with your child?



While many camps allow kids to call home only in 
emergencies, you should be able to easily get in touch 
with camp staff if you have any issues you need to discuss.



You should know you’ll be immediately 
contacted if your youngster is sick or injured.



Don’t assume the camp is accredited. Do your own 
background check and make sure the camp is 
accredited by the American Camp Association (ACA).
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