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FIRS HINGS

Forward

“...He so regulates the knowledge of Himself that
He has given signs of Himself, visible to those
who seek Him, and not to those who seek Him
not. There is enough light for those who only
desire to see, and enough obscurity for those who
have a contrary disposition.”

--- Blaise Pascal®
“God has given us evidence sufficiently clear to
convince those with an open heart and mind, yet

evidence sufficiently vague so as not to compel
those whose hearts and minds are closed.”

--- Paraphrase popularly attributed to Blaise
Pascal?

Forward
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Why this book?

The combined title and subtitle of this book succinctly
define its purpose (though by no means is this book
only for skeptics®). However, amplification is in order,
both here and in the forthcoming Overview.

Why this book?

Why have | written and given away this book? As a
former agnostic/quasi-agnostic — a former honest
skepticZ — I now see the need to counter a) compart-
mentalized (vs. unified) notions of truth and b) popular
misunderstandings, misperceptions, and myths about
the supernatural, God generally, and the biblical Christ
specifically. In agreement with the above Pascal
quotes, | hope evidence and arguments in this book
will be “sufficiently clear” to help honest skeptics, who:

e Believe truth exists.
e Seek truth.

aThough presented foremost as thinking fodder for honest
skeptics, | hope that this material also strengthens the
confidence of readers well along the path of belief and
helps them to help others.

Forward
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Why this book?

= Are willing (or at least willing to be willing) to
embrace truth when they find it.

I hope to build some bridges, however small, over
intellectual — and, perhaps on occasion, emotional —
obstacles to rational belief and to help honest skep-
tics gain confidence that God is real and involved.

Such confidence is an extension of, not a substitute
for, other avenues of reason and evidence — an
extension that accepts transcendence we can’t per-
ceive based on evidence and reason that we can. This
book attempts to contribute to the latter.

Again, this book is written for honest skeptics. | take
pains herein to analytically present evidence and
arguments for the existence and involvement of a
Appendix God. However, abundant mystery will
remain. Refusal to accept mystery looms as a huge
roadblock to acceptance of a transcendent God. If a
transcendent God indeed exists — again, as evi-
denced and argued in this book — then mystery
MUST exist, and forever-humanly-inaccessible knowl-
edge, perspective, and understanding MUST exist,
per the definition of transcendence. Therein lies the
boundary between evidence and faith. Accordingly,

Forward
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