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AN

HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY

OLD TESTAMENT.

CHAP. I.

Of the Places mentioned in the Jirjl Book of Samuel, and

7iotfpoken of before.

Jl hat the reader may the more eafily apprehend, howThe intro-

the ferles of this geographical treatife anfwers to the fe-

ries of the iacred Hiltory, I judge it beft to comprehend

all the places, mentioned in the fird book of Samuel,,

under one chapter, dividing the fame into two feveral

fections, as follows.

SECT. I.

Of tJie Places mentioned from the Birth of Samuel, to his

anointing Saul to he King over Ifracl.

J-N the firft chapter of the book commonly called by us, 1

.

the ftft hook of Samuel, we are informed ver. 19, 20. that^j. Ra^^^
•'

Samuel was born at Ramah, otherwife called (as appears thaim-Zo-

from ver. i.) Ramathaim-Zophim, probably to diftinguifh birth-place

it from other places in the Holv Land, which were alfo °f
^^^ Pf°"

^ ' phet Sa-
called by the name of Ramah. One place of this name muei.

VOL. II. Jt was



a The Geography of the Old Tejiament.

PART III. was fpoken of in the laft feilion but one of theM chap-
•

ter of Vol. I. viz. chap. vi. §. 25. And chap. v. §. 36. of
Vol. I. Part II. we have taken notice of another place of

the like name, lying in the land of Gilead, or Mizpeh,
and thence called Kamoth-Gilead, and Raniath-Mizpeh.

The RaiTiah we are here fpeaking of leems to be called

Ramathaim-Zophini on a like occafion, namely, from its

being fituated in a tracl called Zuph, or Zophim, and
(as the text, ver. i. tells us) in mount Ephraim ; and, ac-

cording to Eufebius and Jcrom, in the (then) diftricl of

Timnath near Diolpolis or I^ydda, being the ver)- fame

that is called Arimathea in the hiftory of the Gofpel.

^,
^'

_ From this account of its fituation, it is not to be
The ^relent

ftate of doubted, but that this is the place u-hich to this day goes
ama, under the name of Rama, and lies in the ufual road taken

by pilgrims from Jaffa, or Joppe, to Jerufalem, and is ac-

cordingly taken notice of by Thevenot ^ and Le Bruyn.

From thefe we learn, that whereas this Rama was an-

ciently a city, it is now no more than an open town, under

the government of the Baflli of Gaza. It is ftill pretty

large, and looks well enough on the outfide, as may be

feen by the draught which Le Bruyn has given of it.

Hard by the place where Hood part of the ancient city,

is ftill to be feen a large fquare tower, much like to a

fteeple. They fay, that formerly it was as high again as

it is at prefent, and was ere6fed in honour of the forty

martyrs that fuffered death in Armenia. It joins on to

a church, and is by Thevenot reprefented as the fteeple to

that church, built in honour of the forementioned martyrs.

At this tower are likewife to be feen fome ruins, which

feem to be the remains of a monaftery. Thevenot ex-

prefsly fays, that heretofore there was a ftately large con-

vent here, of which the cloifter leems to be ftill ver^- entire,

by what could be obferved in pafling by the gate, for he

was told, that Chriftians were not permitted to enter into

it. The Latin monks have a convent or monaftery at

» Thevenot, Part 1. chap, xxxvi. Le Bruyn, chap. xlvi.

prefent
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«refent in Rama, where there commonly refides a father CHAP. I.

luperior with two monks. The pilgrims ufually lodge
'

there till they go to Jerufalem, This convent, which

hath a very neat church, was built, as they fay, in the

very place where the houfe of Nicodemus anciently flood.

The inhabitants, as far as Le Bruyn could guefs, amounted

to about three thoufand fouls, as well Chriftians as Turks.

All the caravans, which go from Cairo in Egypt to Da-

mafcus, Aleppo, and Conilantinople, pafs by this Rama.

All the doors in this town are very low, not three feet

high, fays Thevenot, to hinder the Arabs from riding

into their houfes. There is in Rama another church,

befides that above mentioned, dedicated to the honour of

St. George.

All round about Rama one meets with a great many
wells, which ferved, as they fay, to keep wheat and oats.

We threw, fays Le Bruyn, into one of them, which was

very deep, a great many Hones, which, in falling to the

bottom, made a very extraordinary and hollow noife at

top.

Hard by Rama is alfo a very fine ciflern, made with 9,

great deal of art upon two rows of piazzas. It certainly

lerved, fays Le Bruyn, to fupply the town with water,

as feveral for the fame ufe are to be feen in Italy,

Le Bruyn adds, that, whilft he flayed at Ran)a, he

walked as far as Lydda, which lies on one fide of Rama,

about three miles from it : which confirms the opinion,

that this Rama is the fame called Arimathea in the New
Teflament, and fo the fame with Ramah, the birth-place

of the prophet Samuel ; forafmuch as Eufebius and Jerom

exprefsly tell us, that this lay near to Lydda.

I fhall conclude what relates to Ramah with a par-

ticular taken notice of by Le Bruyn. It is, fays he, no

extraordinary matter for men to take a journey to Jeru-

falem ; but that women fliould have fuch wandering

heads, may feem foraewhat ftrange. However, there are

inflances of it. A little before I arrived at Rama, an

Englifh middle-aged gentlewoman was come tliither, at-

B 2 tended
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