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JOHN STARK

THE great political consequences of the war of

the Revolution have thrown into comparative ob

scurity the previous military history of the British

North American Colonies. In reality, however,

the military efforts made by those Colonies, not

only in the Seven Years War, but in that of 1744,

were of great importance. Large forces were

kept on foot; distant and important expeditions

were undertaken with success
;

valuable con

quests were achieved
; and, on more than one

occasion, a very decisive influence on the politics

of Europe was exercised by the colonial govern

ments. Great importance would have been at-

tuched to these transactions, but for the greater

importance and interest of those, which followed

so close upon them, in the war of the Revolution.

Hut it is not the least of the reasons, why we

ought to study the hisiury of these earlier wars,

that they formed in reality the great school, in

which the military leaders of the Revolution were

trained
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Among ifc emifjBni: pupils of this school, John

Stark, was^by. no .means, the least distinguished.

His- eharutftft r: -is- ans. . pf .original strength and

resource. He would have risen to consequence
and authority, however rude and uncivilized the

community in which he had been thrown
;
and

had he been trained in the discipline, and enjoyed
the opportunities, of the great armies of Europe,
his name would have reached posterity, as a mili

tary chieftain of the first rank. In the peculiar

social and political condition of the country,

allowing an almost indefinite scope for the pecu
liarities of individual character, the temperament
of General Stark prevented his rising decidedly
above the sphere of the partisan leader

;
but he

was unquestionably a partisan of the highest

character, and rendered services of an importance
not easily surpassed, those of Washington out of

the question, by any achievements of any other

leader in the army of the Revolution. An account

of the life of General Stark has been published,

as it would appear, by his family, from authentic

materials.* This will be our authority for every

* &quot; Reminiscences of the French War, containing

Rogers s Expeditions with the New England Rangers
ander his command, as published in London in 1765;
with Notes and Illustrations

;
to which is added an Ac

count of the Life and Military Services of Major-General
John Stark, &c. Concord, N. H., 1831.&quot;
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thing which belongs to personal history in the

following Memoir, and for many matters relative

to the military and public career of its subject ;

an acknowledgment which we wish to make in

the amplest terms, in the outset, to avoid the

necessity of repetition and marginal reference.

JOHN STARK was born at Nutfield, now London

derry, in New Hampshire, on the 28th of August,
in the year 1728. His life began in hardship.

His father, Archibald Stark, was a native of

Glasgow in Scotland, and emigrated while young
to Londonderry in Ireland. In the year 1720,

he embarked with a numerous company of adven

turers for New Hampshire. These emigrants

were descended from the Scotch Presbyterians,

who, in the reign of James the First, were estab

lished in Ireland, but who professing with national

tenacity a religious belief, neither in accordance

with the popular faith in Ireland, nor with that of

its English masters, and disliking the institutions

of tithes and rent, determined to seek a settle

ment in America. The first party came over in

1718, and led the way in a settlement on the

Merrimac river. They were shortly succeeded

by a large number of their countrymen, who

brought with them the art of weaving linen, and

first introduced the culture of the potato in this

part of America
;
and furnished from their fami

lies a large number of the nioneers of civilization
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in New Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine, and

some of the most useful and distinguished citizens

of all these States.

The vessel, winch brought over Archibald

Stark and his party, arrived in Boston, about the

time of the alarm of the prevalence of the small

pox. The account we follow, places it in 1720,

and states that the vessel, in consequence of hav

ing the smallpox on board, was not allowed

an entry in Boston. As 1721 was the year,

when the smallpox committed the most formida

ble ravages in Boston, having been brought in a

vessel from the West Indies, it is not unlikely,

that the party of Stark arrived in Boston Bay,
while the panic produced by the ravages of the

disease was at its height. At all events, they

were refused permission to land in Boston
;
and

they passed the winter on the banks of the Ken-

nebec in Maine, and near the spot where Wiscas-

set was afterwards settled. The following year

they removed to Nutfield, where they had been

preceded by the first emigrating company of their

countrymen. Here a permanent and flourishing

settlement was founded, which took the name of

Londonderry in 17*22, in memory of the plare

ol their abode in Ireland.

This place was in advance of the compact

settlements, and consequently was exposed to the

brunt of Indian warfare, which precisely at. this



JOHN STARK.

period was commencing for the fourth time since

the first establishment of the English Colonies.

A tradition is preserved, that the settlers at Lon

donderry were occasionally preserved from savage

violence, by the interposition of Father Rasles,

a French Missionary, established among the

Norridgewock tribe of Indians. The particular

motive, which prompted the tenderness of this

French Catholic toward a settlement of Scotch

Covenanters, has not been handed down with the

tradition.

John Stark was the second of four sons. In

1736 his father removed from Londonderry to

Derryfield, now Manchester. Here John re

mained in the family of his father till the year
1 752. In this year he went upon a hunting ex

cursion to Baker s River in Rumney, in the north

western quarter of the State, and a spot at that

time far beyond the range of the English settle

ments. The party consisted, besides himself, of

his elder brother William, and of David Stinson,

and Amos Eastman. On the S8th of April, they
were surprised by a party of ten Indians of the

tribe established at St. Francis. Stark s party
iiad discovered the trail of the Indians two days
before

;
arid were preparing, in consequence, to

leave the ground. John had separated from his

companions to collect the traps ;
and while thus

employed was surprised by the Indians. On
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